SDAHA Spring Meeting
Saturday, April 18th , 2015
Campus Center, 333 9th St. SW
Huron, SD 

Meeting was called to order at 9 am by Dan French, President SDAHA.  Introductions were made and roll call was taken and it was determined there were 13 voting delegates present.  

Voting delegates in attendance were Jeff Scheel (Aberdeen), Sam Becher (Brookings), Mike Hunter (Huron), Doug Dailey ( Mitchell), Nathan Sanderson (Oahe), James Johns (Rushmore), Jeff Koops (Sioux Center), Bryan Kouri (Sioux Falls), Steve Sheehan (Watertown), David Withrow (Yankton), Tony Lief (SDAHA Vice President), Gary DeYoung (SDAHA Treasurer), Rhonda Schenkel (SDAHA Secretary) & Dan French (SDAHA President) only votes in case of a tie.  
 
Also in attendance were Maxine Tronnes (SDAHA Exe Asst), Doug Sorensen (SDAHA RIC), Jodi Sterrett (SDAHA Ref Scheduler), Rob Kittay (SDAHA Development), Dave Mannes (National Teams), Kevin Miley (SDAHA NGIN Webmaster), Dave Tronnes (ProHockey Hunt & NPD), Tom Hitchcock (Past President/Nominating Committee), Vince Foley (ADM/Coaches-Development), Bruce Palmer (SDHOA Pres), Dane Yde (SDHOA-Sec/Treas), John Kelley (NHAHA-Spearfish), Jared Ahlberg (Aberdeen), Darrell Schenkel (Brandon), Boyd Schulz (Brookings), Dan Wehde (Huron), Jim Foster (Mitchell), Janie Haack (Sioux Center), Cherry Hunter (Sioux Falls), John Sievert (Sioux Falls) & Marcia Withrow (Yankton).

Not in Attendance:  Brandon Valley Association, Annette Stensgaard (SDAHA Registrar), Dawn Magee (SDAHA Risk Manager/Safesport), Steve Salwei (Coach In Chief), Paul Bachand (Girls Development Director), Scott Riddle (National Team), Steve Jorgenson (Growth & Rentention), & Ron Dobesh (Website) 

Dan points out on the Agenda in the Proposals #4 and #5.  Last fall we adopted the policy of the 4 man system at the JV/Varsity level and to have this on the agenda for today we need a 2/3 approval to bring it back since we passed this before.  Are there any objections to having this on the agenda?  Hearing none, Bryan Kouri, motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Mike Hunter.  Agenda was adopted. 

Introductions were made by all and roll call was taken and it was determined there were enough for a quorum with 13 out of 13 voting delegates present.

Bryan Kouri motion to approve September 20th, 2014 fall board meeting minutes seconded by Doug Dailey.   Motion carried.  Minutes approved.



SDAHA Reports

Treasurer’s report made by Gary DeYoung, Treasurer discussed item by item (see SDAHA FINANCES-Financial info attached to end of minutes).   The background check amount is up due to the new requirement from USA Hockey screening all coaches & volunteers, but going forward everyone will be checked every two years unless they are new will be checked then.  State Tournament referee fees went up due to going to the 4 man system & more travel expense paid out.  Gary suggests for the fall meeting we need to budget this expense better by billing out what the actual games per level would cost divide by the games instead of estimating what it would cost. This would also include trophy costs.  At the bottom of page 1 there were a few changes to the general line due to last fall the board approved 50% funding of the coaches fund from the general fund.  Player development line is made up of Team SD and the Development Camp.   There was $3,000 added to this line from the player’s assessments, this amount went towards purchasing a trailer & insurance for Team SD, approved at last fall’s meeting.  Assessment payments have not come in yet from each association since we do not bill them out until end of the season.   2nd page of SDAHA FINANCES was discussed item by item.  Dave Tronnes asked about the USA Hockey Block Grant money & Dan said this will be discussed at Fall Meeting which goes toward Player development.  Tom Hitchcock informed the board he needs to know what we are putting the block grant money towards by May 15th, Dan will get that to Tom.  Gary is looking for budget ideas & will need these items a couple of weeks before the fall meeting to be held in September, 2015. Gary gave some examples:  grow the Game, awards banquet, girls hockey & girls national teams, could have others.    Gary reminded the associations of the SDAHA Assessments 2014-15 needing to be paid to SDAHA.  Would prefer this paid by May 31st, 2015.  Brookings & Mitchell have paid.  Dave Withrow (1st) and Sam Becher (2nd) motion to approve the financial report.  Motion carried.

