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P A S T O R  D A N
P O F F E N B E R G E R

As they came near the village to which they were 
going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with 
us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each 
other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they 
got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found 
the eleven and their companions gathered together. 
They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and 
he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been 
made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

—Luke 24:28-35

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?” And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me.”                             —Matthew 25:37-40

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
towards the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead.      

—John 20:1-9

These texts, each beautiful in its own right, have something in 
common, don’t they? Did you notice it? The Gospel writers share 
with us an intriguing truth about our ability to recognize Jesus: 
We aren’t very good at it. 
Maybe it’s because the risen Jesus is never what we expect to see. 
Certainly, the people sharing the walk to Emmaus did not expect 
to see a risen, living Jesus; only after the fact did they realize the 
stranger had been Jesus in their midst. 
In Matthew, we are told a parable about a king, whose subjects 
had not seen him hiding as a hungry, thirsty, person looking for 
hospitality, clothing and love. Some of the king’s subjects serve the 
king, but are still unable to recognize that he appears whenever 
they serve any person in need. 
The resurrection story in John points to the fact that the empty 
tomb was not an obvious clue as to what had happened to Jesus. 
The unnamed disciple was credited with believing, but Mary and 
Simon are not. It was only later that they all came to see that Jesus 
had, indeed, risen. 
This Easter season, we are celebrating “Hope Beyond Belief” — 
the fact that, sometimes, the logic of God does not seem apparent 
or obvious to us. Belief does not come easily, at least not all of the 
time, or to everyone at the same time. 
Certainty is an interesting thing, is it not? There are many things 
about which we can be certain, everyday things that we take for 
granted. But, in the matter of God, I find myself certain of God in a 
general sense (God is present in all things, at all times, for instance) 
but not so certain in the specifics (I am not sure how God is acting 
at this moment, in this circumstance). It must have been even more 
impossible for the first witnesses of the resurrection: even when 
they saw the risen Jesus with their own eyes, they had a hard time 
believing what they were seeing. (See the story of the shore lunch 
with Jesus, or the time in the upper room when Thomas touched 
Jesus’ wounds). 
We have faith in God, and trust in Jesus. Above all, though, maybe 
even before we have faith, we have hope. When language fails 
us, when we don’t believe our own eyes, we have hope that goes 
beyond faith. Before we can put it to words, before we can develop 
doctrine, before we can even offer a prayer, we have a hope and a 
trust that God can do the inconceivable, that Jesus will appear in 
the most unlikely places. 
I am no longer in love with certainty. I am not seeking to be certain 
about a God so impossibly bigger and more complex than I can 
understand. I seek to continue to grow in faith in God as Creator, 
Jesus and Spirit. When even faith fails, I have hope that God is 
present in all circumstances, at all times. Faith is appropriated by an 
already present hope. 
May you have a growing and beautiful hope in God that invites and 
cultivates a beautiful and life-giving faith this Easter. 

Jesus has Risen!
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Two short years ago I spent my most 
memorable Easter at a monastery 
in rural France.  (We’ve been using 
their repeating melodic refrains 
throughout our Lenten worship, and 
the cover photo of this issue is from the 
monastery’s garden.) After months of 
living a quiet life of prayer, weeks of 
somber Lent in which we withheld our 
Alleulias, and a personal week of silence 
before Holy Week, I was absolutely 
ready to celebrate. On Easter morning, 
not only was the tone of the worship 
different, but the congregation was 
different too:  usually we had 100-500 
people visiting the monastery, but this 
particular morning we had 6000 people. 
(We couldn’t fit that many in the 
church, so we also set up tents outside 
with speakers. The church was full half 
an hour before the service even began.) 

So there I was, surrounded by people 
from every corner of the world —as 
well as by my dearest friends, the 
brothers of the monastery, and a brand 
newly lit paschal candle— and we’re 
belting out our Alleluias with the organ 
singing alongside us. Talk about a 
transcendent moment! 

But, something was conspicuously 
absent. 

In my experience, the Easter refrain is 
“He Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!” I 
mean, how many times do we say that 
on Easter morning? About a million, 
last time I checked. And yet, as that 
Eucharist celebration unfolded, nobody 
said “He Is Risen!” Thoughts raced 
through the back of my mind: Did they 
forget? Is it just an American thing? 
Is it just a Lutheran thing? I thought 
everybody said this! Why isn’t anybody 
saying “He Is Risen”?!

Then, just when my hope had about 
disappeared, we came to the end of the 
service and Brother Alois, the head of 
the community, took the microphone: 
“Christ est ressucité!” and the church 
thundered in reply, “Il est vraiment 
ressucité!” 

“Finally,” I thought, “How magical! 
Oh wait, what’s he saying now..?” And 
he continued in English, “He is risen!” 
and the church rejoiced, “He is risen 
indeed!” More cheers. More clapping. 
And then Brother Alois continued to 
say the refrain in every single language 
we had represented in our midst. It 
was funny, because some languages 
everyone seemed to understand 
(Spanish, German, Portuguese), so the 
response was particularly enthusiastic; 
others (Ukranian, Polish), would garner 
joyful shouts from one pocket of folks 
way in the back; while some refrains 
would literally have only one or two 
people responding (Madagascar). 

I kid you not, this whole He Is Risen 
chorus lasted no less than ten minutes. 
Maybe fifteen. When Brother Alois 
finally came to the close, the whole 
church —and the tent outside, from 
what we could hear— positively 
exploded with applause. I’ll admit, I 
was a little tearful by the end, and I 
was not the only one. The two folks 
from Madagascar burst into tears the 
moment Brother Alois spoke to their 
hope in their language. 

I will never forget the power of that 
moment that morning. This message 
is so big. So inclusive. So universal. 
There I was, hemmed in on all sides 
by thousands of strangers from places 
I’ll never know, and we could rejoice 
together in the hope and promise of 

new life. This is not just good news, 
this is the best news one could ever 
hope to hear. You are made new. You 
are revived. There is hope. There is joy. 
And it is for all of us — every single 
one. In every language, even yours.

I know our Easter worship may not 
include dozens of foreign languages, 
but we celebrate the same message of 
hope for all. We all know darkness, we 
all know despair, we all know difficulty 
— in general, and in particular. And we 
are given light, we are given hope, we 
are given promise — in general, and in 
particular. The unbelievable beauty is 
that this is for absolutely every one, and 
just for you. 

He is risen, indeed.

P A S T O R  
S T E P h A N i E  v O S

Yin Yoga for Lent 
Wednesdays, 8-9 p.m.  
Garden Room

What is Yin Yoga? Yin Yoga 
is a passive/restorative/
gentle style of yoga that helps 
cultivate the quiet and calm 
energy within our bodies and 
minds. Poses are all done from 
sitting/lying on the ground, 
and held for 3-5 minutes each. 
All ages and all experiences 
welcome! Bring a yoga mat, 
dress comfortably, (long 
sleeves/long pants encouraged 
– you won’t be sweating like 
in other styles of yoga). Check 
out www.yinyoga.com to 
learn more about this type of 
practice!



