SDAHA Spring Meeting

Saturday, April 18th, 2015
Campus Center, 333 9th St. SW

Huron, SD

· Sign in 8:30 a.m. (Juice, coffee and rolls will be provided)

· Call to Order 9:00 a.m.

· Welcome – Introductions

· Count of Voting Delegates and Determination of Quorum

· Adoption of Agenda

· Approval of Fall Regular Board Meeting Minutes

· Treasurers Report and Financial Updates 

· Gary DeYoung, Treasurer
· Acceptance of Treasurer’s Financial Report 
· Registrars Report – Annette Stensgaard, State Registrar(ABSENT) - see reports
· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee, Risk Manager (ABSENT)
· Discipline Report – Tony Lief VP
· Officials Report – Doug Sorensen, RIC

· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett 
· Coaching Reports – Steve Salwei, CIC (ABSENT) – see report
· Varsity Coaches  – Rob Kittay 
· Player Development Reports  
· Boys/Youth - Rob Kittay 

· Girls – Paul Bachand

· National Teams Report – Scott Riddle/Dave Mannes

· Growth and Retention – Steve Jorgenson (ABSENT)
· Scheduling  Update – Max Tronnes
· Website update – Kevin Miley and/or Ron Dobesh

· Local Association Reports

·  Aberdeen, Brandon Valley, Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Watertown, Yankton

· SDAHA President’s Report – Dan French

· Pro Hockey Celebrity Hunt Updates – Dave Tronnes

· Discussion Items

· #1:  Scheduling, Items a - d (Sam Becher, Brookings)

· #2:  Senior Showcase (Sam Becher, Brookings)

· #3:  Musical Licensing (Craig Davis, Oahe)

· #4:  Team splits (Doug Dailey, Mitchell)

· #5:  League Tiebreaker rules (Kevin Miley, SDAHA & Sam Becher, Brookings)

· Possible Action Items/Playing Rules Proposals
· #1, #2, #3 – State Tournament Format (Sam Becher, Brookings & Dan French, SDAHA)
· #4, #5 – Officiating/Number of Officials (Mike Hunter, Huron, Doug Dailey, Mitchell & Dan French, SDAHA)
· #6 – Safety (Sam Becher, Brookings)
· #7 – Team Splits (Sam Becher, Brookings)

· #8 – Girls League Levels (Mike Hunter, Huron & Dan French, SDAHA)
· #9 – Three Penalty Rule (Dan French, SDAHA)
· #10 – Jerseys (Dan French, SDAHA)

· #11 – NHAHA (John Kelley, Spearfish)
· Scheduled Elections (President, Secretary)

· Tom Hitchcock, Nominating Committee

· Site and date of 2015 Fall Meeting  (Aberdeen)
· Adjournment
Meeting Handouts:
Agenda

September 2014 meeting minutes
Financial Reports (Summaries)

2014-15 USA Hockey Registration Reports for SDAHA

· Registration counts by ages 11-18 years for peewee splits

CIC Report

SDAHA Tournament Rotation

Discussion Items 1-5
Proposals 1-11
SDAHA 2014-15 League Standings

On site:

· Copy of By-Laws, Playing and Tournament Rules (One copy at meeting site)
· Copy of USA Hockey Rules 2013-2017

· List of all SDAHA league and state champions since 1972

· Detailed financial reports 
· USA Hockey list of Players not Rostered 2014-15
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1.  Scheduling for league games (# per day/weekend   (Sam Becher, Brookings Associatio)
a) First at the Peewee level there was some concern on there being 2 games a day on many weekends.  

b) Second was at the Bantam B level and that in the case of Brookings they completed the 15 game schedule in 7 of the 13 available weeks with 3 weekends being 3 game weekends.  Also 8 of the 15 games were played on days that had multiple games in one day.  There were 6 open weekends in the season but the team still played 3 games on both Thanksgiving and Christmas weekends. 

c) Can we discuss what levels allow multiple league games in a day and how do we better utilize the entire season efficiently.  This is difficult and needs to be balanced to provide some off weekends for tournaments and family time.

d) Open up the # of league games for leagues with 6-7 teams - Again look at utilizing the weeks within a season effectively and not being concerned with the # of times a team plays but how many games the team gets in a year for league teams. 
2. Senior Showcase and where it will be and help with who hosts it.  (Sam Becher, Brookings Association)
3. Musical Licensing (Craig Davis, Oahe Association) 

