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I N T E R I M  P A S T O R 
P A U L  S V I N G E N

the team, or the sport as a whole. It 
should come as no surprise to learn that 
a church’s interim period is just such a 
time for analysis. Done responsibly and 
in the context of love and mercy, this 
work provides a set of keys needed for a 
targeted approach to the future. 
 
Identity – This lens helps us to see 
“who we are” as Trinity Lutheran 
Church. It addresses that persistent set 
of beliefs, values, patterns, symbols, 
stories, and style that make Trinity 
distinctively itself. How is our Lutheran 
heritage reflected in our worship, our 
education, our outreach efforts on 
behalf of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 
How does our congregation reflect our 
history, heritage, world view, symbols, 
ritual, demography and character? As 
we stand on the threshold of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, how 
does our Lutheran theology inform and 
guide us as a congregation in our efforts 
to be faithful?
 
Social Context – This is the “where we 
are” aspect of our ministry. It addresses 
the setting, local and global, in which 
we find ourselves and to which we 
respond. It asks: In what ways are we 
able to function as a regional church, a 
neighborhood church, and/or a church 
with arms extending to the world? Does 
our overall Vision for Mission reflect 
our social context, and if so, how? 
 
Program – This is the “what we do” 
aspect of our ministry. It allows us to 
see those organizational structures, 
plans, and activities through which we 
express our mission and ministry both 
to ourselves, to our members, and to 
those beyond our membership. It asks: 
What have been and what remain the 

In the two sermons I have preached 
thus far at Trinity, I have spoken both 
times about the developmental work 
of interim ministry that is now ours 
to share. On August 16, I spoke about 
the listening and healing that is needed 
to address losses, disappointments, 
and other ongoing concerns that have 
made their way into the conversations 
of members and friends of the 
congregation. On the Sunday of Labor 
Day weekend, despite the “rain-out” 
that cut short the last outdoor service 
of the summer, I spoke of the call of 
Ecclesiastes (5:18-20) to embrace the 
interim work we have as a gift from 
God — and to cherish it as a vehicle 
for growth in our spiritual journey. 
That said, it is also true that the interim 
period is not “business as usual” in the 
life of any congregation. It is, however, 
a prime time for renewal, a critical 
moment for ministry, and an essential 
spiritual link from the turf of the past to 
the new territory of God’s future for us.  

In the last 20 years, the subject of 
“congregational analysis” has emerged 
in the ongoing conversations among 
seminaries, congregations, and church 
leaders in a way that has served well 
many health-conscious congregations 
and those they feel called to serve. 

Following a Twins game, win or loss, 
many voices emerge to analyze the 
game and identify the factors that 
contributed to the outcome. Following 
a Vikings game, or season, or prospects 
for the post-season, the press engages 
in armchair analysis about what just 
happened and how an injury, or the 
weather, or a player’s approach to the 
game has affected the present whether it 
will bode well or poorly for the player, 

tools by which we enable ourselves and 
others to do the “work” of ministry?  
How do we meet the worship desires 
of a diverse congregation with varied 
needs? What is adult education through 
the church in this 21st century world? 
What does “mission” mean in relation 
to our “vision” for the “work” of 
ministry?
 
Process – This lens for viewing our 
congregational life has to do with the 
“how it happens” dimension of our 
ministry. It examines the underlying 
flow and dynamics of Trinity that knit 
it together in its common life and affect 
its morale and climate. It asks: How 
are decisions made? How clear are the 
arenas of responsibility, authority, and 
accountability? Before decisions are 
made, who should be consulted, who 
needs to be informed, who takes the 
action, and by when? 

These are but a few dimensions of 
the overall life and well-being of a 
congregation that places a high value on 
being healthy and life-giving. This “how 
it happens” work will be an important 
aspect of our Transition Team’s overall 
efforts.  

As we move forward in our intentional 
interim ministry at Trinity, I invite your 
ongoing prayers for all who share in 
leadership ministries. I pray that, by 
God’s grace, we can be and be becoming 
servant leaders, wise stewards of this gift 
of interim time. There is planting to be 
done; thus, it is imperative that together 
we contribute to the preparation of the 
soil. Surely, God will give the growth.

In the service of The Master,

Pastor Paul

God’s Hands, Christ’s Church, Our Work
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I N T E R I M  P A S T O R A L 
A S S O C I A T E  

S T E F A N I E  F A U T H

It’s with a humble and grateful heart I 
thank you for allowing me to serve you as 
Interim Pastoral Associate! Even in the short 
time I’ve been here I have felt remarkably 
welcomed  — and I’m so excited to see what 
God has in store for us all together.

You’ve already read a little about me in the 
announcement published before I arrived 
here at Trinity. Since I don’t like repeating 
myself, I thought I’d share the Top 10 Most 
Important Things to Know About Me as we 
begin this journey together:
10. Fauth rhymes with South — I’m 

originally from South Dakota if that 
helps you remember.

9. My name is spelled Stefanie with an F  
— it’s a sticking point for me! (Meaning 
I’ll quickly correct if you if you spell it 
with a “ph.”) My parents named me after 
Stefanie Powers, thus the spelling. Extra 
points if you know who she is! 

8. My husband is Marty, my sons are Royce 
and Arthur; their last name is Lemke.

7. I like to be silly; I can be serious when 
I need to, but you’ll probably see me 
smiling most of the time. 

6. I speak Spanish nearly fluently.
5. I love music and art — I play several 

instruments, love to sing, paint, crochet, 
and hope to start dabbling more in glass 
work and sculpture. You might see some 
or all of these things in my ministry here.

4. My favorite Bible passage is  
Matthew 22:36-40:

 Teacher, which commandment in the law 
is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 
and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.

Hello there, Trinity!
3. I have had a lot of experience in many 

work fields — retail, food service, office 
and sales — not to mention growing up 
with a very handy father. I know how to 
do a little bit of everything (just enough 
to be dangerous!).

2. I love food. I love to cook it, serve it, eat 
it — it’s all my favorite! I’ll try anything 
once, and generally like most things.

1. I can’t wait to get to know all of you 
better, to learn your stories, and to 
find out where God is leading this 
congregation together. 

There are many more things that make me 
ME, and I’m looking forward to sharing 
them with you as I learn what makes each of 
you YOU!

Thank you for welcoming me so heartily — 
I’m so excited to be here! 
Much Love,

Stefanie

Weird Stories  
of the Bible

Join Stefanie for...

October 4, 11, 25 
10:30-11:30 a.m.  

Living Room

Learn a few of the weird stories 
from the Bible and how they 
might inform our own experience 
today – including the writing on 
the wall, Revelations, and Jesus 
casting demons into pigs!  No 
book required – come ready to 
engage the strange in the Bible!  
Sign up by emailing Stefanie at 
sfauth@trinitylc.org or by calling 
651-439-7400, ext. 113.
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As the weather cools down and we 
settle into fall, it’s natural for us to think 
about getting ready for winter: reaping 
the harvest then mulching our gardens, 
pulling out our winter clothes, tuning 
up the snow blower. We know these are 
the things we need to do to prepare for 
the next season. 

Here at church, it’s really no different: 
we have to get ready for our next 
season by preparing ourselves to 
call a new pastor. Last month, the 
Congregational Council voted to form 
a Transition Team to do just that. The 
Transition Team will be comprised 
of approximately 15 people, broken 
into three “Work Groups” of four 
or five people each, who will report 
to the Transition Team Leader.  The 
work groups will be charged with 
investigating three key things:
• Trinity’s mission
• Trinty’s staffing and leadership 

needs
• Trinty’s overall organizational 

structure

They’ll do this by reviewing recent 
Trinity surveys, including the Faith & 
Family 2020 and “Opening Doors” 
surveys conducted in 2014 and the Holy 
Cow! Congregational assessment survey 
conducted in 2015, as well as getting 
input from the congregation and staff. 
We are all looking forward to getting 
our Call Committee appointed and 
beginning the actual process, but we 
know we still have some work to do to 
get ready. 

Why?  Because we still have more 
housecleaning to do before we invite 
someone in to head the household.

Over the past six months, Trinity has 
been busy at work addressing issues 
that percolated up in congregational 
discussions and the Holy Cow! 
Congregational assessment survey. We 
can feel good about the progress we 
have made, including:

• Establishment of the Stewardship 
Committee to create a 
comprehensive approach to 
stewardship as the way in which we 
respond to God’s love in all aspects 
of our lives.

