Section (2)

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible to participate in an Association Contest, a student shall meet all of the following criteria:
2.1

A student must be enrolled in twenty hours per week and in regular attendance in ten hours per week at the school where the
student participates. Regular attendance is defined as actual physical presence in the building (bricks and mortar). A home
school student is not eligible to participate for an MHSA member school.

2.2

A grading period is defined as one semester. A semester is defined as one half of a school year (approximately 18 school
weeks or 90 school days). This definition is applicable to all schools regardless of the type of class scheduling format utilized
(i.e. block, traditional, trimester etc.).

2.3

A student must have received a passing grade and received credit in at least twenty periods of prepared class work or its
equivalent in the last previous semester, at the school where the student participates; except that any ninth grade student
enrolled and attending any junior high, in the same school system as the senior high school, may be eligible to participate on
that senior high school’s athletic teams. If the school prohibits participation by ninth grade students, this action by the local
school will not be subject to review by the MHSA or its Executive Board.

2.4

A student must have received a passing grade and received credit in at least twenty periods of prepared work per week or its
equivalent during the last preceding semester in which he/she was enrolled.

2.5

If a student is assigned an “incomplete” or a “condition” in a subject, he/she has not received a passing grade in this subject.
The record at the end of the semester is final.

2.6

In the case of two or more schools entering into a cooperative sponsorship of activities, a student enrolled as a student and
otherwise satisfying eligibility requirements would be eligible to participate in any activity sponsored by the school, regardless
of whether the activity is sponsored only by the school or in conjunction and cooperation with another school, without being in
violation of Article II, Section 2.

2.7

No student may establish eligibility concurrently at two member schools. Dual enrollment is not recognized for the purpose of
eligibility in MHSA activities.

2.8

This rule is not applicable to IDEA ’04 and Section 504 students when their individual education plans (IEP) under IDEA or
their educational accommodation plans under Section 504 certify that the students are not required to meet this minimum
academic to have passed 20 hours of prepared work per week. However, all students must be enrolled in twenty hours per
week and in regular attendance in ten hours per week. Special education or Section 504 certification that the student is not
required to meet the minimum academic requirements may not be enacted retroactively (after grades have been assigned at
the end of the previous semester).

2.9

The second semester begins on Monday morning following the week in which the first semester ends. A student who
becomes eligible the second semester would then become eligible on Monday morning. A student who becomes ineligible
the second semester would become ineligible on Monday morning.
INTERPRETATIONS
1. A student may not compete “unattached” or “independently.” He/she must compete for and be eligible to represent his/her member high school.
2. Schools may be more stringent in their policies.

3. Twenty hours of prepared class work is defined as four subjects that grant one unit of credit each for the full school year, or their equivalent (e.g., three
classes carrying one unit of credit for the school year and two classes carrying one-half unit of credit for the school year) or the equivalency in a block/trimester
schedule would meet this requirement.
4. Only school district-approved course work can be used to compute the 20 periods of prepared work.
5. The scholastic record at the end of the semester shall be final and deficiencies may not be made up in any manner. Deficiencies, including
incompletes, conditions and failures for the previous semester may not be made up during a subsequent semester, summer session, night school,
correspondence, or tutoring for the purpose of establishing or maintaining MHSA eligibility.
6. The intent of the rule prohibiting incomplete grades from being made up is not to prohibit incomplete grades which were given in cases of illness,
injury or attending school authorized functions.
7. A student attending an alternative school not housed within the high school is considered eligible for competition if the student a) is academically
eligible from the previous semester, b) is enrolled and in regular attendance for twenty hours per week of approved high school classes, c) is eligible to receive a
diploma from the high school for which he/she is competing, and d) the principal of the high school verifies that the student meets all other eligibility requirements
such as age, semesters etc. and is in good standing.