With each sunny day we edge closer 
to spring as the piles of snow begin to 
retreat from the streets and sidewalks. 
Just the other day, as I walked out of 
Sam’s Club, you would have thought 
spring was in full swing and balmy 
temperatures had returned: the folks 
entering the store were joyfully sharing 
comments about how nice it was 
outside. Although I had been inside 
shopping for quite a while, gathering 
supplies for the Mexico mission trip, I 
found it difficult to believe things could 
have changed that much in an hour. 

They hadn’t, and yet they had. The 
clouds had faded away and the sun was 
shining. The temperature had increased 
slightly —all the way up to 28 degrees— 
yet the gloves and caps were gone, 
jackets were unzipped and people were 
smiling. 

While the temperature change may have 
been minimal, the change within each 
person was not:  they felt the promise of 
warmth in the returning sun. Only here, 
up north, do people’s eyes glaze over 
with the mere anticipation of spring!

A new attitude ruled the day. It was if 
everyone could already sense the change 
in the landscape:  as though they were 
stepping out into a season of newness 
that would soon be filled with the color 
of green grass, scented with the aroma 
of bursting blossoms, and filled the 
sounds of summer. 

I witnessed a similar look on the face 
of a young woman in her mid twenties 
at a recent meal-packing event. She 
was involved in the community meal-
packing event through her work: she 
and her co-workers had signed up for a 
shift as a team building experience. As I 
walked through the packing station, the 
look in her eyes prompted me to stop. 
She was attentively watching the people 
around her joyfully working to build 
meals for the hungry, so I introduced 
myself and struck up a conversation. 
As we chatted, I asked if she were a 

M i S S i O N S :  
The Promise Within a 
New Season By Tom Thiets

member of a local church.  She lowered 
her gaze and quietly apologized, “I 
don’t go to church, but I am intrigued 
by this mission project,” she said. 
“Never in my life had I thought that 
this could be church. Is serving others 
in this manner considered church?” 

“Yes!” erupted from my mouth. 

“If that’s the case then maybe I’ve just 
been blessed with a new season in my 
life,” she said, then quickly added, 
“Blessed with a life that doesn’t just fill 
my senses, but one that also fills my 
heart and soul.” 
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There, in the midst of the meal-packing 
event, I stood in the presence and 
warmth of the Son’s promise — one 
that is constantly bringing new life into 
each season of our lives.  I basked in 
the smiles everyone there as they, too, 
experienced the joy of an approaching 
new season.

This Easter, you are all invited to step 
into the promise of the presence of the 
risen Christ and enjoy the emergence of 
a new season. 

Amen!



People’s Congregational Church 
has a unique ministry in which 
love and prayers travel across 
continents and over oceans

via prayer shawls. This is a story 
of just one of the many prayer 
shawls that have left People’s 
Congregational Church over the 
years.

After worship service last 
October, when I was given a warm 

“send-off on a Tanzanian mission trip”, Kathy Clark approached me during 
coffee hour and plunked a prayer shawl into my arms, saying, “We want you 
to take this prayer shawl to Tanzania with you and give it away.”

Our mission team worked at an orphanage of 103 children, of which 71 had 
physical disabilities. We were there to bring donated equipment, shipped ahead 
of time, to the orphanage, where we adjusted, assembled and customized 
wheel chairs, walkers, special bikes, crutches, and leg supports.

We had nine team members, three of whom are physical therapists. We worked 
three days at the orphanage and I quickly realized that Fousta, the orphanage 
director, was outstanding!

 She helped each of us volunteers do our job while also comforting the 
children as we worked with them. She directed her staff and organized our 
gifts, to be given to a nearby orphanage. She seemed to be everywhere, doing 
everything.

I was humbled by the love that seemed to pour out of her for each of her 
“children.” 

You don’t need a translator when you witness love.

I knew that I wanted to give Fousta the prayer shawl.  So, surrounded by 
our translator and team members, I told her that I didn’t come from Trinity 
Lutheran Church, like my team members, but from another church named 
People’s Congregational Church.  I explained that the shawl was made with 
the love and prayers of my church. After I gave it to her and we hugged, 
Fousta said, “While we may come from many churches, we all have the same 
one Jesus.”

Both People’s Congregational Church and Trinity have a prayer shawl 
ministry in which each ball of yarn is prayerfully crafted by loving fingers into 
a shawl, which is then given away so that someone can be wrapped in God’s 
love. 

That’s a pretty powerful ministry!

Diane is a member of People’s Congregational Church in Bayport and joined 
Trinity’s Mission team to Tanzania last October. 

Love Needs 
No Translation
by Diane Anderson
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Valley Outreach Volunteers 
Needed – with Evening Hours! 
We need volunteers at the food shelf 
on Mon., Apr. 21, Wed., Apr. 23 and 
Fri., Apr. 25 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
We are also asking for volunteers for 
the evening shift on Tue., Apr. 22 from 
4:30-7:30 p.m. If you can help, please 
contact Kathy Hagen at 651-341-8711 
or sprucehaagen@comcast.net.

Tanzania truck 
purchase update
Hery Mtisi, our missionary partner 
in Tanzania, is hard at work looking 
for a truck to purchase with the 
money donated by Trinity’s generous 
congregation.

Buying a truck in Africa isn’t so easy as 
it is for us here in the U.S, though.

First of all, Hery must wait for a 
container shipment to arrive from Japan.  
When it does, he has to make a 10-hour 
drive from Iringa to Dar es Salaam, 
then catch a bus to the port where he 
boards a ferry for a 3-to-4 hour cruise 
to Zanzibar Island, which is where the 
trucks are delivered.

Once there, he inspects engines, 
hydraulics, and the body integrity of 
each truck. He’s already done this once, 
but didn’t find a suitable truck; as of 
press time, he was on his second journey 
to Zanzibar island to see whether the 
next shipment of trucks holds any 
promise.

“As a man of God, and being a good 
steward of the donated funds, I will 
maintain my diligence to make the best 
purchase possible that will greatly serve 
the children through this ministry,” 
Hery says. “It is diligence before haste.”

As soon as I hear news of a purchase, I 
will announce with great joy and a photo 
or two. —Tom Thiets
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L i F E L O N G 
L E A R N i N G

A  W A L k  i N  T h E  W O O D S

Walt Ogburn became inspired by his 
experience in the February Discourse: 
God class to write this piece called “A 
Walk in the Woods.” In the story, the 
relationship between the boy and his 
grandpa on their walk through the 
woods is a metaphor for Walt’s own 
understanding of God. We asked him if 
it was a true story and Walt smiled and 
said, “If you want it to be!”

When I was a young boy my grandpa 
took me for a walk in the woods he 
loved. I had been begging him to 
help me explore these woods. They 
seemed so large and overwhelming, 
but yet I knew there would be exciting 
opportunities to learn and explore. 
Grandpa had spent his life walking and 
hunting in these woods, so he knew all 
the trails, the best climbing trees, and 
the shallowest places to wade across the 
river. He also knew there were some 
areas of thick brush where it’s easy to 
get lost and places where the riverbank 
was steep and slippery and not safe for 
crossing.

