SDAHA FALL MEETING, 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015, 
Ramkota Hotel

Aberdeen, SD

Meeting called to order by SDAHA President Dan French.  Introductions were made and Cade Bloomenrader was welcomed as the new Referee in Chief replacing Doug Sorensen.  Present were:  Jeff Scheel (Aberdeen voting), Sam Becher (Brookings voting), Mike Hunter (Huron voting), Tim Loes (Mitchell voting), James Johns (Rushmore voting),Scott Riddle (Watertown voting),  Bryan Kouri (Sioux Falls  voting), Terry Pedersen (Yankton voting), Janie Haack (Sioux Center voting), Tony Lief (SDAHA VP voting), Gary DeYoung (SDAHA Treasurer voting).  Voting members absent were Oahe and Rhonda Schenkel (SDAHA Secretary).

Others present:  Maxine Tronnes (Adm. Asst), Cade Bloomenrader (RIC), Dawn Magee (Risk Manager), Steve Salwei (CIC), Jodi Sterrett (Officials Scheduler), Dave Tronnes (NPD), Dave Mannes (Natl Teams), Cherry Hunter (SF), Boy Schulz (Brookings), Wendy Meyer (Brookings), Bruce Palmer (SD Officials), Dan Haack (SC), Dane Yde (SD Officials) and several persons from Aberdeen.  No representatives in attendance from NHAHA or Brandon Valley.
Number of voting delegates was confirmed, with 11 attending and two absent.  Quorum was determined.

Tim Loes, Mitchell made a motion that the agenda be amended to allow Mitchell to make a request to play PWB instead of PWA for the coming season.  Janie Haack seconded.  Motion passed.  Motion made by Bryan Kouri, seconded by Jeff Scheel to adopt the agenda as amended.  Motion passed.  Agenda adopted.

Motion made by Gary De Young, seconded by Tim Loes to approve the Spring Meeting minutes, the conference call 7/23/15 minutes, the conference call 8/20/15 minutes, and the notes  from the electronic vote 9/17/15.  Motion passed.
Gary De Young, SDAHA treasurer reviewed the fund and cash balances, explaining variances and deficits.  Motion made by Gary DeYoung, seconded by Bryan Kouri, to approve the 9/1/14 to 7/31/15 budget report.  Motion passed.  Gary next reviewed the proposed budget for 9/1/15 through 7/31/16.  Major changes were the NPD line item increased from $1000 to $2000 to support grow the games initiatives and salary increases for the administrative assistant and the official’s scheduler.  Discussed tournament expenses and increased assessments.  Motion to approved proposed budget made by Sam Becher, seconded by Bryan Kouri.  Motion passed.
Gary then explained the Finance Committee’s recommendation for the player development fund.  Discussion was had on how to fairly divide the monies in the fund between general fund, girls and boys.  There was additional discussion on amount of start-up monies for each group, and use of purchased trailers for both groups.  Motion made by Gary De Young, seconded by Scott Riddle to approved the recommendation.  Motion passed.
SEE ATTACHMENTS FOR ALL BUDGET INFORMATION.