• Establishment of the Missions 
Board to support Trinity’s local, 
regional and global missions work.

• Continued efforts to enhance 

From the Congregational Council Taking Time for Transition
communication, ensure 
transparency and provide the most 
complete information possible to 
the congregation regarding Trinity’s 
finances and other decisions.

• Realignment of our preK-12 
education programming to provide 
continuity from year to year 
and ensure that a comprehensive 
program prepares our youth for 
their future faith lives.

• Changes in worship times and 
approaches.

• Involvement of a much broader 
representation of lay leaders 
within the congregation through 
stewardship, missions, finance and 
facilities, and more.

But there is more to do in the transition 
process. Some of the questions to be 
addressed in the process include:
• Where do we as a congregation 

see Trinity’s ministry going in the 
coming years?  

• How best do we make sure that we 
really live our stated commitment 
of “Wherever you are in your faith 
journey, you are welcome here” so 
that all feel they are welcome?  

• Are we using our staff in the best 
way possible?  How can we best use 
lay leaders and other volunteers to 
accomplish Trinity’s ministry?  

• What are the skills and qualities we 
want in our pastoral staff?

• What is the difference between a 
senior pastor and a lead pastor, and 
which model should we use?  

• What structural changes should we 
consider regarding Council size and 
other governance questions?  

We need to answer these questions 
because Trinity is our church.  We need 
to be able to define what we want in 
order to find the pastor who can help 
us achieve it. That’s the Transition 
Team’s job, with the help and input of 
the congregation: to determine where 
Trinity wants to go, what Trinity wants 
to be, and how to be as healthy as we 
can be as a congregation going forward. 

We are fortunate that we now have an 
interim pastor who has not only taught a 
number of congregations the Transition 
Team process, but also has taught other 
interim pastors how to use it. We must 
not forget that the process will take 
time — probably four to six months. We 
need patience. How we handle this time 

will affect Trinity for years to come. We 
need to do it correctly and not rush. 
We encourage everyone’s participation 
as the Transition Team gathers more 
information and prepares its report.

We have used the following quote by 
Peter Steinke many times because it is 
one we believe strongly, and it bears 
repeating:

A healthy congregation is one that 
actively and responsibly addresses 
or heals its disturbances, not one 
with an absence of troubles.

In the last eight months, the people of 
Trinity have worked hard on the issues 
facing us. Let’s continue that work so 
our ministry continues to grow and get 
stronger!

Gail Olson
COUNCIL PRESIDENT
gailmarieolson@aol.com

Doug Johnson
VICE PRESIDENT
ddjohnson802@yahoo.com

Sara Godfrey
SECRETARY
sgodfrey@apollobath.com

Tom Olsen
TREASURER
blue6500@comcast.net

Eric Olsen
COUNCIL MEMBER
etolsen@msn.com

Dana Miller
COUNCIL MEMBER
dhilarey@gmail.com

TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
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O N  P U R P O S E
By Jody Thone, On Purpose Ministries

There are 34 themes and you have a Top 5. It’s the Clifton StrengthsFinder™ 
and here at Trinity we believe it helps you understand how God has created you 
uniquely to make a difference in the world. 

I have been working with StrengthsFinder™ for more than 14 years. My top 
five signature themes or talent themes are:  Connectedness, Strategic, Maximizer, 
Individualization and Empathy. Recently, someone asked me which theme makes 
the biggest impact inwardly. I paused, but quickly thought of Connectedness.

Connectedness: “In your soul you know that we are all connected. Yes, we are 
individuals, responsible for our own judgments and in possession of our own 
free will, but nonetheless we are part of something larger. Some may call it the 
collective unconscious. Others may label it spirit or life force.”  

I look through a lens that sees the web of connectedness across everything. I believe 
that’s why I love the environment: I feel deeply connected to the rivers, trees, 
and animals; I feel deeply connected to The Spirit of God that is in everything. I 
think that’s why I am so fed by contemplative practice: in the silence I rest in my 
connectedness to God and have clarity of God’s love and presence. 

My connectedness helps me in everyday life: Kirsten, my daughter, just moved out 
of the home again after finishing college, ready to launch into the adult world of 
work. When I pause to bring out the healthy qualities of Connectedness, I know 
that I am and always will be connected to her. She is in my heart and some part of 
our deep relationship abides undisturbed by the move away from home once more. 

So, you have a top 5. What are they? What theme makes the biggest impact 
inwardly for you?  

If you haven’t taken the Clifton StrengthsFinder™ yet, please consider joining On 
Purpose Team members Amy Karlstad and Walt Ogburn for Trinity’s own Living 
Your Strengths Class this month.

Connectedness

Introduction 
to the 
Enneagram
Saturday, Oct. 10
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  
Garden Room
Cost: $40 (includes book)
The Enneagram is one of the 
most popular systems for self-
understanding and is used as a tool 
for personal growth and spiritual 
transformation. This half-day retreat 
will introduce you to the nine 
distinct personality types and begin 
to show you how you can overcome 
your inner barriers, realize your 
unique strengths and discover your 
deepest direction in life. Led by 
Jody Thone, 651-439-7400, ext. 119 
or jthone@trinitylc.org.

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE

Career & 
Life Design 
Sketchbook 
Series 
Wednesdays, 
Oct. 7, 14, 21 

and 28; 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
Living Room
Cost: $35 (Sketchbook included)
Are you looking to start a new 
chapter of work or life? Want to 
explore how your strengths, values, 
passions and interests can come 
together in the design of your life? 
Want to be with others in dialogue 
about possible options, designs and 
plans? Join Jody Thone in this 4 
week class and develop a plan for 
your future.  
Jody Thone, 651-439-7400, ext. 119 
or jthone@trinitylc.org

Living Your Strengths Class
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6-8:30 p.m.  
Living Room
Cost: $25 (Class & Book)
Class only: $10*
*Note: You must take the Clifton StrengthsFinder™ prior to 
attending this session; you will need a book or code if you have not 
yet taken it. 
Based on the work of the Gallup organization and more than 
two million interviews, Living Your Strengths is a process 
that helps you identify, affirm and serve from your strengths. 
It includes the Clifton StrengthsFinder™ assessment and 
Trinity’s own workshop designed to bring us together to 
explore our strengths and learn about the incredible power 
of our community when we serve God from our strengths. 
Recommended for all new members!  
Led by Walt Ogburn & Amy Karlstad.
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Now there are different gifts, but 
the same Spirit. There are different 
ministries, but the same Lord. And 
there are different activities, but 
the same God activates each gift in 
each person. 
          – 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

In the month of October we find 
ourselves on the cusp between two 
seasons. Some days provide us with 
the warmth of a summer sun, and on 
others we are refreshed by the cool air of 
autumn. Each day is filled with different 
experiences, but still equally part of 
our wonderful Minnesota climate. This 
variety adds a depth of richness and layers 
of experience that I believe create a more 
vibrant life than one consisting of only 
homogenous, monotone days.

A friend of mine who once lived in 
Southern California tells the story of 
visitors from Minnesota marveling at 
the weather, saying, “It’s so nice out, can 
we eat outside on the patio today?”  He 
would almost sadly reply, “It’s like this 
every day.”

This isn’t to say I don’t have my days 
of doubt and question about the beauty 
found in our variety of weather —during 
a frigid January snow storm, I do begin 
to dream a bit— but as each season flows 
through my life, I realize this variety truly 
is a blessing.

Over the last few years, as I have 
contemplated the amazing variety of 
Trinity’s missions, I continually thank 
God for this abundance. Through faith-
filled prayer, and by embracing the gifts 
and strengths of individuals, Trinity 
missions continue to expand and connect 
to the needs of our neighbors — wherever 
the Holy Spirit leads. Each ministry 
gathers a variety of team members to 
utilize their unique skills to respond as 
Christ’s love in the world. Folks who 
bravely step out into the world of mission 
— physically, spiritually, emotionally, and 

financially— to be God’s hands in the 
world.

Together, by responding to Christ’s 
commands, this variety of mission 
ministries creates a depth of richness and 
layers of love not only here at Trinity, 
but also in our world, in our lives, and in 
our faith — one that is different than the 
monotone of simply following a set of 
mission opportunities prescribed by the 
national church.

