SDAHA Fall Meeting
Saturday, September 20, 2014
Sanford pentagon Meeting Room 2508
2210 W. Pentagon Place, Sanford Sports Complex
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Meeting was called to order at 9 am by Dan French, President SDAHA.  Introductions were made and roll call was taken and it was determined there were 13 voting delegates present.  

Voting delegates in attendance were Mike Carrels (Aberdeen), Jon Schneider (Brookings), Mike Hunter (Huron), Doug Dailey ( Mitchell), Craig Davis (Oahe), Jeremy Walla (Rushmore), Jeff Koops (Sioux Center), Bryan Kouri (Sioux Falls), Jack Rasmussen (Watertown), Rob Barger (Yankton), Dan French (SDAHA President),  Tony Lief (SDAHA Vice President), Gary DeYoung (SDAHA Treasurer) and Rhonda Schenkel (SDAHA Secretary).  

Also in attendance were Dan French (SDAHA President), Maxine Tronnes (SDAHA Exe Asst), Annette Stensgaard (SDAHA Registrar), Doug Sorensen (SDAHA RIC), Jodi Sterrett (SDAHA Ref Scheduler), Ron Dobesh (SDAHA NGIN Webmaster), Dawn MaGee (SDAHA Risk Manager), Rob Kittay (SDAHA Development), Dave Mannes (National  Teams), Bryan Seaver (President-Brandon Valley), Dave Tronnes (ProHockey Hunt), Cherry Hunter (Sioux Falls), Todd Porter (NPD Registrar), Sam Becher (Brookings), Lisa Overbay (Huron), Darrell Schenkel ( Yankton), Ryan List (Yankton) & Chad Kapla (Yankton).  


Dan pointed out on the Agenda under New Business 4) Petition Requests on team levels correct the 2nd Sioux Falls request should be Mitchell.  

A motion to approve agenda was made by Bryan Kouri, seconded by Jeremy Walla.  Agenda was adopted. Motion to approve Spring 2014 board meeting minutes was made by Brian Kouri, seconded by Doug Dailey.  Motion carried.

A motion to approve July 8, 2014 conference call minutes was made by Jeremy Walla, seconded by Craig Davis.  Motion carried.  

Motion to approve July 30, 2014 minutes which was inadvertently left out of the Agenda for the September 20, 2014 fall meeting.  After the meeting these minutes were sent out electronically to all voting members requesting input and if no objections by September 26, 2014 they would be approved.  No response hence   Minutes approved.

A motion to approve August 27, 2014 conference call minutes was made by Bryan Kouri, seconded by Doug Dailey.  Motion carried. 


SDAHA Reports

Treasurer’s report made by Gary DeYoung, Treasurer discussed item by item (see SDAHA FINANCES-Financial info at end of minutes).  Bryan Kouri (1st) and Jeremy Walla (2nd) motion to approve the financial report.  Motion carried.

Gary DeYoung, Treasurer over view of proposed budget for 2014-15(see SDAHA FINANCES-General Fund Proposed..at end of minutes).  Currently 73 teams would be assessed compared to 72 last year.  Gary is proposing to move the Referee Development (50% cost sharing referee funding) to the Coaching fund for a few years to build that fund for example to be used on the level 4 coaching clinic which was just held and any other expenses.  This coaching fund has been used in the past to fund some money to attend a level 4 coaching clinic fee.  Doug Sorensen was fine with this change.  Jeremy Wall (1st) and Bryan Kouri (2nd) motion to approve the budget.  Motion carried.