Oahe Hockey Association would like to have a brief discussion regarding music licensing concerns.  We have been contacted by BMI which is a music licensing association demanding that we pay a music licensing fee of approximately $1,200.  We have hired an attorney, but are wondering if this is something that is covered under USA Hockey or if other associations have run into this problem.
4.  Discuss splitting the Rapid City program into two teams similar to the Sioux Falls program due to the large number of skaters. (Doug Dailey, Mitchell Association)
5. Discuss changing the methods for a league tiebreaker (see seeding rules).  Specifically, using goals allowed rather than goal differential.  (Kevin Miley, SDAHA, Sam Becher, Brookings Association).  
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSALS
PROPOSALS #1, #2 and #3
State Tournament Format:  
Proposal #1:  Sam Becher, Brookings Association 

Limit the number of teams that go to the state tournament - Eliminate the play in games or create a tournament with first round games being played at the top seeds home. 
Proposal #2:  Dan French, President SDAHA

Elimination of the Youth Varsity Play In games for State Tournament. Simply, the top 8 teams earn their way into the tournament based on play through the regular season.
Proposal #3:  Dan French, President SDAHA

Only the top 8 teams participate in the JV state tournament.

Also requested discussion on these items:  

· State tourney play in games. (Mike Hunter, Huron Association)
· JV state tourney with more than 8 teams.   (Mike Hunter, Huron Association)

*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSALS  #4 and #5   
Officiating/number of officials:  Two Proposals
Proposal #4:  Mike Hunter, Huron Association
Three man system proposed for Bantams and older. 
Requested Discussion also on this item:

· Discuss the viability of the 4 man system and what leagues need them.  Do we have the officials to do this and is it cost effective? (Sam Becher, Brookings Association)

· MSHA would like to have a discussion on changing the boys back to a 1 ref/2 linesman system. (Doug Dailey, Mitchell Association)
· Impact of four officials (Bryan Kouri, Sioux Falls Association)

Proposal #5:   Doug Dailey, Mitchell Association and Dan French, President SDAHA
Propose using the USAH 3-man referee system for the GV and GJV league levels.
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSAL #6
Safety:  Sam Becher, Brookings Association
Mandate mouth guards attached to helmet - Discussion to have but could also be addressed by assessing penalties for players that lose it and end up playing without.  I believe the rules state that you cannot play without and if it is on the ice why is it not a penalty? 
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSALS #7 
Team Splits:  Sam Becher, Brookings Association
Discussion/reason for proposal:
Discussion around the play down requests and can we curtail it and strengthen the ability throughout the state. 

a) This discussion came up in some disciplinary reviews where teams were playing up so are we concerned that it contributes to how games are played with the # of penalties and match penalties? 

b) Are we setting the state up to successfully develop players into A caliber ability?  Allowing play downs at early levels with just foster lower skill and the requests will come the following years each time that same group of players moves up levels (peewee to bantam then bantam to varsity/jv). 

c) This discussion can tie into the next item.
Require the first team from an association at a specific level play in the A classification.  Then teams 2 - 3 play at the B classification and are split equally.  If an association has 4 teams then they would have two A and Two B. 

a) This helps associations and the leagues with the issues that come from having two A teams and 1 B.  And the question of how do you split those two A teams. 

b) This also helps truly develop our players in the state.  This is similar to how other states run leagues.
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSAL #8:  

Adding Girls League Level Teams:  Mike Hunter, Huron Association and Dan French, President SDAHA
Discussion also requested (Bryan Kouri, Sioux Falls Association)

Propose the formation of a Girls U12 or U14 SDAHA League to further enhance recruitment and development of girl’s hockey in SD.
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSAL #9:  

Eliminate 3 penalty rule for GV and Youth Varsity:  Dan French, President SDAHA

In accordance with SDAHA Bylaws 7.3, a request needing 2/3 majority approval to be put on the Fall 2015 meeting agenda since it had been voted down just last season.

Propose elimination of the 3 penalty rule for GV and Youth Varsity ONLY. Leave in place for GJV, BJV, bantam and PW.
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSAL #10
Requesting approval for jerseys:  Dan French, President SDAHA
I am requesting 2 complete sets of jerseys for the girls National programs and district teams to wear when representing SDAHA.  One set is requested for U14 and one set for U19 ages.  
********************************************************************************************************************************************************
PROPOSAL #11
Addition of Northern Hills Amateur Hockey Association into SDAHA:    John Kelley, VP,  NHAHA

See letter attached.
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