I don’t mean that the ministry can be 
disconnected from the greater church; 
just as our seasons are connected to the 
greater climate, our mission is connected 
to the national church body. We are 
part of the body of Christ, called to be 
a provider of love and compassion to a 
broken world. As appropriate, Trinity 
missions embrace the effort of the 
national church while at the same time 
expanding it to include the beauty of 
new partners under our banner of “All 
are welcome” — just as the arms of Jesus 
extend to all of humanity. This woven 
combination of partnership continues to 
connect Trinity’s strengths to the national 
church and to the world, where we are 
blessed with a variety of relationships 
that reflect the love of Jesus.

In a recent St. Paul Area Synod 
Tanzania mission update about a new 
partnership between the Iringa Diosce 
and Central Diocese of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, 
Bishop Rakuba said, “Love can only be 
experienced through action. If I say ‘I 
love you! I love you! I love you!’ but do 
nothing, that love dies.”  This reminded 
me of something Trinity’s mission 
partner in the Yucatan, Moses Mena, 
once said:

Having faith is more than what 
the mouth speaks. 

People speak many words, but it 
doesn’t matter. 

What they do; is what matters. 
It is easy to simply say, “I love 

M I S S I O N S
By Tom Thiets,  Director of Missions

Connecting through the 
Love of Christ
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you”, if it is divorced from deeds. 
People are fighting hunger, 

fighting thirst, fighting to get a 
roof for their family. 

This is when you need more than 
your words. 

Listen to what their deeds say; 
not just what their mouth says, 
because what the mouth says is 

easily carried away with the wind. 
Their deeds remain as a testament 

of true faith.

Mena passed away about three years ago, 
but his life and the impact of his 20 years 
of partnership with our Mexico mission 
teams continues to inspire thousands 
of youth and adults as they serve in the 
world.

Trinity Missions Ministry is about 
honoring Christ’s command to love our 
neighbors in meaningful and significant 
ways through a variety of partnerships. 
Trinity embraces partnerships here in 
Stillwater, the Twin Cities, throughout 
our nation, and around the world — each 
adding to the depth and layers to our 
faith.

Trinity missions will continue to 
embrace new partners as we spread the 
richness of Christ’s love in the world 
by following the call from Christ to 
serve our neighbors. Together we will 
experience God’s love, and through that 
love we will be transformed — and in this 
transformation, we will serve the world 
so that all will know God’s love and be 
inspired to a life of serving.

All are welcome!

Mission Tanzania trip
October — dates TBD
Join us as we work on a variety of 
projects with our partners in the 
Iringa area. All are welcome! For 
more information, please contact 
Trinity’s Director of Missions, Tom 
Thiets, at tthiets@trinitylc.org.

Commodity Food Distribution 
Monday, Oct. 5
Join this team to bring local fami-
lies a food delivery each month! 
This is a wonderful way to become 
involved in our community 
while helping to end hunger. For 
more information, please con-
tact Joan and Chuck Newman at 
chuckjoan.newman@comcast.net.

Mission Guatemala Trip
Jan. 15-23, 2016
Join the Guatemala Mission Trip! 
This trip will include a mixture 
of medical and non-medical 
assistance. All are welcome! For 
more information, please contact 
Trinity’s Director of Missions, Tom 
Thiets, at tthiets@trinitylc.org.
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Live, Love, Laugh, Lefse!
Ever wonder where all of the lefse for 
Trinity’s Annual Lutefisk & Meatball 
Dinner comes from? You probably 
know that lefse is a traditional soft 
Norwegian flatbread made with mashed 
potatoes, flour, butter, and milk or 
cream. These simple ingredients are 
made into a dough, rolled out into 
circles, and cooked on a special lefse 
grill. 

What you may not know is that a 
dedicated team of lefse-loving Trinity 
members spends the month of October 
making all of the lefse for the Lutefisk 
dinner —some 1,200 circles— by hand 
down in the Trinity kitchen.

What does it take to make all of that 
delicious lefse? Here is the official 
Trinity Lefse Grocery List:

Trinity Lefse Shopping List
22 large boxes of Hungry Jack Instant 
Potatoes (for some reason other brands 
don’t seem to work as well)
5  4lb boxes powdered milk
16 lbs butter
1 box table salt
1 4lb bag granulated sugar
6 10lb bags of flour

But it takes a lot more than these raw 
ingredients to make lefse for the almost 
1,000 people who attend the Lutefisk 
& Meatball Dinner. So, for four or five 
evenings in October, a crew of die-
hard lefse makers meets in the Trinity 
kitchen. Some have been making lefse, 
either at home or at Trinity, for years. 
Others have never made lefse in their 
lives. At least one person doesn’t even 
like lefse, if you can believe that! 
 

Eight-to-10 lefse griddles are plugged 
into every available outlet (fuses have 
been known to blow). Lefse rolling 
boards and bowls of flour are spread out 
over any remaining countertop surface. 
Everyone chooses their rolling pin or 
lefse turning stick and the lefse baking 
begins!  The lefse “rollers” roll-out each 
lefse circle and carry the delicate rounds 
over to the grills using long wooden 
lefse sticks. The “flippers” watch the 
lefse cook, turning it over at the halfway 
point, until both sides are speckled 
with lefse’s trademark golden brown 
spots. Flour and laughter fill the air in a 
flurry of lefse rolling, storytelling, and 
fellowship. 

After the finished lefse is wrapped and 
stored in one of the Trinity freezers, 
the crew ends the evening sampling 
the “rejects.” With some butter and 
brown sugar, even the Florida-shaped 
or overcooked lefse taste delicious!  
Thankfully, the miracle-working 
Trinity custodians (thanks Tom, Anne 
and Rick!) are able to clean the sticky 
mashed potatoes off the kitchen floor 
and vacuum the ground-in flour out of 
the carpet in the Garden Room. A few 
days later, we do it all over again, until 
the freezers are filled with 1,200 lefse 
circles ready to be served at the Lutefisk 
& Meatball Dinner. 

We hope to see you there, enjoying the 
lefse and the rest of the trimmings. Until 
then, Live, Love, Laugh, Lefse!

Above top: Bob O’Neil makes lefse in the Trinity 
kitchen
  
Above: Balls of lefse dough fill a Trinity refrigerator

By Kari Bartingale

Volunteer!
Help roll meatballs, set up tables, serve, 
or clean up at the Lutefisk dinner.  Sign 
up using the link below (yes, it’s 
new — we’ve gone digital!):

tinyurl.com/LutefiskDinner2015

It’s Pie Time
We need your homemade pumpkin, apple 
and mincemeat pies for the Lutefisk 
& Meatball Dinner.  Please call Debi 
at 283-5215 with your offer to bring a 
homemade pie.
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M e at b a l l    D i n n e r&
C e l e b r a t e  t h e  T r a d i t i o n

Thu., 
Nov. 5
2015

Only 200 

served at 

each seating
Order 

tickets via 

email!

TICKET PRICES

ADULT – $20

CHILDREN – 
     K-Grade 6: $6
    Under 5: Free

Cash or check only

Seatings at:  
11:30 a.m., 12:45, 4:15, 5:30 & 6:45 p.m.

All the trimmings –  
lefse, potatoes, dilled carrots, 
coleslaw, cranberries,  
rye bread, homemade pie! 

Guests will be served at the hour indicated on ticket. 

Take out meals also available.

Order tickets via email at: 
lutefisk@trinitylc.org

PURCHASE TICKETS  
Before and after  

Sunday morning services
starting Sunday, Oct. 11  

at the desk at the  
4th St. entrance.
Monday-Friday 

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Proceeds benefit  

Trinity’s Hunger Missions

115 N. 4th Street
Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400             

          www.trinitylc.org

Supported by matching funds  
from Thrivent.



10 October 2015 • trinity.today.

C A R E  M I N I S T R I E S

Those who wait for the LORD shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint. 
— Isaiah 40:31

I, for one, am not so good at waiting.  

The other day my daughter and I stopped at 
a local sort-of fast food restaurant—the kind 
where you stand in line, then tell the nice folks 
behind the counter exactly how you want 
your burrito/taco/bowl.  So on this particular 
beautiful night, she and I stood in line for 
waaaaaay too long, while the couple with all the 
time in the world ahead of us told the nice folks 
“I want mine double wrapped,” and “just a little 
more cheese,” and “more guacamole on that 
one,” and so on, forEVER.  By the end of their 
ordering, they got the fattest burritos I had ever 
seen —which required three sheets of foil, by 
the way— and I had a big, fat, internal hissy fit.  