Gary DeYoung, Treasurer reported projected costs & team assessments for state tournaments (see State Tournament Team Costs & General Expenses attachment & Plan B at end of minutes).  Gary also explained Plan B (with $5 per ref increase attachment) which is being proposed later in the meeting by Doug Sorensen to increase the referee pay across the board by $5.00 a game.  Plan B is what incorporates that proposal if it would pass.  The proposal is for the boxes on the first sheet or the boxes on the Plan B sheet if the proposal to raise the referee fee per game would be accepted.  Craig Davis (1st) and Bryan Kouri (2nd) motion to approve the budget for state tournaments.  Motion carried.
Annette Stensgaard, Registrar not much to report at this time since she doesn’t have any current rosters.  We are not doing the paper Cybersport roster this year all of this will be online to be accessed by anyone with electronic equipment and will be all stamped approved with all her information that she approved the roster.  Each roster will show the coaches cep#, level, modules, safesport and screening confirmations.  Annette introduced Todd Porter, NPD Registrar from MT.  He spoke regarding team roster access can be retrieved any place at any time as long as you have wifi with electronic equipment.  They advised to have printed copy for the coaches book.  Question regarding age classification has not been changed to the June 30th cut off date for year of birth?  Todd & Annette stated they would check into this & let the local registrars know at the Registrar meeting being conducting today at 1:00 pm.

Dawn Magee, Risk Manager reported the online back ground check system is working nicely.  Dan informed the link to this is on the SDAHA website very simple and all the volunteers, coaches, board members who have regular contact with the players at the local association get this done.  Dan informed if those coaches who are to be put on the rosters early November do not have this screening done will not be put on a roster.  Will know if they are verified within a few minutes if need added verification could take no more than 24 hours to be verified.  Safesport needs to be done by all including locker room monitors who are considered volunteers.  Discussion on locker room monitors & USA Hockey/Safesport electronic policy (anything electronic that can take pictures is NOT allowed in locker rooms).  Dawn attended the USA Hockey 2014 Annual Congress held in Colorado Springs, CO this summer and went over some of the topics that were discussed there. Zero Tolerance policies need to be enforced. Dan expressed that each association have procedure in place, have responsible people that can address a situation quickly and appropriately when dealing with unruly spectators for all the games.  Dawn would like the discipline committee to contact her with any safesport discipline actions so she can be aware of and possibly if needed to submit a violation report to USA Hockey.  Dan informed her that this can be done. Dawn passed around the room two reports she received at the summer meeting. (USA Hockey Game Reporting System & 2013-2014 Season Final Registration Reports).  
Doug Sorensen stated the spreadsheet he gets from the NPD has only the official’s information on.  The safesport & background checks do not show up on his report.  Dawn is checking on.  Cherry Hunter is asking if the local registrars can receive a similar report on the coaches by associations and to have Dawn check on the ones who already did the background checks early, but did not have the drop down box.  Dawn would like each association to send her a list of their coaches so she can check to see if they have done the screening.
Gary asked in regards to last year’s ethnic slurs issue if this was handled appropriately by an executive who addressed every team at a State tournament, how effective was this and what information about this filtered up to the boards whether you were aware that we did that or not?  Did this have an impact with the players and was this an effective way to deal with that?  Several locals informed that the coaches became aware & took it very seriously along with players.  
Safety is an issue on the ice.  Don’t duck program.  Orange Line, USA Hockey strongly recommends this.  Pierre & Rushmore plan on putting this in for the year.  Doug Sorensen made it clear that this line will have no effect on an official’s call.   
A concussion policy rules was asked if the State would come up with any policies regarding concussions?  Dan informed the group a concussion policy is left to be handled by each local association.  

Officials Report:  Referee in Chief, Doug Sorensen reported referee seminars are posted online on the SDAHA.org website.  Doug asked locals to get this information out to their associations.  He hosted a district officiating seminar for the NPD in Brookings about 3 weeks ago.  12 where in attendance.  He is looking at purchasing a tablet to assist him during his seminars.  Requesting a pay increase of $5.00 since the officials are required Safesport every other year, on line training modules similar to the coaching ones in addition to attending a seminar on site.   This would mean an increased volunteer time for individuals to get certified as an official.  Doug is requesting the locals to encourage their girls to ref. 