Annette Stensgaard, Registrar, not present reported by Dan French.  Annette provided reports.  See at end of the minutes:  Association Totals 14-15, Registration Summary 14-15, Participation by Levels 14-15 & Players by Age 14-15.  Max Tronnes provided the Association Registration Counts by Possible PeeWee Splits with getting totals for Sioux Center from them since Annette does not have access to IA’s team numbers.  Dan reported first time in SD Hockey that all associations participated in the Try Hockey for Free in the Fall.  SD is doing well in recruitment, but still need work on retention.  Dan also spoke on recruitment & retention of referees is needed.

Dawn Magee, Risk Manager/Safesport Rep.  Dan reported for Dawn.  He stated very quiet year.  Were a couple of safesport incidence, but handled by the local associations. Questions regarding background checks cost & need to do every year?  Consents are filled out online by all coaches & volunteers every year before they could go on the ice or have contact with the kids,  The NGIN runs a background check on brand new ones & returning ones every two years.  Cherry Hunter is asking for a list to be given to all association registrars on who has done background checks from their associations so they can keep track.  Dan will be checking with Dawn on this plus to make sure that the NGIN is set up to run & charge the association correctly for each one especially making sure they are not running checks on everyone every year.   

Disciplinary Report, Tony Lief reviewed the Discipline Report on Game Misconducts, Match Penalties & Disciplinary Hearings for this season.  Report posted at the end of the minutes.  Tony informed members that when a referee makes a game misconduct call they file a report online with USA Hockey, it triggers an automatic e-mail that comes out to Tony & Dan.  Once Tony receives it he sends a notification to that local’s president to see that the games are served.  There is an issue with the reporting system, a few game misconducts were not sent over to him & USA Hockey is working on fixing.  Game misconducts that occur outside of state league play need to be reported to the discipline chairman, Tony Lief.  This is the responsibility of each association.  There are fines & suspensions that can be given out & have been given out in the past to associations & their coaches per Dan who have not reported these suspensions.  When Max receives the score sheets from the locals for State League games, she reports to Dan & Tony if there are any game misconducts and if they are being served.  Concerns over more penalties are occurring at the Girls level.  Tony would like to see a better reporting & check n balance on penalties.  He’s not for sure how it can be done, but would like a better way of monitoring if & when these suspensions are served?  Discussion on verbal abuse of officials & how to handle?  This is becoming more & more frequently and occurring at the lower levels.  Suggestion to the president’s to take back to their local association & discuss this with their coaches.  Possibly stricter penalties on verbal abuse toward officials, bring up at Fall meeting.  Doug Sorensen reported the retention of young referees is not good.  We are losing these referees due to abuse from coaches, players & spectators.  Something needs to be done.  Discussion on what a referee can give a player/coach on the bench for verbal abuse & what they give the player/coach if they persist.  The SDAHA administrative rules Section 9 of the Zero Tolerance regarding Spectators needs to be addressed by the local associations.  Dan has some ideas & will bring them to the Fall meeting.  

Officials Report:  Referee in Chief, Doug Sorensen reported there are 169 referees in the state of SD.  This number is deceptive since ½ of them are level 1 & are kids who are still playing hockey.  Senior officials are retiring or moving on to other things.  We are always in need of officials especially at the age of 18 – 25 years old.  First year of the online/safesport requirement for all referees seems to have gone well overall.  Feedback on the 4 man system was generally good.  The concerns they had was having 3 PW state tournaments the same weekend along with Bantam, Boys & Girls Jr Varsity & Varsity league schedules still going was a nightmare.  It was very challenging to have quality officials scheduled for the tournaments.  Doug reported of a female referee who resides in Sioux Falls was chosen by USA Hockey to work a National tournament this year.  Doug would like the locals to inform their girl players of the opportunities for them in refereeing can go beyond their local community.  He spoke about the behavior of players, coaches & spectators getting out of control verbally.  He announced this will be his last board meeting as Referee in Chief, he is resigning once he & Dan find his replacement.  He thanked the board for the relationship they have with the State officials. The Board thanked him as well for the open relationship they have with them as well.  Discussion on when seminars will begin & how soon can the referees start their training.  Doug advised them to register as a referee as soon as it is open on USA Hockey’s website possibly Aug/Sept., then they’ll get their book in the mail to start working on their online open book exam & online modules, then once the seminars open up they would be able to finish up with the seminar & ready to go on ice.  Dan thanked Doug again for all his work.  His position is an appointed position by the SDAHA President so Doug & Dan are gathering names for this position & will interview people.  Doug will stay on & help out with the training of the new referee in Chief.  

