Golf Survival Kit

We play in lots of difficult weather conditions (everything except lightning). The golfer who can play well in adverse conditions by dressing appropriately will be the better golfer!

Umbrella

Rain gear (a good investment if you are going to take the game seriously)

Water bottle

Gloves or mittens  (they also have special cold weather gloves available in golf stores)

Rain Gloves  (specially designed for use in wet weather)

Golf towel  (more than one in rainy conditions)

Stocking Cap  (you will be amazed at how much more comfortable you will be in cold weather if you keep your head warm)

Bug spray

Sunscreen  (some disposable wipes are good to clean your hands with after using bug spray or sunscreen)

Hat or visor

Water proof golf shoes are nice for wet weather  (if your shoes are not waterproof, wear wool socks, and bring a dry pair to put on after golfing)

Snacks  (granola bars, peanut-raisin-M&M mix, banana, etc.)

Disposable hand warmers (remember, it is against the rules to put your golf ball in the same pocket as the hand warmer)

Advil

Band aids for blisters

Lip Balm

Obviously it can be cumbersome to carry all this gear with you all the time. Have a bag with the above items in it and bring it with you. Even if it’s sunny when we start or leave for a meet, the weather can change quickly. Try to use clothing that stretches and does not get too bulky to restrict your swing. Pullovers are a better choice than jackets with zippers. If you use a zippered jacket, zip it so it won’t be in the way of your swing. Dress in layers because once you start walking you may discover that you are dressed too warmly, and you can stuff a pullover in your bag. A warm pair of mittens is easier to get off and on between shots than gloves. If you buy golf shoes make sure they are comfortable and broken in before a meet. It is hard to focus on your game if you have blisters on your feet. Other than quality rain gear and good shoes, the above items do not require a major investment, but will help you perform better in the different weather conditions we encounter.

We do play on beautiful spring days also!
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Golf Etiquette & Pace of Play

1. Arrive early enough to warm up and be ready to play. Hit some shots at the range and putt and chip before you start. You wouldn’t play soccer or basketball without a proper warm-up period.

2. Don’t move, talk, stand too close or directly behind a player making a stroke.

3. Wait until the group in front of you is out of range to play.

4. If you hit a shot that goes astray yell “Fore” in a loud and clear voice.

5. Replace divots.
6. Don’t walk on someone’s line on the green.

7. Don’t stand too close when someone else is swinging.

8. Remember that your shadow can be distracting.

9. Repair ball marks.

10. Don’t remove the ball from the hole with your putter. Use your hand.

11. Remove and replace the flagstick carefully.

12. Tend the pin if requested, and do it properly.

13. Rake bunkers smooth after your shot/

Pace of Play

Slow play must be avoided!!

Here are some things you must do to prevent slow play.

1. Always walk at a brisk pace. 

2. Never take more than 1 practice swing

3. In “Ready Golf”, forget about who is away. All players should continue hitting toward the hole, no matter who is away, as long as it is safe to do so.

4. Safety is the number one concern. Always be aware of the position of everyone’s ball in your group.

5. When you reach the green and your ball may be in someone’s way, always mark it immediately.

6. Always place your bag on the side of the green nearest the next tee.

7. Always be preparing for your next shot as you walk to it. As long as you do not distract your opponent, get ready to play your shot when it is your turn to hit.

8. Always putt out when you can do so without standing in someone’s line.

9. The first person to putt out should get the flagstick, hold on to the cloth so it won’t make noise, and have it ready to return to the hole when the last player holes out.

10. Go directly to the next tee after declaring your score. 

11. Never stand on or near the green of a hole you just finished to count strokes or to mark cards. Do that on the next tee.

12. No matter how short your shot or where it goes, always bring your golf bag with you.

13. Watch your ball until it stops moving, and do the same with every member of your group.

14. Always play a provisional ball if you feel your ball may be lost or out of bounds. (announce to everyone that you are playing a provisional)

15.  Do not hit a provisional if you clearly saw your ball go into a water hazard. If you do, then that becomes the ball you must play and you forfeit any other options available.

16. Never pick up a ball you find during a meet.

17. Know the Rules of Golf.

18. If a player is in the wrong fairway, the group playing the higher numbered hole, or the hole nearest to completion of their round should have the right-of-way if all is clear for them to proceed.

19. Never be just standing or visiting. Always be involved in something that will bring you nearer to finishing your round.

Slow play is a serious problem. Remember that when the first group sets a good pace, you simply have to keep up with them. If they are getting ahead, you need to pick up the pace. You may have a bad hole that slows you down, but make up the distance on the next hole.

You also need to realize that we encounter the public players during our meets and practice. Unfortunately, some players do not always follow the guidelines regarding slow play. Be patient. If they hold you up, there is not much I can do. However, if you are holding up others I will let you know that you must pick up your pace.

Eighteen holes should never take longer than 4 hours and preferably closer to 3 hours.
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