SDAHA Fall Meeting

Saturday, September 24th, 2016
Pierre Chamber of Commerce Building

800 West Dakota Avenue

Pierre, SD
· Sign In 8:30 am
· Call to order 9:00 am

· Welcome – Introductions

· Confirmation of voting delegates and determination of Quorum

· Adoption of agenda

· Approval of Spring and Teleconference Meeting Minutes 
· Teleconference calls 6/28/16, 7/14/16 and 8/14/16
· Electronic votes 8/1/16 and 8/16/16
· Financial Report – Randy Honkomp, Treasurer

· Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 

· Presentation/Acceptance of 2016-17 Proposed Budget 
· Registrars Report – Annette Stensgaard, Registrar (Not Present)
· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee
· Officials Report – Cade Bloomenrader, RIC

· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett, Scheduler 
· Coaching Report – Steve Salwei, CIC
· Player Development/Girls Development – Rob Kittay ,Shelby Edwards 
· National Teams – Scott Riddle

· Coaches Committee – Rob Kittay 
· Discipline Report – Tony Lief, VP/Discipline Director 
· Scheduling Report – Maxine Tronnes.

· Senior Showcase –Sam Becher, Brookings President

· Local Association Reports (Aberdeen, Brandon Valley, Brookings, Fremont, Huron, Mitchell, NHAHA, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Spirit Lake, Watertown, Yankton)
· SDAHA Presidents Report – Dan French
· Pro Hockey Celebrity Hunt – Dave Tronnes
· Old Business 

Carry-over from spring meeting:

· Suspension Criteria (Tony Lief, SDAHA VP)

· Proposal #2  Playing Rules/Age Classifications (Rhonda Schenkel, SDAHA, Mike Hunter, Huron)
· Proposal #3  Playing Rule 4H/I – League Split Proposal (SDAHA Committee)
· New Business:  
· Discussion:  Girls 12-U 

· Discussion:  Neutral Ice game procedures

· Site of PWB / PWC State Tournament;  Huron has requested PWB

· Rushmore request to play their second varsity team as JV in Wyoming instead of SD 

Proposals
· #1 By Law Article 2.1 (Heath Larson, Yankton)

· #2 See above (carry over)
· #3 See above (carry over)

· #4  Administrative/Playing Rules 1D - Varsity/Jr. Varsity Rules (Heath Larson, Yankton)
· #5 Tournament Rules 1E (Heath Larson, Yankton)

Last two to be considered if Committee Proposal does not pass:

· #6  Tournament Rules 1D (Heath Larson, Yankton)
· #7 Playing Rules 4H (Heath Larson, Yankton)
· Date of Spring Meeting in Huron
· Nominating Committee: Elections for President/Secretary
· Adjournment

Proposal #1:  By-Laws

Date:  ______9/3/2016___
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
ARTICLE 2.1 - ByLaws

· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:

 2.1 Participating Members: Any community, association or group intending to participate in SDAHA league play or in SDAHA District, Regional or State Tournament competition must be a Participating Member of SDAHA.

· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

2.1 Participating Members: Any community, association or group intending to participate in SDAHA league play or in SDAHA District, Regional or State Tournament competition must be a Participating Member of SDAHA.

Participating membership in the SDAHA association requires a minimum of 3 teams participating in SDAHA League play

· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:
To be able to vote and influence league decisions, having teams playing in our league should be a minimum requirement.  3 teams at whatever age level of play, I would consider an interested party in the affairs of SDAHA.

SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 

Heath Larson - Yankton
*************************************************************************
Proposal #2:  Playing Rules
   
Date:  September 5, 2016
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 

Replace:   Age/Team Classification in the SDAHA Playing Rules, PG1

(Letter/number/page/etc. – If adding a rule, indicate where you wish rule placed.
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:

· Youth





 
Girls

· 2016-2017 Season



 
 
2016-2017 Season

· Mites born on 7/1/2007 or thereafter



12-under born on 1/1/2004 or thereafter  **

· Squirts born on 7/1/2005 or thereafter

 

14-under born on 1/1/2002 or thereafter 

· Peewees born on 7/1/2003 or thereafter


16-under born on 1/1/2000 or thereafter

· Bantams born on 7/1/2001 or thereafter.
          