Officials Scheduling:  Jodi Sterrett – She had some difficulties scheduling for the facilities that have two rinks with both games needing 4 man systems.  There are a couple associations that do not have a higher level referee from their association which makes it tough to get those higher level refs to travel to those rinks.  Had a few games with younger refs at, but only did that when there was no other way around it.  

Coach in Chief, Steve Salwei-not present.  Vince Foley spoke on his behalf.    

First topic who gets clinics & why we do not get a clinic at your association?  Steve would like the local presidents to pass on to their coaching coordinators to assess what level of coaches do they have, how many at those levels & how many new coaches they are going to have that will need a clinic?  When he asks for this he would like a response as soon as possible so he can line up clinics at  those places, but if he doesn’t hear from you then he thinks there is no need for a clinic.  Steve will probably be sending an e-mail out to the locals in August so presidents please be looking for that e-mail to forward on to your coaching coordinator.  Discussion on the amount of time for training that is expected of the coaches & cost since the majority of the coaches are volunteers.  Dan & Vince did not think there would be anything more that is going to be asked by the coaches for this next year, but if anyone would like to address this issue they can contact David Hoff of USA Hockey Coaching Coordinator.  

Steve Salwei’s report:
Numbers at the clinics were consistent with previous years. 

We had a completely different curriculum at Level 1 this year, it is very interactive and not about us lecturing to coaches- it is more about facilitating a discussion about coaching, communication, etc.

The Level 2 & 3 had some slight changes, look to them being modified in the future as well.

Thank You

Steven G. Salwei
South Dakota Coach In Chief
USA Hockey CEP Instructor

Rob Kittay representing the Varsity Coaches:  A meeting was held at the Boys State Varsity tournament with the Boys Varsity coaches & referees where present.  Some of the discussion was centered around the 3 penalty rule & it was unanimous to eliminate this rule for just Boys Varsity.  Reasoning for a number of incidence that are now penalties like charging, boarding & head contact that has led to more players getting disqualified during each game.  They understand that this board tried to move this ruling from 3 to 4, but was unsuccessful but would like to see this 3 penalty rule changed.  Discussion on play in games for the State Tournaments for both Varsity & JV.  They thought the boys jv tournament was handled well with which players were allowed to play.  Discussion on the 4 man referee system:  calls between the referees were inconsistent regarding one referee would let them play more than the other, financially the 4 man referee system was costly for those associations that do not have referees locally ended up spending more on travel expense for these refs.  He also encouraged the local associations to visit with their senior’s to encourage them once they graduate to become a ref.  Congratulated Rushmore on their showing at the USA High School National tournament down in Missouri they made it out of pool play.  Next year’s tournament is in Restin, VA on March 17 – 21, 2016.  Dan would like to know by fall if there will be a team going to VA since that is a far trip.  Pure Division all players have to be all from the same High School.  

Player Development, Rob Kittay:  SD Player development camp was held April 11-12, 2015 in Mitchell, 102 players in attendance.  See attachments at end of minutes for breakdown.  Rob informed that there were different evaluation teams for the District Camps & the National teams.  Invitations for the Northern Plains Developmental District camp went out the Monday after the camp, April 13, 2015  and this NPDDC will be held in Grand Fords at the new ICON Sports Center held April 30 – May 3 with no ice time on April 30th.  Rob Kittay plans on attending.  The financials for this year’s camp came in with a couple thousand positive per Gary.  Rob thanked all who helped along with the City of Mitchell for the great bid for the use of the two sheets of ice.  Dan would like to see more support & promotion from all associations.  It was brought to the attention that possibly having a little more explanation on what the Developmental Camp is about & the National team tryouts since they do combine both, but are two separate tryouts.







Girls Development Director Report, Paul Bachand-not present.  Dan French read his report copied below.  
· A South Dakota 14U team participated in games in Dickenson, North Dakota in October 2014.
· Three South Dakota Teams participated in the President’s Cup Tournament
· 50 South Dakota girls participated divided based upon age.  (14U, 16U, 19U)
· South Dakota 16U team won.
· Northern Plains was not invited back to the Minnesota NIT spring tournament.  
· The 2015 President’s Cup Tournament was used as the try-out for a showcase team to play in Pennsylvania in April 2015.  
· April 11, 2015 Development Camp in Pierre, SD
· 38 players registered 
· Players will be selected for the NPD camp scheduled for May 1-3, 2015
· Requests has been made for additional South Dakota coaches to attend and assist with the NPD camp.  
Vince Foley, ADM Coordinator.  His job is to sit down with the coaching directors of each association & ask them what they are doing that is effective, what do you like & how is it working?  Then compile these ideas & share them with other associations.  Vince will first start contacting the association’s president via e-mail & then he would like to sit down with the coaches & brainstorm.  He will come to visit them.