Officials Scheduling:  Jodi Sterrett, Scheduler nothing to report at this time.  Request from an association if they could have an older referee signed up with a younger referee to mentor them.  Jodi said the associations can give those younger referees her phone # or e-mail address & she’ll work with assigning someone older experienced and a great teacher to work with these younger refs on the ice.  

Coach in Chief, Steve Salwei-not present.  Dan French read his report.  He is working on all the clinics around the state and will post on the website once they are finalized.  He recently finished up with a Level 4 clinic in Sioux Falls with 34 SD coaches with total attendance in the mid 40’s.  Local associations would like to see these clinics pushed up earlier since they start working with their kids on the ice mid October associations are having their coaches attend the Luverne, MN clinics.  Dan said he would work with Steve on this in the future, but as for this year it is too late.

Player Development, Rob Kittay  reported NPD camp in Grand Forks-May, 2014 numerous players advanced from the SD camp to NPDDC.  Ben Tronnes, Jeremy Backhaus & Rob attended as coaches for the boys teams.  Paul Bachand was there with the Girls team. Advanced 4 players this year to National camps, most number ever.  Reported 7 boys nominated for the 2014 Boys Western Regional Multi-District 14’s Camp in Colorado Springs & 6 attended along with Rob.  Rob attended the 15’s National Festival for his fourth time in Rochester, NY in July.  NPD camp for this year is scheduled in Grand Forks, May 1 -3, 2015.  The SD Development Camp/National Teams tryouts will be held April 10-12, 2015 at a site yet to be determined.  They are requesting proposals from several rinks in SD to hold the camp.  The RFPs are due by October 1, 2014.  If you have any concerns or ideas on boys’ development, please do not hesitate to contact me or go thru the email site (sdhockeydev@gmail.com). 

Girls Development, Paul Bachand-not present.  Dan French read his report copied below.  
Approximately 58 South Dakota high school girl players participated in the 2014 Northern Plains President’s Cup.  Games were held in Rapid City on March 21-23 at the Rushmore rink and the Roosevelt Ice Center.  South Dakota had four teams participating during that weekend.  Rushmore did an outstanding job hosting the tournament.  It is anticipated that the President’s Cup tournament will take place in Rapid City on March 20-22, 2015.  This year, selections for the National Invitational Tournament (NIT) occurred in conjunction with the President’s Cup weekend.  Over 40 girls tried out for the NIT team.  Past years, the selection occurred at a camp in Wyoming.  Development directors in Wyoming, Montana and North Dakota, agreed to hold tryouts in conjunction with the President’s Cup weekend.  This allowed more South Dakota girls an opportunity to try-out for the NIT team.  The actual selection processes was cumbersome, but hopefully next year it will improve.  Donovan Peterson (Brookings) will be taking a South Dakota 14U team to Dickenson, ND over the weekend of October 3, 2014 to participate in a Northern Plains 14U tournament.  It is the first year that this tournament is being held.  South Dakota was invited back to participate in the Minnesota Fall High School Girls Premier League.  We were not able to roster a team due to insufficient interest.  I am aware that some South Dakota girls have signed up to participate in an AAA team coached by Noel Needham.  I am concerned that impacted the interest in this fall league.  Finally, it has come to my attention that some girls last year were included as all-state nominees and likewise played in the JV tournament.  That makes little sense to me and seems to violate the spirit of the freeze rule.  I suggest that the board amend the agenda to include a motion to indicate that players who play in more than 50% of JV games and/or who play in the JV state tournament are not eligible to be nominated for the all-state team.  I apologize for not being able to be present tomorrow.