One summer day Grandpa said, “Walt, 
I think it’s a good time to go explore 
the woods. Would you like to go?” 
Of course, I accepted in a heartbeat. 
Then Grandpa said, “Since I know the 
woods so well, and you don’t, I ask 
that you stay close to me and listen to 

my instructions as we walk.” 
That sounded easy and 

reasonable to me, and I 
liked being close to and 

listening to my grandpa.

After lunch, I packed a little snack bag 
and grabbed a bottle of water, put on 
my best “hiking” tennis shoes, and off 
we went on our journey.

The woods are a little scary for a 
five-year-old, so when we started 
walking I held onto Grandpa’s hand for 
reassurance. It wasn’t long before I was 
too busy looking at plants and sticks 
and rocks to hold his hand, but I stayed 
close to him.

When we had been walking for a while, 
I saw a squirrel digging for nuts, and I 
decided I needed to get a better look. 
Grandpa sat down on a log while I 
quietly stalked the squirrel in hopes 
of learning more and maybe even 
seeing where he stored all of the nuts 
he collected. It wasn’t long before I 
realized I had followed the squirrel a 
long way and I no longer knew where 
Grandpa was. I got a little nervous as I 
looked around and didn’t know which 
way to go. I timidly called, “Grandpa, 
where are you?” hoping he could still 
hear my voice. Sure enough, Grandpa 
stepped out from behind a big spruce 
tree. The whole time I was focused 
on the squirrel, Grandpa had been 
keeping me in sight, but staying in the 
background so I felt as if I were on my 
own. When I needed help, Grandpa 
was right there.

After the squirrel chase was over, we 
headed down a trail that led to the river. 
I was starting to hear the sounds of the 
river so I knew we were getting close. 
I love the water, and couldn’t wait to 
explore the riverbank and the river 
itself. There was so much to see!

We came to a fork in the trail. I wanted 
to go to the left because it sounded 
like there might be a waterfall or 
rapids farther down that trail. I took 
off running to get a better look, but 
Grandpa called me back. I really 
didn’t want to come back, but I had 
promised Grandpa I’d listen to him. 

Instead, we took the trail to the right. 
It wasn’t long before we came to the 
river. The bank at that point was steep 
and slippery from the deer and other 
animals climbing up and down to get 
to the river and back out. Grandpa said 
that if we walked down the trail a few 
hundred feet, the bank got lower and 
was covered with grass so we could 
walk right down to the river.

I didn’t have the patience to walk a few 
hundred feet to follow the easy path — 
I wanted to explore the river right now. 
I was confident that with my hiking 
shoes I’d be able to navigate the trail. 
Grandpa said he didn’t think it was a 
good idea, but I wouldn’t listen and 
was going to do it anyway. 

Again, Grandpa sat down on a rock 
to watch me. I started carefully down 
the bank, holding onto small trees as I 
went. It was steep and it was slippery, 
but I was committed and sure I’d be 
okay. I was about halfway down the 
bank when I stepped on a slippery 
rock and lost my footing. I reached for 
a small tree, but it snapped off in my 
hand and I started sliding on my butt 
toward the river. I tried to stop myself 
with my feet, but only succeeded in 
tipping myself over, so now I was 
rolling rather than sliding toward 
the river. With a thud and a splash, I 
stopped rolling and realized I was in the 
water in the shallow, muddy spot where 
the animals drank. I was muddy and 
wet, but not hurt (except for my pride). 
I stood up and sheepishly looked at 
Grandpa. I expect him to be mad, but 
he was laughing. “How’s the water 

By Walt Ogburn



today?” he asked. 
“It probably felt 
good to cool off”. 
I was amazed 
he wasn’t mad 
at me for not 
listening, but I 
realized Grandpa 
seldom got mad at me.

I tried to climb back 
up the way I slid 
down, but quickly 
realized that wasn’t 
going to work. I needed a different path 
to get back to Grandpa. Once again, 
I turned to Grandpa for his guidance. 
“How do I get back up there?” I asked. 
He said to walk along the water’s edge 
for about 10 yards and I would find a 
riverbank covered with brush. There I 
could use the trees and brush for handles 
and foot pegs to climb back up the 
slope. It would be harder than sliding 
down mud, but it would get me back to 
the top.

I followed his advice and five or 10 
minutes later I was reunited with 
Grandpa. In the time I’d been away, 
I had fallen, slid, rolled, got wet, and 
pulled and climbed back up, but at 
least I was safely back with Grandpa. I 
decided I’d had enough exploring for 
one day, so I told Grandpa we could 
explore more another day — if he would 
be my guide again. We headed back 
home. I was a little nervous about what 
Mom would say to both Grandpa and 
me, about our excursion and my wet and 
muddy clothes, but that is a different 
story.
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D i S C O U R S E

MVP: Foot-Long Feast
DATE CHANGE!
May 13, 6 p.m. – Garden Room; $20
Former gopher hockey coach and 
current FOX Sports Network analyst 
Doug Woog will be the MVP featured 
speaker for the annual foot-long hot dog 
feast–we’ll have more than 50 toppings! 
This event is not included in the season 
pass. Register online at trinitylc.org.  
If you have questions, please contact 
Dana Johnson at 651-347-5485.

AWE: Be Social Media Savvy
Thursday, March 27 
10:30 a.m.-noon – Garden Room 
Do you know how to use Facebook, 
Instagram, and YouTube? If not, 
you’re missing out on a new part of 
Trinity’s ministry. Trinity’s Director of 
Communications, Kim Pleticha, will chat 
with us about how to use these social 
media platforms—so bring your laptop, 
pad or smartphone and get plugged into 
the 21st century! Refreshments will be 
served. 

AWE: Art in Bloom 
Thursday, May 1, 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Minneapolis Institute of Art
See an array of floral arrangements made 
to interpret a chosen piece of art, attend 
lectures given by professional floral 
designers, and visit the Art in Bloom 
museum shop. The docent tour is free; 
lectures have a small fee (register & pay 
for these on your own).
For more information on either of the 
above events, please call Donna Harder 
at 651-351-5043 or 651-329-7047.

G R O U P S 
&  T E A M S

Want to get in touch with 
what YOU believe about 
God? Join us for the next 
Discourse: God class!

Tuesdays, June 3, 10, 17, 
& 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m. – 
Location TBA

Contact Allison Siburg 
at asiburg@trinitylc.org      
for more information. 

Years later in a class at church, we 
were discussing what or who we 

thought God was. I had always 
thought of God as an all-
powerful being who could 
control us and the world as 

he saw fit. However, as we 
discussed how God interacts 

with the world, I realized that, on 
that summer afternoon years ago, 

I had experienced God in my 
Grandpa. Grandpa was loving 

and caring, and willing to take his 
time to help me explore and learn. 