National Team, Dave Mannes reported U16 won their division at the National tournament in March, 2015.  The U14 team this year was eliminated due to the U14 Jr. Stampede was formed late in the season which took several of the U14 National team players not allowing enough time to hold another tryout session & form a team so they decided not to have a U14 team this last season.  The financial side has balanced out from year to year.  Tryouts were held with the Development camp at Mitchell on April 11-12, 2015.  Invitation to the teams will not go out until after May 15, 2015.  Looking at 18 skaters & 2 goalies and the plan is to have both U14 & U16 teams.  Tournaments are both on the east coast next year in March, 2016, Virginia & New Jersey.  Cost has been in the past about $1,500 looks like it should stay about the same  going towards paying coaches, ice time, referees, miscellaneous items, some equipment, jersey & player’s airline ticket to the site.  All self funded.  Discussion on when SD would be able to hold one of these National tournaments?  According to Dan they are 3 years out so would need to get a bid in & the organization would like to have a facility that would have several rinks.  Sioux Falls could possibly be with 3 rinks & Brookings to assist being 1 hour away could be a possibility.  Rapid City another possibility with 3 rinks in the city.  Paul stated the parents this year would like to have a team name instead of just Team South Dakota. Idea brought up to do a fund raising campaign to name the team.  
      
Growth & Rentention Coordinator, Steve Jorgensen was unable to attend so Dave Tronnes reported that our state has grown every year in the 8 & under age level along with retaining these kids.  Try Hockey for free has been a great program.  There is a concern for officials & their retention.  Encourage the associations to discuss officiating.  

Scheduler, Maxine Tronnes.  Asking each association to get their teams set earlier than it has been in the past.  She asks for all associations to go through their schedulers if they would like to change a date, time, etc.  Discussion on Christmas weekend if you want that weekend off,  have your scheduler request that weekend off.
 
Webmaster, Rob Dobesh not present, but Kevin Miley from Sport NGIN (online scoring) was present.  Corrections to the scoring request from the associations on the NGIN after the locals finalize the game is a slow process since they have to wait for the score sheets to be turned in to Max to verify the correction. 

Association Reports:

Yankton: Dave Withrow, president reported on the Boys JV State Tournament.  Enjoyed holding it, went well.  Yankton’s rink does not have the city involved, all done with private donations.  They started a Capital Improvement Campaign of $250,000 raised about $80,000 so far.  As for teams next year they are starting their registration in June to have the teams set early for the state.  The JV & Varsity level will have about 25 players  looking at having both teams,  one Bantam team, two PeeWee teams, a couple of squirt teams & Mite numbers about 23 kids.
  
Watertown:  Steve Sheehan, president reported that they are working with the city on getting a two sheet facility up & running in a couple of years.  They are working hard on building their program numbers with the younger kids.  
Sioux Falls:  Bryan Kouri, president reported on the new IcePlex 3-sheet facility.  Good growth this year expect more growth in the future.  Teams expected 2 at PeeWee A, 2 PeeWee B,  possible PeeWee Double A, Bantam B, 2 Bantam A, Girls JV & Varsity, Girls U12 team, Boys Varsity 3 teams.  

Sioux Center:  Jeff Koop, president reported numbers this year were about the same.  They hired a coaching director/director of player development helpful this year to lead them in the right direction.  Girls growth was good, had 18 so formed a U12 team.  Teams this year were more competitive at each age level.  

Rushmore: James Johns, VP filling in for Jeremy Walla.  They were top 10 finalists for the Kraft Hockey Build Contest.  First time in the US, this contest has been in Canada.  Kraft identifies the top 10 rinks by essays written by the associations across US.  Being one of the top 10 finalists this guarantees them a $20,000 check for upgrades for the arena & Kraft sent a film crew out to film Rapid City & their rink to put a video together for the Kraft website.  Then they announced the finalists on the NBC broadcast of NHL playoffs that they were the top 10 finalists.   Next step is to be the top 4 which you get that by everyone voting for them either text or e-mail and was announced later that day at our meeting they did not make that cut.  May 2nd the grand prize winner will be announce.  The winner will get $150,000 for arena upgrades & opportunity to hold an NHL hockey preseason game in their town.  They started a Capital Campaign for upgrades needing a waterline to get better water to the facility from the city costing about $265,000.  Next step to sprinkle the entire building for their fire system.   If any money left over would like to expand their locker room.
 
