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An intelligent heart acquires 
knowledge...

Proverbs 18:15
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P A S T O R  D A N
P O F F E N B E R G E R

Another great fall of learning is upon us 
— Children’s ministry, Confirmation, 
Sr. High, Lifelong learning — all 
beginning anew.  I will be co-leading 9th 
grade confirmation this year with Jody 
Nyenhuis, which is more fun than a 
pastor should have. 

Our Children’s Ministry, Confirmation, 
and The River begin earlier than usual 
this year: the first Sunday learning date 
is Sept. 14; the first Wednesday learning 
and The River is Sept. 17.  We did this 
not only to follow the chronology of 
the Narrative Lectionary (so that the 
kids can begin where we adults begin), 
but also because we want to make the 
most of our time at the front-end of 
the ministry season versus at the end — 
when weather, spring sports and cabin 
fever kick in!  We are eager to get back 
to learning because faith matters.

I also am offering a series of Sunday 
morning offerings for adults, senior 
high students and any confirmation 
student who is brave enough to attend. 
Parents and students are welcome to 
join in with the regular Sunday morning 
adult learners. I will be leading three 
different experiences designed to 
reacquaint people with some of our 
richest faith traditions: confession, the 
Word, and the sacraments of baptism 
and communion. I’m calling it “Faith 
Basics with Pastor Dan”  Looking at 
elements of worship, we will take a tour 
around some important concepts of 
faith and how they engage with modern 
culture. This is designed for people at 
all points in their faith — just bring 
your experience, a bit of theological 
imagination, and a willingness to learn 
and share. It will be part presentation 
and part interaction — and hopefully 
also fun, provocative and helpful.

SEPT. 14: “I BElIEvE” 

What does it mean to be a person of 
faith in our modern world? What do we 
draw on from our tradition, experience 
and our culture? What does it mean to 
confess a faith in Jesus? How do our 
statements of faith interact with our 
everyday life?

OcT. 26: “ThE WORD OF GOD” 

The Bible. The preached Word. Jesus 
as the “Word of God”. The work of 

the Spirit – What do we mean by the 
“Word” of God? How can we engage 
with this Word, and how does it inform 
our everyday life? We have a faith story, 
a meta-narrative that has been given to 
us – how do we find our place in the 
story? 

NOv. 23: “ThE SAcRAmENTS”

Baptism and Communion are central 
to our identity and life. How can 
baptism and communion bring life to 
you everyday? How can these familiar 
practices become fresh and new to 
us, and speak into our daily life? God 
promises extra-ordinary things through 
these gifts – we will explore them in 
ways both old and new. 

Another new learning opportunity this 
fall will be the creation of three new 
teams centered around stewardship and 
our identity as grateful stewards of all 
that God has given us. Three teams will 
be created, each with their own focus:

STEWARDShIP lEARNING/ 
TEAchING TEAm
This team will have the responsibility 
to take a deep dive into the concept of 
holistic stewardship. There is abundant, 
fabulous literature and study about how 
we — individually and as a community 
— are stewards, and how the spiritual 
practice of stewarding helps us grow 
in faith. This team will build off of the 
great work of the Vibrant Stewardship 
Team in leading all of our community 
into a deeper understanding and practice 
of stewardship. They will work across 
ministry areas and with all ages and 
families to give our community great 
stewardship experiences and resources. 
This team will be perfect for those 
who like to learn and share about 
stewardship, gratitude and generosity.

STE WARDShIP 
culTIvATION TE Am
This team will be responsible for 
working with Trinity’s Annual 
Stewardship ministry, asking for 
annual financial support of Trinity; 
cultivating our regular giving individuals 
and families; providing year-round 
information about the ministry of 
Trinity and its connection to financial 
stewardship; working with automated 
giving and other modern giving 
technology; and thanking people for 
their pledges and contributions. This 
team will be populated by those folks 
who like to get into the mechanics of 
the annual financial support of Trinity 
and how we can build a strong financial 
foundation to sustain Trinity into the 
future.

“ uNDER 40 ” 
STE WARDShIP  TE Am
Working with our youngest 
membership, this team will explore, 
model and encourage stewardship for 
our younger generations. This will be an 
experimenting, learning and relational 
process. This team will be learning 
the stewardship vocabulary of a new 
generation, and be in dialog with people 
about how to live out stewardship in 
their families, and how to use their 
stewardship to build a sustainable 
congregation for the long-term future of 
Trinity Lutheran Church

As we turn the calendar to September, 
we will be inviting people into this 
work. If you are interested in any 
of these teams, please contact me at 
dpoffenberger@trinitylc.org. Stay tuned 
for more information.

An exciting fall is just around the corner 
— full of learning, faith and growth — 
see you in church!

—Pastor Dan



I am so excited to tell you about 
our fall program of Sunday 
Morning Learning! We have a 
great lineup of teachers, and a 
commitment to robust, engaging, 
consistent offerings – Every Service 
Every Sunday. That’s right! The 
“classes” will be repeated back-to-
back, so you never have to miss 
your favorite worship service! You 
can stay (or come a little early) at 
9 a.m. when you drop your kids 
off for Children’s Learning, or you 
can stay after the 9 a.m., have some 
coffee, and come downstairs at 
10:30 a.m.!

Everyone is invited to these 
learning opportunities – from 
young parents to empty nesters, 
Junior High-ers to senior citizens. 
You (yes you!) are welcome to 
come, learn, and grow – Every 
Service, Every Sunday. (Are you 
sensing a theme?)

September 7 Stephanie  
September 14 Dan   
September 21 Luther Sem Prof! 
September 28 Jody Thone 

October 5 Stephanie 
October 12 Jody  
October 19 Professor 
October 26 Dan 

November 2 Jody Thone 
November 9 Professor 
November 16 Stephanie 
November 23 Dan
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P A S T O R  
S T E P h A N I E  v O S

F A l l  2 0 1 4  S u N D A y  A D u l T  l E A R N I N G 

E v E R y  S E R v I c E .  E v E R y  S u N D A y .
Pastor Dan will be helping us take a new look at some old friends this fall. Looking at 
elements of worship, we will take a tour around some important concepts of faith and 
how they engage with modern culture. In September, the theme will be “I Believe,” 
talking and sharing about what it means to be a person of faith in our modern world, 
what we draw on from our tradition, experience and our culture, and what it means 
to confess a faith in Jesus. In October, the topic is “The Word of God,” where we’ll 
explore what we mean by the “word” of God and how it informs our every day life. 
In November, we’ll be talking about “The Sacraments” and asking how these familiar 
practices can become fresh and new to us, speaking God’s extra-ordinary promises into 
our lives.

Pastor Stephanie will be exploring some modern philosophers, theologians, and 
spiritual leaders. There are so many brilliant people speaking truth and beauty in 
our world, and this is a chance to engage those new ideas. In September, we’ll focus 
on Michael Stone, a modern yoga philosopher. We’ll watch his TED Talk, called “A 
Deeper Materialism”, and talk about how our spirituality and faith relates to the 
everyday things of our life, like our family and planet. In October we’ll be learning 
from and about Thich Nhat Hanh, a Zen master and poet, and his ideas about Engaged 
Buddhism. November will be delving into the teachings of Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, a 
Jewish mystic of the Kabbalah tradition, and his perspective on direct experiences with 
the divine and the unity that underlies the cosmos.  

Jody Thone will be offering experiences centered on listening. On Sept. 28 it will 
be “Listening to God:  Christian Meditation, Centering Prayer & Lectio Divina 
Practices,” in which she will lead us through an introduction and practice of these 
three key spiritual listening practices. On Oct. 12 she’ll present “Listening to Each 
Other:  Growing our Listening Presence”, in which we will be practicing deep listening, 
learning about four levels of listening and how you can cultivate a stronger listening 
presence.  And on Nov. 2 she will focus on “Uniquely Designed: Honoring the Impact 
of our Saints”. For All Saints Day, join Jody Thone in reflecting on how your saints 
have impacted and shaped you. We will creatively celebrate their lives and legacy as 
expressed through you.

I’m pleased to announce we will be hosting Rolf Jacobson, a Luther Seminary Old 
Testament professor, once a month to teach about the Biblical foundation that will go 
along with our Narrative Lectionary texts for worship and learning in the fall. (Dr. 
Jacobson was one of the original creators of the Narrative Lectionary.) In September, 
we’ll be learning about the Pentateuch, which are the first five books of the Bible; in 
October, we’ll dig in to some of the Old Testament history about kings and judges, 
since we’ll be in Joshua, Samuel, and Kings during that month; in November, we’ll learn 
about the prophets of the Old Testament and their role as truth-tellers to their people, 
as well as their foreshadowing of the gospels.

It looks like it’s going to be a great new season of Sunday Morning Learning — I hope 
to see all of you downstairs in the Living Room Every Service, Every Sunday this fall!  
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Young Women on Purpose (YWOP) is 
a small group I started about eight years 
ago. At that time, the young women 
were in high school and expressed a 
desire to learn more about On Purpose 
Ministries. Since then we have gathered 
to learn about our strengths, values, and 
the Enneagram. We have practiced lectio 
divina, walked the labyrinth, practiced 
yoga, silence, prayer, presence painting, 
and guided imagery; we have meditated, 
discussed our theologies, served our 
neighbors who are hungry or in need, 
and talked, talked, talked. Eight years 
later, these wonderful young women are 
now in college, or have finished college, 
and are still gathering together. This 
summer we got away for a weekend 
at my cabin, and they requested lectio 
divina on the dock and more study 
with the Enneagram. I asked sisters 
Allie Reinke and Kelsey Reinke, both 
members of YWOP, some questions 
after our recent summer retreat. 