He guided me when I allowed him 
to, and stayed close when I chose 
to set out on my own. He stopped 
be from heading to the waterfall 
because he knew my stubbornness 
could get me in real trouble there, but 
instead allowed me to go to the steep 
bank. He was confident I’d get new 
experiences and knowledge and he 
was pretty sure I wouldn’t get hurt. 
When I stumbled and fell, he was 
right there to guide me back to his 
path.

I realized I had never thanked 
Grandpa for all his guidance and 
patience. He died when I was a 
teenager and still taking him for 
granted. Being older and wiser now, 
I realized I needed to show more 
gratitude to the people in my life 
who love and guide me, but more 
importantly, I needed to tell God 
how much I appreciate his never-
ending love, guidance, support and 
forgiveness. I was grateful for the 
lesson I learned when I was five, but 
ashamed it took me years to take 
action on what I learned.

Retired Men: Get Ready for Golf 
Thursdays, between 9-10 a.m.
Applewood Hills Golf Course 
The Retired Men’s golf group will play 
nine holes and then have lunch at a local 
restaurant. The season starts when the 
course is open and runs through the fall. 
Those on last year’s list will be contacted 
via email. New players who have questions 
or would like to sign up should contact 
Dwight Pederson at 651-439-2078 or 
dwightpederson@hotmail.com.
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Form & payment must be  
turned in by Sun., April 6

Easter Memorials • Local & Missional  
Benevolence Gift Opportunities

In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Easter, we welcome donations toward an Easter Garden. 
However, we would love to have the majority of the memorials/honors directed toward Local & Missional 
Benevolences such as the St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley Outreach, etc. Donor names will be printed in the May issue of 
Trinity Today. Please fill out the form below and either bring it to the Church Office, mail it, or place it in the offering 
plate. 

 Local Benevolences (St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley Outreach, etc.) $ ___________________

 Easter Garden (suggested donation $15) $ ________________

In memory of ________________________________________ In honor of _____________________________________

Given by _____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number (___________)_____________________________ Total amount enclosed $ ____________

Lenten Worship & Lunches 
Wednesdays during Lent  
March 26, & April 2, 9 
Immediately following worship
Volunteers from Trinity’s Women’s 
Circles and others will prepare and 
serve a light lunch Wednesdays during 
Lent in the Garden. Come for the food 
and stay for the social hour.

Devotional Book
Too Deep For Words
Over the centuries, Christians 
have often kept Lent by 
praying more than usual. To 
assist you in this tradition, 
Too Deep for Words offers an 

evocative image, a reading from Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, a quotation to 
ponder, a reflection, and a prayer for 
each day’s use. Pick up a copy in the 
Narthex. A $2 donation is suggested.

Hymn Sing Along
March 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
The Loft at Studio J, 214 Main St S., 
Stillwater
All ages will enjoy this old-fashioned 
sing along! BYOB—root beer or real 
beer is fine. Come sing for the joy of it!

Yin Yoga
Wednesdays through April 9, 8-9 p.m. – 
Garden Room; FREE!
All ages and all experience levels are 
welcome.

Job Bible Study
Sunday, March 16 and 23, and April 6 
9-10 a.m. – Living Room
Wednesday, March 19, 26 and April 9 at 
1 p.m. — Living Room
This class also will be offered 
Sundays and Wednesdays during Lent 
(Wednesday classes immediately follow 
the Lenten lunches). Come for this deep 
exploration of the book of Job and what 
it means to us as Christians during Lent.

Senior Ministries Discussion
April 2, Immediately following Lenten 
Lunch
Pastor Dan Poffenberger will lead this 
interactive discussion about the future 
of Senior Ministries and how you can 
get involved. 

Men’s Good Friday Breakfast
April 18 at 6:30-8 a.m.  
Garden Room
Pastor Stephanie Vos speaks about how 
Jesus’ female followers responded to the 
crucifixion. Free will donation.

L E N T E N  E v E N T S  
&  O P P O R T U N i T i E S

Lenten Contemplative  
Practice Group:  
A Time for Deep Connection 
Thursdays during Lent  
7:30-8:30 a.m. – Narthex
All are welcome to join in stillness 
practices like lectio divina and 
meditation and the creative practice 
of painting this Lent. Following our 
lectio and meditation time, we’ll use 
watercolors to creatively express our 
connection to God’s Wisdom.  
Led by Jody Thone, Director of  
On Purpose Ministries. 

Receiving God’s Gifts:  
Unconditional Love
Sunday, March 30 
9-10:20 a.m.  
Living Room

Receiving God’s Gifts:  
Your Unique Identity
Sunday, April 27, 9-10:20 a.m.  
Living Room
Join us for a time of spiritual practice 
and exploration of how we block or 
receive God’s unconditional love.  
Led by Jody Thone, Director of  
On Purpose Ministries.
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W O R S h i P

As we celebrate the arrival of 
spring —and after this long 
winter, we celebrate with a 

little extra enthusiasm!— all of 
us on staff are already looking 
ahead to planning for the fall. 
We thought we’d let you in on 

what’s in store…

We are a culture of storytellers: we 
share them over coffee, in the car, on 
Facebook, and with the kids before 
bed. We make sense of, and shape 
our lives through, narrative and 
connection. What if worship were like 
that? What if learning were like that?

Well, starting this fall, that’s what we’re 
going to do! We’re using a ‘lectionary’ 
(a set of readings) that tells the story 
of the Bible from start to finish over 
the course of the church year. It was 
the brainchild of a few professors at 
Luther Seminary who saw that we’re 
losing our larger understanding of 
the narrative experience of the Bible 
— there are stories we forget, stories 
we don’t hear, stories that we tell in 
isolation. They realized there was 
an amazing opportunity to use the 
rhythms of the liturgical year to follow 
the Biblical narrative. 

In the fall, we’ll begin at the 
beginning: reading stories from the 
Old Testament, hearing about Noah, 
Abraham, Joseph, Joshua, David, 
Solomon, Elisha, Jeremiah, and Esther, 
among others. 

Then, as we enter Advent, we come 
to the end of the Old Testament and 
celebrate the birth of Christ. We then 
begin the New Testament, tracing the 
story of Jesus (as told in the book of 
Matthew) from his baptism through his 
temptation, miracles, transfiguration, 
and various teachings, coming all the 
way to his entry into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday, his crucifixion on Good 
Friday, and his resurrection at Easter. 

After Easter, the story continues with 
Jesus commissioning his disciples, and 
then we follow those disciples into 
their work in the early church — from 
Peter’s vision to Paul’s missions. 

This Narrative Lectionary allows us 
to follow the story of the Bible with 
continuity and context, watching events 
unfold and connect to one another in 
ways we often miss when we read the 
Bible a few verses at a time. This larger 
framework brings us along for the 
journey. We also have the opportunity 
to revisit parts of the Bible story we 
may not have heard in a long time. For 
example, I’m guessing that, for many of 
us, the last time we read about Esther 
was in Sunday School many, many 

years ago. (That is, if we’ve heard her 
story at all…)

The Narrative Lectionary also is a 
wonderful opportunity for integration 
throughout our ministry — from 
worship and preaching to children’s 
learning, we’ll all be on the same page!