SDAHA Registrar not present, but Dan French stated that the note regarding the sanctioning of all invitational tournaments through USAH was in the electronic notes from 9/17/15.  This was a major problem from last season.  All tournaments must be registered with USAH to be legal and have insurance coverage.  It was also mentioned that contact with Annette Stensgaard should go through your local registrar first.  Any requests for end of the season awards must also come from your local registrar.  There was some discussion about problems in the past with getting tournaments sanctioned in a timely manner.  The registration of tournaments is now all on line, and does not require going through the state registrar, so that should save time and be more convenient.  Discussion about what was considered a tournament:  Dan French stated that if you declared a winner, it was considered a tournament.  If unsure, contact the state registrar or the NPD registrar, Todd Porter. 
Dawn Magee presented the SDAHA Risk Managers report.  USAH has partnered with Swanns for fundraising so let your locals know.  Very few risk managementissues, but Safe Sport programs are being emphasized.  Dawn reviewed some information on Safe Sport.  Discussion held on who should take the safe sport training.  Coaches must take safe sport training; volunteers that work with children should also take the training, especially locker room monitors.  It is an “every other year” course.  USAH prefers that locals handle problems internally, but to contact Dawn with any problems or questions.  They should have a committee set up to handle problems.  Safe Sport handbook is on line.  Dawn would like each association to have their designated safe sport person to contact her. Discussion on how often coaches/volunteers get background checks done on-line and if we get charged for just filling out form.  Can we get lists of who has already had a background check done to avoid duplication and make sure all are done?  Dawn says she will get a list to each association.  
Dawn mentioned it was time to stress zero tolerance.  See attached rules on zero tolerance.  This will be discussed more later in the meeting.
Referee in Chief, Cade Bloomenrader informed everyone the official’s clinic dates were on the website.  The 4-man system vs the 3-man system were also discussed.  He asked that local posts the dates on their websites also.  Discussion was held on fostering new officials.  Dan Yde (SDOHA) discussed the feedback from officials on 3-man vs 4-man systems.  Officials liked the 4-man system as it helped foster new officials, and helped the older officials keep up with the play.  But, travel costs were much more when there were no local officials.  Ways need to be found to recruit and keep new officials, as the costs are very high with few games at the beginning.  Many new officials get discouraged.  We need to find ways to help offset costs and get the new officials games.  Cade emphasized recruitment, and specifically mentioned female officials.
Dan welcomed Cade as the new Referee in Chief for South Dakota.  Additional discussion covered colored mouth guards being a point of emphasis this coming season due to the potential of injury.  Mouth guard violations were reviewed, as they could easily turn into a player sitting out 10 minutes and eventually a game misconduct if multiple penalties.  Must have mouth guard in mouth if on the ice playing.
Officials Scheduler:  Jodi Sterrett had no current issues to report.

Coach in Chief, Steve Salwei distributed a list of coaching clinics being held this fall.  All coaches must attend a clinic to be certified.  Discussion on modules, safe sport and specific age group requirements was held.  More information on upper level clinic sites and dates will be coming.  Have some new CEP instructors this season.  
Players Development:  See attached report from Rob Kittay.  The report includes dates of camps.  
National teams:  Dave Mannes reporting preseason has been smooth, except with a few issues with the Jr. Stampede and time conflicts.  Have lost a few players to other programs, but that has just given other players the chance to make the national teams.  Dan French:  Girls will have two teams, U-19 and U-14, with play in games for the U-19 Girls National Tournament Presidents weekend February 13-15, 2016.  Girls U-14 will not be competing for nationals at this time.
Discipline: Tony Lief, VP:  Presidents are responsible for making sure suspensions are served by players or coaches.  If a Game Misconduct is not reported through the system, it must be reported by the association to Tony.  This is because it affects progressive penalty discipline measure when a player or coach has more than one game suspension.  Dan asked that officials stress getting the Game Misconducts reported on line, but we are unable to control out of state issues.  We did have some issues with suspensions not being reported correctly.  The process of reporting suspensions was discussed.  Tony asked that the USAH suspension notice he sends out NOT be forwarded on to anyone else as it has information on officials.  He is working on a form that the local can send on to the coaches and players.  Differences in suspensions relating to varsity levels was discussed, such as players can’t play in varsity games until suspension from JV game is served.  Tony will send out a reminder list of suspensions that should be served in the coming season.  Dan mentioned that the scoresheet has been slightly redesigned.  Tony mentioned he is happy to take calls from parents and discuss problems, but passes on this information to associations or officials.  
Once again, there was discussion about policing the crowds when there is a problem with fans.  Zero Tolerance rules were discussed again.  Parents and volunteers need to help control behavior in the stands, especially at the varsity level (See attached Zero Tolerance rules).  Remove parents/fans that are creating a problem.  Have a plan to take care of these types of problems.  Some examples of problems and how they were handled were mentioned.  Visiting parents need to help “police” their own crowds.  Officials could also approach the minor officials at the scorer’s bench to have some action taken.  Locals were also asked to have a person that would be available to control fans at the request of officials, etc.  It was mentioned that the officials control the game clock and can use it to gain control of the crowd.
Freeze ten lists:  Tony reminded all associations that these should be ability based, not age based.  A player who is a top player should NOT be playing in JV state tournaments.  He asked that presidents of locals be involved in submitting the JV state tournament lists at the end of the season.  Tony will challenge a coach regarding a player if he feels the player should not be playing at the JV state tournaments.  

