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Sioux Falls Youth Hockey Association  
Board of Directors Meeting 

December 7, 2016 - 6:30pm – Conference Room – 5000 S. Minnesota Ave 
 
President John Sievert called the Sioux Falls Youth Hockey Association Board of Directors 
meeting to order.  Board members in attendance were Bryan Kouri (Past President), Mindy 
Hansen (Tournament Coordinator), Bryce Pattison (Development Coordinator), Brian Schumacher 
(City League Coordinator), Matt George (V.P.), Kyle Hanisch (Treas.), and Matt Althoff (Sec.).  
Also attending were Wendy McDonnel (Dir of Operations), Dan Houck (Dir of Hockey), and Cherry 
Hunter (Exec. Asst).   
 
Open Forum – Sievert brought a graduate student’s solicitation for input on coaching youth sport 
to the attention of the board during the Open Forum session of the meeting. 
 
Treasurers Report – McDonnel presented the mid-term financial report consisting of statements 
of financial position for September 16, 2016 and October 18, 2016.  The Association is in a 
stronger cash position as compared to the previous year.  This is primarily due to earlier 
registrations and a slight increase in registration numbers.  Hansen made a motion to accept the 
September and October financial reports for the Association.  Motion seconded and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Travel League Report – A meeting of the Travel League Advisory Committee was not held since 
the last Board meeting.  The Board discussed the capabilities of the Sports Engine live-scoring 
function and reviewed the policy established for bearing the costs of friendship games scheduled 
on home ice.  With the exception of Gold-level teams, players are to be assessed a $20 fee to 
offset costs incurred in the production of the friendship game.   
 
City League Report – Schumacher reported that an Advisory Committee meeting was not held 
since the last Board meeting.  He relayed to the Board that league games have been going 
smoothly and that the parity in teams has been a frequent point of discussion as the majority of 
games play have been competitive with close scores/margins of victory. 
 
Development Report – Pattison provided a report on development activity with partnering entities 
to the Board.  To date, $11,550 in additional contributions (over the ’15-’16 season) have been 
made.  The total has met the amount budgeted for the current fiscal year (+/- $150).  Responses 
from 7 different corporate entities to which invitations to support Flyers hockey were extended are 
still expected.  The Board voted unanimously to accept the report (Althoff motion, Kouri seconded). 
 
After discussion, the SFYHA Board authorized its Director of Operations to explore alternative 
banking arrangements for holding Association funds (Althoff motion, Kouri seconded, unanimous 
vote in favor). 
 
Tournaments Report – Hansen reported on upcoming tournaments: 

Squirt – To be held December 16-18.  A full complement of teams representing a diverse 
group of clubs has been entered.  The team of adults coordinating the tournament have 
been superb in their efforts and attended to many details.  Volunteers are still needed. 
PeeWee – To be held in January, 2017.  Until just prior to the Board meeting, a committee 
to coordinate the tournament had not yet been formed.  This is now in place and a full 
complement of teams has been entered. 
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Mitefest – Despite not yet beginning promotion of the event, the Association has already 
received registrations from the following clubs Omaha (2), Sioux Falls (5), Brookings (4), 
Lincoln (2), Okoboji (2), Sioux City (2), and Luverne (2).  Emphasis at this point is on 
securing ice time to accommodate a growing tournament.  The high subscription rate is a 
strong indication that this tournament has served teams well in year’s past as most clubs 
are returning entries. 
Varsity Girls (SDAHA) – The committee that produced the earlier girls tournament are 
prepared to coordinate the State tournament March 3, 4 & 5, 2017. 

 
Director of Hockey Report – Houck gave a report summarizing his activities since the last 
meeting.  Highlights included: 
 

- Rostering of City League teams 
- On-ice instruction given to specific teams 
- Skills clinics provided to respective league levels 
- Securing of Stampede players as auxiliary coaching resources 
- Authored practice plans 

 
Houck also provided observations about the Association as a whole now having begun his second 
season with us, noting the improved quality of habits (skating habits, “hockey IQ”) demonstrated by 
skaters and teams alike at nearly every level of play.  He attributed the improvements to a 
combination of coaching, curriculum/skills development as part of practice plans, and the facility. 
 
Director of Operations Report – McDonnel offered a report summarizing her activities since the 
November board meeting.  Areas of emphasis included: 

- Securing sponsorships 
- Updating of the reporting system used to account of Association finances 
- In conjunction with the Director of Hockey, evaluation of ancillary programming and 

planning for future/additional offerings 
- Evaluation of the respective fundraising resources the Association makes available to 

members  
 
McDonnel also explained the budgeting process for the upcoming fiscal year will begin in 
February. 
 
New Business 
Referee pay – Hunter presented a comparison showing referee pay for SFYHA-hosted games by 
league-level to the SDAHA-posted rates.  Currently SFYHA pays a premium for Squirt-level 
tournament games it hosts with the intention of securing more experienced officials for the games.  
The board deferred action on the topic.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm 
 

NEXT MEETING – Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
6:30pm – 5000 S Minnesota Ave ~ 2nd Floor Conference Room 

 
  