However, even though I was incredibly irritated 
and barely suppressing it, the three people 
immediately around me were serene:  my 
daughter, the 20-something young man behind 
us in line, and the real hero of the moment: the 
kid assembling the ginormous burritos.  I’m 
telling you, it was impressive.  Not the size of 
the food, but the size of the emotional maturity 
surrounding me.  

Here is the ironic end to this story: after waiting 
almost 20 minutes in line, I realized my wallet 
was in the car.  While my daughter ran to get it, 
I chuckled at the lesson learned. 

Fortunately, I seem to be better at waiting on 
God.  In working with my spiritual director 
for the past several months, the theme has been 
waiting.  I feel full and expectant, with a deep 
knowledge that change is afoot.  I’m not even 
sure what kind of change I am waiting for, but I 
do know I am being divinely asked to wait.  

It’s tough to describe the metamorphosis I’m 
in the middle of right now, aside from the 
obvious outward changes of reaching midlife 
and all that entails (growing children leaving 
the nest, an aging body, parents who are nearer 
to the end of their life, taking a harder look 
at retirement funds, etc.), but as I sit with my 
journal every morning and spend more time in 
contemplation and quiet with God, I am keenly 
aware of my calling right now.  To wait.  And 
the miracle of it is, I am content: secure in the 
knowledge that amid all the whirling and bustle, 
the keeping of the 
million details of this 
life, and the insecurity 
about the future and 
what it holds, I am 
safe.  I’m loved beyond 

Care Coordinator
 Zanny Johnson

The Importance of Early Detection

Parish Nurse
By Sue Peterson

October is National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.  

Breast cancer is the second most 
common kind of cancer in women: 
about one in eight women born today 
in the United States will develop breast 
cancer at some point, according to the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.  Breast cancer also can occur 
in men: some 2,000 men are diagnosed 
with breast cancer each year. 

The good news is that, with early 
detection and treatment, many 
people can survive breast cancer.  A 
mammogram, the screening test for 
breast cancer, can help find breast 
cancer early when it is easier to treat.

• If you are a woman between the 
ages of 40 and 49, talk with your 
doctor about when to start having 
mammograms and how often to 
have them.

• If you are a women between the 
ages of 50 and 74, be sure to get a 
mammogram every two years.  You 
may also choose to have them more 
often.

• If you are a man, check with your 
doctor if you notice a change in 
your breasts.

Talk to a doctor about your risk for 
breast cancer, especially if a close family 
member of yours has 
had breast or ovarian 
cancer.  Your doctor 
can help you decide 
when and how often 
to get mammograms 
and the importance of 
early detection.

May all be well with 
you!

Waiting

God Loving Outdoor Women

Potluck Bonfire 
Oct. 4, 5-9 p.m. 

Kim Erickson’s home

Join the GLOW gals for an evening 
of fellowship around the bonfire! 
Chili, apple cider, and s’mores will be 
provided; please bring your favorite 
dish to share and a lawn chair. Please 
RSVP to Kim at 612-242-5057 or Jodi 
Weyrauch at jodiweyrauch@gmail.com.

Fall Book Discussion
Oct. 5, 12, 19, & 26  

7-8 p.m.
Cost: Purchase of book
We will discuss An Altar in the World 
by Barbara Brown Taylor. Registration 
limited to 20 people.
For more information or to sign up, 
please contact Laura Holmes at 
mslaurabeth@comcast.net.

Fall Hike at Afton 
State Park
Sunday, Oct. 11 

11:30 a.m.
Cost: Free 
Enjoy the crisp fall air, wonderful 
friendships and beautiful fall colors. 
We will meet after church to carpool 
to Afton State Park. (A Minnesota 
State Park sticker is required). Bring 
your own water bottle and lunch. 
The hike will be about 5 miles on a 
well-packed trail and involves several 
uphill climbs. Activity level mild to 
moderate. For more information or to 
RSVP for this event, please contact Lisa 
Corcoran at e.w.corcoran@gmail.com.

comprehension, held in heavenly arms, blessed 
beyond measure.  

So in the waiting I will continue to look for the 
beauty, to reach out and hug you, to soak in the 
sweetness of living this life.  I am beloved, as are 
you, precious child of God.
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P A S T O R  
D E B R A  O S T

A friend of mine has a large reproduction of 
a painting by Jean-Francois Millet entitled 
“The Gleaners”.  It depicts three women, 
hunched over, hand-picking grain and 
collecting remnants of straw left on the 
ground after harvesting. In the background, 
several other women are gleaning the field, 
while farmers have loaded a wagon to 
overflowing with the harvest. Giant sheaves 
of grain stand nearby, indicating a plentiful 
crop. Meanwhile, a man on horseback 
appears to be overseeing all of these 
activities. 

Gleaning is an ancient tradition that’s deeply 
embedded in the agricultural world. In the 
past, it was common practice to give the 
poor and destitute access to the fields after 
the harvest so they could collect grain left 
on the ground by the harvesters. This wasn’t 
limited to grain, either: people also were 
allowed to glean grapes, olives and other 
crops. 

The system of gleaning is spelled out in 
detail in the Holiness Code of the Torah 
(Deuteronomy 24:17-22).  God explicitly 
commanded farm owners to leave on the 
ground whatever fell during harvesting. 
Additionally, they were obligated to leave 
the corners of their fields un-harvested 
and available for gleaners, which included 
widows, fatherless children, and displaced 
foreigners. This was The Law, not simply a 
voluntary charitable contribution.

The origin of David’s lineage, ultimately 
leading to Jesus, is related to gleaning: 
it’s described in the story of Ruth, a poor 
Moabite girl who married the owner of the 
fields in which she gleaned (Ruth 2).

Jesus and his disciples, often reliant upon 
others for food during their itinerant 
ministry, frequently gleaned the fields — 
on the Sabbath no less. This created a stir 
with the Pharisees, who were always trying 
to catch Jesus breaking Jewish law. But 
Jesus cited ancient Jewish precedent, which 
allowed the hungry to forage for food  
(Mark 2:23-28).

In 18th century England, church bells 
signaled when gleaners could enter the fields, 
and again when they were required to leave. 
Gleaning remained a fundamental tenet of 
rural societies until recent times, but has 
largely disappeared in developed countries.  

Having said that, humanitatian groups do 
practice a form of gleaning by collecting 
food from supermarkets, or surplus produce 
from farmers and gardeners, that would 
otherwise be thrown away; the gleaned food 
is then distributed to those in need.

Gleaning is possible whenever there is 
a source of surplus and resultant waste. 
Gleaning, in whatever form, is necessary 
wherever people are in need. 

Here in the St. Croix Valley, we see 
both surplus and poverty. Like many 
communities, we have a growing number 
of people also experiencing a “poverty of 
connectedness.” Current cultural trends 
have led to much less interaction with our 
communities, neighbors, and churches than 
in previous generations. We protect our 
private property, we gate our communities, 
and we segregate our generations. Despite 
the many modes of communication 
available, people of all ages are becoming 
increasingly isolated, lonely, and forgotten.

We are called and commanded to distribute 
our surplus — not only food and goods, 
but life-sustaining relationships. Those 
suffering from loneliness, grief, fear, and 

despair need more than small remnants of 
our time and attention, more than occasional 
afterthoughts in our busy schedules. It’s not 
enough to simply allow others to find their 
way into our places of worship to glean 
meangful connections.  They need more than 
grains that fall among the stubble.

If we truly want to abide by Jesus’ call to 
follow him, we must be prepared to walk 
alongside those who are gleaning the fields. 
We must stoop down with them in their 
isolation, sadness and suffering and offer 
ourselves as a life-line for companionship 
and relationship.  We must be a source of 
hope for the hopeless by showing up at 
gleaning time.  

This is our full and abundant harvest: joining 
in the fields with our sisters and brothers as 
we share God’s sustaining love and grace. 
When God is “bringing in the sheaves,” 
there is no categorization of gleaner or 
farmer, peasant or lord; we all are affirmed 
as essential parts of God’s community, and 
all have more than enough of everything 
necessary to sustain life. 

Gleaners

The Gleaners by Jean-Francois Millet
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We kicked off the 2015-16 church 
ministry year with a huge Ministry 
Fair on Sept. 13.  All of Trinity’s 
ministries, groups & teams, and 
organizations —50 of them!— set 
up tables to display their work 
(and to encourage people to join).  
Stewardship Team members provided 
breakfast sandwiches to say “thank 
you” for a successful Summer Appeal.  
All in all, it was a fun morning and a 
wonderful way to jump start the year!
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
For a Better World.

