
Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 11, 2014 
 

Attendees: Sarah Jacobsen (President; Freeze), Beth Silvis (Secretary; D3 Director; Spittin’ Chicklets), Tracy 
Cosenza (Treasurer; D5 Director; Detroit Revolution), Kerri Kelly (Ruicci Cup Coordinator; Bombshells), Ann 
McManamon (D4 Director; Swarm); Michelle Reeve (D2 Director; Hammerheads); Jenn Czajkowski (D6 
Division Director; Cranks, Ice Picks), Tricia Devaney (ICES), Michelle Smith (ICES), Lynn Orlowski 
(Hammerheads), Amanda Wagner (Little Chiefs), Melanie Dunbeck (Ice Pack), Danielle Young (Motor City 
Crush). 
 
President Sarah Jacobsen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
I. Review and approval of 2/11/14 minutes with the following revisions:  
 A. Change the title of the document: Board Meeting “Agenda” to Board Meeting “Minutes.”  

B. Change Section V. F., “Reminder to all teams that games are not played by March 7 will be 
considered forfeits.”  This should read: “Games scheduled to be played on or before March 7 which 
have not been able to be played by then will be considered forfeits for the purposes of Ruicci Cup 
seedings.”  

 
II. Treasurer’s report  

A.   Beginning balance   $ 6,360.36 
        Minus withdrawals -  $ 895.00  
        Ending balance -     $ 5,465.36 
B. The discrepancy with the Sport NGIN imbalance has been fixed.  Bank of America investigated the 

situation and the check for ($895) finally cleared.  
C. Checks were written for John Lindell Ice Arena ($470), Arctic Edge of Canton ($470) for the  
      additional 4 ice sheets that were secured for Thursday’s and Friday’s Ruicci Cup games, and $30 to 
      Woods Trophy for the added plaques with last year’s winners.  
 

III. Division Updates:  
A. Division 2  

1. Complaint regarding a hit on ICES’ Michelle Smith by Little Chief’s Ashley Allemon and a 
request for the board to consider imposing additional consequences upon Ashley, including 
expulsion from the league.  Both players were present and gave their accounts of the incident.  
Several players (e.g., Amanda Wagner, Tricia Devaney) from each team were also present and 
also offered their accounts of what they witnessed. Michelle Reeve has not yet received a 
statement from either of the referees who worked this game. Ultimately, Michelle Smith suffered 
a knee injury, is undergoing physical therapy, and may require surgery.  Ashley Allemon 
apologized to Michelle Smith for the injury.  Lynn Orlowski, who was attending the game as a 
spectator, apologized to Ashley Allemon for making threatening statements to her after the 
injury. 
2. The board took into consideration Ashley’s penalty history; although she was assigned a 10-
minute penalty, it was not a game misconduct, so Ashley will receive only a one game 
suspension. Prior to this penalty, she only had 10 minutes in penalties total, none of which have 
been “aggressive” penalties; She is tied with 11 other players in D2 who also have ten minutes in 
penalties, and who are listed behind eight other players in D2 who have more penalty minutes.   
3. Discussion occurred about general refereeing complaints.  Responding to this, M. Reeve 
indicated that it is her understanding that the referee did not want to bother filing paperwork for a 
game misconduct so he chose not to assign Ashley Allemon that penalty.” 
4. M. Reeve spent some time explaining the separation of D2 into two separate divisions (D2a an 
D2b) for Ruicci Cup.  



 a. D2a teams will include Detroit Revolution, Belle Tire, and ICES    
 b. D2b teams will include Bulldogs, Renegades, and Mag-A-Ritas 

 
B. Division 3   
 1. UM Flint added Erica Jensen to their roster on 1/30/14   
 2. Freeze added Jamie Scott to their roster 1/31/14  
 3. Angel Duhaime from Motor City Crush suggested that an option for Ruicci Cup might be to  
 combine the top teams from one division with the bottoms teams from a lower division.  The 
 board can consider this format for next year but wanted to preserve the regular season divisions 
 for the 2014 Ruicci Cup, with the exception of splitting D2,  
 4. Fusion forfeited to Polar Bears 2/1/14. 
 5.  Several teams are still submitting scoresheets with sporadic errors.  
 6. Metro Blades vs. UM Flint 3/7/14 at Detroit Skating Center   

a. This game had a league high 36 penalty minutes with three fighting penalties and 
three game misconducts.  

b. Ashley Rasmussen (UMF) and Melissa Cramer (MB) were involved in the fight, and 
Tammy Rogers (MB) was given a “Third person in” penalty.  

c. S. Jacobsen and B.Silvis contacted players and coaches from both teams, as well one 
of the referees (Steve Bessette), who called the game to get their statements.   

d. Tammy Rogers and the Metro Blades have filed a complaint against Steve Bessette 
for being “too physical” while restraining Tammy, alleging that he pulled off her 
helmet.   

e. Tammy and Metro Blades team manager, Darleen Darvil, requested that the board not 
double the one game suspension for Tammy, per the guidelines, but to only suspend 
her for one game.  They ask that the board take into account that Tammy did not 
touch a single player on the other team, did not fight anybody, and was merely 
restraining her own player.  Steve Bessette also stated that Tammy’s intent “was as 
peacekeeper.” The board agreed to consider this in her appeal.  