To learn more or for a sneak peak at 
what’s ahead, log on to:

http://www.workingpreacher.org/
narrative_faqs.aspx 
or just Google “Narrative Lectionary”. 
And if you have questions, please don’t 
hesitate to ask anyone on staff.

All of us on staff are excited to begin 
this communal storytelling journey — 
and we’re thrilled to be doing it with 
you!

WELCOME SPRiNG…NOW WhAT’S UP FOR FALL?
By Pastor Stephanie Vos

The narrative lectionary will be 
a great foundation to work from 
in preparing Biblical content for 
2014-2015 Children, Youth and 

Families Ministry—the CYF staff is 
excited to engage with it!

—Jody Nyenhuis, Director of Children’s, 
Youth & Family Ministries 

As the Faith & Family team 
begins discussions with the 

CYF team, we’ve learned that 
many of you at Trinity look 

forward to bringing even more 
of the Bible’s stories and Jesus’ 
teachings into to our Children 

and Youth ministries. The 
Narrative Lectionary is going to 
be a great way for us to do just 
that, while offering us parents 
a chance to hear the same 
stories, at the same time.
—Kari Kahl, Youth Ministries 

Coordinator

Whether we believe the stories of the bible literally, or understand 
many of them to represent humanity’s limited understanding through 
history of who God is, the comprehensive creation-to-redemption arc 
of the Narrative Lectionary brings the Church back to often neglected 
chapters, encouraging us to revisit more of the bible’s core messages 
and its wisdom for people, then and now—and further challenging us 

to clarify our personal beliefs, so that God’s Story might be made more 
real each day, to each of us.

—Phil Kadidlo, Director of Worship Ministries 

This Narrative Lectionary allows  
us to follow the story of the  

Bible with continuity and context
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G O D ’ S  P R O j E C T  R U N W A y

Caleb Terwey stopped, flexed his 
muscles, turned around, and gave the 
sanctuary a view of the back of his 
t-shirt. His socks and bandana spoke 
for themselves. 

As Caleb strutted his stuff, emcee 
Amy Karlstad told the audience about 
his learning, relationship, and activity 
strengths — as well as Caleb’s favorite 
part of how God uniquely created him. 

It was the culminating performance for 
God’ Project Runway, a curriculum 
developed by Jody Thone, Director of 
On Purpose Ministries, for teaching 
young people how they were made 
in God’s image. She came up with the 
idea after watching the television show 
“Project Runway”.

“I thought about how we have the 
opportunity to walk the runways of life 
sharing how God has uniquely created 
us — our strengths, talents and passions 
— and then put them to good use in the 
world, being Jesus in our own skin,” 
she says. “Most of us who are searching 
for spiritual connection spend too 
much time looking up at the sky and 
wondering why God lives so far away. 
God lives within us, not above us. God 
created us uniquely to make a difference 
in this world. Sharing our strengths 
and talents with the world is the most 
powerful source of connection to God. 
Developing and sharing our strengths 
is how we honor our relationship with 
God.” 

For two months, the 3rd and 4th 

graders did just that:  they looked deep 
inside themselves, using Genesis 5:1 
as their guide: “When God created 
mankind, he made them in the likeness 
of God.” (New International Version).  
To help the kids discover how God 
uniquely designed each of them, Jody 
adapted a series of statements from 
the book Your Child’s Strengths by 
Jennifer Fox with which the kids could 
either agree or disagree. Statements 
ranged from  “I like directions that 
are given one step at a time” to “My 
friends depend on me to plan our fun 
and I like that” to “I am able to invent 
things.” The way the children sorted the 
statement cards revealed their unique 
learning, relationship and 
activity strengths.  Once 
they knew what their 
strengths were, the kids 
then created bandanas, 
socks and T-shirts to 
highlight them.

And that’s how Caleb 
found himself rocking 
the Trinity catwalk:  his 
bandana showed off his 
“logical mathematical” 
learning strength; his shirt 

O N  P U R P O S E
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Exploring Unconditional Love 
Sun., March 30, 9-10:20 a.m. 
Exploring Your Unique Identity 
Sun., April 27, 9-10:20 a.m. 

proclaimed his “director” 
relationship strength; and 

his socks evidenced his “creator” 
activity strength. 

“The boys in our group realized 
how different they are, but yet still 
all part of God’s design,” says Kara 
Topper, Caleb’s small-group leader. 
“I had a spiritual experience watching 
them feel special and unique as they 
modeled their personally-designed 
bandanas, shirts and socks. We all felt 
overflowing gratitude realizing we are 
created in the likeness of God!”

Julie Jolivette, Children’s Ministry 
Specialist for Grades 3-6, brought 
God’s Project Runway to the 3rd 
and 4th grade children after seeing 

how successful the Clifton Strengths 
Explorer tool was with the 5th and 6th 
graders in the fall. The 5/6 Body of 
Christ, as the 5th and 6th graders have 
named themselves, is now collectively 
stewarding their newfound strengths 
to spearhead Radical Recycling within 
Trinity’s church building beginning this 
spring. 

“God’s Project Runway a great tool for 
this age to learn about their strengths 
and more fully comprehend being 
created in the likeness of God, which 
is a basic piece of faith formation,” she 
says. “It all starts with God, and we are 
stewards of all that we are.” 

Amy Karlstad and Susan Richards 
joined Jody and Julie and in leading 
the eight-week curriculum, and took 
on the huge challenge of coordinating 
activities.  Amy says the hard work was 
more than worth it, especially when 
she saw how enthusiastically the kids 
embraced God’s unique design for 
them.

“As a mother of twin ten-year old girls, 
I am thrilled to have an opportunity 
to celebrate these children discovering 
their unique gifts and talents,” she says. 
“I am inspired by how each child of 
God shines their light in a beautiful way 
in the world through their activities, 
school, church, home life and countless 
other ways.” 

We invite you to see how God has 
uniquely created our children —and 
each one of us— and how God’s 
presence is expressed through our 
strengths. 

Each person is given something to do that shows 
who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone 

benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the 
Spirit, and to all kinds of people! The variety is 

wonderful. – 1 Corinthians 12:7 (The Message)
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C A R E 

M i N i S T R i E S

Need an 

EXTRA LARGE 
Worship Bulletin?

If so, please call the Church 
Office at 651-439-7400 by 
Wednesday afternoon and 
let us know. We’ll be happy 
to provide one for you on 
Saturday or Sunday.

By Zanny Johnson

I love my church.

When I started here at Trinity nine years ago, it was in response to a 
call from my dear friend Phil Kadidlo, who asked me to support him in 
leading The WALK, our 10:30 a.m. service. I gladly answered that call and 
since then my “TriniTree” has grown with each iteration of my position 
here: from singing on Sundays, to coordinating our worship assistants, to 
handling our visitor ministry (think: welcome wagon) and new member 
development, and now maturing into caring for our adult population. My 
TrinitTree is full of blooms, some fully developed and some still tight in 
the bud. This latest addition to my call here is bringing me such joy— that 
of caring for our retirement-age population.