Scheduling/Administrative Assistant report:  Maxine Tronnes:  Scoresheets should be taken home.  There are a few minor changes on the newer scoresheets that should be noted.  Instructions on completing a scoresheet are included in handouts.  She also mentioned that we need to think about a proposal to limit tournaments for the spring meeting and she will be approaching all locals for input.  She discussed a GV team having 27 games and only 11 open weekends to schedule them in for the coming season.  The problem is not the league games, but the number of away and home tournaments that limit available ice time.  
Senior Showcase:  Sam Becher, Brookings stated that the registration for the Senior Showcase is on the SDAHA website and should be completed soon as they need to order jerseys for the event.  Brookings was thanked for continuing to do the Senior Showcase.
Association Reports:  Aberdeen: Ice has been in for two weeks, players on ice already, about the same in registration numbers.  The second sheet of ice will be done in two weeks.  Brookings:  Had ice all summer, numbers close to normal, having a clinic/camp this fall.  Huron:  Ice is in, they ran a summer skating program, Rooster Cup does not currently have enough teams and they are looking for out of state contacts  to help fill it out or may cancel.  Mitchell:  Both sheets of ice in, had ice through June, average number in registration except peewees. There are strong numbers in younger levels.
**At this point in meeting, it was decided to discuss Mitchell’s request to play PWB instead of PWA.  Mitchell has very few second year peewee skaters, and moved three of them to the bantam level.  They had too many peewees for one team and not enough for two.  Most are first year peewee players.  Discussion was held about splits, as it would leave only 6 A teams, 6 C teams and 10 B teams and what is best for SDAHA.  Janie Haack asked if any PWB team would be willing to switch with Mitchell.  Sioux Center said they would be willing to do so.  Motion by Bryan Kouri, seconded by Gary De Young to allow Mitchell and Sioux Center Peewee teams to switch divisions was made.  Mitchell would be PWB and Sioux Center would be PWA for the coming season.  Motion Passed.

Association Reports:  NHAHA, no one present but Dan mentioned that Yankton’s boards were being passed on to NHAHA to allow them to practice on outside ice.  Brookings is also donating a scoreboard.  Oahe:  no representative present.  Rushmore:  Finishing up water main construction, so water will be drinkable.  City provided $200,000 of $285,000 costs.  They are also renovating locker rooms, dryland area.  Registration numbers unknown. Sioux Center:  Numbers about the same, Try Hockey programs successful, working on growing the girls programs.  Ice is in, practice starting next week.  Sioux Falls: Had 2 sheets all summer, learned a lot from first year of rinks.  Numbers are up. They would like notice of coaching clinic dates earlier.  Watertown:  New facility in budget, moving slowly.  Their growth at lower levels is good.  Are painting and revitalizing the current rink.  They changed back to SD registration ages.  Yankton:  New boards and glass, working on ice.  Raised $175,000 by just calling supporters instead of mailing or e-mailing to help pay for lights, bleachers, glass, etc.  Numbers seem to be good.
SDAHA Presidents report:  Audit done in mid- August by USAH.  It went well.  They had three candidates for RIC, all good, and picked Cade.  We still need a South Dakota “Grow the Game” representative.  Discussed the position and asked for the associations to look for someone for the position.
Pro Hockey Hunt:  Dave Tronnes reported on celebrities, and problems with attendance.  Had 6 celebrities, with two sled team members that were great guests.  Might be last hunt.  Looking at other options, will have issued over 100 scholarships after this year.  Talked about some of the events we sponsored last year such as the goalie clinic that was a great success.  Also is NPD Grow the Game representative and explained a little more about position for SD.  Only need desire to help as USAH has done all the preparation work and has all the materials to help the volunteer.
Old Business:  
#1:  The SDAHA administrative rules Section 9 of the Zero Tolerance regarding Spectators needs to be addressed by the local associations.  Dan has some ideas & will bring them to the fall meeting.  
Current meeting:  More discussion on Zero Tolerance rules and enforcement.  Associations and parents need to be responsible to help and Dan asks each local to have their parents police themselves. As long as appropriate responses to violations are taken by the local there will probably be no follow up action by the SDAHA discipline committee.  See zero tolerance attachment.
#2:  National Tournament for boys is in Virginia, and if any team is interested they need to let Dan know right away.  He has already indicated there probably won’t be a team from South Dakota.  The league champions usually attend the tournament.