Learning about Trinity’s opportunities for service.

Fall Ministry Fair
Sunday, Sept. 13

2015 
Ministry 
Guide

God is With Us.

We are Trinity
Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow.

Looking for stuff to do at Trinity?  
Pick up a copy of this year’s Ministry 
Guide, available in the Narthex & 
Commons!

2015 Ministry Fair
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Working in Children, Youth and Family ministry has taught me many things. Some 
examples: 

1. Red Kool-Aid stains the church carpet. 
2.  Feather pillows are not a good thing to use in a pillow fight at a lock-in. Come 

to think of it, pillow fights are simply a bad idea at lock-ins no matter the 
pillow choice.

3.  I am no longer 25 years old and will now pull a hamstring when playing 
football with kids.

I’ve also learned much from exploring the latest studies into family ministry. 
Multiple sets of research clearly point back to the family as the primary place where 
children “catch” the faith. This much is clear: Parents —whether we know it or not, 
whether we acknowledge it or not— are the main teacher of faith in the life of our 
kids. It was exciting to come back to Trinity and see that the Faith & Family Team’s 
research and mine matched.

I’m a parent of four girls in pre- to mid-adolescence and, like most parents, my 
goal is to have a relationship with them that is loving, open, and faith-centered. 
The problem is, when my wife and I first started a family, neither of us had much 
of a clue about how to achieve this goal. I knew it wouldn’t be easy and I knew it 
wouldn’t magically happen on its own, but I had no idea how to begin. It was later 
on that I discovered some of the tools available for families to help foster regular, 
faithful, caring conversations that help bring families closer together (even if some 
of those conversations consist of me talking and my oldest daughter rolling her 
eyes.)

Tools like the FAITH5 from Stillwater-based Faith Inkubators and The Four Keys 
from Vibrant Faith Ministries are examples of great step-by-step tools that help 
parents take their first steps toward a closer, more open relationship with their kids. 
My family has personally benefited from tools like these and, although our family 
life is not always unicorns and rainbows, my 14-year-old daughter still talks to me 
on a semi-regular basis. I’ll take that result any day.

The good news is that Trinity’s Children, Youth and Family Ministry is packed 
with tools and advice to help you achieve your goal of a more loving, talkative, 
faith-sharing family. You won’t find a “drop off” program where you leave 
your kids with the “professionals” for an hour or two each week to get them 
“churched.” Raising your kids in the faith is too important to simply be left to 
those who are paid to do it. What you’ll find are programs designed to partner 
with you—not replace you—to help you fill the role that research tells us is so 
important.

You may not have grown up in the church. Or, maybe you did grow up in the 
church but didn’t pay attention in Confirmation class. Even though you know it 
is important, you may feel completely overwhelmed with the idea of talking about 
life and faith with your kids. My colleagues and I, the Trinity CYF Staff, stand 
ready to walk with you, equip you and coach you for this incredibly important task.

Do you have a curiosity about 
Lutheran history and theology? 
Come join our 9th grade students 
on their confirmation journey this 
year!  

Confirmation, while aimed at engaging and 
educating youth, is actually an incredible 
opportunity for adult education. Each week, 
there will be a table available for any adults 
who wish to join us. You will engage as your 
own small group and follow the materials for 
the night, just as the students are doing. It’s a 
great way to challenge yourself, get involved 
at church, and support the confirmation 
journey of our Trinity students. 

We meet from 6:30-7:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday night in the Garden Room. There 
is no need to register, just come when you 
can or on a particular night that interests you! 
Questions? Please contact Kelsey Mans at 
kmans@trinitylc.org or ext. 137.

Monty Lysne
7th & 8th Grade 

Confirmation Leader
mlysne@trinitylc.org 

439-7400, ext. 125

Catching the Faith
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It’s time to start thinking about Mexico 
Mission 2016!  

Students in grades 10-12 are welcome to 
go on this amazing missional experience 
to the Yucatan Peninsula.  The trip takes 
place over Stillwater’s Spring Break, 
March 17-24, 2016.  

For more information about this 
opportunity, all students, parents, 
and adults interested in leading a 
small group of youth, should plan on 
attending an informational meeting on 
Sunday, Nov. 1, from Noon-1 p.m. in 
the Garden Room at Trinity.  

If you have questions or concerns 
about the trip, please contact either 
Tom Thiets (tthiets@trinitylc.org) or 
Kelsey Mans (kmans@trinitylc.org) . 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

MEXICO.MISSION.2016

Melissa Gubricky
Birth to 3 years
mgubricky@trinitylc.org 
651.439.7400, ext. 105

Julie Jolivette
4 years to 6th grade
jjolivette@trinitylc.org
612-210-5327

Kari Kahl
Admin/Registration
kkahl@trinitylc.org
651-439-7400, ext. 134

Monty Lysne
7th & 8th grade
mlysne@trinitylc.org
651-439-7400, ext. 125

Kelsey Mans
9th grade & high school
kmans@trinitylc.org
651-439-7400, ext. 137

FamFest
Oct. 25, 2-5 p.m. @ The Drive-In
Songs, games, s’mores & lots of family  
fun! Contact Monty Lysne at  
mlysne@trinitylc.org for more info!
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Ruth Circle
The ladies in Ruth Circle gathered at Barker Lodge, an old gangster hideaway, in 
Winter, WI for their annual retreat last month. Joan Fogelberg, Nancy Swanson and 
Mary Soderholm organized it as a “Mystery Retreat” — in other words, the ladies 
piled into five cars and had to guess where they were going. Joan, Nancy and Mary 
threw them clues every few miles, and sweetened the deal with a prize for whoever 
guessed the location. Evie Borg guessed Barked Lodge right on the button!  After they 
arrived, the gals played golf and games, paddle boated, fixed appetizers and evening 
beverages, dined out, took walks, chatted, and ended with a celebration of communion 
administered by Diane Sauers. 

Italian Dinner
Sept. 29, 6-8 p.m.  
Garden Room, $25
Menu: Italian Dinner prepared by 
Lynn & Jan Most, former owners of 
Vittorio’s in Stillwater

Register 
online at 
trinitylc.org

 
KSTP Sports Anchor & 

Author Joe Schmit

Men’s Health Presentation  
by Dr. John Sutherland 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 9 a.m.
Garden Room
Trinity member Dr. John 
Sutherland will address a wide 
range of health issues, including 
preventive health measures. 
Questions? Please contact Jon 
Fogelberg at jon@123m.com or 
715-755-2487.

Meet Itiweni Luhwago
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 9 a.m.
Garden Room
This is an AWE-RMG Joint Event
Itiweni is the senior coordinator 
of SACCOS—a five-year old micro 
finance organization designed 
to provide small loans to assist 
business startups in Tanzania. She 
is also activley helping to form an 
AMCOS (Agricultural Marketing 
Cooperative Societies), or farmers 
co-ops, in these same villages. 
Questions? Please contact John 
Hodler at dellajohnhodler@
comcast.net or 651-770-1302.

retired men
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Take a Look at the Menu…
in Trinity’s Library

By Norma Swanson

Uffda Pizza? Yes! 

The menu at Ole and Lena’s 
Norwegian-Italian Pizzeria in Rothsay, 
Minn., also includes Lena’s Hotdish 
Pizza, Ole’s Steak with Mashed Potato 
Pizza and Farmer’s Favorite Pizza 
sprinkled with fresh corn-off-the-cob. 
Even Inga has her own Spinach Pizza! 
Our Red River Valley farming relatives 
introduced us to this special cuisine and 
now we want to visit Ole and Lena’s on 
each trip to northwestern Minnesota. 
(Curious? Check it out on the web: 
www.oleandlenaspizza.com)

Like the pizzeria, Trinity’s Library 
also has a unique menu from which 
to choose. Our church library holds 
resources that strengthen and support 
the total church ministry. The Trinity 
Library supports Bible study, missions, 
worship, music, education, personal 
development, fiction, even recreation. 
Parents, adults, teachers, youth, 
children — all ages will find resources 
to encourage, enrich and entertain. 