19-under born on1/1/1997 or thereafter.

· Midget* born on 7/1/1998 or thereafter.
          


Varsity/Jr. Varsity born 1/1/1997 or thereafter

· Varsity/Jr. Varsity born on 7/1/1997 or thereafter



 

· *SDAHA does not officially recognize the Midget classification. All players in this group will be registered as Varsity/Jr. Varsity. 

· **Effective with the 2015-16 season, SDAHA will add a league level Girls 12-U division.  This division will follow the peewee guidelines for league play.  These players may dual  roster on the G12-U team, plus the GV/GJV or a non-league level team but not dual roster on any other league level team. (4/15)  

· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

· Youth Age/Team Classifications





 
Girls

· 2016-2017  2017-2018 Season



 
 
2016-2017 Season

· Six(6) & Under (6U)
· Mites born on 7/1/2007 or thereafter  Seven(7) & Eight(8) (8U)

12-under born on 1/1/2004 or thereafter  **

· Squirts born on 7/1/2005 or thereafter Nine(9) & Ten(10) (10U)

14-under born on 1/1/2002 or thereafter 

· Peewees born on 7/1/2003 or thereafter Eleven(11) & Twelve(12) (12U)
16-under born on 1/1/2000 or thereafter

· Bantams born on 7/1/2001 or thereafter. Thirteen(13) & Fourteen(14) (14U)
19-under born on1/1/1997 or thereafter.

· Midget* born on 7/1/1998 or thereafter.
Fifteen(15) & Sixteen(16) (16U)   
Varsity/Jr. Varsity born 1/1/1997 or thereafter

· Varsity/Jr. Varsity born on 7/1/1997 or thereafter
Seventeen(17) &  Eighteen(18) (18U)


 

· *SDAHA does not officially recognize the Midget classification. All players in this group will be registered as Varsity/Jr. Varsity. 

· **Effective with the 2015-16 season, SDAHA will add a league level Girls 12-U division.  This division will follow the peewee (12U) guidelines for league play.  These players may dual  roster on the G12-U team, plus the GV/GJV or a non-league level team but not dual roster on any other league level team. (4/15)  

· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule: Would like to adopt USAH Age Classifications starting with the 2017/18 SDAHA season. Reason nice to be on board with USAH.   Issues we have with the JV/Varsity age group are:  constant moving up & down of players, freezing players for each JV game & too many blowout games. 
· We now have enough teams for a 2nd Varsity or 18UA & 18UB league & may have enough for 2 JV or 16UA & 16UB leagues.  This will create closer competition, strongest teams will not have to play weakest teams & a 15-0 game is not good for anyone.
· Our current system, July 1 – June 30th, is very unfair to younger players of each birth year.  At 14U Team SD tryouts each year, younger half of players are PW, older half are Bantams.  At 16U Team SD tryouts younger half of players are Bantam, older half are JV/Varsity.   
· Along with other reasons to be discussed at meeting.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 
Rhonda  Schenkel & Mike Hunter



************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal #3:  Playing Rules 4H/I
 League Split Proposal

This proposal was generated from a committee consisting of; Bryan Kouri (Sioux Falls), Janie Haack (Sioux Center), Vern Burress (Rapid City) and Sam Becher (Brookings).  The proposal is intended to address concerns and issues seen over the last few years around the split of teams within divisions, how many levels to have within an age division, state tournament formats and how we can continue to provide a competitive level of hockey while still growing hockey in South Dakota.  Our committee was made up of members from big to small and developing to developed programs within the state association and we feel this proposal provides a good basis to help grow the game for all associations.

Proposed Changes

For the proposed below; this will replace Sections 4-H and 4-I, of the SDAHA Playing Rules.