# 3:  From Spring meeting:  Changing methods for a league tiebreaker.  Specifically, using goals allowed rather than goal differential.  Kevin Miley & Sam Becher, Brookings.  Kevin spoke about how the Bantam teams from Rushmore & Brookings where seeded to use them as an example.  According to USA Hockey if goal differential it’s capped at 6.  Would like to see a proposal at the fall meeting to change the way SDAHA has their seeding.  Sports NGIN ranks the teams by goal differential so if we change this someone would have to manually account for this.  If you change this you wouldn’t see teams running up scores against teams to win a tie breaker.  
Current Meeting:  Proposed change below
A. Seeds - Teams shall be seeded in the SDAHA State Tournaments in the order of their finish in SDAHA league play (ranked by points with two points for a win and one point for a tie or an overtime loss). If two (2) or more teams have an equal number of points, their position in the final league standings shall be determined by the team with the fewest total losses (end of regulation losses plus overtime losses) being the higher seed, then using the following tie breaking format. If one tie-breaker establishes a position for one or more teams, each team is placed in the applicable position. Once a team is placed, the remaining tied teams shall start the tie-breaking process over again at step 1a. The tie-breaker formulas are as follows (SDAHA State Tournament Rules 16):

I. The results of the head-to-head games played between the tied teams in the following order:

a. Most points

b. Most wins

c. Goals allowed (10/15)

Differential – Subtracting goals scored against from goals scored in these games, the positions being determined in order of the greatest surplus.

d. Quotient – Dividing the goals scored in these games by the goals scored against, the positions being determined in order of the greatest quotient.

II. If after applying the above tie-breakers the tie still exists, the results of all SDAHA league games played by the teams tied in the following order:

a. Most wins

b. Most ties

c. Goals allowed (10/15)

Differential – Subtracting goals scored against from goals scored in these games, the positions being determined in order of the greatest surplus.

d. Quotient – Dividing the goals scored in these games by the goals scored against, the positions being determined in order of the greatest quotient.

e. Least penalty minutes.

f. Least match and game misconduct penalties

g. Coin flips. (5/09)

Motion to change rules as listed above made by Sam Becher, seconded by Bryan Kouri.  Motion passed.

#4:  State Tournament Format and #6: Team Splits (currently peewee levels but will involve all levels):  Tabled again until Spring Meeting 2016 for committee action.  TABLED FROM SPRING MEETING:  
Current meeting:  Passed on to committee for review and presentation of proposals at spring meeting.  Sam Becher, Brookings will be chairing a committee. He will send out an e-mail to set up the committee over the next few weeks.  Several persons already interested in being part of this committee.
 #5:  Eliminate 3 penalty rule for GV and Youth Varsity:   This ruling is only for the GV & Youth Varsity ONLY.  Leave in place for GJV, BJV, Bantam & PW.   Discussion was “why leave out the other league teams reasoning right now if they get 3 penalties they are just disqualified from that game.”  The officials visited with the Varsity coaches to make sure that the coaches understand what they are asking because if this rule changes the player could be looking at more game misconducts instead of being disqualified for the game they were currently playing.  At the coaches meeting they did discuss this with the coaches as for example:  they get a trip (minor), then a charge (2&10) & head contact (2&10) they are going to be getting a 2 game misconducts out of this since the 2nd misconduct becomes a 5th penalty or game.  Dan informed us all that the coaches understand that.  Reasoning for not having the other leagues change to this is development.  Need to stay away from those types of penalties.