It may be a stretch, but like Ole and 
Lena’s menu, the Trinity Library menu 
has resources that are like an appetizer, 
a main course, and desserts. For 
example…

Christian Fiction: The Trinity Women 
are hosting author Stephanie Landsem 
on October 3 for the Talk and Tea 
event. Landsem’s books The Well, The 
Thief, and The Tomb comprise the 
Living Water Series (FIC LAND), three 
historical fiction novels inspired by the 
Bible, archeology, and anthropology.  
historicalnovelsociety.org  says of the 
novels: “The people – their lives, their 
beliefs, their laws and customs – are all 
relayed through strong characterizations 
so richly drawn…. this novel is very 

satisfying, full of inspirational themes 
but never preachy. I would definitely 
recommend it.”

Non-Fiction: Falling Upward: 
Spirituality for the Two Halves of 
Life (248.4 ROHR)  Using literature, 
history, philosophy, and mythology 
Rohr shows how those who have fallen 
or failed truly understand how to move 
on and up. He describes how failing can 
be a strong basis for spiritual growth. 
Sharing Family Time: Simple Ways to 
Make the Most of Busy Days (306.8 
PERR) Family time is so precious! 
Author Susan Perry offers suggestions 
to manage busy days when expectations 
for parents and children are so great.
The Chalice and the Blade (305.3 EISE) 
Rianne Eisler describes the merits of a 
balanced society: socially, personally, 
economically and spiritually.  She 
reviews the history of civilization of 
a culture that is called the dominator 
model which experiences more tension 
and violence.

Bible Study: The Trinity Library holds 
numerous resources for individual and 
group Bible study. These resources 
are found in the 200s and the shelf 
is marked “Bible Study.” You will 
find studies on both he Old and New 
Testament.
 
1 & 2 Corinthians: Finding Your 
Unique Place in God’s Plan ( 227.2 
BICK)  In this study, Paul responds to 
issues that faced the Corinthians and 
continue to challenge the church today. 
Mary: A Study in Luke 1&2 (226.4 
NELS) Nelson shares the story of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, but much more 
of her journey of faith and obedience.  
Nelson challenges readers to carry the 
Holy Spirit in their daily lives. 
Psalms Alive! (DVD AN) The Trinity 
Library has several DVDs related to 
spiritual growth.  Billy Angel shares 22 

powerful oral interpretations of favorite 
Psalms in differing environments.

Book Club Choices: There are two 
book clubs at Trinity, and many 
members Involved in other reading 
groups. You may recognize the 
following books from award winning 
lists.

The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans 
and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 
1936 Olympics (797.12 BROW) Nine 
working-class boys became rowers 
for the University of Washington and 
demonstrate determination as they 
defeat elite East Coast teams and 
challenge the German boat rowing for 
Hitler. The stories of these men, their 
coaches, and boat builder remain with 
you long after the novel is read.
The Nightingale (FIC HANN) This 
memorable New York Times Bestseller 
book is set in France in 1939. Two 
sisters in war-torn France during WWII 
experience danger as they seek freedom 
from Germany. It is a story of the 
resilience of the human spirit. 
My Grandfather’s Blessing: Stories of 
Strength, Refuge, and Belonging (296.7 
REME) Author and M.D. Rachel 
Remen has learned about blessings 
and prayers to say throughout the day 
from her grandfather. She has written 
short essays based on blessings, finding 
strength and taking refuge. Remen 
counsels people with chronic and 
terminal disease.

Please visit the Trinity Library on the 
lower level of the church to see the full 
selection of resources on the library 
menu. You can also visit your library 
on the Trinity website: click “Connect” 
then “Library”. 

Like Ole and Lena’s Pizzeria, Trinity’s 
Library offers a unique selection for 
your (literary) appetite!

LibraryTRINITY LibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITYLibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITY



Have you heard the great news?  Trin-
ity exceeded its Respond to God’s 
Love appeal goal of $260,000. Nearly 
320 families and individuals who are 
members and friends of Trinity have 
given gifts totaling $276,728.  Praise 
God and THANK YOU for your 
generous support!  As a result of your 
generosity, Trinity has balanced its 
2014/15 fiscal year budget, ending the 
year with a slight surplus! Thank You!

The Respond to God’s Love effort 
was important for two reasons:

• It demonstrated fiscal prudence 
by addressing our fiscal year 
budget gap.

• It enabled us to sustain our ongo-
ing ministries that are critical to 
the faith life of Trinity members 
and friends, including our chil-
dren and youth and our outreach 
to “neighbors” locally and around 
the world.

Many Trinity members have com-
mented favorably on the appeal’s 
name, Respond to God’s Love. This 
name was deliberatively selected to 
reflect the essence of Christian stew-
ardship. Daily we experience God’s 
blessings of time, talent, opportunity, 
financial resources, meaningful work, 
and loving family and friends. As 
Christians we understand these bless-
ings not as possessions that we have 
earned, but rather as God’s gifts to 

The stewardship team is actively 
planning for this fall’s stewardship 
program. In the coming weeks, 
you’ll see more communications 
on this. Beginning in late 
September and continuing 
through the month of October, we 
plan to highlight some wonderful 
ministry stories as a part of our 
church services.  October is the 
time year when we begin to plan 
and understand what our budget 
will be relative to our planned 
giving.  So this month, we’re 
going to be asking everyone to 
look at their giving for the 2016 
fiscal year. Stay tuned for more 
information! 

Fall Stewardship

us given to share with others in God’s 
world in response to God’s love.

We believe Christians are called to 
understand stewardship as an expres-
sion of their faith. In this faith context, 
the Stewardship Team will soon launch 
Trinity’s annual financial stewardship ef-
fort for 2016 seeking your commitment 
of financial support for the work of 
ministry at Trinity. 

Scripture teaches us that those who are 
rich in this world ought not be proud 
or place their trust in money. Our trust 
should be in God who richly gives 
all that we need for our physical and 
spiritual life and growth. In and through 
our grateful response to God’s love we 
receive the lasting treasure who is Christ 
himself, the head of God’s Church in 
the world.

In closing, many thanks to all of you 
who gave to the Summer Appeal, 
Respond to God’s Love. We invite you 
to keep Trinity, its stewardship team, 
and its unique ministry in your daily 
prayers.

—Stewardship Team
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Fall is upon us — and you’re 
probably looking for some 
handwork to do. How about 
embroidering dishtowels?
The Sunshine Ministry sells 
embroidered towels at the 
Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner. All 
proceeds support the Sunshine 
Fund, which sends birthday 
cards and flowers to people 
on their 75th, 80th, and 85th 
birthdays (at age 90, seniors 
receive a rose every year on their 
birthdays).
Please stop by the Church 
Office to pick up towels to 
embroider. Then, when you’re 
done embroidering, bring them 
back to the Church Office for 
donation.
We sincerely appreciate the 
towels you embroider!
If you have any questions 
about towel embroidery or 
the Sunshine Ministry, please 
contact Norma Wilson at 651-
439-6377.

Calling 
Ladies Who 
Embroider!

Got Stories?
Celebrate the history of Trinity’s Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner! 

Send us your stories, photos, remembrances,  
and news clippings!

Contact Jeannie Wendorf & Joannie Whipps 
Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner Co-chairs

Saturday, Oct. 3 
10 a.m., Garden Room, Cost: $5
Join us for a ladies’ tea and presentation from Stephanie Landsem 
of Lake Elmo, author of The Thief, The Well and The Tomb. Light 
refreshments, coffee and tea will be served. All are welcome! Sign up 
online, in the Narthex, or in the Commons.

Talk  
      Tea  &
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To this very day, 70 years and five 
months following his execution 
by the Gestapo, Lutheran Pastor, 
theologian, and martyr Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer speaks faith and hope to 
the cries of the modern world. 

I invite you to join me in critical 
conversations about the church as a 
community of faith through the heart 
and mind of one of the exemplary 
Christians of the 20th century. We 
know that in the multicultural, 
multilingual world in which we live, 
people who come to associate with 
the church through a congregation do 
so primarily because they seek both 
authentic community and genuine 
compassion.

Bonhoeffer’s classic book, Life 
Together (available for $12 in the 
Church Office), will guide us in our 

conversations. 
The book is 
an account 
of Christian 
fellowship focusing 
on the day with others, the day 
alone, ministry, and confession 
and communion.  These will be 
discussions that will invite us to reflect 
upon our life together here at Trinity 
and to grow in our understanding of 
what Bonhoeffer identified 70 years 
ago as ‘religion-less Christianity’. You 
will be blessed in your participation in 
these conversations.