National Team, Dave Mannes reported both National U16 & U14 teams made it to the finals in April, 2014.  The U16 team won & U14 team lost in the finals.  40 kids were picked in April, 2014 for the 2015 National teams, but they lost 20 kids to other teams.  U16 lost 8 kids by end of July, but were able to recruit to fill these spots since this was early enough, but the U14 lost 12 players to the new Tier 1 program out of Sioux Falls in August so had to pull the plug on this program since this did not leave a lot of time to have another tryout.  Next year in the spring they will have two teams U14 & U16.  Tryouts will be April 10 – 12, 2015.  Dan spoke regarding the Tier 1 AAA hockey program hit harder than what they anticipated & the effect it would have with the National program.  Several associations are asking if the kids who made the U14 Tier 1 team are able to practice with their local team even though they are on the Tier 1 team?  These kids only practice & play games with that team on weekends & would like to get ice time during the week with their local association.  Todd Porter, NPD Registrar said yes they can practice legally since they are registered as a USA Hockey player, but cannot play games since they are roster on another team. The state is leaving this up to the local associations to make the decision if they will allow these players to practice with the team.  Would these kids be able to come back to play for their local if for some reason it didn’t work out playing on the Tier 1 team?   Dan informed all, the player would need to be released off the AAA roster & on the local roster no later than January 15th in order to play in the state tournament.

Coaches Committee, Rob Kittay reported on the head boys Varsity Coaches replaced at Huron, Sioux Falls & Brookings, all filled.  Rob is asking if the deadline for associations to petition down for BJV & Varsity teams be moved up since this causes problems with the schedule.  They are putting the schedule together during the summer.  Rob is asking for the Boys Varsity State tournament game start at 12 or 12:30 instead of 9 am & move that one game to the 2nd rink.  State of MN is no longer allowing our High School teams to play them.  MN high school league came out with a rule in order for them to play other state high school teams that team have to be a state high school sanctioned sport.  This goes for all sports.  We can still play in MN just as long as it is a Jr. Gold team & not a high school federation team.  North Dakota does not have this rule for their high school teams.  USA Hockey High School National tournament was in Omaha last year will be in Missouri next year.  Vince Foley is the high school director for the region.  This team is fielded with the regular season Varsity Champs and any openings go to the 2nd place team. 
 
Disciplinary Report, Tony Lief discussed each local association will need prompt communication with Tony via e-mail with games misconduct & match penalties to insure that no affiliate ever has a situation that they were unaware of the consequences so those suspensions are served properly & administered by the associations.  Tony is requesting e-mails from every state league head coach so he can get those messages directly to the head coaches in addition to the local’s president.  Tony will need an updated list of each local’s discipline committee member contact if changed from last year.  Doug Sorensen is asking who is responsible for tracking an unruly spectator who is asked to leave the game by a referee.  Dawn Magee said this is where the safesport report would be done, but she needs the info from the local affiliates since they are responsible for removing that spectator so there is a list for the state.  The locals need to report to their safesport committee who would report to their president who then would get this to Dawn Magee & Tony Lief.  

Scheduler, Maxine Tronnes is in agreement with Rob to have an earlier deadline for locals to commit if they are going to have a BJV & Varsity level team.  She suggests like Rob at the Spring meeting.  Schedule is done except for waiting to finalize the peewee & bantam teams.  Maxine brought packets for each association with score sheets & books.
 
Webmaster, Rob Dobesh nothing to report.  

Senior Showcase, Jon Schneider (Brookings), November 22-23, 2014.  Blizzard game Friday night so will start Saturday & Sunday.  Run like last year.  Details will be sent out to the presidents to get out to their Seniors.  

Association Reports:

Yankton:  Ryan List reported 141 kids from Varsity to Minimites.  Rink paid off last March.  Improvements:  new bleachers, lights, remodeled kitchen & gathering space, adding more heat.  Ice should be ready by October to do some red & white scrimmages.  Looking forward to holding JV State tournament this year.
Watertown:  Jack Rasmussen reported 1 Bantam, 1 PeeWee.  Working with city mad a new rink committee and as of last Monday it was approved in the city budget to they will be breaking ground this spring for a new 2 sheet ice arena. They are working with the same architect that Sioux Falls used & will be like theirs, but scaled down.  Has a set of cross ice boards & using them the last two years.  Work great.
Sioux Falls:  Bryan Kouri reported little over 500 kids moving into the Ice Plex.  Open house is today for their members. Growing program.  Tier 1 had an impact for their Varsity & Bantam programs, but a good thing.  Have a set of cross ice boards set up for the open house today.
Sioux Center:  Jeff Koops reported 150-160 range a slight drop from last year.  JV numbers are low, but Bantams are higher.  Squirt ages are thin, U8 big numbers.  Ice has been in for a couple of weeks.  Doing 3 on 3 program for 4 Saturdays preseason.  Try Hockey free Saturday.  
Rushmore: Jeremy Walla reported they are putting the orange line in, start ice a week earlier, numbers 365.  Changing security policies.  Working with local authorities.  Safesport asking all parents, coaches, volunteers to take.  Has a set of cross ice boards. 
Oahe:  Craig Davis reported they will have two teams at PeeWee, Bantam & will have a BJV & Varsity as well as GJV & Varsity.  Rink set up started today.  Leased ice all summer long with a separate rink located up by Walmart in Pierre & will continue this arrangement all through the hockey season.  
Mitchell: Doug Dailey reported same as like last year for teams.  They will be having 1 Varsity, no JV & 1 Bantam, but two at all the other levels.  Year round ice this year with the 2nd sheet.  Held camps, 3 on 3 this summer.  Learn to Skate programs for kids as well as adults throughout the summer working with the city on the insurance.
Huron: Mike Hunter reported ice middle of July.  Coach changes on the Varsity level for both boys & girls.  They will field a team in every league this year except GJV.  Switch to the USA Hockey age classifications for development reasons.  
Brandon Valley: Bryan Seaver reported 40 – 50 kids.  Renting ice from the Iceplex this season starting season Oct. 25 indoors & move outside once the weather cooperates for that.  Teams at PeeWee C, Squirts & U8 level.  Would like to know who are PeeWee C teams in the state so they could start scheduling some games for them.  Their association along with other sport associations in Brandon have hired an architectural firm to start planning for an indoor rink & Community Center complex in hope of breaking ground 2016.   
Aberdeen: Mike Carrels reported 250 kids.  Field teams at all leagues with 3 peewee teams this year.  Try and retain kids.  Aberdeen along with the city purchased a set of the cross ice boards.
Brookings: Jon Schneider reports about the same for numbers this year, except for the 8 they lost to the AAA teams including 1 Girls Varsity.  Implemented majority of the ADM Model last year.  Will have 8 league teams this year.  Will have a new head Boys Varsity coach.  Implemented a Learn to Skate program before season starts for their Termites & mite levels.  Purchased 2 sets of cross ice boards with the grant money that was awarded them from the Tronnes Fund for U8 kids.  Ice since July 28. 

Dave Tronnes reported on the Grow the Game & Growth Retention.  NP made this an actual functioning group within the NPD & Dave was asked to chair that group.  Steve Jorgensen, Aberdeen is the States representative.  Target the U8 group.  July meeting in Spearfish had the Grow the Game & ADM reps at this meeting.  Guy Goslin is the ADM rep for our area & he would be willing to come to the local associations to help you out.  Each association might think about starting a Growth & Retention Committees.  SD state is seeing growth.

Steve Jorgenson, SD Grow & Retention Coordinator-not present.
I attended the Northern Plains Grow the Game meeting in Spearfish, July 11th & 12th.  The presentations from USA Hockey were insightful as well as the interaction with attendees.  The amount of information and programs available to locals for assistance in growing and retaining members has grown significantly in recent years and is available on the USA Hockey website.  
Goals for Growing the Game were to have 100% participation from the locals thru the USA Hockey program in the 2 & 2 Challenge, the fall & spring Try Hockey for Free skating activities, and with feedback contacts sent to USA Hockey for follow up from Try Hockey for Free skating activities for questionnaires to be sent out. 
The 2 and 2 Challenge, deadline to register is Friday, September 19th.  Here is who has signed up with USA Hockey:   Brandon Valley, Huron, Mitchell, Watertown, Rushmore, & Yankton.  Aberdeen and Brooking have indicated they are/were going to commit but have not signed up yet.   I have messages into them for follow up and confirmation.
The Try Hockey for Free dates are November 8, 2014 and February 21, 2015.  Most locals have committed to November 8th with those not committing, having a skating activity scheduled on their own on different dates.