Current meeting:  Discussion on what is best for players, game.  Should “3 penalty rule” be eliminated and SDAHA use USAH rules only?  Varsity coaches aware of potential of game misconducts, but coaches feel that the players should be made aware of consequences of actions and are fine with elimination of this rule.  If no 3-penalty rule, it could result in many game suspensions due to new USAH rules which give 2-10 penalties, which counts as two penalties.  Much discussion on consequences whichever way decision goes.  
Motion made by Gary DeYoung to eliminate 3 penalty rule for Boys Varsity and Girls Varsity only, seconded by Mike Hunter.
More discussion on how the 2-10 penalties will affect players during a season, causing more discipline action and players sitting out more games while waiting for discipline decisions.
Motion failed.  Votes were counted – six no, four yes, one abstaining
New Business:
Affiliate Agreements:  Dan handed out affiliate agreements for every association to review, sign and return by the end of the month.  It has been many years since we had this done.  We also do not have agreements from Brandon Valley and NHAHA.  Sioux Center does one with Midwest, but should also do one with SDAHA.  USAH will always ask to see your affiliate agreements when there are any conflicts or issues.  It is an important document.
Discussion initiated by James Johns regarding associations adopting codes and rules regarding concussions, such as the high schools currently have in place.  Dan asked if associations present at meeting do have some sort of codes and rules in place, and if they usually have a medical person on site for games. It was recommended that all associations look at making sure some sort of code/rules were adopted and in place.  
Gary De Young initiated discussion regarding the officials pay rates for girl’s 12-U games.  It had been said to follow peewee rules, but peewees have three officials and girls have two.  Motion made by Mike Hunter, seconded by Jeff Scheel to have a three man system for Girls 12-U.  More discussion held regarding two man versus three man for this level. Would officials be available for these games? Motion was withdrawn.  Motion made by Bryan Kouri, seconded by Jeff Scheel to use two official system for Girls 12-U with peewee level pay scale.  Motion passed.  

Cherry Hunter brought up question on what ages or teams are eligible to play the Jr. Stampede?  There was discussion on different levels playing each other and legality of play, insurance.  It was determined that U-14 cannot play the Jr. Stampede or the Sioux Falls varsity teams as their age levels vary.  Who may play each other is determined by age levels based on USAH/South Dakota age rules and USAH sanctioned teams.  It was mentioned that the person to ask was the NPD registrar, Todd Porter.  
Tentative Spring Meeting date set for April 16, 2016 in Huron.  Thank you to Aberdeen for setting up spring meeting.  
Elections will be held at that time for vice president and treasurer.  Gary De Young will not be returning as treasurer, so we will need nominees.

Motion to adjourn made by Gary De Young, seconded by Bryan Kouri.  Motion Passed.
Attachments follow:
Budget Report

Player Development Report

Zero Tolerance Rules
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Finance Committee Recommendation for the Player Development Fund

Split the player development fund in to three funds or sub funds for General, Boys Program, Girls Program with beginning balances of


General: 
$13083.00

Boys: 

$21055.85

Girls: 

$8822.00

The general player development fund would to collect the player assessments and be subject to BOD approved redistribution. The girls and boys funds collect income and record dispersement that are subject to their respective directors with the purposes of running their programs (camps, tryouts and national bound teams).

Rational: There is an expectation that surpluses (and deficits?) in a program can be carried over to subsequent years. With the start of the girls program there needs to be a mechanism to keep track of surpluses from year to year within the various programs. Also the funds from player assessments have not been technically designated or used for  any particular purpose within the development program. It should be noted that the boys programs (camp, tryouts, national teams) have been diligent in creating small surplussed over the last 5 years. 

Here are some more details:

· The funds collected via USAH player assessment (1.75 per player) since it started being collected (11-12 season) have totaled $14583. About $3500 each year is collected from player assessments.