YWOP has been together now for eight 
years, what is the value of a group like 
YWOP? 

KelSeY: For me, the value of YWOP 
is hard to fully express. It is an open-
minded environment in which I can 
express myself: my fears, struggles, 
successes, anxieties, hopes and 
everything in between. Furthermore, 
it is a network of strong women who 
are all very different, yet I admire each 
individual’s perspective and choices. I’m 
constantly amazed by how determined, 
brave, creative and thoughtful you 
all are. I find so much strength in our 
sisterhood. I think of YWOP when 
I’m going through big life changes (for 
example, wearing my YWOP shirt on 
the way to Thailand). It’s also valuable 
to me because I’ve been able to explore 
different facets of my own personality, 
my wants vs. needs, big dreams, 
strengths and weaknesses. Without this 

group of women who are interested in 
doing the same, I don’t think I would 
know as much and be as comfortable 
with myself and who I am now — as 
well as who I might become. I think 
that we are honest with and challenge 
each other. I love that. I love to brag 
about this group, what we embody and 
how we come together. It’s less often 
these days, but still so powerful to me.

Allie: The value of YWOP is it is a 
group of wonderful people who are 
able to get together and share things 
about life. It is an open environment 
for ideas and questions about anything 
under the sun. Not many people have a 
group of strong women they can go to 
and share without feeling like they are 
being judged.

Why would you take time out of your 
busy life to go on a YWOP retreat?

KelSeY: Well, in the past I’ve made a 
point to do so because I feel completely 
reenergized after the retreat weekend. It 
brings me clarity. The level of focus and 
removal from daily life is absolutely 
fantastic. Being able to concentrate on 
each other, the Enneagram and other 
interesting topics is enriching to me. I 
feel strongly that it’s not something we 
(society) do enough of — taking the 
time to think and process, that is.

Allie: The better question is: why 
wouldn’t you? No matter how busy I 
am, I will always rearrange anything 
I can to go to YWOP. It is a weekend 
where self-growth is important and to 
do that with seven or eight other people 
at the same time is amazing. It is my 
way of getting checked back into what 
is important to me. It is easy to lose that 
with how chaotic life can get at times.

What do you get out of learning about 
the enneagram? How does it make a 
difference in your life?

KelSeY: The Enneagram has been 
absolutely critical to my personal 
growth. It’s the reason I took the leap 

and decided to live in 
Thailand, then further 
travel in Southeast 
Asia. I wanted to indulge in the process 
of transformation. As a 3 struggling 
with post-collegiate realities, I was not 
in a healthy place. But amazingly, I 
was aware of this. And this awareness 
allowed me to make choices that pulled 
myself from this place. I feel that this 
series of events has truly changed 
something in my nature, the way I see 
the world and my place in it. I think 
maybe my sister, Allie, can vouch for 
this change.

Allie: The Enneagram makes me 
more aware of myself. I like realizing 
how spot-on it is in my life. My inner 
thoughts can get jumbled and it is a 
great way for me to realize what path I 
am leaning toward in life. However, the 
most important lessons I have gotten 
from it are realizing and accepting 
how others act and feel and why they 
are that way. It makes it a lot easier to 
relate to people when you empathize 
with what is going on with them. I am 
also better able to let God into my life 
when I am understanding my own life 
and True-Self. Plus, it shows you how 
you can best connect with God. The 
answer that the Enneagram gives to get 
healthier is to get more present — get 
more connected to God.

O N  P u r P O S e : 
S I S T E R S

 By Jody Thone

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE

Would you like to learn about the 
enneagram? Join Jody Thone for 
an Introduction to The Enneagram, 
Sat., Oct. 4 from 9 a.m.-Noon here at 
Trinity.

Do you have a small group that 
would like to explore some On 
Purpose curriculum? We’d be happy 
to provide your group with content 
for discussion, exploration & learning.  
Call Jody Thone at 651-439-7400 or 
email jthone@trinitylc.org.
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Come visit the Trinity Library! This is 
a place to find resources that encourage 
the study of God’s Word and the growth 
of each person’s relationship with God. 

The scripture verse from Hebrews 4:12, 
“For the Word of God is living and 
active,” is printed in calligraphy on the 
Library’s walls. These words help direct 
the Library’s mission of “providing a 
living and active ministry that spreads 
the Word of God to all of God’s 
children.”

The Trinity Library provides materials 
that support the findings of the Faith 
and Family 2020 Team, which will 
guide our church in its planning for 
children, youth and families. Current 
research indicates that Faith Matters 
and Content Matters impact faith 
development. The Trinity Library 
contains theology references, including 
Biblical concordances and Bible study 
materials, for individual or small group 
use. These materials are located in 

the area marked “Reference” 
or in the nonfiction area 
labeled “Bible Study” in the 
222 section. Recent additions 
include recommendations 
by Pastor Poffenberger, 
including Consider the 
Birds: A Provocative 

Guide to the Birds of the Bible From 
Stone to Living Word (220.8 BLU), 
which explores Bible passages and 
presents truths about 
humanity, faith, and 
God’s Grace. Pastor 
Dan also suggests The 
Well-Played Life (248.4 
SWEE), found in the 
Christian Life section. 
New in the Fiction 

section 
are Christian historical 
fiction titles When Jesus 
Wept (FIC BODI) and 

S p r e a d i n g  t h e  W o r d  o f  g o d 
t o  a l l  o f  g o d ’ S  c h i l d r e n

Take This Cup (FIC 
BODI). Through these 
books, readers can 
understand the faith, 
power and passion 
of men and women 

living in Biblical times. 

The Faith & Family 2020 Team 
also found that both parents and 
connection generations impact faith 
development. Trinity member and 
former Trinity pastor Rich Melheim 
published Holding 
Your Family Together: 
5 Simple Steps to Help 
Bring Your Family 
Closer to God and Each 
Other (248.8 MELH). 
Parents and grandparents 
can use this resource to 
help share God’s Word. 
Your Family Compass: A Parenting 

Guide for the Journey 
(306.8 HANL), written 
by Trinity author Jenny 
Hanlon, is part of a 
variety of resources on 
parenting. Fly a Little 
Higher: How God 
Answered 

a Mom’s 
Small Prayer in a Big 
Way (616.9 SOBI) was 
published recently by 
Stillwater-area mother 
Laura Sobiech, sharing the 
story of her son’s battle 
with cancer, his music, and 
their family of faith and trust in God.

Finally, mission and impact adults also 
impact children’s faith development. 
Through Mission Director Tom 
Thiets and team structures, Trinity 
members model service and fellowship 
with others. Trinity author Michele 
Hermansen describes her mission 

LibraryTRINITY LibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITYLibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITY By Norma Wilson, Trinity Library Volunteer

experience in her 
book Unexpected 
Journeys: The 
Extraordinary 
Capacity of 
Everyday People 

(266.0 HERM). The 
Hole in Our Gospel 
(248.4) is a true story 
of a corporate CEO 
who used his journey 
to demonstrate how 
the gospel—the 
whole gospel—was 
always meant to be 
world changing. Do 
Good: 201 Ways to Lend a Hand 

(300 SILV) shares 
ideas for helping out 
family, friends, and 
neighbors who are in 
need. 

Sheila Maybanks 
Doherty, library 

volunteer and avid reader, read Pastor 
Vos’ recommendation Never Let Me 
Go (FIC ISHI). The 
book caused her to 
“reflect on privilege, 
on haves and have-
nots, and on the power 
of having choices…
think about what it 
means to be a human 
and what it means 
to have hope…to call forth deep 
sympathy for the characters.” 

Recommendations, reviews and 
donations are welcome as the Trinity 
Library continues to grow and 
provide ministry — see you in the 
Library!
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On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 earthquake struck the island nation of Haiti. Some 
220,000 people died and more than 300,000 were injured.  Among those killed  
was Andrew Grene, the Haiti director for the United Nations.

Andrew’s wife, Jennifer, and their three children were living in New York when 
the earthquake struck. Jennifer teaches English at our mission partner Long Island 
Lutheran High School (LuHi) in Brookville, NY. 

Soon after Andrew’s death, his twin brother, Gregory, his family, and his friends 
formed the AG Foundation to build a school in honor of his dedication to the 
children of Haiti. The staff and friends at LuHi contacted me about using our meal-
packing event leadership team of Trinity volunteers to organize a packing event in 
New York in 2011 to send meals to the new school.

With the promise of providing the hot lunch program at the school, we launched the 
annual LuHi meal-packing event. The main focus of the fourth annual April 2014 
meal-packing event was to stuff a 20-foot shipping container with dry meals and 
send it to the school. In three days, students, staff, and local church members, led  
by Trinity members, packed 325,000 meals. To date, we have packed more than  
1.2 million meals in four years at the LuHu event, which that have been distributed 
in New York, New Jersey, Haiti and the Philippines.

The beauty of working in partnership is revealed in the smiling faces and full 
stomachs of the students at the Andrew Grene school in Port au Prince, Haiti.

I truly enjoy developing broad partnerships because it is in these acts of service that 
the words of the Great Commission —Go therefore to all nations…— come to life. 