I look forward to this learning 
opportunity together and through it 
having the opportunity to know each 
participant better.

In Christ,  
Pr. Paul

Life Together...
Oct. 6, 13, 20 and Nov. 3, 10, 17, & 24
6:40-7:40 p.m. — Living Room



Welcome to the Trinity Fine Arts 
Concert Series for 2015-2016! These 
extraordinary concerts and events 
have become a tradition at Trinity 
and we welcome every member, and 
every member of the community,     
to attend. 

The concerts and events range from 
children’s musicals to professional 
concerts by the likes of the St. Paul 
Chamber Orchestra. Music ranges 
from classic to jazz. 

The mission of the Trinity Concert 
Series is to share God’s great gifts 
of music and the arts with the 
congregation and community for 
inspiration, education, and the 
renewal of the spirit. 

After each event listed is information 
on how to purchase tickets, if 
necessary. For further information 
on any of the events, please contact 
Carol Carver at 651-439-7400, 
ext. 118 or ccarver@trinitylc.org.
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Sat., Oct. 3, 2015 — 7:30 p.m. 
Valley Chamber Chorale, 
Saint Croix Jazz Orchestra & 
Music Saint Croix
A St. Croix Valley Collaboration
The Valley Chamber Chorale, together 
with Music Saint Croix and the St. Croix 
Jazz Orchestra, present their season 
opening concert as a celebration of  our 
life together in the St. Croix Valley. This 
is a much-anticipated evening of  fine 
music where we call on each other’s 
gifts to create a kaleidoscope of  music: 
chamber music, choral music, big 
band music. Truly, something free, for 

everyone.
FREE concert

Sat., Oct. 10, 2015 — 7:30 p.m.
Cantus The Four Loves
Love has been the inspiration for 
artistic expression since the dawn of  
time. The idea is so complex that the 
Greeks broke it down into four different 
kinds: romantic, familial, friendly and 
unconditional love. Cantus regards our 
greatest and most fragile gift in The Four 
Loves. With premieres by David Lang, 
Ysaye Barnwell (“Wanting Memories”), 
Roger Treece and Joseph Gregorio as 
well as music by Beethoven, Poulenc 
and Grieg, The Four Loves looks at this 
unquantifiable emotion from all sides. 
For tickets call 612-435-0055 or visit 

www.cantussings.org. 

Thur., Oct. 22, 2015 — 7:30 p.m.
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra
Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings
Sweeping strings and stirring lyricism 
abound on this program featuring 
Tchaikovsky’s graceful yet impassioned 
Serenade for Strings and Prokofiev’s 
exquisitely shaped Five Melodies, newly 
arranged for chamber orchestra by 
violinist and composer Michi Wiancko. 
At the center of  this program is Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 85, one of  the composer’s 
“Paris” symphonies, which earned the 
nickname La Reine (The Queen) due 
to its popularity with the infamous 
Marie Antoinette. 
For tickets call the SPCO box office at 
651-291-1144 or visit www.thespco.org.

Sun., Nov. 1, 2015 — 3 p.m.
St. Croix Valley Symphony 
Orchestra & Trinity Choir
The 2015-2016 Season of  the SCVSO 
will kick-off  in grand style with the return 
of  Irish Tenor Anthony Kearns, the man 
Ireland recognizes as its finest living 
tenor. A founding member of  the PBS 
super-group, The Irish Tenors, Anthony 
has sung all over the world, including: 
Carnegie Hall, Madison Square Garden, 
Lincoln Center, the Hollywood Bowl, 

and the Sydney Opera House.
Tickets are $25.00 per person and 
available at ArtReach St Croix, 
www.scvsymphony.org, or by mail:  
Kristin Tjornehoj, 104 13th Street, 
Hudson, WI  54016.

Sat., Dec. 5, 2015 — 2 p.m.
Croix Chordsmen &  
Sweet Adelines
Christmas Show
For tickets call 651-439-4527 or visit 
www.stcroixvalleychapter.com

2015-2016 
Trinity 
Concert 
Series
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Sat., Dec. 12. 2015 — 7:30 p.m.
Christmas with Cantus
The story of  Christmas is a familiar one, 
but each of  us also has stories of  our 
own for this special time of  year. Joy, 
unexpected love, family traditions, and 
lessons taught and learned…the season 
seems to move and inspire us more than 
any other time of  the year. With holiday 
favorites, Biebl’s beloved “Ave Maria” 
and music from across five centuries, 
Cantus reflects on the many messages of  
the season in a program that is sure to 

put you in the holiday spirit. 
For tickets call 612-435-0055 or visit 
www.cantussings.org.

Sun., Dec. 20, 2015 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship
Prophets & Angels – a service 
of Lessons and Carols
An Advent celebration of  Lessons and Carols 

pointing us toward the birth of  Jesus.

Sat., Jan. 30, 2016 — 7 p.m.
Luther College  
Symphony Orchestra
The Luther College Symphony 
Orchestra, Luther’s largest and oldest 
orchestral ensemble, maintains an active 
rehearsal and performance schedule 
during the academic year, from early 
September to late May. More than 
eighty student musicians, representing a 
variety of  academic disciplines, perform 

with Symphony Orchestra. 
Watch for further information on the 
concert and on hosting a student.

Thur., Feb. 11, 2016 — 7:30 p.m.
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra
Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony
Two new SPCO musicians take center 
stage for this eclectic program. Wolf ’s 
vivacious Italian Serenade, in a rarely 
performed arrangement by Max Reger, 
features Hyobi Sim as viola soloist, 
followed by a tour de force for the 
SPCO violins, Andrew Norman’s Gran 
Turismo, a work partially inspired 
by a video game. Zachary Cohen, 
SPCO’s Principal Bass, takes his first 
turn as soloist with the SPCO with 
a cornerstone of  the double bass 
repertoire. To close the program, a 
perennial favorite of  SPCO audiences—

Mozart’s glorious Jupiter Symphony. 
For tickets call 651-291-1144 or visit 
www.thespco.org.

Sat., Feb. 20, 2015 — 7:30 p.m. 
Valley Chamber Chorale 
Hope Restored
The Agony and the Ecstasy –  
from darkness into light
This concert will feature music that 
speaks of  the challenges we face – both 
personal and worldly – from darkness 
into light – ending with music of  hope 
restored, peace and joy. Our featured 
work will be “Sunrise Mass” by 
Ola Gjeilo. In addition, you will hear 
Barber’s, “Adagio for Strings,” spirituals 
that capture the agony, and gospel music 
that celebrates the ecstasy of  life.
For tickets call 651-430-0124 or visit 
www.valleychamberchorale.org.

Sat., April 9, 2016 — 7:30 p.m.
Cantus
Would You Harbor Me?
Veterans, senior citizens, LGBT youth 
and even you or me. One or two 
reversals can bring a halt to a life that 
seems manageable and suddenly the 
world around us seems to unravel. 
In Would You Harbor Me? Cantus 
gives voice to personal stories of  crisis, 
homelessness, resilience, isolation, 
belonging and community in a program 
that delivers a universal message of  hope 
and inspiration through music. 
For tickets call 612-435-0055 or visit 
www.cantussings.org.

Sat., April 16, 2016 — 7:30 p.m.
Sun., April 17, 2016 — 3 p.m.
Valley Chamber Chorale
Hope Lived
The Happy Wanderer –  
Folk Songs of the World
This concert will be a journey through 
folk music from across the world. And, 
in this instance, a journey of  joy as 
Carol Carver conducts her final concerts 
with the VCC. You will hear much loved 
songs as well as music from the remote 
corners of  this wonderful world. Joining 
the choir will be guitars, penny whistles, 
and every sort of  ethnic instrument. 
Prepare to be transported and again 

amazed by the power of  choral singing. 
For tickets call 651-430-0124 or visit 
www.valleychamberchorale.org.

Tue., April 26, 2016 — 7:30 p.m.
Stillwater High School 
Choir Home Concert
For tickets call 651-351-8208 or available 
at the door.

Sun., May 1, 2016
9 & 10:30 a.m. worship
Children’s Musical 

Sat., May 7, 2016 — 7:30 p.m.
Wayzata Symphony 
Orchestra
Maria Sings Maria
Guest Artist: Maria Jette, soprano
The Wayzata Symphony Orchestra 
brings together accomplished and 
passionate musicians to engage the 
community with enlightening concert 
presentations. Come hear them for 
the first time in Stillwater. The concert 
features renowned soprano Maria Jette 
— you may have heard her on the 
Prairie Home Companion show, or in 

concerts with Music Saint Croix. 
This concert is free. No ticket required. 
Donations gratefully accepted. Please 
join them for a reception following the 
concert.