C. Division 4    
1. Ann McManamon was happy to state that a few missing scoresheets is her only issue in D4  
2. Danielle Young (MC Crush) and Melanie Dunbeck (Ice Pack) complained about Kayla Curry 
playing with the Stingrays.  They inquired about the board’s criteria on placing players in certain 
divisions and feel that in some instances the 30-day trial may be too long.  The board responded, 
explaining that Kayla’s appeal was approved under a 30-day review and she has only played in 
two games, as their manager indicated that she would only be used “sparingly” as a sub so she 
could play with her mother in a few games this year.  The board emphasized that especially when 
a player is new or unknown to the league, input is requested from the managers about the 
player’s history and skill level in order to be able to place them competitively. When a player 
turns out to be more skilled than expected, the onus is placed upon teams in that division to file a 
formal complaint for the board to reconsider a player’s placement.  For whatever reason(s), 
teams seem reluctant to follow the formal complaint process, and as a result, skilled players 
sometimes remain in that division. 

D. Division 5  
Tracy Cosenza reported no significant issues other than the 2/8/14 game between Bombshells 
and Cyclones when no official refs arrived and Bombshells had to forfeit. 

 E.  Division 6 
  1. Potential new teams 
   a. Michelle Demshuk contacted S. Jacobsen about forming a new team.  She indicated  
   that it would be comprised of players from the Suburban Farmington BADHL league.   

  b.  S. Jacobsen informed M. Demshuk about the season timeline and application process.   
Icebreakers managers, who informed her of an internal struggle and a possible split   
among their players by next season, have contacted C. J. Czajkowski.  There are some 
potential recruiting violations occurring by one of their own players/coaches.  Team 



 officials have been advised that it is against league rules to recruit before the end 
of the  season. 

 2.  GP Chill has to reschedule their 3/9/14 game vs. TOT at Detroit City Arena.   
 3. Jenn Czajkowski is still receiving scoresheets with many errors. 
  

IV. Local Spring Skating Events 
 A.  Senior Olympics  

 1. The date has been rescheduled to May 3-4 at the Onyx in Rochester.    
 2. Though all skaters need to be 50 years old by November 2014, goalies under 50 will be 
accepted.   3. The cost is $600 per team.   
 4. For more information or to register, call 248-608-0252, or go to their website  
 (www.michiganseniorolympics.org).   
 5. If players do not have a team but would like to play, call the number listed above.  

 B.  Charity Skate  
   Grosse Pointe Chill & Grosse Pointe Old Devils annual Charity Skate April 12, 2014.    
  This charity event supports girl’s hockey at Clark Park in downtown Detroit.  Details are on the  
  league’s website.  The Chill is looking for players and/or another MSWHL team to partner with  
  for this event. Please contact Amy Cowan at agmeiner1@comcast.net  
 C.  Tournaments (also posted on the MSWHL website)  
  1. Oakland Edge-  April 25-27 at Rochester Onyx   
  2. Cinco de Mayo - May 2-4 at Royal Oak’s John Lindell  
 
V. Ruicci Cup finalization 
 A.  Seedings 
  1.  Division 6 requested to extend their seeding date to March 8 to include some make up games  
   from the cancellations due to weather. The board agreed to grant this request.  
  2.  Division 2 will be split into 2a and 2b 
  3.  Board discussed how to make for the most optimally fair seedings for divisions who have lost 
   or added a team since January (UM Flint in D2 and D3, GP Chill in D5, D6).  They  
   agreed to seed using the minimum number of games ALL teams in that division have  
   played from January 1 through March 7. 

B. Master Schedule finalization 
  1.  Participation has increased to 28 teams (up from 25 last year)  
  2.  The number of divisions has also increased to six (up from 4 last year) 
  3.  Fifty-four sheets of ice (up from 43 last year) are needed, but Livonia is unable to   
   accommodate  some of our game time requests due to the increase in participation, so S.  
   Jacobsen called ten other rinks for availability and price quotes. Three were available. 

C. Added locations include John Lindell, Arctic Edge, and Suburban-Farmington Hills for Thursday 
and Friday nights, though for a slightly higher cost per ice sheet ($225-$235)  

D. K. Kelly will secure additional scorekeepers for the added rinks and games. 
E. K. Kelly will notify managers about bringing 6 sheets of roster stickers with correct jersey numbers.  

 F.  Raffle baskets are to be brought to the Hospitality Room by a team’s first game at Eddie Edgar.   
  Drawing will occur by first final game (1:00 pm Sunday) and prizes need to be picked up by 7:30 
  p.m. Sunday.  
 E.  Preliminary budget calculations reveal that Ruicci Cup could potentially cost more this year   
  (estimated cost $16,200) than is brought in through entry fees ($14,000) and raffle (est. $1,500),  
  so the $500 entry fee may need to be increased slightly next year.   
 
S. Jacobsen adjourned meeting at 9:18 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Beth Silvis, Secretary 