I have been so warmly received as the interim person charged with caring 
for our “senior-ish” folks — thank you for all of the calls, emails, and in-
person joyful wishes regarding the addition of this new position. Truly, it 
is pure joy for me to jump in and, along with pastors Dan and Stephanie, 
minister to all of you. 

It is because of my love of Christ and a passion for sharing that love that 
I “work” here at Trinity, and am so excited to dig in even further, rooted 
and grounded, loving and loved.

By the way, if any of you feel called to the practice of prayer and would 
like to join our prayer team, please let me know. The Trinity prayer team 
meets every week and faithfully prays over an ongoing list of the prayer 
requests from our community. Prayer team meets at 1 p.m. every Tuesday. 

Also, our knitting ministry is looking for more hands to help knit prayer 
shawls. They meet every 4th Thursday from 10 a.m. to Noon in the 
Living Room.  If you aren’t able to attend but would still like to knit a 
prayer shawl, please call Lois Walton at 651-439-6948 for a pattern. We do 
have some yarn here are the church — stop by the Church Office to pick 
up some!

C O N N E C T i N G 
i N  T h E  i N T E R i M

Hope Beyond 
Bel ief

Holy Week at 
Tr init y 

Palm Sunday
Saturday, April 12, 5 p.m. 
Craig Koehnen, music.
Sunday, April 13 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
Combined Worship with 
Palm Sunday Procession. 
Adult & Children’s 
Choirs, plus special 
guest vocalist Roosevelt 
André Credit. Roosevelt 
is a friend of Trinity, 
currently on tour 
with the Broadway 
production of “Porgy and Bess.”  
No children’s learning.

Journey to the Cross
Wednesday, April 16
This intergenerational program walks 
you through Jesus’ steps to the cross. 
Suitable for all ages.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 17: Noon Communion 
Service (no lunch served); 7 p.m. 
Intergenerational worship, plus 
children’s First Communion celebration. 
Pastor Tim Hackbarth, preaching

Good Friday
Friday, April 18
Men’s Breakfast: 6:30 a.m.  
Pastor Stephanie Vos will speak about 
the reaction of Jesus’ female followers to 
the resurrection.
Worship: 7 p.m. This powerful service 
remembers the dark moments of Jesus’ 
crucifixion through music, poetry and 
reflection

Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 19 at 5 p.m.
This quiet, candle-lit worship begins 
outdoors around the New Fire (weather 
permitting). No Communion in 
observance of the vigil.

Easter
Sunday, April 20 at 8, 9, 10, (traditional 
music with choir & brass) and 11 a.m. 
(blended contemporary music with 
WALK Band) No Children’s Learning 
on Easter Sunday.

Care Pastor 
Call Committee 
Nominations
If you would like to serve 
on the Call Committee 
for the new Care Pastor, 
or if you would like to 
nominate someone else 
to do so, please email the 
Congregtional Council at 
council@trinitylc.org.
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Trinity Lutheran Church will celebrate 
National Library Month in a big way:  
we will host the spring meeting of 
the Twin Cities Area Church Library 
Association (TCACLA) on Saturday, 
April 5. TCACLA is an association 
that works to energize church Library 
Ministry through education, resource 
sharing, spiritual encouragement 
and fellowship. Registrations will be 
available in the Church Office.

Pastor Stephanie Vos, Pastor of Lifelong 
Learning, will convene the workshop 
with devotions. Kim Pleticha, Director 
of Communications at Trinity, will be 
the keynote speaker. Her presentation 
regarding social media will provide new 
ways to communicate and promote 
church libraries. Kim has received 
numerous journalism and television 
awards throughout her career as a 
publisher, editor, TV anchor and 
reporter. Colleen Baldrica, Stillwater 
author and Trinity member, will 
be the featured author. Colleen’s 
book, Tree Spirited Woman has won 
many awards, including finalist in the 
National Indie Excellence Spirituality 
Category, Bronze Medal in the Annual 
Independent Publisher Book Awards 
and finalist in Best Books 2006 Spirit 
Category. You are enthusiastically 
invited to come hear and honor these 
talented Trinity women.

C e l e b r a t e  N a t i o N a l 
l i b r a r y  M o N t h

We at Trinity have even more reason 
to celebrate National Library Month, 
because we have a remarkable library! 
Rev. Norman Wold, Trinity’s pastor 
from 1946-1969, was a strong advocate 
of youth and family and his family 
donated funds to found the Norman 
Wold Memorial Library. In the years 
that followed, the library moved around 
the building, but in 1999 it settled 
into its current location with a new 
name: The Living Library. At the time, 
libraries were moving away from names 
that included the word “memorial,” 
because it had a connotation of a place 
that housed only historic books and 
records. Today the space is called 
simply the Trinity Library.

The Trinity Library works 
cooperatively with ministries of all ages. 
Materials are provided to encourage the 
study of God’s word and the growth of 

each person’s relationship 
with God. During Lent, 
Pastor Vos will lead a Bible 
Study about Job, using 
The Trial of God (Elie 
Wiesel). The book is set 
in a Ukrainian village in 
the year 1649. A related 
book is Gerhard Frost’s 

The Color of the Night: Reflections 
on Suffering and the Book of Job. It 
includes short reflections 
from Job that wrestle with 
issues of crisis, such as trust 
in God, the meaning of life, 
and fairness in the world. 

LibraryTRINITY LibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITYLibraryTRINITY

LibraryTRINITY

Trinity’s Faith and Family 
Team suggests Almost 
Christian: What the Faith 
of Our Teenagers is Telling 
the American Church. 
Based on the results of the 
National Study of Youth 
and Religion, author Kenda 
Creasy Dean shares traits of committed 
young people and suggestions that 
inspire youth and families to live 
engaged Christian lives. 

To help the library continue to grow, 
the Trinity Library welcomes monetary 
gifts and gifts of new materials, often 
given in honor of a loved one or a 
special occasion. Donations of new or 
gently used Christian or secular books 
also are gladly accepted. Donations that 
cannot be used will be passed along to 
another library or will be sold to a used 
bookstore with proceeds designated for 
the purchase of new materials. 

Spring cleaning? If you happen to find 
books with a Trinity Library sticker 
lying around your house, we would love 
to have them returned and will happily 
make them available for others. 

The Trinity Library is a place to grow 
as a Christian, a place to find peace and 
compassion, and a place to be in God’s 
presence. Please stop in and visit.

By Norma Wilson 
Trinity Library Volunteer
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Children, youth & families

C y F  U P D A T E S

First Communion Class
March 30, 2014, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Garden Room; lunch provided.  
First Communion will be celebrated  
Maundy Thursday, April 17, 7 p.m.. 
In this three-hour class, children 
will learn about special meals in 
church and how they connect with 
our lives. Children of any age may 
attend this class, although children 
younger than kindergarten age 
may have difficulty understanding 
the abstraction of communion. 
At least one parent or other adult 
should attend with child. For more 
information, please contact Tim 
Hackbarth at 651-439-7400 or 
thackbarth@trinitylc.org. Register 
online at trinitylc.org,  
click “Register” then the  
“First Communion Class” button.