Oahe:  Nathan Sanderson, VP filling in for Craig Davis.  Growth is good in the lower age level & retention.  Have a summer rec program with another facility located in the area.  Are holding Sticks n Chicks program during the summer to recruit for the girls program.

Mitchell: Doug Dailey reported numbers are up just a little.  Try Hockey for Free is working well for them for recruiting.  Learn to Skate program is going well.  Retention in the upper level is a concern.  Have not had a JV team for 9 years trying to keep those kids and not looking good for the next season.  Should have 2 Bantam teams so hoping in two years to have a JV & Varsity team.  Girl numbers are good in the upper level.  Varsity head coach resigned so looking for a new coach.  Will have summer ice till June & then tear down, need to fix a condensation issue on the new rink.  3 on 3 programs, stick n puck programs going on, men’s league & will have two camps during the off season.  

Huron: Mike Hunter reported low numbers in the Bantam age level & will have about the same number of teams for next year.  Girls Varsity numbers are low so will have some decisions to make for that team.  Summer ice programs & learn to skate programs for ages 4 to 12.  

Brookings:  Sam Becher currently VP will know next week if he is their new President.  Looking at having the same number of teams as last season.  Looking at changing Board structure currently has 27 board members changing it to 15 members.  Created an in house league for mites this season which was very successful.   Boys Varsity State tournament which was very successful.  Hosted about 11,000 people.  

Brandon Valley: Not present:  Bryan Seaver sent report.  Dan read his report listed:  
2014-2015 was another great season for Brandon Valley Hockey.  Below are highlights from the season.
         36 registered kids
         Our mite and squirt teams each recorded their first wins in our program's history
         Hosted two Try Hockey for Free events with over 70 participants between both dates.
         With the help of an architect, completed a vision/concept for a combined sports facility which includes an indoor hockey rink.

A special Thank You to the Sioux Fall Youth Hockey Association for loaning equipment for the Try Hockey for Free events.

Next season, we plan to field mini-mite, mite and squirt teams again.  We will not have enough players to field a Pee Wee team.  We will also be implementing a release policy for the 2015-2016 season.   The essence of the policy is:
BVHA will not release players (1) who are brand new participants, (2) who are returning BVHA members or (3) who previously played hockey and move into our jurisdiction, as long as the BVHA offers the appropriate age level for that player.  Written appeals to this policy can be submitted to the BVHA Board of Directors and will be reviewed by the board at the September 2015 board meeting.

Lastly, at our annual membership meeting, Tom Cauwels was elected President.  He will be assuming that position’s duties in May 2015.

Thank  you
Bryan Seaver
President
Brandon Valley Hockey Association

Aberdeen: Jeff Scheel currently VP will know next week if he is their new President.  Very successful year with 3 league championship team this year & two of our varsity coaches were named Varsity coaches of the year by their peers.  Hosted Bantam A state tournament very successful.  Men’s league & started a Curling league.  Upgrades to the facility with two new Varsity locker rooms, wireless is upgraded and added two sets of cross ice dividers.  Teams for next year are going to be similar.  Hired a part time executive director to help them work on communication throughout the association, marketing & fund raising.  Looking at early registration to get teams set early.  

SDAHA President’s Report:  Dan French spoke about his health that he was not quite prepared for this meeting as in the past, but would still like to continue to work with whoever is going to be the new Referee in Chief with growth & retention of officials, continue to work with Dave Tronnes with the District & Steve Jorgensen, Grow the Game.  Also work hard to make the game fun & safe.  Continue to see growth within the State.  

Dave Tronnes reported on the Pro Hockey Hunt.  Reported the hunt numbers were down, but still a great weekend.  Weather was not the best.  At the Boys Varsity state tournament they were able to give out its 93rd scholarship.  Working on something new this year with Mitchell Hockey & Plant Hockey to give out a Goalie Camp Grant.   Highly praised the senior’s who wrote essays for the scholarship.  Changing the hunt date due to conflicts so moving to Sept 25-26, 2015 and the format.  When the email goes out to all the associations regarding this hunt they would really like to see participation from all the associations.