Thur., May 19, 2016 — 7:30 p.m.
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
This program opens with Hindemith’s 
Fourth Quartet, an oft-overlooked 
masterpiece of  early 20th century 
chamber music that is full of  drama and 
striking contrasts of  mood and sonority. 
Artistic Partner Thomas Zehetmair joins 
the SPCO to perform Mozart’s Violin 
Concerto No. 3, a work that provides a 
glimpse into the genius of  a nineteen-
year-old Mozart. Mendelssohn’s stirring 
Scottish Symphony brings the program 
to a grand and exciting conclusion. 
For tickets call 651-291-1144 or visit 
www.thespco.org.

Thur., June 16, 2016 — 7 p.m.
Fiddlemasters Concert 
Join master fiddler Brian Wicklund 
for this toe-tapping concert featuring 
American, Irish and other folk tunes.  
Brian will be joined by some of  his 
young fiddling students, so this concert 

is especially good for families with kids. 
For ticket information contact 
brian@fiddlepal.com.
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From the Kitchen
By Linda Flood, Food Services Manager

Savory Harvest Braid
Prep time 20-25 minutes, bake time 30-40 minutes 
1 can refrigerated (or homemade) pizza crust
2/3 C orange marmalade
1 granny smith apple, cored and sliced 1/8” thin
6 slices (about 3”x3”) Havarti cheese
1 lb sausage, cooked and crumbled 
1/4 C sweetened dried cranberries
1/4 C golden raisins (or chopped pecans)

1. Preheat oven to 375 F. Line a large (10”x15”), rimmed baking 
sheet/jelly roll pan with parchment.

2. Unroll dough in pan.  Press dough out so that it nearly 
touches the edges of the pan. Spread 1/3 C marmalade 
down the center third of the dough.  Top with two rows of 
apple slices, three slices of cheese, the sausage, remaining 
cheese, and half of each of the cranberries and raisins. (Don’t 
worry, it will be a bit messy)

3. Using a sharp knife, cut the dough perpendicular to the 
filling into one-inch strips, stopping ½ inch away from the 
filling. 

4. Fold the strips of dough diagonally over the filling, 
alternating from side to side, stretching the dough as 
needed.  

5. Bake for 15 minutes.
6. Remove from oven and spread remaining 1/3 C marmalade 

over the top of the partially baked braid.  Bake an additional 
15-25 minutes until golden brown.  Serve warm.

This braid is perfect as a main course for brunch or as an appetizer before 
dinner. The sweetness of the marmalade and dried fruits is beautifully 
complemented by the savory cheese and meat. A truly special dish that’s 
incredibly easy to prepare!

W O R S H I PW O R S H I P
O P P O R T U N I T I E SA T T E N D A N C E

August 30
9 a.m. .......... 286 
10 a.m. ........ 187

September 6
9 a.m.* ........ 174
10 a.m. ........ 163

September 13
9 a.m. .......... 249 
10:30 a.m. ... 158

September 20
9 a.m. .......... 209 
10:30 a.m. ... 178

9 a.m.
Traditional Worship

10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship

B A P T I Z E D
• Tristan Ulrik Keister – son of 

Scott Keister & Regina Collis

S Y M P A T H Y
• Family and friends of Phil (Teri) 

Walen

*NOTE: Drive-In canceled as a result 
of heavy rain & lightening
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Thurs., October 1 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Narthex
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108B
 2 p.m. The Healing Hearts Group: Room 108B

Fri., October 2
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sat., October 3
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 10 a.m. Women’s Talk & Tea: starting in the Library
 7:30 p.m. Valley Chamber/Music St. Croix/St. Croix  
  Jazz Orchestra: Worship Center

Sun., October 4 
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery:  
  Worship Center
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.–Gr. 2): Garden Room
 9 a.m. Adult Learning Animate Practices: Living Room
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 10:30 a.m. Weird Bible Stories: Living Room
 5 p.m. GLOW Potluck Bonfire: Home of Kim Erickson

Mon., October 5
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution: Valley Outreach
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. GLOW Fall Book Discussion: Laura Holmes’ House

Tues., October 6
  7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m.  Retired Men’s Group Health Presentation:  
  Garden Room
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Life Together: Living Room
 7 p.m. Worship Band Rehearsal: Worship Center

Wed., October 7
  7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms: Lower Level
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs Rehearsal: Choir Room
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 7-9): Worship Center
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Career & Life Design Sketchbook:  
  Living Room
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Area

Thurs., October 8
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Narthex
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108B
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Living Room
 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Members’ Homes

Fri., October 9—NO SCHOOL
      7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sat., October 10
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 8:30 a.m. On Purpose Introduction to the Enneagram: Garden Room
 7:30 p.m. Cantus Concert: Worship Center

Sun., October 11
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery:  
  Worship Center
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.–Gr. 2): Garden Room
 9 a.m. Adult Learning Animate Practices: Living Room
 9:30 a.m. Working Moms Group: Tin Bins
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 10:30 a.m. Weird Bible Stories: Living Room
 11:30 a.m. GLOW Fall Hike: Afton State Park
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Kowalski’s

 Mon., October 12
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. GLOW Fall Book Discussion: Laura Holmes’ House 

Tues., October 13
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 9 a.m. Leah Circle: Narthex
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:45 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m.  Adult Learning Life Together Book Discussion:  
  Living Room
 7 p.m. Worhsip Band Rehearsal: Worship Center
 7 p.m. Anna Circle: Members’ Homes

Wed., October 14 – No Children’s or Youth Programs
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:30 a.m. Boutwells Landing Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Marion Circle: Members’ Homes
 1 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts. Sr. Communion
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Career & Life Design Sketchbook:  
  Living Room
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Area

 Thurs., October 15 – NO SCHOOL-MEA
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Narthex
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108B
 9:30 a.m.  AWE Koi Acres Tour: Meet at Trinity

 Fri., October 16 – NO SCHOOL-MEA
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sat., October 17
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

 Sun., October 18 – No Sunday School or Adult Learning
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery:  
  Worship Center
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion: Worship Center

Mon., October 19
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Ruth Circle: Members’ Homes
 4 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting: Office Conf. Room
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. GLOW Fall Book Discussion: Home of Laura Holmes

Tues., October 20
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 6 p.m. On Purpose Living Your Strengths: Living Room
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Life Together Book Discussion:  
  Garden Room
 7 p.m. Worhsip Band Rehearsal: Worship Center

Wed., October 21
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms: Lower Level
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Room
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 7-9): Worship Center
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Career & Life Design Sketchbook:  
  Living Room
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Area

 Thurs., October 22
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Narthex
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108B
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex
 7:30 p.m. SPCO Concert: Worship Center

Fri., October 23
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

 Sat., October 24
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

Sun., October 25
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery:  
  Worship Center
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.–Gr. 2): Garden Room
 9 a.m. Adult Learning Animate Practices: Living Room
 9:30 a.m. Working Moms Group: Tin Bins
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 10:30 a.m. Weird Bible Stories: Living Room
 2 p.m. FamFest Event Bonfire (Gr. 7-9): Drive-In
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Kowalski’s

 Mon., October 26
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. GLOW Fall Book Discussion: Home of Laura Holmes

Tues., October 27
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Retired Men & AWE Meet Itiweni Luhwago:  
  Garden Room
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Life Together Book Discussion:  
  Living Room
 7 p.m. Worhsip Band Rehearsal: Worship Center

 Wed., October 28
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Senior Living Sr. Communion
 11:30 a.m. Supporting Women as Professionals (SWAP)
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Room
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 7-9): Worship Center
 6:30 p.m. Adult Learning Career & Life Design Sketchbook:  
  Living Room
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Area

Thurs., October 29
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Narthex
 8 a.m. Overeaters Anonymous: Room 108B

Fri., October 30
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

 Sat., October 31
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
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VETERANS’ SERVICE
19th Annual

Sun., Nov. 8, 2015 • 2 p.m. 
Trinity Worship Center

Special Guest Speaker:  
Bill Popp,  

Founder of the  
Minnesota Military Family Foundation

Music by:  
Craig Koehnen &  
Croix Chordsmen