Even though we never gathered together in one place, everyone served as a team with 
determination and joy and made the dream of providing lunches at the Andrew Grene 
School a reality. Here is the entire “team” that made the meals possible:
·       Trinity Lutheran Church-Stillwater, MN
·       Mano Amiga Inc. – Stillwater, MN
·       The Bryan Hallock Family – Long Island, NY
·       Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics – Norway & Sweden
·       Global Health Ministries – Minneapolis, MN
·       Valley Cartage - Hudson, WI
·       Lifeline Christian Mission - Columbus, OH
·       ODW Logistics – Columbus, OH
·       Long Island Lutheran High School – Brookville, NY
·       Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, New Hyde Park, NY
·       The United States Coast Guard – Jones Beach Station, NY
·       Coda Resources LTD – Brooklyn, NY
·       The Andrew Grene Foundation – United Kingdom
·       The Andrew Grene School – Port au Prince, Haiti

Please know there is a long list of individuals behind each organization who 
answered God’s call to serve their neighbor, and I give thanks to God for their 
courage and willingness to serve. Together we give all the glory to God and it is 
with deep gratitude that we give thanks for the opportunity to serve.

The Meals From The Heart by Mano Amiga Inc. have provided more than a full 
belly: they’ve brought hope and light to a devastated area. With every plate comes 
the gospel message of love for your neighbor.

Because yes:  when that container arrived, the school truly received  
Meals From The Heart.

m I S S I O N S

More Than Just a Meal:
A “Meals From The Heart” Haiti Update

By Tom Thiets
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As our lives unfold, we move through a cycle of seasons that propels us along 
a variety of paths — some that are anticipated and others that we do not plan. 
It seems as if I were just looking forward to the journeys of summer; but as 
difficult it is to accept, my long anticipated summer is already heading toward 
autumn. Already we are losing eight minutes of daylight each day. The loss of 
a mere eight minutes has suddenly shaved off hours of daylight. The sun rises 
later and sets a lot earlier each day as our children rush about to enjoy the last 
moments of summer vacation before their school year begins. 

While it may appear that, after the flurry of fall and winter mission programs, 
there are fewer mission opportunities in the summer, that is not the case! All 
year long, Trinity volunteers are serving our neighbors here in Stillwater, in     
St. Paul, and beyond. Opportunities abound all year long; every season of the 
year is “mission season” here at Trinity.

Many of our mission opportunities are planned: helping clients at our local food 
shelf every month; preparing and serving lunch every Monday and Wednesday 
at Bethlehem-Midway; delivering a few of the 55 monthly commodity food 
boxes from Second Harvest on the first Monday of every month; helping to 
serve supper the last Sunday every month next door at Ascension Episcopal 
Church; and helping with meals served by our Loaves & Fishes team in St. Paul.

Other opportunities come our way on shorter notice — but they do keep 
coming! We’ve been gathering supplies for back-to-school backpacks; 
assembling new office furniture for some schools and a community clinic; 
repairing and updating a home in Cottage Grove through our partnership with 
Two Rivers Community Land Trust; and designing and building a physical 
therapy structure at our local Courage Center. 

The amount of notice does not hold back the tremendous teams of volunteers: 
with every opportunity, the Trinity mission volunteers respond with great joy 
and a willingness to serve that has earned them a highly respected reputation 
—one that brings more opportunities to serve. Everyone is welcome to join and 
serve with all of our mission opportunities. Please pick up a Mission Guide in 
the Commons in front of the Church Office area, or visit the missions section of 
our website (www.trinitylc.org → Missions → Ways to Serve ) to find out about 
more mission opportunities.

The Cycle of Mission Service
By Tom Thiets

commmunity  
meal-packing 
e v e n t

SPECIAL NOTICE:

N o v e m b e r  8 - 1 2 ,  2 0 1 4
We are changing the timing of our annual Community Meal Packing 

event from February to November. We will be gathering this November 
8-12, 2014 at the Andersen Windows Headquarters in Oak Park Heights.

Please watch for future notices and announcements about registration. 
For more information, please contact Tom Thiets at tthiets@trinitylc.org . 
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W O R S h I P 

m I N I S T R I E S

W O R S h I P  I N  S O N G

T h A N k  y O u  

F O R  T h E  m u S I c :

D A v E  G O u l E T T E 
c E l E B R A T E S  

4 0  y E A R S  A T  T R I N I T y !

My association with Trinity began in 
1952, when I was 15 years old: I took 
organ lessons from Myrtle Weed, who 
was Trinity’s organist.  This continued 
until my graduation in 1955.  As a student 
at St. Olaf College, I again took lessons 
for a period of two years from Raymond 
Boese.  In 1959, I became the organist at 
Ascension Episcopal Church next door, 
and continued there until 1974, when I 
was hired to play here at Trinity. I started 
on a Bennett 2 manual that sat within 
an enclosure that had a swinging door!  
With the “death” of that instrument, we 
purchased a Seville 3 manual electronic, 
which lasted us for 18 years and through 
two moves:  first, the gymnasium where 
we worshipped until we moved into the 
remodeled and enlarged sanctuary.  Now 
we have our 3 manual Schartz pipe organ, 
which has been a joy and a privilege to 
play.

I would say one of my favorite choir 
anthems of all time is Gilbert Martin’s 
“When I survey the Wondrous Cross”; 
Widors Tocatta from his 5th Symphony is 
probably a favorite organ solo.  

I have been blessed to have wonderful 
fellow musicians to work with and a 
loving and supportive congregation to 
play for.  Thanks for the past 40 years of 
sharing and caring. I look forward to the 
future with anticipation.  Sol deo gloria!

—Dave Goulette

P.S. Thank you for what you did, what 
you said, and who you are. I will always 
be grateful for your thoughtfulness and 

consideration.  You made Sunday, July 6, a 
very special day in my life and I am truly 

blessed by my friends at church.

In this issue of the Trinity Today you will find lots of wonderful options 
about things to do, groups to participate in, trips to join, etc. this coming 
season. I am here to encourage you to join the music team (the singers) — 
young and old, trained and untrained — make this the year you sign on!

We hear so much these days about the benefits of music, whether it’s for our 
emotional, physical or educational good.  Author Stacey Horn puts it this 
way: “Singing is such a surefire way of feeling good that even singing about 
death is life-enhancing.” I say singing about the goodness of God is the most 
life-enhancing. Time magazine sums it up best: “Group singing is cheaper 
than therapy, healthier than drinking, and certainly more fun than working 
out.  It is the one thing in life where feeling better is pretty much guaranteed.  
Even if you walked into rehearsal exhausted and depressed, by the end you’ll 
walk out high as a kite on endorphins and good will.” I couldn’t agree more.

Of course, in order to get these good benefits you need to make a 
commitment. Choirs meet on a regular basis and must achieve weekly goals 
— the primary of which is spreading of the gospel through music.

So, I encourage you to consider joining a choir this season!

Children’s Choirs
If you have a child in Kindergarten through grade six who loves to sing, see 
the Trinity website to register for one of our three children’s choir groups. 
These young groups meet on Wednesday afternoons at 5 p.m. and sing during 
Worship approximately once a month. Singers learn the basics of good vocal 
production, reading music, teamwork, respect, self-discipline, perseverance, 
self-esteem, experiencing the world through music, the love of God and of all 
people, and also how to lead worship. Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, 
Sept. 10. For more information, please contact lead director Sonia Esch at 
wisokiwi@msn.com.

Trinity Choir
If you are an adult (including high school and college students), the Trinity 
Choir is for you. We meet on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. and sing most 
Sundays during the 9 a.m. worship. We sing everything from Bach to gospel. 
Rehearsals begin on Sept. 3.  I was going to write a “Top 10 Reasons to Sing 
in a Choir” here, but I think this YouTube video says it much better: 
http://tinyurl.com/ChoirSing  (or simply google “Top 10 reasons to sing in 
a choir”).  If you need any more reasons to join, contact me at 
ccarver@trinitylc.org.

If your interest is in singing with the Walk Band, be in touch with Phil 
Kadidlo at pkadidlo@trinitylc.org.

And here’s a final thought: when you sing, musical vibrations move through 
you, altering your physical and emotional landscape. Group singing, for those 
who have done it, is the most exhilarating and transformative of all. It takes 
something incredibly intimate —a sound that begins inside you— and shares 
it with a roomful of people and gives back something even more thrilling. I 
guarantee it!

See you at choir! 
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By now, you likely have received a mailing 
regarding Trinity’s End-of-the-Fiscal-Year Appeal. 
Yes, there is still time to contribute — and your 
contributions are needed to help Trinity balance 
its budget!

As mentioned in the mailing, 2014 was supposed 
to be the year Trinity freed itself from the double 
effects of the Great Recession and losing the rental 
revenue from St. Croix Preparatory Academy. 
So, at last November’s Annual Meeting, the 
congregation approved a balanced budget that 
fully covered our operating costs as well as our 
debt service for FY 2014. 

The 2014 budget was predicated in part on an 
End-of-the-Fiscal-Year Appeal, which has been 
a part of our contribution budgets in other years. 
This year is no different.

If you wish to contribute to the End-of-the-
Fiscal-Year Appeal, you can do so anytime 
between now and the end of August. If you prefer 
to make your gift via a check, please be sure to 
date it Aug. 31 or earlier and mail it to the church 
office or place in the offering plate; online gifts 
should be made prior to this date. 

You may make electronic contributions in the 
following ways: 

Online:  http://tinyurl.com/End-Of-The-Year-Appeal

On Your Phone: 

Trinity posts its financial information on the 
website (www.trinitylc.org →News →Governance 
→FY’14 Minutes & Reports) each month. If 
you have comments or questions about this 
information, you may contact Todd King or Bob 
Eiselt.

