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Oregon Soccer Association Board Meeting Minutes 
 

October 18, 2007 
 

RCI, 7:30 pm 
 

Present: Christine Johnston, Art Hallinan, Jon Odorico, Lee Christensen, Bob Tolly, Russ Bessemer, Jon 
Fisher, Pete Christofferson, Justin Johnson, Lynn Roemer, Dave Frankson 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

1) Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes: Meeting minutes from the September 2007 
meeting were approved unanimously. 

 
2) Winter Training: Plans and organization of winter training sessions were discussed at 

length.  The general framework of the sessions is that 2 five week sessions will be 
offered at the Oregon Sports and Fitness Center which will begin January 8, 2007 and 
will be run by Danny Craig, the British Sports Challenger coach.    Exact schedules and 
number of players per session have not been set as of yet. The Classic commissioner 
(Russ Bessemer) and the U9/10 commissioners (Pete Christofferson and Justin 
Johnson) were coordinating.  Plans were made to advertise to attract more players and 
teams.  Bob Tolly agreed to email MAYSA rec teams to promote the opportunity and 
gauge interest.  After much discussion about the cost details, which included rental costs 
of the facility, coaching costs, and OSA subsidy, a motion was made to set the costs per 
player at $80 per 1.5 hr/week sessions per player per session, and $55 per 1 hr/week 
session per player per session.  This motion was unanimously approved. 

 
3) Summer Camps: Early plans were presented for conducting Summer Soccer Camps in 

2008.  July 28-Aug 1 and Aug 4-8 were proposed as possible dates for open camps and 
team camps, respectively. After a brief discussion, a suggestion was made to contact 
Alex Wake of British Challenger to ask him to give us a presentation and/or to be 
available to answer questions the Board had about a variety of issues regarding how this 
organization runs its summer camps.  Issues included but were not limited to options 
available to OSA, costs, and the possibility for OSA to share in the profits. Russ 
Bessemer agreed to follow up on this. 

 
4) New Classic Commissioner: Russ Bessemer announced he is stepping down from his 

position as Classic Commissioner.  The Board thanked Russ for his hard work and 
numerous contributions on behalf of OSA. Russ agreed to provide the Board and the new 
commissioner a written Job Description and Timeline, including a list of major 
responsibilities.  Christine announced that she was accepting nominations for this 
position. 

 
5) Classic Referee Problems:  Several board members presented and discussed issues 

regarding the assigning of referees to Classic teams games.  The issue centered around 
the fact that many games had an insufficient supply of referees present (both center and 
side refs) at Classic team games this past Fall. This caused either some scrambling at 
the last minute by team managers to fill the gaps, or simply the lack of an adequate 
numbers of referees at the games. There were downstream ramifications of this situation, 
which were undesirable.  Bob reported that this was due to the fact that the referee 
assigning system being used by MAYSA called Arbiter did not allow access by the 
manager to see if referees were assigned. It was also noted that Linda Huttenhoff had a 
long list of unassigned games, which were not filled in a timely manner because of 
personnel inefficiency.  It was also noted that there may have been a shortage of eligible 
referees because of the combined effects of two events: first, that there has been a 
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paucity of local referee classes offered and second, that MAYSA/WYSA raised the age 
and class requirements for refereeing a particular level.  As a result of these multiple 
elements, there appeared to be a ”perfect storm” which led to a shortage of available, 
assigned referees. 

 
After much discussion, it was agreed that Christine would write a strong official 
letter from the OSA to Chris Lay expressing our concerns about referee 
assignments as noted above and to encourage MAYSA to allow more visibility to the 
Arbiter system, and to offer and advertise more local, and therefore convenient and easily 
attended referee classes in order to develop an abundant supply of available referees.  It 
will also be strongly stated that we recommend that measures be taken to correct this 
deficit as soon as possible and/or for the upcoming spring season.  In the short term, a 
possible stop-gap measure for the OSA was proposed: distribute a short list of locally 
available certified referees to team coaches and managers, so that gaps in assigned refs 
can be filled at the last minute. This was considered by the Board to be a good 
suggestion that should be carried out prior to the spring season, but it was felt that this 
would only solve half the problem.   
 
In the long-term, it was felt that an important long-term goal of MAYSA/WYSA should be 
to correct personnel and software inefficiencies brought to light this past fall season in 
order to provide reliable referee coverage for all Classic games and to provide improved 
communication to the teams at the local level as to whether or not a full referee 
complement has been assigned.   