I. DETERMINING TEAM LEVELS:  Criteria listed below will be used to determine at what level each association will roster their teams for each season.
No petition is required to play up a level but notification must be made, to the SDAHA President and Scheduler, before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  
Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Petitions for teams to play at a lower level must be supported by a documented history of inability to compete at the league level where playing rules dictate the team shall play.
NEW SDAHA ASSOCIATION MEMBERS WILL BE REVIEWED REGARDING THEIR HISTORICAL LEVELS OF PLAY.  THOSE THAT ARE DETERMINED TO BE NEW ASSOCIATIONS AND HAVE NOT PARTICIPATED AT ANY EQUIVALENT DIVISION(S)/LEVEL(S) OUTSIDE OF SDAHA MAY PLAY ANY TEAMS AT LOWER LEVELS WITHIN A DIVISION ONLY FOR A MAXIMUM OF THEIR FIRST 5 YEARS AS MEMBERS OF SDAHA.  THOSE ASSOCIATIONS WHO ARE DETERMINED TO HAVE PARTICIPATED AT AN EQUIVALENT LEVEL OUTSIDE OF SDAHA WILL BE ALLOWED TO PLAY AT THE LOWEST LEVEL FOR A MAXIMUM OF 5 COMBINED YEARS.  COMBINED YEARS OF PLAY AT A LEVEL WILL BE THE EQUIVALENT LEVEL WHILE BEING A MEMBER OR PLAYING WITHIN ANY OTHER SANCTIONED GROUP AND YEARS PLAYING AT AN EQUIVALENT DIVISION/LEVEL WITHIN SDAHA.  After 5 years, or earlier if the SDAHA Board determines it is necessary, each level must follow the outline determined in the SDAHA Playing Rules.

In this document the term ‘division’ is in reference to a specific age group, such as Bantam or Girls 12U.  These divisions can contain multiple skill levels with A being the top skill level and B being a developmental skill level within an age division; with this being referenced as the ‘level’ here on out.  In this document the A and B levels will be interchangeable for Varsity and Jr. Varsity levels, whereas Varsity being the equivalent A level and the Jr. Varsity being the equivalent as the B level here on out.
If 20 teams or less are registered in a division with A and B levels, all teams will play in a single conference within the respective levels. The same holds true if there are less than 10 teams registered in a single level division.  If 21 or more with A and B divisions or 10 or more for a single level division, then a 2 conference league schedule will be followed within the respective levels.  The following criteria will be used for the conference splits:

I. When an association has one team at any one division, that team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level.

II. When an association has two teams at any one division, one team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and the second team will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.

III. When an association has three teams at any one division, one team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and the second and third team will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level. 

i. At the Varsity and Jr. Varsity level one Jr. Varsity team will be linked to the single Varsity team to facilitate the dual rostering and floating of players between these teams.  The remaining Jr. Varsity team will not be allowed any players to be dual rostered and float with the Varsity team.

IV. When an association has four teams at any one division, two teams shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and two teams will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.

V. When an association has five teams at any one division, two teams shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and three teams will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level. An association will be allowed to have the 5th team play a non-league schedule as long as the remaining teams are competitive in their division. Consistent failure to maintain competitive league teams may result in the disallowance of future non-league play.

VI. If an association has two or more teams playing in the same skill level within a division the team selection must be conducted to yield two teams of equal ability and skill.

i. The SDAHA Executive Board of Directors will review any perceived unbalanced team selections on an annual basis, after the conclusion of a season.

ii. If it is deemed that an association did not do their due diligence to create equal teams, based on ability and skill, within a level.  The SDAHA Board of Directors will determine sanctions for the offending association.
iii. At the Varsity and Jr. Varsity level players may be dual rostered and participate in both Varsity and Jr. Varsity level.  In this age group an Association may not be able to create completely balanced teams if there is an imbalance between the number of Varsity and Jr. Varsity teams within an Association.  This will be factored into a determination.

iv. Sanctions can range from warnings with or without financial punishments up to and including post season playing bans.