T r e a s u r e r ’ s  C o r n e r :

T r i n i T y 
F i n a n C i a l  

u p d a T e
By Bob Eiselt, Parish Administrator and 

Todd King,Congregational Council Treasurer

T E l l I N G  T h E  S T O R y : 
T h E  N A R R A T I v E 

l E c T I O N A R y

By Stephanie Vos

The Narrative Lectionary is coming to Trinity! We’re all 
incredibly excited about this opportunity for everyone to be on 
the same page – from worship and children’s learning, to youth 
group and take home questions for the week, this year we’ll all 
be using the same Biblical stories.

What is The Narrative lectionary?
The Narrative Lectionary is a series of Bible readings designed 
by a couple of Luther Seminary professors who wanted to be 
able to cover the big-picture story arc (the Narrative, if you 
will) of the whole Bible in one church year. It’s amazing how 
well the narrative of the Bible fits with the church year! It’s 
also a chance for us to hear the diversity of voices in the Bible 
and all of the different elements that make up the breadth of 
Scripture. 

How does it work?
In the fall, we’ll begin at the beginning, in Genesis. We’ll follow 
favorite stories and learn about familiar (and not so familiar) 
characters; we’ll also learn about important moments in the 
history of God’s people and, as the fall turns to winter, we’ll 
hear from some prophets. These prophets heralded the coming 
of Emmanuel, and as we turn to Advent, we will prepare for 
Christ’s coming among us. Starting at Christmas, we’ll begin in 
Matthew’s gospel, with the birth of Jesus, and from there follow 
his life and work as told to us by Matthew. As we approach 
Lent, we will be coming to the end of Jesus’ life, preparing for 
his death and resurrection. We’ll hear the incredible stories of 
new life and Jesus’ commission to his disciples (that’s us!), and 
after Easter we’ll continue the Bible’s story into Acts and some 
of Paul’s letters to learn about the early church and how they 
lived out God’s call among them.

What does that mean for us at Trinity?
The texts you’ll hear in worship will be the same ones your 
children are learning about that Sunday. Even The River will 
be using these same stories for learning and growth. We’re 
also going to have some great interactive pieces: every Sunday 
morning there will be take home conversation starters so your 
family can continue to talk about and live with these stories all 
week. You’ll also have a heads-up in the weekly e-newsletter 
about what texts are coming up for Sunday. We’re excited to see 
what kinds of collaboration and intergenerational learning this 
framework provides for us!

Where can i learn more?
Ask any of us — we’d love to tell you more! Or check out 
NarrativeLectionary.org and scroll down the page. Under the 
banner, on the right-hand side, you’ll see links to the readings 
for the whole year, as well as a place to learn more about the 
Narrative Lectionary. (Click on “Read More…” under the 
heading “What is the narrative lectionary?”)

Trinity is considering adding structured adult learning 
to our Sunday morning schedule.  A committee/task 
force/discussion team is currently being formed to 
explore this possibility.  For more information about 
this process, or to join the committee/task force/
discussion team, please contact Pastor Stephenaie Vos at 
ext. 113.  Look for more information about this in the 
next issue of Trinity Today.

N E W  A D u lT  l E A R N I N G
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G R O u P S & T E A m S

Fall Weekend Biking, Hiking,  
and Camping Adventure at  
Jay Cooke State Park
Sept. 19-21 – Cost $30; Minnesota State Park 
permit required 
Travel to Jay Cooke State Park, located about 
two hours north of Stillwater near Duluth. The 
centerpiece of the park is the St. Louis River, which 
cascades through Jay Cooke’s steep rock canyons. 
Scenic hiking trails wind along the bluffs of the 
river and the paved Willard Munger State Bike Trail 
travels through the park. Bikers and hikers of all 
ambitions will find varied exercise opportunities in 
a wondrous setting. Friday and Saturday night tent 
camping and electrical campsites for RV’s will be 
available. The park has showers and flush toilets. 
Food, campsites and equipment will be discussed 
at a planning meeting the week prior to the trip. 
Contact Jan Anderson at info@britishlabradors.com 
or Lisa Corcoran at e.w.corcoran@gmail.com. Please 
REGISTER online.

GLOW: Fall 2014 Bible Study  
Book Discussion
We Make The Road By Walking 
by Brian McLaren 
Mondays, Sept. 22, Oct. 6, 27 & Nov. 10 
7-8 p.m. – Home of Kat Carlsen
Cost: $18.65 for the book
Come and gather with your GLOW friends to 
discuss this clear and compelling guide to walking 
the Jesus path together. We will explore what a 
difference an honest, living, growing faith can 
make in our world today. For more information 
or to RSVP for the Bible study, please email Kat 
Carlsen at katdcarlsen@gmail.com. RSVP by Sept. 
1, so books can be ordered and delivered on time. 

Afternoon Hike at  
Willow River State Park
Sun., Oct. 12, 11:30 a.m.
Enjoy the crisp fall air, wonderful friendships and 
beautiful fall colors. We will meet after church 
to carpool to Willow River State Park near 
Hudson, Wisc. (A Wisconsin State Park permit is 
required). We will share a picnic lunch then hike 
to the waterfalls and the scenic overlook above it. 
Bring your own beverage and a side to share for 
the picnic. Five mile round-trip hike. For more 
information or to RSVP for this event, please 
contact Lisa Corcoran at e.w.corcoran@gmail.com.

GLOW Paddleboarding Outing

fOOD
for

thought
2014-2015 Food for Thought 
Dinner Dates: 
Oct. 25, 2014  •  Jan. 10, 2015   
March 7, 2015  •  April 25, 2015  
Reegister online at www.trinitylc.org 

by Sept. 21, 2014.
Online registration allows the 
leadership team to  determine 
whether you desire to participate as 
a regular or substitute and schedule 
accordingly. Glenda Bjorum,  
651-439-8521, bjorumsing@aol.com

Details:
•	 Groups	of	eight	adults	

meet in homes four times/
year

•		 Schedulers	try	to	ensure	
different pairings each 
time

•		 Group	attempt	is	made	to	
resolve date conflicts

•		 Substitutes	are	available	if	
you need to miss 

•		 Recipes	are	provided	–	
each couple brings part of 
the menu and this rotates 
each time

•		 Each	couple	hosts	once	
per year at their home
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Tuesdays, 6-8 p.m.  – Garden Room
2014-2015 Season Pass: $99 includes 5 
events below – Season passes available 
for purchase after Sept. 1

Sept. 23, 2014
Menu: Vittorio’s Traditional Italian Meal
Speaker: Beau LaBore, Stillwater Ponies 

Football Coach — $25

Nov. 18, 2014
Menu: Game Dinner & Fish Fry — $25

Jan. 20, 2015
Menu: Stadium Fare — $20

March 24, 2015
Menu: Footlong Hot Dogs Fest — $20

May 19, 2015
Menu: Steak & Lobster Dinner — $30

MVP PUPOSe STATeMeNT: 
To provide opportunities for men (18 and 
older) to gather around sports themes for 
food, fellowship and inspiration.

Sunday Mornings
Beginning the first weekend in October, 
we will be hosting a small group at             
9 a.m. on the first and third Sundays of 
every month. Anyone who is looking to 
strengthen their relationship and explore 
their faith in greater depth should attend! 

Project U
Everyone has a unique perspective about 
what makes a great relationship thrive, 
and what a great relationship is. We want 
to hear what yours is! Each couple who 
participates in “Project U” will have their 
portrait taken in a place that is special to 
them. Then, they’ll do a short (four-to-
seven minute) interview about what makes 
their relationship successful and lasting. 
The portrait and video will be showcased 
to the congregation. 

If you are interested in participating in 
either opportunity, or know someone 
who might be, please contact Zach at 
zacharylee@lovecommitsucceed.com. 

Hearts of the Home Moms
Hearts of the Home is an 
interdenominational Christian-based 
group of moms who believe in supporting 
and nurturing each other through 
fellowship, small groups, prayer and 
service. We meet on the first, third and 
fifth Wednesdays of the month from 9:15-
11:30 a.m.; childcare is available.  Each 
meeting begins with fellowship and a brief 
devotional, followed by a small group 
study.  Everyone is welcome, regardless of 
religion or ability to pay, and we are super 
excited to see you! If you have questions 
or would like additional information, 
please contact Maggie at 406-544-3304 or 
Amber 704-609-7132.

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible 
Study
Tuesdays starting Sept. 9, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
– Living Room 
We are studying Kathleen Urtel Johnson’s 
Bible study entitled Whole Bible, Whole 
Life. We start our study with prayer 
requests, and we pray for all these people 
at the end of our time together. We read 
all of the study and Bible readings in class, 
so we have no homework, and anyone is 
invited to come as they are able. We are 
always open to new members. Also, our 
group has traditionally provided most of 
the food at the snack table for the Lutefisk 
Dinner, and most members work at the 
dinner as well. Lynn Schurrer, 
651-430-1632, Lschurrer@aol.com 

Sunday evening book group
Second & fourth Sundays starting  
Sept. 14, 7 p.m. 
Kowalski’s, Stillwater
Join other women in friendship and 
lively conversation about fiction and 
non-fiction books covering a wide 
variety of topics and themes.  
Jenny Hammer, 651-439-4351 

Retired Men’s Group 
Upcoming Events

Carlson Farm Tour
Sept. 9, 10 a.m. – Meet at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Trinity parking lot to carpool.
Learn about the management, equipment, 
products, and labor required to 
successfully run a 2,400-acre modern 
farm. See a wind generator in action; hear 
about technology (GPS, computers, etc.) 
uses in the operation.; and view large 
equipment up close. We’ll stop for lunch 
in New Richmond after the tour. For 
more information or questions contact      
Dwight Pederson at 651-439-2078.