By Jody Nyenhuis

It is simply amazing to be 
surrounded by so ‘great a 
cloud of witnesses’ at every 
Sunday and Wednesday 
learning, confirmation and 
River gathering. At our table 
on Ash Wednesday, enjoying delicious 
macaroni and cheese buffet, were 
children (of many ages) of God who 
came together in awe and remembrance 
of Ash Wednesday and what it signifies 
to come — Easter, our great Hope 
Beyond Belief!

Our youngest members have come 
through the door this year to be 
baptized in numbers doubling those of 
the year before. To welcome these new 
members, CYF Birth-Age 3 Specialist 
Melissa Gubricky has implemented a 
monthly newsletter and a twice-monthly 
Play & Pray Group. Every time I 
check in on the nursery kids, they are 
happy and secure playing together and 
experiencing God’s love.

Pre-school thru 2nd grade has enjoyed 
Tim Hackbarth’s creative storytelling 
and activities surrounding the parables 
in Luke that Jesus taught. My favorite 
visual of this age group is of them 
herding the sheep (cotton balls) from 
all over Luther Hall back to their 
designated pen without using their 
hands! 

Julie Jolivette has led both the 3rd and 
4th grades, and the 5/6 B.O.C. (Body 
of Christ) through a great adventure of 
how to steward all that God has given 
them in terms of their unique strengths. 
Being made in the likeness of our 
Creator is such a wonderful concept to 
celebrate and lean into as a foundational 
part of our faith journey.

The 7th grade confirmation young 
adults have been learning from coach 
Kristin Tranby about the start of the 
church in the book of Acts, and are 
now discovering the parables of Jesus 
as told in the book of Luke. I have had 
the privilege of leading the 8th grade 
young adults in learning more about 
Multiple Intelligence style and how God 

Youth & Family  
Pancake Breakfast
Sun., April 13, 9:30 a.m.–noon 
Garden Room 
Fluffy pancakes dripping 
in syrup, all to raise 
money for students 
attending camp this 
summer. Breakfast begins 
after the first service and 
continues until after the 
second service. Come 
one, come all — and 
bring a big appetite!

Baptism Class
Sundays: April 27, May 18
10:30-11:30 a.m. – Garden Room
This one-hour, one-day class is for 
families preparing for their child’s 
baptism and also for families whose 
children have already been baptized. 
Register online or contact Tim 
Hackbarth for more information. 

has given them these unique gifts for 
the purpose of making a difference in 
the world. Jody Thone, our resident 
strengths expert, will be stepping in 
to lead the 8th graders in discovering 
their God-given strengths, values 
and passions so that I may teach and 
lead 3rd and 4th graders through 
Easter. Meantime, the 9th graders are 
discovering their theological voices 
under the coaching and leadership of 
Pastor Dan Poffenburger and Allison 
Siburg. Many great conversations 
and stories have ensued as a result 
of the large-group learning and 
small-group discussion time. Kristin 
Tranby is already looking at ways 
to intentionally grow the faith of 
our young adults in next year’s 
confirmation ministry season.

Kelsey Mans has been working 
with our Senior High youth in 
developing relationships and creating 
an atmosphere of learning, discussion 
and worship as part of the weekly 
River experience. The Mexico 
Mission trip is always a highlight of 
the whole Trinity community: from 
sponsoring a missionary, to decorating 
a quilt square, to sewing or tying the 
quilt together. All of the planning, 
preparation, and travel —not to 
mention mixing cement and carrying 
buckets of supplies— allows our whole 
community to live out our baptismal 
calling and Love. Transorm.Serve.

It is a great privilege to come alongside 
each of you and your family members 
as we grow in faith together. “For 
just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are ONE body, 
so it is with Christ…If one member 
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together 
with it.” I Corinthians 12:12, 26



Birth to Age 3 Update
How can we help children embrace the amazing gift of prayer with 
our God? Join us at the Birth-Age 3 Play & Pray Group to have fun, 
meet new families and exchange tips and resources. Bring a friend: 
you do not need to attend Trinity to participate.

One prayer that I am adding to our family’s morning routine this year 
during Lent is called “My Morning Offering”:

God, our Father, I offer you today
all I think and do and say.

I offer it with what was done on
earth by Jesus Christ, your son.

—Melissa Gubricky, Birth-to-Age 3 Specialist

Jr. High Ministry
30-Hour Famine
On February 21-22, 14 
youth from Trinity joined 
with other youth from 
around the St. Croix 
Valley to participate in 
the 30 Hour Famine. Students began 
their 30 hour fast on Friday at lunch; 
later that evening, we gathered to 
worship, pack Breakfast Bags for 
Ronald McDonald House, play games, 
learn about hunger and reflect on our 
#firstworldproblems (which are so 
small and trivial compared with those 
of the rest of the world!). Participants 
consumed only juice during the 
30 hours, and broke their fast with 
Communion. We tasted a small sample 
of the food packed during the Trinity 
meal-packing event, and then rejoiced 
over $5 pizza. The challenges of being 
hungry, even for such a short amount 
of time, were surprising to all of the 
participants. We were tired, had low 
energy, had a hard time concentrating, 
and found ourselves thinking of food 
often. It was a great learning experience 
for all — and a heartbreaking 
experience to know that so many 
children around the world suffer from 
real hunger every day.
—Kristin Tranby, ktranby@trinitylc.org
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A Message of Hope Beyond 
Belief: Mexico Mission
In my part-time position 
as Youth Ministry 
Coordinator here at 
Trinity, I am privileged 
to work closely with the 
Mexico Missions team as 
they prepare to go out 
and care for the people of Chuburna. 
A big part of my job during this time 
of year is to help the missionaries 
keep track of the sponsorship money 
that is given to them and to Trinity to 
help make this annual trip possible. In 
the time that I’ve been serving in this 
role, I never cease to be amazed at the 
generosity of those who give to our 
missions team. Year after year, I see 
new names appear on the sponsorship 
list, as well as so many familiar ones. 
Some of you have arrived at church 
on that first Sunday for collecting 
sponsorships, armed with multiple, 
pre-written checks just waiting to 
be given to the first kids who ask 
for your help. Others have stopped 
me after church to let me know that, 
while this is not a year they could 
help out financially, they will be in 
prayer for our team over the week 
they are lifting buckets of cement 
to help build roofs for families who 
need them. Your sponsorship dollars, 
prayers and encouragement make this 
life-changing experience happen for 
our students, and for the people of 
Chuburna. Your faith and love works 
through our Trinity missionaries, and 
the results of your kindness are life-
long. God is good — and that is so 
evident at Trinity!

