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are rusted and have flat tires.  These 
abandoned bikes are actually be-
coming a big problem, as NYC does 
not want to remove any bike that is 
somebody else’s property.  Fortu-
nately, there are websites that are 
tracking the location of these bikes, 
and posting photos of them, in an ef-
fort to assist the Sanitation Depart- 
ment in deciding if and when these 
bikes should be recycled. There 
is a 5-point criteria that has to be 
met before removing.  Until then, 
they remain an eyesore for visitors 
and locals and take up precious 
real estate on the NYC sidewalks! 

www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-
us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/

Now here are a few things that will 
give me a chance to dust off a bit of 
my Big Apple vocabulary. You know 
when we get anxious here in the OC 
if a left-hand turn signal or road sen-
sor does not respond as quickly as we 
would like? Fuhgeddaboudit! These 
signals and sensors are non-existent 
in NY. Or how about those occasional 
small potholes that we encounter? 
Fuhgeddaboudit! In NYC the pot

How Fortunate 
We Are

Paul D’Aquanni
OCW President

holes are plentiful and you could lose 
a Smart Car in one of them!

Finally, cycling road etiquette, my 
favorite subject, gets the biggest 
fuhgeddaboudit of them all! In the 
busy NYC streets, it is more about 
survival, and “share the road” and 
“road etiquette” are hard to find! This 
being said, NYC is trying very hard 
to have cycling as a part of its future 
means of transportation, and know-
ing the  determination of New York-
ers, I am sure it will continue to get 
better.

For a taste of what “New York’s 
Friendliest Bike Club” is all about, 
check out the Five Borough Bicycle 
Club website at:

www.5bbc.org/

So....Tawlk amoungst yaselves, and 
let’s get out there and enjoy what we 
have.

Ride safe & have fun, Paul.

      

Stacy Kline
lci@ocwheelmen.org

I am just finishing up a vacation in the 
‘Big Apple’ where biking is becoming 
very popular.  The weather was fan-
tastic this week so I observed biking 
at its peak as far as ridership in this 
city of 8 million people.  Bikes can 
be seen everywhere.  Mostly seen 
are those of commuters and tourists, 
not your typical OCW Road Warriors.  
There is a big effort to get folks on 2 
wheels as a means of transportation 
for all of the reasons we have heard 
before, environment preservation, 
exercise, and economics.  There are 
also some reasons we might not pay 
attention to in Orange County, such 
as space on the road.  This city is 
just so congested that it is not very 
practical to use a car anywhere un-
less you are heading out of town.  It 
is not very feasible to drive to work 
or to the train station if you live in 
the City! Biking could fill the void.

 Citi-Bike is a new rent-a-bike pro-
gram, which will hopefully catch on 
in NYC.  Kiosks are everywhere, as 
there is a big effort to get people to 
jump on one of these bikes for short 
commutes and then just return it 
to a kiosk (www.citibikenyc.com).
In addition to these brand-new Citi 
bikes, I also observed lots of other 
bikes chained to fences, signposts 
and anything secure.  Of these bikes, 
most of them look as though they 
have been abandoned, as many 

OCW’s
Public Relations

Update

The pink jerseys are com-
ing, the pink jerseys are com-
ing, wait, no...they’re here!
The second run of the popular pink 
version of the OCW jersey has ar-
rived and there will now be 58 pink 
jerseys on the road representing the 
pastel side of cycling in true Giro 
fashion. And yes, ladies, we will do a 
hot pink version when we move to on-
line ordering! I have “voluntold” Terry 
Kessler to pick out the new pink color 
scheme, and we will have it ready 
when our dear OCW clothing rep,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

http://www.ocwheelmen.org
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/283900-help-us-map-all-the-abandoned-bikes/
http://www.lci@ocwheelmen.org


August 2014                                www.ocwheelmen.org                                                                                  Page 2

OCW’s Public Relations Update
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1..........

Harry Gunther, opens the next OCW 
online clothing order window with 
Voler.

No August Meeting
Yes, I have dragged Greg to several 
OCW meetings that never happened 
(if a tree falls in the woods…). There 
are no monthly meetings in February 
due to the annual banquet, August 
due to the annual picnic, and in De-
cember due to the winter party. Just 
sayin!