Minnesota State Patrol Tour 
Oct. 14, 2014 
This tour of the East Metro Division 
will gave us an insider’s prospective of 
the challenges and operations of the 
Minnesota State Patrol and the vital part 
they play in keeping Minnesota safe. 
Dwight at dwightpederson@hotmail.com 
or 651-439-2078.

Celebrating Seniors
Wed., Sept. 10, 11 a.m. 
Worship Center, Garden Room
Worship together – all are welcome 
to receive communion. Then enjoy 
a wonderful free lunch and inspiring 
program. Zanny Johnson, 651-439-
7400, ext. 130, zjohnson@trinitylc.org

Yin Yoga is back!
Wednesdays; 8-9 p.m. – Garden Room 
FREE! All ages/levels welcome. 
Pastor Stephanie invites people of all 
ages to learn this calm yet challenging 
yoga style that targets the ligaments, 
bones, and joints. Bring a yoga mat and 
dress comfortably.  Stephanie Vos, svos@
trinitylc.org, 651-439-7400, ext. 113

The Bridge Tai Chi Chuan
Mondays; 6:30-8 p.m. – Gym
$25/month
These sessions are for people of all Tai 
Chi levels and offer an exploration of 
body, mind and spirit connections. 
Participants will improve:

•	 Mind/body	awareness
•	 Energy	level
•	 Flexibility
•	 Balance	and	coordination
•	 Concentration
•	 Lower	back	strength
•	 Reduce	stress

Participants will also be more centered 
and self-aware.  Contact David Teschler, 
612-991-5117.

RETIRED MEN

MINISTRIES

couples
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chIlDREN, yOuTh & FAmIlIES

Oh what a wild week it was at Weird 
Animals Vacation Bible School! 145 
children, ages four through 4th grade, 
teamed up with 47 amazing crew leaders 
of all ages and 13 fantastic station 
leaders to fill Trinity to the brim with 
people learning about Jesus’s one of-
a-kind love! We sang and danced, we 
played hard, we prayed, and we engaged 
in Bible stories as they came to life. 
Our crew leaders even washed our feet, 
just like Jesus did. In fact, that was a 
major theme of the week, with songs 
like “I want to be like Jesus!” and “The 
Golden Rule.” 

Each day, Zoo Crews traveled to 
“Untamed Games,” “One-Of-A-Kind 
Bible Adventures,” “Imagination 
Station” and “KidVid Cinema.” Each 
station allowed children to engage in 
the daily Bible story and Bible point 
in exciting, active ways. There was 
even a snack that went with the daily 
theme. Each day, kids learned a new 
Bible Point and every time they heard 
it, they shouted “Jesus Loves You!” at 
the top of their lungs. (It was absolutely 
amazing to hear 200 people shouting 
those powerful words!)

Even when you’re left out…  
Jesus loves you!

Even though you’re different…  
Jesus loves you!

Even when you don’t understand… 
Jesus loves you!

Even when you do wrong…  
Jesus loves you!

Even when you’re afraid…  
Jesus loves you!

Throughout the week, kids and 
leaders were on the lookout for “God 
Sightings”, or ways they saw God 
working in the world. As the director, 
I saw many God Sightings during the 
week — indeed, the whole week was 
evidence that God is pretty awesome!  
One particular moving God Sighting 
was watching a family of kids donate 
their hard-earned lemonade stand 
money to the mission for the week. 
Because of generous kids and parents, 
we were able to raise more than $150 to 
send to the Bomalang’ombe Secondary 
School in Tanzania! Our prayer is that 
kids at that school will have access to 
clean water. 

THANK YOU to the many, many 
amazing people who were involved 
with VBS. it was a joy to work and 
play alongside you! 

Sighting God Amongst the Weird Animals
By Kristen Tranby
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Play & Pray Group
Wed., Sept. 10, 9:15-10 a.m. &  

Sun., Sept. 21, 10:45-11:30 a.m.  
Trinity’s Gym

Trinity’s 2014-15  
Play & Pray Group 

is ready to go! 
Parents of children ages 

birth to three are enthusiastically invited to attend. It’s 
a great way to meet other parents who are experiencing 
the same things you are — and a fun time for the kids to 
play with friends. 
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Team update
By Jody Nyenhuis

The summer has been filled with conversation 
amongst staff about how to integrate the 
Faith and Family Team findings into our 
fall programming.  The fun part about 
these discussions has been the collaborative 
spirit of our staff in looking toward future 
learning opportunities for all ages.

The “matter” statements presented by the vision team 
included the following items that research has found 
leads to a “sticky faith”:

•	 Faith	 •	 Parents
•	 Impact	Adults	 •	 Content
•	 Intergenerational	 •	 Mission

As Director of Children’s, Youth and Family 
Ministries, I am really excited about the use of the 
Narrative Lectionary this ministry season.  We 
will be learning stories from the Old Testament 
until Christmas, then we’ll be move to the book of 
Matthew, which will help us understand the overall 
narrative common to the entire Bible. 

One of the things we would like to become common 
to our CYF programming is more intergenerational 
opportunities. To that end, the CYF team placed a 
small bet on an intergenerational family camp over 
Father’s Day weekend. Half a dozen families showed 
up to sing around the campfire, toast s’mores, ride 
horses, and try out the ropes course with our fantastic 
interns and our senior high specialist and camper 
extraordinaire, Kelsey Mans.  We ranged in age from 
almost two to “middle age” — and we had a great 
time!

As fall CYF ministry rolls out a bit earlier this year, 
we hope to offer more intergenerational opportunities 
for everyone who calls Trinity home.  It’s a wonderful 
way to engage in learning, playing, asking questions 
together, and growing as a community of faith in our 
love for God and one another.

Children, youth & 
families

New Fire Pit Benches at the Drive-In
Have you seen the new fire pit benches at the Drive-In?  They’re 
the hard work of Troy Patterson, who completed them as part of 
his Eagle Scout Award. 

“I built these benches because I thought that the River and other 
such groups could use a place away from Trinity to be able to 
gather and worship,” he says.  “As well,  there was a need for 
more seating around the newly built fire pit.”

Troy’s grandfather, Ben Patterson, served as his right-hand man on 
the project, helping Troy design both the benches and the layout. 
Troy also received assistance from Roger Tomten, his former 
scoutmaster, and Jim Kimblin, who helped him dig the holes for 
the benches — something Troy says was surprisingly difficult.

“If there are any more projects to be done at the drive in, it would 
be wise to not have to dig into the ground there,” he says. “It was 
like digging into straight rock.”

 Now that the benches are finished, Troy says he wants them to 
get lots of use.

“My hopes are that the benches are used for all kinds of activities 
around the drive in and fire pit!” he says.  “There was not enough 
seating as it was, so by putting in extra seating I made it possible for 
larger groups of people to gather and worship around a nice fire.”
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Children, youth & families

By Julie Jolivette

Trinity has decided to more intentionally design experiences to 
remind us of the important promises made during baptism. These 
promises start with God, who is rich in mercy and love and gives us a 
new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By the 
water and the word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us 
to new life in Jesus. We are united with all the baptized in the body of 
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and joined in God’s 
mission for the life of the world.

Parents, sponsors and our congregation make the 
following promises at the baptisms of our children:
•	 to	live	with	them	among	God’s	faithful	people
•	 bring	them	to	worship	and	holy	communion	
•	 teach	them	the	Lord’s	Prayer,	the	Creed,	and	the	Ten	Commandments
•	 place	in	their	hands	the	holy	scriptures	
•	 and	nurture	them	in	faith	and	prayer
•	 so	that	they	may	learn	to	trust	God,	proclaim	Christ	through	word	and	deed,	

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 

This fall, we will keep the promises of baptism in the following ways:

Pre-K – We will celebrate and bless families in worship as they begin Sunday/
Wednesday Learning. Between services, we will gather for donuts and a time to 
explore parents’ roles as the primary faith developers in their child’s lives; learn 
the logistics of Sunday/Wednesday Learning at Trinity; and build community 
with others in same stage of life.

Kindergarten – Families will be invited up front in worship so we can place an 
age-appropriate Bible in parents’ hands; parents will then place the Bible in their 
kindergartener’s hands. Gathering around donuts will include brief suggestions 
for family use of this Bible.

1st grade – Parents and first graders will learn the Lord’s Prayer together and be 
invited to lead it in a worship service.

2nd grade – Parents and second graders together will learn the significance 
of the Ten Commandments and have an opportunity to lead the 
congregation in prayer petitions around them.

3rd grade – Parents will be encouraged to register for First Communion 
instruction and participation if their third grader hasn’t already 
experienced this sacrament.

4th grade – Families will be invited up front in worship so we can place an 
age-appropriate Bible in parents’ hands; parents will then place the Bible in 
their fourth grader’s hands. These students will use the Bibles in a year-
long study during Sunday/Wednesday Learning called “Navigating the 
Bible 101”.

5th & 6th grades – In response to the baptismal promise of bringing 
children to worship and teaching them the Creed, we will incorporate the 
history and significance of both of these items into Sunday/Wednesday Learning; parents will be 
encouraged to attend and participate in monthly worship services with their students.