SDHOA, Bruce Palmer reported on the Officials Association.  Recruitment & retention is a concern for their association. Dan Yde spoke on behalf of the referees & the Pink initiative games they refereed & if any associations are looking at doing them next season please let them know, they would like to partcipate. Raised over $3,000 so was a great fund raiser.  Referees vote on a sportsmanship award started 3 years ago to recognize a player that shows leadership & good sportsmanship for both girls & boys.  This year Doug brought the first level 4 ref clinic to SD.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS

SCHEDULING, ITEMS A-D:  Sam Becher, Brookings, Concerned about number of games a day, weekend, holidays for PeeWee & Bantam games.  Would like to see no games during the Thanksgiving & Christmas weekends and try to utilize the weekends that are open the best way.  Dan explained the PeeWee C format & the two game format trying to eliminate overnight stays by keeping the cost down.  Max explained that it is up to the traveling team what game format they want so have your president get with their scheduler who then needs to work with Max.  Discussion on having on the website a listing of teams who are available on certain weekends to play friendly games.   Gary remarked that he would think that this format could be possible on the website. 

Senior Showcase:  Sam Becher, Brookings would gladly continue to hold it, they asked if anyone else would like to and none of the other associations spoke up so Brookings will continue to hold.

Musical Licensing:  Nathan Sanderson, Oahe, received a letter from BMI, who is the world’s largest music rights organization.  They represent the artists in the music industry.  Oahe initially received a call from a representative stating that they are aware Oahe is holding a theater atmosphere facility, host events & play music you should pay rights to play that music.  Oahe did respond with a letter and are awaiting a response from them.  Oahe would like to know if anyone else has had contact with this or similar groups?  There was a brief discussion, but no other association has been contacted by this group or any similar group.

Rapid City splitting their program into two teams similar to the Sioux Falls program due to the large number of skaters:  Doug Dailey, Mitchell.  Dan discussed the Sioux Falls split was based on the population of the city of 100,000 size will need to split league play geographically is his understanding when this was done he was Vice President in 2011.  Sioux Falls president, Bryan Kouri would like to see the split based on program numbers not population numbers.  Vince Foley reported the reason for this split was on how many high schools & the size of these schools that is feeding their programs is much larger than any other associations.  Discussion on the numbers in the Sioux Falls & Rapid City programs for the younger age levels are quite large compared to all other associations so they have more kids to pull from, but majority of these kids prefer to stay in house league per Sioux Falls.  Question was brought up maybe you should split the association up when their association numbers hit a certain number or keep it at size of community? Discussion on possibly having the State Association come up with guidelines on how the associations should split their teams, as of now each association makes their own decision on how this is done.  Rapid City knows this is coming in the next couple of years.  There was discussion on forming a committee on this topic.  

Changing methods for a league tiebreaker.  Specifically, using goals allowed rather than goal differential.  Kevin Miley & Sam Becher, Brookings.  Kevin spoke about how the Bantam teams from Rushmore & Brookings where seeded to use them as an example.  According to USA Hockey if goal differential it’s capped at 6.  Would like to see a proposal at the fall meeting to change the way SDAHA has their seeding.  Sports NGIN ranks the teams by goal differential so if we change this someone would have to manually account for this.  If you change this you wouldn’t see teams running up scores against teams to win a tie breaker.  
  

PROPOSAL#1, 2 & 3   

State Tournament Format:

There was much discussion regarding number of teams that should be allowed at the state tournaments.  Should we continue using play in games?  Have pool play?  Regional play?  Everyone should have a chance for State Tournament ?  Will this affect the referees?  Table proposal 1,2 & 3 until the Fall meeting.  Nathan Sanderson moves that we form a committee of 5 individuals to be selected by Dan French, SDAHA President to be determined a process for establishing tournament structure based on allowing all teams at any given level to participate.  Gary DeYoung second the motion.  Motion carried.



PROPOSAL #4 & #5 
Officiating/number of officials:  Two Proposals:
Proposal #4.  Three man system proposed for Bantams and older.  Discussion on why the associations would like the 4 man referee system to go back to the 3 man:  Cost was an issue for associations, referees did not call the game the same & some of the games were 3 man due to the shortage of referees.  Sioux Falls brought about training of referees is why they wanted the 4 man system, but with the cost they would like to see it go back to 3 & inconsistency of not having enough referees for 4 man.  Mike Hunter motioned to change the 4 man referee system to 3 man for Bantam, Boys JV & Boys Varsity, 2nd by Doug Dailey.  Motion carried. 

Proposal #5.  Propose using the USAH 3-man referee system for the GV and GJV league levels.  Discussion from the officials if we would like to have 1 ref & 2 linesmen we will have issues with getting enough referees, plus the cost will go up per game.  Reasoning for wanting to change is the game is getting faster for the girls & 2 man referees are missing calls for off sides & goals.  Doug Dailey & Dan French motion for the Girls to go from 2 man referee system to a 3 man system.  No 2nd.  Motion dies.