 
6) Huntoon Field Renovations: The Board reviewed an Oregon Athletic Booster Club 

(OABC) proposal and invitation from Wayne Mixdorf.  The invitation is for OSA to 
participate in the planning and funding of developing a Master Plan for renovation of 
Huntoon fields.  At this early stage the OABC was looking for financial support to help 
pay for the development of a master plan proposal to be created by Rettler Corp., which 
they would then bring to the OHS booster club and School Board ultimately for approval.  
The initial Master plan from Rettler Corp. would cost $11,500 and include a topographic 
site survey and project plan.   

Discussions centered around what OSA’s commitment should be, whether there was 
a need for more soccer fields giving anticipated growth, and what was the likelihood of 
the renovations being completed.  All agreed that OSA is likely to continue growing in the 
number of in house, rec and classic teams and in the number of teams invited to the OSA 
annual soccer tournament. Given that in the tournament this year games were played on 
fields in several different locations and that many fields have suffered from overuse and 
from being frequently under water, there was a strong feeling that OSA needed access to 
more good quality and well-drained soccer fields.   
 
A motion was made to commit $1000 to OABC to support the development of a  
master plan for renovations at Huntoon fields.  Vote – 10 yeah, 1- nay. The motion  
carried.  
 
Post –meeting update: The OABC provided complete funding so that OSA funding was 
ultimately not necessary. Christine Johnston will represent the OSA at planning meeting 
over the next several months. Final master plans are due to be presented by the end 
January 2008.          
   
Dave Frankson mentioned his knowledge of plans in the works to develop soccer fields at 
Village Park (aka Keller Alpine Meadow Park between Hwy CC and Netherwood Rd. off 
of Alpine Pkwy). He agreed to contact Jon Blanchard of the Village Park Board about 
details and current status of these plans and pass along this information to the OSA 
Board at the next meeting.  
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7) OSA Newsletter: Christine conveyed her intention to print and distribute a newsletter by 
December 2007. Everyone agreed that a newsletter would be an excellent method of 
communicating past notable happenings and important upcoming events and deadlines 
to the soccer community.  Christine is accepting contributions for the December 
newsletter through November.  Please forward all noteworthy contributions for the 
newsletter to Christine Johnston as soon as possible. Christine@TrachteUSA.com 
or cjjohnston@uwalumni.com 

 
8) Request for expected budgeting items for the upcoming season: To OSA 

officers/volunteers: Please turn in your requests for items that you expect to ask OSA to 
pay for over the next calendar year (or season??) to Lee Christensen 
lchristensen2914@charter.net. This is for budgeting purposes. Amounts not necessary; 
just a list of items.  Please contact Lee directly for questions.  

 
9) Goalkeeping classes:  Art Hallinan presented a proposal to hold 2 free goal keeper 

coaching clinics at Oregon Fitness Center to be conducted by Jim Launder of WYSA in 
Nov/Dec.  The Board generally agreed this is an excellent idea and the soccer 
community would benefit greatly. This will be for all U11-U14 coaches in both Rec and 
Classic leagues.   Future emails from Art will provide details as to dates and times. 
 
Other coaching classes:  Craig Carlson will hold a Y1 license class on April 8, 2008. 

 
10) Annual General Meeting Date: The annual general meeting date has been set for April  

6, 2008. The meeting will be held at RCI commons, the usual location at what time. 
 

11) Other business:  
1) Pete Christofferson brought up discussion about possible need to assess 

performance of hired local coaches.  There was general agreement by the Board that this 
was important to carry out and that the Classic Commissioner should spearhead this 
effort.  Details as to how and when this would be conducted were not discussed.  
 2) Art Hallinan requested expenses to purchase 6 DVD’s “Play like Champions” 
to be given to the Oregon Public Library. There was a motion to allow Art to purchase 
these Soccer DVDs and give them to the library.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

3) There was a proposal to establish a new OSA Administrative Position.  A draft 
description of the duties of such a position including proposed compensation was 
distributed. A short general discussion of the merits of establishing such a position 
followed and while it was generally agreed there were significant merits, it was suggested 
that this item be discussed in more detail at a follow-up meeting.  

4) The Board wished to thank Russ Bessemer for his outstanding and tireless 
efforts as Classic Commissioner this past year.  Russ, in return, expressed his gratitude 
and thanked the organization for allowing him to serve as an officer. 

 
12) Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at around  

10 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for November 15. 
 
 
 

 
 

  