Dave Tronnes reported on the Pro Hockey Hunt going into their 5th year to be held Nov. 14 – 15, 2014.  Record year last year grossed $63,000 after expenses they gave back $38,000 to hockey last year.  Seeing it in the equipment, scholarships, ice & grants goes back to the hockey kids in SD.  Asking for local support by sending people to the banquet by purchasing a table costing $400 for 8 people and signing hunters up.  Make money off the donations & anything they can raffle off.    Hunt is split between Huron & Mitchell this year.  Banquet is at the Highland in Mitchell.   Kids are welcomed.

President’s Report:  Dan French reported Brookings earned the right to host the Boys Varsity State Tournament this year.  Biggest challenge as a state is retention & recruitment is why the District appointed Dave Tronnes as Grow the Game for the district & then each state appointed someone.  He urged the locals to utilize Steve Jorgensen, SD rep & programs that USA Hockey offers to grow your local associations along with Vince Foley, the state’s ADM rep.  NPD cancelled their Fall Meeting due to conflicts with scheduling.  

Tom Hitchock, Nominating Committee not present.  Dan spoke on his behalf announcing two positions opening up on the SDAHA Board next spring, his term as president & the secretary position.  If you know of someone in your organization that is interested contact Tom Hitchock.  

Old Business: 
Purchase of Trailers for Hauling Gear:     Scott Riddle & Dave Mannes National Teams
We would like to ask SDAHA to purchase two enclosed trailers using the player development monies at the last meeting. Dan asked for a quote which I received from a local dealer Sheehan Cycle. Each trailer with basic upgrades for durability are 3,221.20 plus 3% tax and Lisc.
     If approved we would also like permission to secure an insurance policy to insure the trailer and contents. 
     Also we would like permission to use the budgeted money for advertising to letter-decal the trailers.
 Rational:  These trailers would be used to haul gear back and forth to nationals. We have some difficulties finding road worthy trailers, which are the correct size to rent. In the past we have also borrowed trailers, but take the risk of damage and the liability of 30,000 plus worth of gear inside that is uninsured. The monies SDAHA is already spending on rentals will pay for the trailers in five to six years.

Discussion on only needing one trailer for now since only having 1 SD National Team U16 team this season & who would be responsible for insurance, license plates, up keep & where would this be stored when not in use?  Discussed possibly selling spots on the trailer to cover ongoing expense?  Doug Dailey (1st) and Craig Davis (2nd) motion to approve the funds of 2 trailers with purchasing 1 right away through the course of the season coming out of the player development fund.  Motion carried.

New Business:

1)Change in player release policy:  Bryan Seaver, Brandon Valley 
When the BVHA was approved by the SDAHA, there was the following statement/stipulation. 

"New players joining hockey for the first time can be waived and released to the association of their choice during the association’s inception period (years 1-5, or February 18, 2011 through April 1, 2016)."

We have operated under this "policy" and released all players in what I call a bulk fashion.  The opening of the Ice Plex will allow us to extend our season and offer a program similar to most other associations.  Plans for an indoor rink in Brandon are also making significant progress.  For next season (2015-2016), we would like to consider NOT releasing new, first-time players in a bulk fashion.  This would be one year sooner than stated above.  I believe the change would affect a small number of players.  I don't have specifics on every player released; however, I would guess  there were 5 or 6 first-time players released for the 2013-2014 season. 

Again, changing the release "policy" is something the BVHS board would like to discuss further.  Our intention is to grow our sport and NOT prevent any players from getting on the ice. 