· The last injection of cash from the general fund into the player development fund was in the 2010-11 season where $3500 was transfered. This was the year before the player assessments started and was intended to cover short falls during the year. With this injection the funds balance was around $8500 at the beginning of the FY2010.

· Board approved expenditures from the player development fund have totaled $3345 (the first trailer), and the board has approved a second trailer purchase($3400), and $5000 for girls equipment (jerseys).

· At the end of  the last FY 2014 (8/31/2015) the player development fund had $42960.85.

The starting balances are based on the following reasoning:

1. General: $13083 = $14583 - 5000 + 3500 
$14583 – from player assessments since inception.
$5000 – Committed from the BOD for girls equipment (jerseys).

$3500 – the injection from 2010-2011 general fund.

2. Girls:  $8822 = $1322 + $5000 + $2500 

$1322 – Their current surplus from recent development camp and tryouts
$5000 – Committed from the BOD for girls equipment (jerseys).

$2500 – ½ of the pre 2010 player development fund balance.

3. Boys : $21055.85 (balance of the current fund)
5 years of surpluses and ½ of the pre 2010 player development fund.
Board OKed second trailer ($3400) creates an effective balance is $17655.85

No coaches report as no issues surfaced over the summer.
Boys Player Development Report-Rob Kittay-October 2015
Numerous players from SD were advanced from the SD State Development Camp (SDDC) to the Northern Plains District Development Camp (NPDDC). Vince Foley and I participated in the NPDDC which was held at the new ICON Ice Arena. 

There was a number of South Dakota players nominated for the 2015 Boys Western Regional Multi-District 14’s Camp held in Colorado Springs in June-

Connor Couet - Defense - Sioux Falls SD

Derrick Brown - Forward - Rapid City SD

Nathan Mohr - Forward - Sioux Falls SD

Ezra Revoir - Forward - Sioux Falls SD

Keith Schenkel - Forward - Brandon SD

Spencer Wedin - Forward - Pierre SD

This camp is modeled after the national camps. Tom Lampl of Idaho, who started this camp, has stepped down from this endeavor and started the girls regional camp for girls in 2015. Larry Urban from Arizona and Flynt Dougchek from Oregon are now in charge of the regional camp.

SD advanced players to National Festivals as follows-

1998 "17" Camp--Goalie-Tristan Kuehn    

2000 "15" Camp--Forward-Jack Olson              

I was at 15’s National Festival for my fifth time in Rochester NY in July. Jack Olson happened to be on my team at the 15s camp. Jack had two goals/two assists to tie for the team lead in points. Sam Mayasich from Sioux Falls and Nick Oliver, new assistant coach for the SF Stampede, were other South Dakotans at the 15s camp.

I have also been in on most of the monthly NPD conference calls.

2015-16
The SD Development Camp/National Teams Tryouts will be held on April 22-24, 2016 at a site yet to be determined. We are negotiating with a hockey association to finalize details.

The NPD Camp is scheduled for Grand Forks on May 12-15, 2016. 

If you have any concerns or ideas on boys’ development, please do not hesitate to contact me or go thru the email site (sdhockeydev@gmail.com). Thank you!!

Rob Kittay
9)  Zero Tolerance Policy 
In an effort to make ice hockey a more desirable and rewarding experience for all participants, the USA Hockey Youth & Girls, Junior and Adult Councils have instructed the Officials program to adhere to certain points of emphasis relating to sportsmanship. This policy is designed to require all players, coaches, officials, team officials and administrators, and parents/spectators to maintain a sportsmanlike and educational atmosphere before, during and after all USA Hockey sanctioned games, events, and practices.