Solana Beach Ride Metric Celebra-
tion (aka Mini-Amtrak)
Saturday, August 2nd, 2014
For the second year in a row, the amaz-
ing Terry Kessler is preparing another 
group of cyclists for  their first century 
ride, the OCW Amtrak Century. As 
a special bonus, those cyclists who 
commit to the training, or volunteer 
to help with this training group, have 
a special opportunity to ride a metric 
century along the OCW Amtrak route 
as far as Solana Beach with a train 
ride home. As Terry writes, “You’ll be 
riding through Southern California’s 
beautiful coastline and communities 
for 62  miles and less than 2000’ el-
evation gain. The ride will finish at 
the infamous Pizza Port and Brewery 
across from the Solana Beach Train 
station. We will safely transport your 
bike back to Irvine as you ride the 
Amtrak Train back in comfort. OCW 
is generously paying for the truck to 
bring the bikes back and the sag sup-
port for those who have been riding/
training with the club (and partners/
spouses). You will need to purchase 
your own train ticket for the return. 
Jim and Irene Walker kindly offered to 
provide water/snack stops and drive 
the truck. Yeah Team Walker!” Way 
to go Coach Terry and good luck to 
our newest (soon to be) century rid-
ers! Check out the OCW website for 
future century training dates.

Summer Picnic
Sunday, August 17, 2014
It’s that time of year again when we 
are wrapping up another fun sum-
mer and getting ready to go back to 
school by celebrating at the annual 
OCW summer picnic to be held at 
Huntington Beach Central Park! The 
Sunday rides will be led from the 
park and the picnic will begin at 11am 
following the rides. Jim and Irene 
Walker add, “The park is located in 
Huntington Beach at 6622 Lakeview 
Dr.  Enter the area off of Edwards 
on Central Park Drive. We have re-
served the Gazebo. Please RSVP by 
August 10.  Everyone is welcome to 
bring a dish.  Be sure to mention to 
Irene what that may be. No alcohol 
allowed. Please RSVP to Jim or Irene 
Walker 562-943-9403. If you would 
like to bring a donation for The Bi-
cycle Tree bike co-op in Santa Ana, 
we will deliver them after the picnic. 
Games anyone? Terry Kessler is of-
fering to organize some fun activities 
for the picnic. I know she’ll need help, 
so please email me if you’d like to get 
involved!

Fall TS101 Class
Many of you have been emailing 
me about the next Traffic Skills 101 
class, and our OCW League Certified 
Instructors do not want to disappoint! 
The next TS101 class is tentatively 
scheduled for the 3rd week in Sep-
tember. After confirming our class-
room dates and locations, I’ll post it 
to the OC Wheelmen website.

“Best of the Web” Cycling Articles
Why do You Ride Like That?
In keeping with OCW’s “Safe & Legal 
Cycling” focus, “Why do You Ride Like 
That?” is your summer reading for 
the month of August. This past July, 
while riding with the San Francisco 
Randonneurs on their Double Brevet 
weekend overnighter, we stopped to 
grab a bite at a local eatery in Bodega 
Bay. I asked a man to take our photo, 
and I’m really glad I did. Once he had 
our camera, he challenged us about 
riding on Hwy 1 in the lane of traffic. 
Greg patiently explained how not only

was there no bike lane, there often 
wasn’t even a shoulder, and that by 
positioning ourselves in a way that 
discourages unsafe passing, we 
are actually increasing safety for all 
road users. He mulled it over a bit, 
and agreed. He offered the usual, 
“be careful out there,” but no longer 
viewed our lane position as unrea-
sonable. As usual, a smile and a wave 
humanized an interaction, and served 
as an opportunity for outreach.

OCW is Leading the Way in Safe 
and Legal Cycling!

Sunday, August 17
OCW ANNUAL PICNIC!!

Huntington Central Park

The Sunday club rides will start 
from there that day!

Check the website for more details:

ocwheelmen.org
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Special THANKS!!!

Bob and Esther Fieldhouse
For hosting the July Folding (Brain Storming) Party
 
Check the website for the next folding party

OCW CLUB LINKS
HOME PAGE:   www.ocwheelmen.org

CALENDAR:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/418357-calendar

OFFICERS:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/419328-officers

DIRECTORS:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/419332-directors

SUPPORTING MEMBERS:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/424483-supporting-memberships

Registration for OCW Events
All Registration for OCW events require the registrant to be logged in.  Be sure to al-
ways check for discount codes.  You will only see the discount code if you are a current 
member of OCW.  The discount code if appicalble will be located on a seperate page 
in the specific event area.   To confirm if you are current, check the membership data- 
base.  If you do not see the link for the membership database, your membership has 
expired by at least a month or more.

The new website, registration code, and discount codes are only visible to current 
members.   The website functions are different and I have learned new ways within this 
site logic, to apply new and different ways of maintaining privacy for our members from 
email skimmers and other nefarious internet hacking.  I am continually upgrading the 
website when there are better ways to protect your personal information, but have it 
available for our members to connect to each other.

Thank you for your continued support and membership to OCW.

Mike Lee, Events
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Get out and RIDE!AMTRAK Training
This summer, OCW is offering Saturday training 
series for both Metric Century (62 miles) and full 
Century (100 miles) events!

For more information click here

Orange County CF Cycle for Life
October 5, 2014
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