Bryan discussed that the BVHS board would like to see the list of the first time players before releasing them to other associations.  Right now they get a group of releases from Sioux Falls & just sign them over.  They do not want to stop anyone from going to another association, but they would like to visit with them first before signing them over to another. He is asking Sioux Falls to let the ones who are registering with them from their area, that there is another program where they live who would like to visit with them first.  It was brought to the boards attention according to the written policy listed above in the wording BVHS does have the option of not releasing players to another association.  They would just need to work it out with Sioux Falls, Registrar.  Dan stated they would have that option of not releasing, but he suggests they do it cautiously, what’s in the best interest of that particular player, this could be on a player by player instead of grouped together like it currently is?  No action needed to be taken. 
 
2)Officials Raise:  Doug Sorensen, RIC

I’d like to propose a $5 raise for officials across the board.  Our last increase was 5 years ago, prior to that it was 10+ years.  

Discussed not raising the peewee rate by $5.00 since at the Spring meeting they were moved up to the Bantam rate.  Doug would be content with keeping the peewee rate stay where they are at now.  See plan B of the SDAHA Finances, but would need to change the PeeWee level listed on Plan B back to Linesman Fee per game at $35.00 & Referee Fee per game at $50.00 and keep the rates listed for Bantam to Varsity levels.  Bryan Kouri (1st) and Jon Schneider (2nd) a motion to approve pay raises listed here.  Motion Carried.

3)Peewee USAH/SDAHA level designations for registration.
Discussion on how the teams would register their roster A, B or C.  You can always play up.  Consensus is to leave it up to each local to make that designation.  Local registrar will contact State Registrar, Annette to get correct as far as SDAHA VS USAH level.  

4) Petition Requests on team levels:
Request from Aberdeen to play their Bantams as B:  Mike Carrels, Aberdeen Association

No Playing Rule change required.  Per rule 4H,  “Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Reasons for petitions may include low registration numbers and skill levels/ages of involved players”

The Aberdeen Hockey Association is requesting that their Bantam Team be allowed to play at the “B” level rather than play at the “A” level. Reasoning for this includes the following: 

- Safety of the players- For the 2014-15 Season we project that there will be 13-15 bantam team members, consisting entirely of first-year bantams. Therefore, none of our current bantam team members will have experience or skill giving or receiving a body check. If forced to play at the “A” level our inexperienced players will be playing with athletes who have an entire year’s experience with body checking. Further, as a whole, the team will be smaller and less experienced than “A” team players making them more likely to be injured. 
- Development- This year’s group of players will consist of athlete’s who were divided between the PeeWee A and PeeWee B team last year. Allowing them to play at the “B” level will mean that they will play at a level that is more competitive to their skill level. Therefore, they will be able to continue to develop skill, and speed and to develop their game knowledge and skill in games that are more appropriate to their skill and speed levels. 
- Fun/Passion/Success/Retention- If playing at a level at which they are unable to compete, the athlete’s will be set up for failure because the teams they are playing against will be bigger, faster, stronger and be playing with more experience. Further, if players feel that they can never be successful in competition, they will be more likely to quit playing and spend their time in other endeavors they will see success in. Instead, placing the team at the correct level will ensure the team can compete, and that translates to small successes, having fun in competition and continued passion for the game of hockey. It will also mean we can retain players at the bantam level which will have long term effects at the varsity levels as well. 
In closing, the AHA feels that the team that we will field at the bantam level will be much more appropriately placed at the “B” level rather than the “A” level due to experience, size, and development.

Discussed:  Possible average team at the A and a dominate team at the B.  Several associations are looking at the same situation, not enough kids to create 2 teams at this level & are keeping them at A with small numbers as well & have first year players.  As they move up in the next couple years to JV/Varsity we need to keep these kids at the A level to be more prepared for those teams.  
Motion to approve as written made by Gary DeYoung (1st) & Jack Rasmussen (2nd) Motion.  Motion denied.  
 