II. Recommended conference splits for levels with multiple conferences

I. Conferences will be called Campbell and Clarke.  (Conference names could be changed if desired)
II. The goal of the conference make up is to balance travel from a mileage basis for all associations competing in the SDAHA.

III. It is recommended the following associations are in each conference;

i. Campbell – Brookings, Fremont, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls 1, Spirit Lake, Brandon, Watertown and Yankton
ii. Clarke – Aberdeen , Huron, Mitchell, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Falls 2 and Northern Hills

IV. These conference splits are recommendations and can be adjusted based on total team numbers with the goal to create close to equal team numbers within a division while still balancing travel distance. 
III. League game scheduling
I. This section will outline the recommended schedule for league games
II. The following game count recommendation should be followed by division
i. Peewee/Girls 12U – Recommend scheduling 16-18 league games
ii. Bantam – Recommend scheduling 18-20 league games
iii. Jr. Varsity/Varsity – Recommend scheduling 20-22 games
III. Teams will play an equal number of in conference games against all in conference teams
IV. It is recommended that teams play 2-4 non-conference teams within the league schedule but will be based on the team numbers within each conference
IV. For dual conference levels the top seed from each conference will be declared the conference champion.  
V. For single conference levels the top seed will be declared the league champion.
The following will update the SDAHA Tournament Rules

I. State tournaments will be played as an 8 team bracket tournament
II. When a division/level has less than 8 teams the SDAHA President will determine the state tournament format in conjunction with the hosting location.  
III. For a single conference divisions and levels the top 8 teams will make the state tournament and seeding assigned based on the end of league standings.  All tie breakers will follow tie breaker rules set within this document
IV. For dual conference divisions and levels the top 4 teams from each conference will make the state tournament.  All tie breakers will follow tie breaker rules set within this document
a. Seed 1 of the Clarke conference will play seed 4 of the Campbell conference

b. Seed 2 of the Clarke conference will play seed 3 of the Campbell conference

c. Seed 3 of the Clarke conference will play seed 2 of the Campbell conference

d. Seed 4 of the Clarke conference will play seed 1 of the Campbell conference

e. The higher seed will be the home team for all games

************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal #4:  Playing Rules/administration rule 1D
   

Date:  ______9/3/2016_____________
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 

D. Varsity/Jr. Varsity - Within SDAHA league play, a varsity/jr. varsity format will be used. 
For each scheduled SDAHA league game, each association shall field a varsity and a jr. varsity team, each comprised of no more than 20 eligible players from their respective SDAHA varsity rosters. SDAHA will provide league schedules and team standings/statistics for all league levels, and individual statistics for any youth varsity television coverage. Games played outside of SDAHA league play must be played with teams registered in accordance with USA Hockey, Inc.

I. Throughout the season, the varsity coach will “freeze” 10 varsity players for each Jr. Varsity and Varsity regular season league game.  These may be different players for each game, but must be always be a total of 10 players.  

II. The names of these frozen players will be clearly designated on the JV score sheets for those games and they may not play the Jr. Varsity game being played on that date.

III. For the Jr. Varsity State Tournaments, each varsity coach must designate which 10 players will be designated “varsity only” prior to the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.  Those 10 players may not participate in the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.

IV. For girls Jr. Varsity and Varsity team, to the extent this rule would cause a Jr. Varsity girls team to play with less than 11 players, this rule does not apply and that team shall freeze whatever number of girl players are in excess of the 11 players.(9/2013)

· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

D. Varsity/Jr. Varsity - Within SDAHA league play, a varsity/jr. varsity format will be used. 
For each scheduled SDAHA league game, each association shall field a varsity and a jr. varsity team, each comprised of no more than 20 eligible players from their respective SDAHA varsity rosters. SDAHA will provide league schedules and team standings/statistics for all league levels, and individual statistics for any youth varsity television coverage. Games played outside of SDAHA league play must be played with teams registered in accordance with USA Hockey, Inc.

V. Throughout the season, the varsity coach will “freeze” 10 varsity players for each Jr. Varsity and Varsity regular season league game.  These may be different players for each game, but must be always be a total of 10 players.  