Proposal #6.  

Safety:   Sam Becher motion to mandate mouth guards attached to helmet.  Discussion on referee need to call more penalties on mouth pieces that are dropping out on the ice or not in the player’s mouth properly.  USA Hockey states it needs to be colored is all that is stated, there is nothing mentioning the mouth piece needs to be attached.  Other discussion kids who wear braces have special mouth pieces made which are for top & bottom and they do not have a way to attach them.  Dave Withrow 2nd, but withdrawn his 2nd .  No 2nd .  Motion dies.

Proposal #7

Team Splits:  Sam Becher discussion to require the first team from an association at a specific level play in the A classification.  Then teams 2 – 3 play at the B Classification and are split equally.  If an association has 4 teams then they would have two A and two B.  Discussion on how would you manage these teams to make sure the splits are equally?  Discussed this season with the PW level system, not perfect, but this system seemed to work well having the PW split into 3 levels; a, b & c by association membership since there were over 20 teams in this league.  Gary would like to table this and use the current system at PW for a 2nd year to have  more time to evaluate this system.  Gary motioned to table this discussion since this proposal was really not a motion.

Proposal #8

Adding Girls League Level Teams:  Dan French has motioned to add just a Girls U12 SDAHA League to further enhance recruitment and development of girl’s hockey in SD.  No U14 SDAHA League.  The Girls Varsity coaches have asked for this as well.  Motion 2nd by Nathan Sanderson.  Discussion on if there is enough girls for a U12?  Dan informed the board that the girl’s varsity coaches who are involved in their associations stating there are enough girls for this age group for girl’s development say more than ½ of the associations can support a U12 team.  We’re going on their word per Dan.  According to our handbook the girls can play only on one league team.  Intent would be able to play & roster on a U12, Girls JV & Girls Varsity, but they will not be able to play on the PeeWee team.  The state is not mandating each association to have a U12 team, leaving this up to each association.  Dan French motion to form a SDAHA U12 Girls league with the intention that these girls could be roster on more than one Girls team, they could be roster on the Girls JV and/or Girls Varsity as well.  They can be roster with the squirts since this team is not a state league team, but not the PeeWees since this is a state league team.  They would follow PW rules.  Motion carried.

Proposal #9

Eliminate 3 penalty rule for GV and Youth Varsity:  Dan French informed all in accordance with SDAHA Bylaws 7.3, a request needing 2/3 approval for this to be put on the agenda for the fall meeting since it was voted down last season. This ruling is only for the GV & Youth Varsity ONLY.  Leave in place for GJV, BJV, Bantam & PW.  Mike Hunter motion to put this on the Fall Agenda, Dave Withrow 2nd.  Discussion was why leave out the other league teams reasoning  right now if they get 3 penalties they are just disqualified from that game.  The officials visited with the Varsity coaches to make sure that the coaches understand what they are asking because if this rule changes the player could be looking at more game misconducts instead of being disqualified for the game they were currently playing.  At the coaches meeting they did discuss this with the coaches as for example:  they get a trip (minor), then a charge (2&10) & head contact (2&10) they are going to be getting a 2 game misconducts out of this since the 2nd misconduct becomes a 5th penalty or game.  Dan informed us all that the coaches understand that.  Reasoning for not having the other leagues change to this is development.  Need to stay away from those types of penalties.  Motion Carries.       

PROPOSAL #10 
Requesting approval for jerseys:  Dan French is requesting 2 complete sets of jerseys for the girls National programs and district teams to wear when representing SDAHA.  One set is requested for U14 and one set for U19 ages.  Light & dark sets for each team.  Discussion on cost & should put a maximum amount of $5,000 for two complete sets.  Player development for 2015/16 budget.  Mike Hunter motioned to approve the 2 complete sets of jerseys for the girls development U14 & U19 with a maximum of $5,000.  2nd by Doug Dailey.  Motion carries.   

Proposal #11
Addition of Northern Hills Amateur Hockey Association into SDAHA: See letter at end of minutes. John Kelley, VP of NHAHA spoke regarding needing help and advice.  Just beginning the process.  Anyone getting rid of any equipment please keep them in mind.  They do not have a spot picked out, but would like any suggestions from anyone.  He informed the board that they have 17 kids that currently play in Rapid City.  They are looking at kids from Sturgis, Belle Fourche, Spearfish, Lead, Deadwood & Sundance, WY.  The city of Spearfish is interested in this venture. Dan informed him they would be a nonvoting member until they get to the point of a league team.  They do understand this.  Also to check on colors & name of team with SDAHA before obtaining. See letter attached.  Bryan Kouri motion for NHAHA to join SDAHA.  2nd by James Johns.  Motion Carries. 