Petition from Rushmore to play their third Bantam team at the “B” Level:   Jeremy Walla, Rushmore Hockey

No Playing Rule Change required.  Per Rule, 4H, “**Associations may always petition to play one team at the A level and other teams at the B level, but it must be approved by the SDAHA Board of Directors. (4/13)”
RHA is requesting the following Team structure at the Bantam (U14) level - 1A and 2B teams, instead of the state format of 2A and 1B with program having 3 Teams for a level of play. Currently at the Bantam level at RHA we will be moving our top 5 players the JV/V program in order to help balance numbers there. This will reduce the number of participants to approximately 36 for 3-light teams and too many skaters for 2 teams, the overall competitive skill set for the Bantam group will be reduced especially if 2A teams are required. We this it will give the kids the best opportunity to progress and develop over the course of the season. It is also, our understanding that SDAHA is short on Bantam B team across the state and this may in fact help this situation as well. 

Discussion:  How to split the kids by ability or evenly?  Possible injuries with low number teams?  How many 2nd year Bantam’s this year?  Not available.  The talent pool is bigger than the rest of the associations except for Sioux Falls.  2nd largest program in the State is not able to follow the States format, possibly bad format?  How can anyone else in the state follow that if Rushmore cannot?  Time is coming when Rushmore will need to be split geographically as they grow.
Motion to approve as written made by Jeremy Walla (1st) & No 2nd.  Motion dies.

Petition from Sioux Falls to play two Peewee B teams instead of Peewee C teams:  Bryan Kouri, Sioux Falls Hockey

I. No Playing Rule change required.  Per Rule I, III,” Associations may ONLY petition to move a team up from Division C to B or from Division B to A.”

SFYHA requests permission to host two PeeWee A teams and two PeeWee B teams.  SFYHA would then be removed from hosting PeeWee teams at the C level.  
Our registration period for PeeWees is complete, so our numbers are firm. SFYHA will continue to host a total of four teams - two from the west and two from the east. From a numbers and competition standpoint, we fit much better in the A/B leagues than in the C.

Petition from Mitchell to play two Peewee B teams instead of Peewee C teams:  Doug Dailey, Mitchell Hockey
Discussion on how this split was made?  Based on numbers in their association (See Registration & Team Counts for Peewee 2014) posted at the end of the minutes.  Leagues are getting too big, need to split them.  Leaves low number of teams in the C league.  Since the two petitions are similar the state decided to combine both petitions.  Motion to combine Mitchell’s request in with the Sioux Falls request since they are similar made by Gary DeYoung(1st) & Doug Dailey (2nd).  Motion carries to have the two petitions together.  Motion to approve the petition made by Bryan Kouri (1st) & Jeremy Walla (2nd).  Motion Carried. 
Motion to add to the agenda to allow the proposal of a 4th league game for PeeWee C league to be added to the schedule made by Jack Rassmussen (1st) & Jeremy Walla (2nd).  Motion carried.
Motion to petition to allow a 4th league game for the PeeWee C league made by Jeremy Walla (1st) & Mike Carrels (2nd).  Further discussion this will be broken down by two home & two away.  Motion carried.  

5)  Determine sites for the following State Tournaments:
Bantam B 2/27-3/1/15
Discussion Sioux Falls, Watertown & Mitchell available.  Mitchell is not since they have a squirt tournament that weekend.  Bantam B tournament give to Sioux Falls.
PeeWee C 2/20-2/22/15 
Mitchell is not hosting a state tournament this year, but do not have a PeeWee C team. Doug Dailey said they would be willing to host.   
Doug Sorensen asked about extending our state tournaments a weekend earlier or weekend later.  Three state tournaments (GJV, Bantam A & B) in one weekend plus league schedule (BJV & Varsity) is brutal on the referees.  Discussion on starting league games earlier in November to finish.  Would not be able to implement this season, but discuss for Spring meeting.  
Motion to adjourn by Doug Dailey (1st) & Jon Schneider (2nd).  Meeting adjourned.
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