VI. The names of these frozen players will be clearly designated on the JV score sheets for those games and they may not play the Jr. Varsity game being played on that date.

VII. For the Jr. Varsity State Tournaments, each varsity coach must designate which 10 players will be designated “varsity only” prior to the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.  Those 10 players may not participate in the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.

VIII. If an association has 40 or more Youth Varsity and Junior Varsity players, the Varsity coach must lock the entire Varsity team prior to the Jr.Varsity State Tournament.  Those Varsity players may not participate in the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.

IX. For girls Jr. Varsity and Varsity team, to the extent this rule would cause a Jr. Varsity girls team to play with less than 11 players, this rule does not apply and that team shall freeze whatever number of girl players are in excess of the 11 players.(9/2013)

· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:
· This will help eliminate the issue of a member association not fielding a true Youth Junior Varsity team for the state tournament.

SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 

Heath Larson - Yankton
***************************************************************************
Proposal #5:  Tournament rules

Date:  ______9/3/2016_____________
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 

Tournament rules - Section 1, part E
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:

· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

For ANY state tournament, the host association must be located in South Dakota.

· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:

With new associations coming on board, keeping our identity as a South Dakota organization is critical.  Having state tournaments at all age levels hosted in South Dakota is practical.  Getting Referees to travel out of state for these tournaments is also a concern as well.

SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 

Heath Larson - Yankton
**************************************************************************

The last 2 proposals are only to be considered if the committee’s proposal does not pass – these would allow for an 8 team state tournament and conference play within a division with 10 or more teams…which are the main points of the proposal. 
Proposal #6:  Tournament Rules
 Date:  ______9/3/2016____
Please use a separate form for each proposal.  Additional pages may be used.

· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
Tournament rules - Section 1, part D
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:
D. For the boys varsity state tournament, if there are more than 8 teams, there will be play-in games to reduce the number of teams competing in the state tournament to 8 teams. Time and site of the play in games will be determined by the SDAHA president

· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

For ANY state tournament, if there are more than 8 teams, only the top 8 teams will qualify for the state tournament at any age division.  The top 8 teams in an age Division will be determined by page 8 Section 6, Part B.
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:

This would eliminate play in games and alleviate the stress of hosting a 13-14 team tournament (or more) going forward.  It would allow for the best 8 teams based on league play to move forward.

SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 

Heath Larson - Yankton
*********************************************************************************************************
Proposal #7:  Playing Rules 4H
Date:  ______9/3/2016_____________
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 

page 2 letter I section 1

· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:

H. (Effective 4/2014)  If there more than 20 teams in the peewee and/or bantam leagues, they shall be divided into 3 Divisions (A, B and C).  If there are less than 21 teams at a division level and for all Jr. Varsity and Varsity teams, the previous approved 2013 rule shall be used.  All previously approved date deadlines shall still apply to all levels.

I. Numbers of teams in each Division     

a. One-third of the teams (rounding down) shall be in an A Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.

b. One-third of the teams (rounding up) shall be in a C Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.

c. All remaining teams shall be in a B Division.
· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

I. (Effective 4/2014)  If there more than 20 teams in the peewee and/or bantam leagues, they shall be divided into 3 Divisions (A, B and C).  If there are less than 21 teams at a division level and for all Jr. Varsity and Varsity teams, the previous approved 2013 rule shall be used.  All previously approved date deadlines shall still apply to all levels.

II. Numbers of teams in each Division     

d. One-third of the teams (rounding down) shall be in an A Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.

e. One-third of the teams (rounding up) shall be in a C Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.

f. All remaining teams shall be in a B Division.

ADD –  G.
 If a Division has 10 or more teams, the SDAHA board may divide the Division, mainly based by mileage, into 2 conferences.  

· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:

It would be beneficial for scheduling and travel distances to allow larger groups of teams in an age Division to be able to limit travel while still being able to get the games needed to play.  This addition would allow for conference play, if enough teams were in a particular age division.

SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 

Heath Larson - Yankton