If this excites you and encourages you to volunteer on mini teams to support this 
important intention, or if you have suggestions or questions, please email Julie Jolivette at                    
jjolivette@trinitylc.org or call 612-210-5327.

Keeping the Promises
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S T E W A R D S h I P :  

S E P T E m B E R  2 0 1 4

By Christian Smith

Why are people generous? Why are some humans much more generous 
than others? What factors tend to promote or inhibit generosity? It turns 
out that generosity makes a big difference in the quality of human personal 
and social life, both for the givers and receivers. So the better we understand 
it, the better we will be able to think about and practice it, toward greater 
human flourishing.

By “generosity,” I mean the virtue of giving good things to others freely 
and abundantly. Generosity thus conceived is a learned character trait that 
involves attitude and action—entailing both the inclination and actual 
practice of giving liberally. Generosity is not a haphazard behavior but 
a basic orientation to life. It entails not only a moral good expressed but 
also certain vices rejected, such as selfishness, greed, fear, and meanness. 
Generosity also involves giving not just anything, but rather those things 
that are good for others. What exactly generosity gives can vary: money, 
possessions, time, attention, aid, encouragement, emotional availability, and 
more. But it always intends to enhance the true wellbeing of the receiver.

Generosity is not identical to pure altruism, since people can be 
authentically generous in part for reasons that serve their own interests as 
well as those of others. Indeed, insofar as generosity is a virtue, to practice 
it for the good of others also necessarily means that doing so achieves one’s 
own true, long–term good, as I note below. Generosity, like all virtues, is in 
people’s genuine enlightened self-interest to learn and practice.

Having said that, the answer to our question is going to be complicated. 
There are no “social laws” that explain who is generous and why. There is 
no simple list of variables that “produce” or “predict” generosity. A variety 
of complicated factors operating in any number of combinations at different 
levels of life—cultural, institutional, experiential, situational, psychological, 
and neurological—influence different levels and kinds of generosity that 
people express. 

Empirical research can nonetheless tell us much about the conditions and 
expressions of generosity. At the most basic level we should note that 
human persons not only have selfish tendencies, but also possess the natural 
capacity and even the propensity to be generous. This capacity and tendency 
for generosity in fact begins to be exercised in the earliest years of life, even 
before toddlers learn to talk—as shown, for example, by the developmental-
psychology research of Harvard University’s Dr. Felix Warneken, funded 
in part by my Science of Generosity Initiative. This tells us that social-
science theories and explanations that assume strong versions of “rational 
egoism”—that everything people do is ultimately driven by calculated self-
interest—are missing crucial parts of reality. Against traditions that posit, 
essentially, that “humans are naturally just nasty,” exemplified by Thomas 
Hobbes, the truth is that human beings are more complicated, and that 
generosity is just as natural to the human condition as is selfishness.

The primordial origin of human generosity may partly relate to the 
intimate experience of maternal care for offspring, as suggested by the 
neuroscience research of Stony Brook University’s Drs. Stephanie Brown 
and James Swain, also funded by the Science of Generosity Initiative. It 
appears that something about becoming a mother (and father, though that 

W h A T  m A k E S  u S 
G E N E R O u S

process appears to be delayed) actually 
changes the way adult brains are wired 
to respond generously to the needs of 
others. The long proto-human and early 
human experience of hunting-gathering 
life in a world of scarcity and danger 
also certainly formed in deep human 
neurology the importance of generosity 
among at least the members of family, 
kin, and tribe. Natural selection would 
have worked against human ancestors 
who did not practice the giving, sharing, 
and sometimes self-sacrifice necessary for 
the collective survival of one’s immediate 
group. Such processes would have over the 
long run built the capacity and readiness 
for generosity into deep human nature. 
(As an aside, the much bigger challenge, 
usually only somewhat successfully met, 
has been learning to be generous with 
people beyond the close social ties of 
blood relatives and tribe, to those who are 
genuinely “other.”)

But possessing the natural general power 
for some given practice like generosity 
does not guarantee that it will be activated 
and exercised in any give case. Not all 
human capacities are triggered, cultivated, 
and expressed. Some, perhaps especially 
virtues like generosity, need to be actively 
prompted and tutored in order to become 
regular practices. That shifts our analytical 
attention from deep human neurology to 
more proximate triggering and routinizing 
factors promoting generosity. Again, 
nothing here is determinative. Everything 
is a matter of tendencies and contingencies.

For example, at a big-picture level, 
societies whose macro cultures normalize 
and encourage generosity in different 

“Thi s  capaciT y 
and Tendency 

for generos iT y 
in facT begins 

To be  e xerci sed 
in The e arl iesT 

ye ars of l i fe , 
e ven before 

Toddlers  le arn 
To Talk . . .”



forms will tend to produce people 
who are more generous than those of 
other cultures. People who were raised 
by parents who practiced generosity 
will also tend to be more generous 
themselves as adults, sometimes 
without even realizing it. And those 
who are committed members of 
social institutions that teach the 
good of generosity—such as many 
religious congregations or community 
associations—will tend to be more 
generous people. Exactly how such 
factors shape different people, however, 
will vary from case to case.

Part of the answer to the question 
about why some humans are generous 
is the fact that being a generous person 
is usually rewarding. To ungenerous 
people, the idea of giving good things 
away can feel like a threatening loss 
to be feared and avoided—which 
is partly why they do not give. But 
people who have learned to practice 
generosity know that their own lives 
are positively enhanced in various 
ways by their giving to others, as 
shown empirically and theorized in 
depth in my forthcoming book, The 
Paradox of Generosity: Giving We 
Receive, Grasping We Lose (Oxford 
University Press, co-authored with 
Hilary Davidson). Practicing generosity 
causally promotes greater happiness, 
health, emotional wellbeing, and sense 
of purpose in life. Generosity toward 
others is thus usually “repaid” in 
valuable ways, which helps to explain 
its perpetuation. The next question then 
becomes what distinguishes people who 
learn to practice generosity from those 
who do not?

Normal social science in the 
quantitative vein will tackle such 
questions by searching for statistically 
significant associations between 
variables represented by survey 

measures. Doing that tells us, for 
example, that more financially generous 
adults in the U.S. generally tend to be 
more religious, better educated, more 
personally financially well organized, 
and more empathetic and trusting 
toward others, among other factors. 
Oftentimes, such associations are only 
weak to moderately strong, and they 
can miss different sets of significant 
correlations operative in distinct 
sub-populations. Still, this approach 
does begin to provide some important 
descriptive findings, which then need 
further explanation and theorizing.

But I think in the end associations 
between variables per se does not 
explain why (some) people are 
generous. The best philosophy of 
social science, critical realism, tells 
us that the answers must be found at 
a deeper and more theoretical level 
than correlated empirical observables. 
Many causal psychological and social 
mechanisms that are not directly 
empirically observable are operating 
in complex ways that produce 
(or inhibit) generosity. Research 
projects, such as my own Science of 
Generosity Initiative, are currently 
working to identify and theorize just 
such underlying causal mechanisms, 
and publications in coming years 
will enhance our knowledge and 
understanding of them.

Meanwhile, shifting to a higher level 
of observation and reflection helps to 
answer our question more adequately. 
We humans are ultimately generous 
because, if we (or enough of us) were 
not generous, we not only would 
not survive but could never flourish 
as persons. A world without human 
generosity would be like an internal 
combustion engine without lubricating 
oil—pretty soon it would overheat and 
shut down. Generosity, like trust and 

reciprocity, provides a necessary 
lubricant for the functional human social 
and institutional relations necessary for 
human thriving. But generosity is even 
more than an instrumental necessity 
for the smooth operation of society’s 
machinery. Generosity itself helps to 
define what good human lives and 
societies even look like in the first place. 
Simply to be a flourishing human person 
inherently involves practicing generosity. 
There is no such thing as an authentically 
thriving stingy person. The same is true 
for society. Good societies that promote 
the widespread flourishing of their 
members not only depend upon but also 
embody and promote generosity, both 
inter-personally and institutionally. That 
is simply part of what it means to be a 
good society, given the nature, goods, 
and limitations of human personhood 
itself, as I argue in my book, What is a 
Person? (University of Chicago Press, 
2010). In the end, beneath all of the self-
interest, competition, and conflict that 
we find so much of in human societies, 
it is finally people’s degree and quality 
of care for the wellbeing of themselves 
and others that defines a good human 
life and a good society. And caring such 
ways well always requires practicing 
generosity.

Christian Smith is the William R. 
Kenan, Jr. Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Notre Dame, Director 
of the Center for the Study of Religion 
and Society, Director of the Notre 
Dame Center for Social Research, 
Principal Investigator of the National 
Study of Youth and Religion, and 
Principal Investigator of the Science of 
Generosity Initiative.  You can reach 
him at chris.smith@nd.edu

This article was originally published on 
www.bigquestionsonline.com and appears 

here by permission from the author.
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c A R E 

m I N I S T R I E S

By Zanny Johnson

As summer nights get cooler and the back-to-school sections are popping up 
all over, I’m dreaming of September: my favorite month.  As much as I love the 
spontaneity of summer with loosey-goosey schedules, long sweet-slow days and 
sun-drenched hours, I do love autumn.  Crisp bright days, school buses bustling, 
sharp new pencils and clean sheets of paper ready and waiting; new schedules, 
rhythm, routine.  Dinner at the table, proper bedtimes, knowing everyone is 
tucked away at school and where they are supposed to be.  Even though my kids 
are older —I’m writing this from a hotel room in Chicagoland on the morning 
we’re dropping off our eldest for her sophomore year in college— and summer is 
less work in the mom kind of way, I am ready.  Ready for those fresh starts, new 
beginnings, and looking at a school year full of promise and possibility.