Sioux Falls would like to visit with regarding to the East & West split for the high school age level since starting the 2015/16 season they are required to split this team per SDAHA rules set in 2011.  Sioux Falls discussed with the members for them to have the option of not splitting east & west JV & Varsity this coming 2015/16 season.  Sioux Falls would like the option to field one Varsity & 2 JV teams.  They don’t foresee having the numbers to have 2 Varsity & 2 JV.  James Johns motion to discuss Sioux Falls split for Boys Varsity & Boys JV teams.  Mike Hunter 2nd.    Bryan, Sioux Falls discussed with the members reason for this option because they are looking at only having about 44-48 high school age boys.  They feel this is not enough kids to have the split East & West for the High School.  Sioux Falls also feels that their best caliber kids are playing on Jr. teams so they would not be competitive if they split geographically.  Heavy discussion on this split trying to figure out how they would split these teams if they had one Varsity & two JV plus what the other associations are dealing with for numbers as well.  Huron is going to be very light on numbers possibly 12 brought up Yankton was forced to play Varsity & JV last season.  Mitchell isn’t going to have a JV team due to low numbers.  Members understand that it is a hard decision to make, but hoping there will be more kids than 50 that would register to play would solve their issues & could still split East & West, but most likely not per Sioux Falls.  Discussion on how Sioux Falls splits their teams is hard on the association when you split the teams by ability with one being better than the other.  Several associations have done this & it has really set their programs back.  Sioux Falls does agree, but wish it could be different.  The motion is too allow Sioux Falls for the 2015/16 season to have the option of having one Varsity & 2 JV teams.  This would put a waiver on the geographic split for 2015/16 season.  Roll Call was done 7 yes (Brookings, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Watertown & Yankton) & 6 no (Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, SDAHA Vice President, SDAHA Treasurer & SDAHA Secretary).  Motion carries.  


Scheduled Elections (President & Secretary)
Tom Hitchcock, Nominating Committee:  Dan French has asked the present secretary, Rhonda Schenkel to stay on as secretary & she has accepted to stay on.  Dan asked Tom if there are any other nominations, Tom replied none.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion to close nominations by James Johns, 2nd by Gary DeYoung.  Motion carries.  Rhonda Schenkel elected as SDAHA Secretary for a two year term.

President nominations, Tony Lief asked for nominations for president, Tom Hitchcock stated he has one nomination, Dan French.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion to close & cast unanimous ballot for Dan French by Nathan Sanderson, 2nd by Jeff Scheel.  Motion carries.  Dan French elected as SDAHA President for another two year term.

Dan French spoke regarding bids for Boys Varsity State Tournament have to be in by June 30, 2015.
Fall meeting is scheduled for Aberdeen sometime in September, 2015.

Motion to adjourn by Nathan Sanderson(1st) & Sam Becher (2nd).  Meeting adjourned.























 Discipline Report 
Tony Leif, Disciplinary Chair 
Game Misconducts reported during the 2014-15 hockey season.

 Total of 74 assessed 
o 79 GM’s in 2013-14 
 11 GM’s assessed to 10 different coaches (in addition: 2 known unreported GM’s) 
o 7 assessed for 15 or more player penalties (+1 known unreported) 
o 4 assessed for persistent verbal abuse of an official (+1 known unreported) 
o 11 coaches received GM’s in 2013-24 
 51 players received 1 GM and 6 players received 2 GM’s 
o Two GM’s in the same game (11) – (14 in 2013-14) 
o Persistent verbal abuse of an official (10) 
o Head contact (9) 
o Boarding (9) – (10 in 2013-14) 
o Check from behind (7) – (12 in 2013-14) 
o Kicking (3) 
o Five penalties (2) 
o Elbowing (2) 
o Spearing (2) 
o Tripping (2) 
o Fighting (1) 
o Body check (1) 
o Kneeing (1) 
o Slashing (1) 
o Charging (1) 
o Roughing (1) 
 Player GM’s by month: Nov (8), Dec (17), Jan (15), Feb (17) and Mar (6) 

Match Penalties 
 1 match penalty (slashing) called in girls varsity game 
o 4 called in 2013-14 

Disciplinary Hearings: 2 
 Match penalty: player suspended for 5 games 
 Three Game Misconducts (only 1 reported in the system): coach suspended for 3 games 
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