A. Players

I. A minor penalty for un-sportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) shall be assessed whenever players: 
a) Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official.

b) Uses obscene or vulgar language at any time, including any swearing, even if it is not directed at a particular person.

c) Visually demonstrates any sign of dissatisfaction with an official’s decision. Any time that a player persists in any of these actions, they shall be assessed a misconduct penalty. 

d) A game misconduct shall result if the player continues such actions.
B. Coaches  
I. A minor penalty for un-sportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) shall be accessed whenever a coach:

a) Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official.

b) Uses obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at any time.

c) Visually displays any sign of dissatisfaction with an official’s decision including standing on the boards or standing in the bench doorway with the intent of inciting the officials or players or spectators. 
d) Any time that a coach persists in any of these actions, they shall be assessed a game misconduct penalty.
C. Officials - Officials are required to conduct themselves in a businesslike, sportsmanlike, impartial, and constructive manner at all times.  Actions of an official must be above reproach. Actions such as “baiting” or inciting players or coaches are strictly prohibited.  Officials are ambassadors of the game and must always conduct themselves with this responsibility in mind.
D. Parents/Spectators
I.    The game officials will stop a game when the parents/spectators displaying inappropriate and disruptive behavior interfere with other spectators or the game. The game officials will identify violators to the coaches for the purpose of removing parents/spectators from the spectator’s viewing and game area. Once removed, play will resume. Lost time will not be replaced and violators may be subject to further disciplinary action by the local/state governing body. The Locals have the primary responsibility for crowd control behavior.  This inappropriate and disruptive behavior shall include:

a) Use of obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner at anyone at anytime.

b) Taunting of players, coaches, officials or other spectators by means of baiting, ridiculing, threat of physical violence or physical violence.

c) Throwing of any object in the spectators viewing area, player’s bench, penalty box or on or off ice surfaces, directed in any manner as to create a safety hazard. Spitting at players, officials, off ice officials, minor officials, or fans/spectators is also prohibited.

I. Basic rule of thumb: If you think it might be offensive to you or someone else, it probably is and should be dealt with.

a) 1st Offense:   Removal from the Ice Arena for the remainder of the day and evening and a report with name, address, and reason of the person or persons is recorded and sent to the SDAHA Discipline Committee Chairperson. A written warning will be issued to the local association. The local will give a written warning to the person or persons in violation and a copy to the Discipline Chairperson. 

b) 2nd Offense:   Removal from the Ice Arena and All USA Hockey games, events, and practices for a Minimum of but not limited to a period of two weeks. If the offender violates the two weeks an additional two weeks will be added to the offender. A report with the offenders name, address, and reason for getting removed is sent to the SDAHA Discipline Committee Chairperson. A written warning will be issued to the local association. The local will give a written warning to the person or persons involved in their local and a copy to the Discipline Chairperson.

c) 3rd Offense:  Banned for the rest of the hockey season with a minimum of six weeks from all USA Hockey games, events, and practices. If there is not six weeks left in the hockey season, the remainder will be carried over to next season. A report with the offenders name, address, and reason for getting removed is sent to the SDAHA Discipline Committee Chairperson.
E. Local Associations
I. 1st Local Association Offense:  Locals in 1st violation of not following the above rules, the locals will be fined up to a maximum of $500.
II. 2nd Local Association Offense:  Locals in 2nd violation of not following the above rules, the locals will be fined up to a maximum of $1,000.
III. 3rd Local Association Offense:  Locals in 3rd violation of not following the above rules, the local will be fined up to a maximum of $1,500 and may also lose their rights to the next eligible state tournament. 

F. Cyber Bullying (9/2010)

SDAHA will not tolerate cyber bullying or threats made through electronic means of communication.   Each local association will be asked to deal with each situation as a serious matter and take the appropriate disciplinary action.  If the incident involves two or more locals, and an agreement as to discipline cannot be met by the locals, the case may be referred to the SDAHA Discipline Committee to hear and render a decision.  

The SDAHA Discipline committee will treat the incident as any other discipline issue that comes before it.  A hearing will be scheduled to hear the case, at which time, all parties involved will have their opportunity to address the committee.   The SDAHA Discipline Committee will render a decision.  The decision may be appealed under rules already in place for appealing a decision.  

G. Personal Digital Assistant (PDA)/Cell Phone/Camera Policy (05/02/09)

The use of any devise that can take photos is prohibited from any locker room area. Enforcement of this policy is up to each local Affiliate of SDAHA.