We also have newness coming in Care Ministries:  very soon we will be welcoming 
our new parish nurse and Care Pastor (yippee!); our BeFrienders will be meeting 
monthly again (they get a little break in the summer, too); and we are welcoming 
three new caring friends: Carol Straka, Lynn Funk and Dellzie Hodler!  I am 
dreaming of the fresh start in this area of Care Ministries: new people, new ideas, 
and new creative and thoughtful ways to live out God’s love through us and for 
you.  

As the season changes and the sweet September winds blow, may you be reminded 
of how much you are loved and valued, precious Children of God!

c A R I N G  I N  T h E  I N T E R I m

h O S P I TA l I T y 

c O O R D I N AT O R 

N E E D E D

Do you enjoy providing 
warm, welcoming, hospitable 
surroundings? Serving a great pot 
of coffee? Having conversations 
with friendly people? If so, we 
need you! We’re looking for 
someone to serve as our Hospitality 
Coordinator on Sunday mornings 
starting in September. This is a 
paid position and takes about four 
or five hours per week (mostly on 
Sunday mornings). 

For more information or to apply, 
please email Bob Eiselt, Parish 
Administrator, beiselt@trinitylc.org 
or call him at 651-439-7400, x142.

Thank you!
Thank-you to everyone for the 
well-wishes and prayers while I was 
recuperating.         —Helen Orff

Wed., Sept. 10, 11 a.m.  
Worship Center & Garden Room

Worship, Communion & Luncheon

Celebrating Seniors

Worship together with Chuck Claus and 
listen to inspiring music by Judd Orff  

– all are welcome to receive communion. 
Then enjoy a wonderful, free lunch  

served by caring friends and a magic show 
with Jeff Smith. 

Questions? Contact Zanny Johnson, 439-7400, x130  
or zjohnson@trinitylc.org

This month’s “thank you” goes 
out to Norma Swanson, who 
maintains Trinity’s Sunshine 
Ministry.  

By selling embroidered towels 
at the Lutefisk Dinner, Norma 
raises money to send flowers to 
our elderly members on their 
birthdays.

If you would like to participate 
in this ministry, simply pick up 
some kitchen towels in the Church 
Office, embroider them at home, 
then return them to the office.  
They will then be sold at the 
Lutefisk Dinner in November.

Thank you, Norma, for 
spearheading this beautiful 
ministry!

T h a n k  Y o u …

   S u n S h i n e  

M i n i S T rY
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P A S T O R 
O F  c A R E 

m I N I S T R I E S
c A l l 
c O m m I T T E E 
u P D A T E

By Walt Ogburn

The Call Committee, co-chaired by Dana 
Miller and myself, has met six times since 
June. Our first task was to understand 
the new model for Care Ministries, which 
was developed and approved by Pastor 
Poffenberger and the Congregational 
Council. This model, described in the 
July issue of Trinity Today, involves a 
team approach to Care Ministries: led by 
a part-time Pastor of Care Ministries, the 
team includes the new Congregational Care 
Coordinator and Parish Nurse, as well as 
many volunteers who do much of the day-
to-day care ministry. 

In order to select the best candidate for 
the Pastor of Care Ministries position, 
we first defined the attributes, skills, and 
experiences that are needed to successfully 
fill this role. Once we agreed on these 
attributes, we worked with the St. Paul 
Synod to identify pastoral candidates who 
fill these requirements and are willing 
to consider a part-time call at Trinity. 
While the synod identified candidates, we 
developed the interview process. 

We have now begun the interview process 
and will continue to review applications as 
they come forward and interview additional 
qualified candidates. When we have 
identified candidates who fully meet the 
requirements of the role, we will forward 
these candidates to the Trinity Leadership 
team for a second interview.

We are committed to finding the best 
candidate, so we do not know when our 
work will be complete. We are acting on 
all applications in a timely manner to 
respect the time of the Call Committee 
and the applicants. We are honored and 
excited to be part of the process of refining 
Care Ministries at Trinity to assure that 
all members have access to the care and 
support so important in our community.

We ask for your continued prayers as we 
continue to identify the best candidate for 
this position.

l I F E l O N G  l E A R N I N G

 G O O d B y e  
A l l I S O N  S I B u r G

By Allison Siburg

As summer comes to a close, so too does my time at Trinity. 

I began working here a year-and-a-half ago to assist Trinity in serving 
the wider church by redesigning the “Building Your Personal Theology” 
course into “Discourse”, which then would be made available to churches 
throughout the country. Since January, about a dozen churches nationwide 
have piloted the course!

I’m so grateful for this experience, and for being able to teach Discourse 
and other adult ministry classes and experiences — including the 9th grade 
confirmation small group leaders. This job revealed my passion for writing 
and designing learning experiences that help adults learn and grow in their 
faith.  

As I have essentially completed the task for which I was hired, it is now time 
to explore new opportunities.

Although I am sad to be leaving, my sadness is outweighed by the immense 
thankfulness I have for the Trinity community, staff, and non-staff leaders 
I have had the privilege of serving alongside. I especially want to thank the 
2013-14 9th grade leaders for helping me grow in my own leadership. I also 
want to thank Pastor Dan Poffenberger, who made my job possible, fun, and 
meaningful.

I thank all of you for warmly welcoming Timothy and me into Trinity’s 
worshipping and learning community.  Never lose your courage to learn and 
listen to God’s story in your lives — because God’s not done writing yet!

Blessings on the journey, Allison Siburg

Trinity has been blessed to have 
Allison Siburg as a part of our 
community as a Ministry Associate & 
Church Collaboration Developer. Her 
energy, positive attitude and amazing 
ability to connect people to one 
another makes her both effective and a 
joy to work with. 
Much of her work has been done 
behind the scenes: she has led the 
effort to rebrand Building Your 
Personal Theology as Discourse; she 
has recruited and led more than a 
dozen other congregations around 
the country and across denominations 
through the Discourse experience; and 
she has helped us introduce Discourse 
to Sparkhouse (Augsburg Publishing) 
as a possible publication.  She also 
served as an important bridge between 
Pastor Erickson and Pastor Vos.  These 
two important aspects of her job have 
now been completed, and her time 
with us is ending. 
We are excited to see what God has 
in store for Allison and her husband, 
Timothy, as they move into the future!

—Pastor Dan Poffenberger
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Patrick & Heather Kooiker, Rosalie 
& baby Scarlett
Patrick is a war vet and is now a 3Mer; 
Heather is a stay-at-home-mom to 
their two beautiful daughters.  Ask 
them about their miracle baby, Scarlett 
— they’d love to tell you the story of 
her amazing little life and overcoming a 
fatal diagnosis while in utero.  I spent a 
couple of hours in the Kooiker’s home 
and was so impressed with their story, 
their positive spirit, and the love in 
their home.

On Sunday, Aug. 10, we joyfully 
welcomed five new families into 
membership here at Trinity. 
Please go out of your way to 
welcome them when you see 
them in worship and in and 
around our community! We are 
so happy to make the Trinity 
circle wider!

Ne w members    By Zanny Johnson

Diane & Chris Rodahl, Megan & erik
I had the great pleasure of getting to 
know the Rodahls over coffee at Dunn 
Bros.  The Rodahls live on a hobby 
farm in Grant and they have two young 
adult children, Megan and Erik.  They 
told me, “Trinity has touched our 
hearts and allowed us to feel a more 
emotional connection to our beliefs.”  
An interesting thing about Chris is that 
he has known our Worship Director, 
Phil (“Phillip”) Kadidlo, since third 
grade!  Chris told me a story of hearing 
beautiful piano music at their school and 
then following the sound to find Phil at 
the piano, playing.

linda Popa & Roger Tauer
I originally met Linda and Roger at 
their garage sale last summer, and have 
enjoyed seeing them consistently at the 
10:30 a.m. service at Trinity.  Linda’s 
warm hugs and great laugh, and Roger’s 
perpetual tan and sweet smile, set 
them apart. They are getting ready for 
retirement and look forward to winter 
residency in  Arizona when that time 
comes!  

 

Wanda Patzoldt
In the company of doggie Sophie, 
Wanda and I sat in her apartment 
surrounded by photos of her late 
husband, children and grandchildren, 
and I had the great pleasure of hearing 
about her life.  Wanda is very proud of 
her long legacy with the ELCA church, 
her singing, her environmentalism and 
her loving family.

Wanda left her 22 acres in Grand 
Rapids, Minn., to be closer to her 
daughter and grandkids here in 
Stillwater.

Aaron & Venessa Moen & baby Bella
The Moens and I chatted over coffee 
while I got to hold Bella, the world’s 
happiest baby.  Aaron is a teacher and 
coach in Hudson, his hometown, and 
Venessa works in Eagen, which is her 
hometown.  They live in a historic home 
on the south hill, which is wonderful 
for Venessa, who loves old houses, but 
not so wonderful for Aaron, who does 
NOT love old houses!  
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By Doug Johnson, “Opening Doors” 
Task Force Chair

The “Opening Doors” Task Force would like to thank the 359 
people who completed the “Opening Doors” survey and gave us 
great ideas.  Your response was more than we could hope for.  

We continue to meet every Tuesday night, looking at the financial 
and physical condition of Trinity, talking to staff and others 
familiar with its needs, compiling survey results, recommending 
to the Council that the post office lot be landscaped, reviewing 
historical and current trends in American churches, studying 
the “Opening Doors” Appeal from its beginning, meeting with 
a KAIROS representative (advisors on the “Opening Doors” 
Appeal), discussing options for concluding the appeal, and 
beginning the drafting of our report.  

O P E N I N G 
D O O R S

Task Force: Thank You!

welcome meg

The playhouse on 4th Street has two beautiful new murals, courtesy 
of Stillwater artists Kathy Marty and Jodi Defiel.  

Lake Area Discovery Center, which uses the playhouse for its 
preschool classes, commissioned the murals to be placed on 
the South- and West-facing walls.  Both depict animals at play, 
in keeping with the playhouse’s name: “All God’s Critters 
Clubhouse”.   Trinity’s Helping Hands group installed the mural 

last month.

P l a y h o u s e 
M u r a l

There’s a new face in 
the Church Office: Meg 
Gerlach joins Trinity as our 
new Children’s Ministries 
Coordinator. Meg grew up 
in St. Paul and, except for a 
short stint in Montana, has 
lived in Minnesota all of her 
life. 
She was blessed to 
be married to her 
husband, Gary, for six 

years, until complications of Huntington’s Disease 
took him last year. 
Meg is a lifelong volunteer:  she has spent 45 years 
volunteering with people who have special needs 
and also the elderly.  “I have always felt that my 
volunteerism defines who I am,” she says. “God 
blesses some with more abundance than others, and 
he calls us to step forward and care for those in need. 
So I answered that call through my volunteerism and 
came out a stronger person, wealthier in knowledge 
and compassion.”
Meg plays piano, ukulele and percussion instruments 
and even wrote a rock opera in high school (“My 
Lord!”, which is a take off on “Jesus Christ 
Superstar”).   She recently received a degree in 
ministry and eager to work with Trinity’s children 
and families. 
“I’m excited to be around the energy of the 
children.,” she says. “And I’ve found that my new 
coworkers have an incredible energy that comes from 
Jesus and that lifts me up everyday I am here!”



•		Róisín lee lally, daughter of Mervyn 
& Amber Lally 

•	 Jose Daniel and Carlos lee 
Rodriguez, sons of Sergio Rodriguez 
& Katrina Lelle

•	 Maylin lee Kennedy, daughter of 
Peter & Elizabeth Kennedy

•	 Audra Jean Barr, daughter of 
Christopher & Samantha Barr 
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W O R S h I P

W O R S h I P

T R I N I T y
O P P O R T u N I T I E S

A T T E N D A N c E

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

July 26 & 27
5 p.m. ............ 72
Drive-In ..... 296 
10 a.m. ........ 261 

August 2 & 3
5 p.m. ............ 39  
Drive-In ..... 338 
10 a.m. ........ 110 

August 9 & 10
5 p.m. ............ 38  
Drive-In ..... 325
10 a.m. ........ 125

August 16 & 17
5 p.m. ............ 50  
Drive-In ..... 342 
10 a.m. .......  139

August 23 & 24
5 p.m. ............ 55  
Drive-In ..... 277
10 a.m. ........ 121
 

• To the family and friends of Mary 
Claire & John Potter, Mary Claire’s 
dad, Glenn, passed away on June 17 
and her brother, David, passed away 
on July 16.

• To the family and friends of eleanor 
Bunce, who passed away on Aug. 24.

S y m P A T h y

B A P T I Z E D

t r i n i t y

TODAY

May 25 Through Aug. 31, 2014

•	Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12)

• Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Evening Worship, Communion

•	Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Drive-In Worship and 
Communion at Houlton, WI

• Sundays, 10 a.m. 
Traditional Worship and 
Communion at Trinity

Fall Worship starts Sept. 6 & 7

• Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Evening Worship, Communion

• Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Traditional Worship, Nursery, 
Communion

•	Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
The WALK Contemporary 
Worship, Nursery, Communion

To my Trinity Family,

In recent weeks I have made what has proved to be a very 
difficult decision. For family reasons, I have decided to take 
some time away from directing the Joyful Noise children’s 
choir at Trinity.

I am so thankful for the years I’ve had in this position! 
Thank you to so many of you who have shown support 
by stopping me on a Sunday morning to share your 
appreciation for what the choirs add to worship. Thank you 
to those of you who have shared your kids with me, getting 
them to rehearsals, getting up early on Sunday mornings...it takes all of you to 
make it work! And thank you to the staff at Trinity, for your ongoing support and 
collaborative efforts on many levels! I especially want to say thanks to Carol, Phil, 
and Dave; and, of course, to Sonia and Jane!

I know the children’s choirs will be in great hands as the ministry continues with 
Sonia and Jane.  The music at Trinity is a long standing tradition, and I hope all 
of you continue to appreciate and support the time and effort the kids put in. 
It’s been a great few years for me. I will miss being a part of this ministry! I pray 
God will continue to bless Trinity with talent, and that these young people never 
underestimate the importance of sharing their gift with our congregation!

Peace and Love, Martha Sather

Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
10 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation. Please call the  
Church Office at 439-7400 between  
9 a.m. Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday 
to reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times for senior residences if you 
have reserved a seat:

May 25, 2013 through Aug. 31, 2014
 9:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing at  
   the main entrance
  9:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
  9:35 a.m. – Croixdale
  9:40 a.m. – Oak Ridge
  9:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons

After labor Day
 8:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing  
    at the main entrance
 8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
 8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
 8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
 8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons

B u i l d i n g  n o t e :  Work to complete grading and 
seeding of the old Post Office land on Myrtle Street will begin the week of 
Sept. 1. Upon the recommendation of the “Opening Doors” Task Force, the 
Congregational Council has authorized this work.  The Task Force made the 
recommendation because the work must be done to stabilize the area to prevent 
erosion, support Trinity’s existing structure, and improve its appearance. If you 
have any questions, please contact Bob Eiselt at (651) 439-7400 ext. 142.



Printed on 10% post-consumer waste paper that meets the Forest Stewardship Council’s (FSC) standards for responsible forest management and responsible use of forest resources. 23

 Sat., September 13
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., September 14 
 9 a.m.  TRADITIONAL worship
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning: Lower Level
 10:30 a.m.  The WALK CONTEMPORARY worship
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Off-site

Mon., September 15 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 4 p.m. Congregational Council mtg: Office Conf.
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library
 7 p.m. GLOW Fall Planning mtg: Living Rm

Tue., September 16
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., September 17 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Worship Ctr
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning: Lower Level
  7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area 

Thu., September 18
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 7:30 p.m. St. Paul Chamber Orchestra Concert

Fri., September 19
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Landing Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Communion
 2 p.m. GLOW Fall Adventure departs

Sat., September 20
  GLOW Fall Adventure
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., September 21 
  GLOW Fall Adventure
 9 a.m.  TRADITIONAL worship
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning: Lower Level
 10:30 a.m.  The WALK CONTEMPORARY worship

Mon., September 22 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library
 7 p.m. GLOW Book Discussion: Off-site

Tue., September 23
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 6 p.m. MVP: Vittorio’s Italian Meal: Garden Rm

Wed., September 24
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning: Lower Level
  7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area 
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Thu., September 25
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex or Living Rm

Fri., September 26
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10 a.m. Raymie Johnson Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Living Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts. Sr. Communion

Sat., September 27
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., September 28
 9 a.m.  TRADITIONAL worship
 9 a.m. On Purpose: Listening to God: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning: Lower Level
 10:30 a.m.  The WALK CONTEMPORARY worship
 10:30 a.m. On Purpose: Listening to God: Living Rm
 10:30 a.m. Baptism Class: Garden Rm
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Off-site

Mon., September 29
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., September 30
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Fri., August 29 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B

Sat., August 30 
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., August 31
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP: Houlton, WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION @ Trinity

 Mon., September 1 – Labor Day
  Building/Office Closed
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library

Tue., September 2 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution: Off-site
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., September 3
 7 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 1 p.m. Martha Circle meeting: Living Rm
 7 p.m. No River Worship

Thu., September 4
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 2 p.m. Healing Touch Group: Narthex

 Fri., September 5 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 Sat., September 6
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., September 7
 9 a.m.  TRADITIONAL worship
 10:30 a.m.  The WALK CONTEMPORARY worship

 Mon., September 8
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Women’s Bridge for Trinity
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., September 9 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library

Wed., September 10
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 11 a.m. Celebrating Seniors Worship/Lunch
 6:15 p.m. Small Group Leaders’ training: Garden Rm
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Rm

Thu., September 11
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Off-site
 4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes: Off-site

Fri., September 12 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B

c A l E N D A R

GOLF5th AnnuAL

tOuRnAMEnt
hunGER
tAKE On

We raised $12,000 and the proceeds will 
go toward supporting local and global 
hunger ministries. Because of your 
generous support, fewer children and 
families will go to bed hungry over the 
upcoming year.

Speaking of the upcoming year—save 
the date. Next year’s event is slated for 
Monday, June 1, 2015 at the beautiful 
Stillwater Country Club.

Thank you for   
your support!
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t r i n i t y

TODAY

FALL 2014 
Adult Ministries

Registration 
is underway

for fall classes 
and events

Pick up your copy of the 

in the Church Office!
Fall 2014 Adult Ministries Guide