— By Kari Kahl, Youth Coordinator



•	 Louis	Harold	Flattum,	son	of 
Tony & Kimberly Flattum 

•	 Anders	Robert	Skjervold,	son	of 
Todd & Michelle Skjervold

•	 Oliver	Curtis	Bemmels,	son	of 
Christian & Erica Bemmels 

•	 Elliot	Mae	Lauenstein,	daughter	of 
Michael & Kristin Lauenstein
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O P P O R T U N i T i E S

A T T E N D A N C E

T R A N S P O R T A T i O N

Feb. 22 & 23
5 p.m. .......... 150  
9 a.m. .......... 207 
10:30 a.m. ... 241 

March 8 & 9
5 p.m. ............ 94  
9 a.m. .......... 359 
10:30 a.m. ... 240 

March 1 & 2
5 p.m. ............ 38  
9 a.m. .......... 241 
10:30 a.m. ... 203 

March 15 & 16
5 p.m. ............ 48  
9 a.m. .......... 230 
10:30 a.m. ... 167 

•	 Doug Rorer and family on the death 
of Doug’s father, Glenn.

•	 The family & friends of Eric Nelson, 
who died on Feb. 21.

•	 Family and friends of Glen 
Brolander, who died March 14.

S y M P A T h y

B A P T i Z E D

• Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Evening Worship, Communion

• Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Traditional Worship, Nursery, 
Communion

•	Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
The WALK Contemporary 
Worship, Nursery, Communion

Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
9 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A ride is 
available for members or non-members 
lacking transportation. Please call the 
Church Office at 439-7400 between 9 a.m. 
Wed. and 4 p.m. Thu. to reserve your seat 
each week. Estimated pick-up times if you 
have reserved a seat:
 8:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing  
    at the main entrance
 8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
 8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
 8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
 8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons

P h O T O
D i R E C T O R y

If you weren’t able to have your Photo 
Directory picture taken when LifeTouch 
was here, good news: we’ve scheduled 
some more sessions: April 3-5 and  
May 29-31. Log onto Trinity’s website 
and click on NEWS. There is a link on 
this page to the online registration form. 
Remember: photo sessions are free, and 
everyone who has a picture taken will 
receive a free 8x10” portrait and a free 
directory. If you have any questions, 
please call Kim Pleticha at ext. 122. 

Know any Shut-Ins or 
Snowbirds?
We would like to ensure that everyone 
has an opportunity to be in Trinity’s new 
Photo Directory. So, if you know a shut-
in who cannot attend a photo session, or 
a snowbird who won’t be back until after 
May, please contact Kim Pleticha at ext. 
122 or via email at kpleticha@trinitylc.
org so she can arrange to take (or obtain) 
a photo. 

Just a reminder... 
Parking for the Sunday 9 and 10:30 a.m.  
worship services is available in the 
structure on Third Street. You must take 
a ticket when you enter the structure, and 
insert it when you leave. Parking is free 
until 1 p.m.; if you leave after that time, 
you will be charged standard parking rates.

P A R k i N G

t r i n i t y

TODAY

Trinity Scholarship Fund
Applications due April 1 
The Trinity Scholarship Fund was 
established by the estate of Jeanette 
Johnson, a Trinity member who 
dreamed of being able to offer college 
tuition assistance to youth whose 
achievement and character indicated 
they possessed the qualities necessary to 
achieve excellence in higher education.

Trinity awards up to four scholarships 
each year on the basis of academic 
status, co-curricular achievement, good 
citizenship and active involvement at 
Trinity. The trust also stipulates that the 
scholarship recipients must be baptized 
at, confirmed by and be current 
members of Trinity. 

Once selected, scholarship recipients 
may renew their scholarships for up 
to three additional years, providing 
they maintain a cumulative grade point 
average of at least 2.75 or a “B-” or, in 
the absence of a similar grading system, 
remain in “fine academic standing” as 
indicated by official record. Scholarship 
recipients must reapply each year for 
renewal.

Scholarship applications are available in 
the Church Office or online at trinitylc.
org (click on Connect, then on Senior 
High, then on Scholarship Fund). 

All completed original scholarship 
and renewal applications must be 
postmarked no later than Tuesday, April 
1 and mailed to: Trinity Scholarship 
Fund, Attn. Bob Eiselt, P.O. Box 339, 
Stillwater, MN 55082. 
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Fri., March 28 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10 a.m. Raymie Johnson Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts Sr. Communion

Sat., March 29
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., March 30
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 9 a.m. Exploring Unconditional Love: Living Rm
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 10:30 a.m. First Communion Class: Garden Rm

 Mon., March 31
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., April 1 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 7 p.m. WALK Rehearsal: Worship Ctr

Wed., April 2
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Heart of the Home Moms
 Noon WORSHIP/Lunch: Worship Ctr 
 4:30 p.m. Children’s Choirs Mini-Session
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Worship Ctr
 6:15 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm 
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area
 8 p.m. Yin Yoga: Garden Rm

Thu., April 3
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 2 p.m. Healing Touch: Narthex

Fri., April 4 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 1 p.m. BeFriender meeting: Rm 108B

Sat., April 5
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., April 6 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning: Lower Level
 9 a.m. Bible Study-Book of Job: Living Rm
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 10:30 a.m. Couples Group: Library Conf. Rm
 10:45 a.m. Play & Pray Group: Gym

Mon., April 7
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Women’s Bridge for Trinity: Garden Rm
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distrib.: 4th St. Entr.
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel

 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., April 8
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 9 a.m. Men’s Group: Garden Rm
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle Mtg: Narthex
 9:45 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:15 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 1 p.m. Martha Circle Mtg: Living Rm
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 6:45 p.m. Anna Circle: Rm 108B
 7 p.m. WALK Rehearsal: Worship Ctr

Wed., April 9 
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study: Commons
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 Noon WORSHIP/Lunch: Worship Ctr 
 1:15 p.m. Bible Study-Book of Job: Living Rm
 4:30 p.m. Children’s Choirs Mini-Session
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Worship Ctr
 6:15 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm 
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area
 8 p.m. Yin Yoga: Garden Rm

Thu., April 10 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex

Fri., April 11 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B

Sat., April 12
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 7:30 a.m. Valley Chamber Chorale Concert

Sun., April 13 – Palm Sunday
  No Sunday Learning
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 9:30 a.m. Pancake Breakfast: Garden Rm
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Off-site

Mon., April 14 
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library

Tue., April 15
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 7 p.m. WALK Rehearsal: Worship Ctr

Wed., April 16 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 4:30 p.m. Children’s Choirs Mini-Session
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm

M A R C h  2 8  —  A P R i L  2 5

 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9) - Attend Journey
 6:15 p.m. Journey to the Cross Family Event
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm 
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area

Thu., April 17 – Maundy Thursday
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 Noon WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 7 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
   First Communion Celebrated

Fri., April 18 – Good Friday
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Good Friday Breakfast: 
  Garden Rm
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Communion
 7 p.m. WORSHIP 

Sat., April 19 – Easter Vigil
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP

Sun., April 20 – Easter
 8 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 11 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY

Mon., April 21 – Building and Office Closed
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library

Tue., April 22
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 7 p.m. WALK Rehearsal: Worship Ctr

Wed., April 23 
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study: Commons 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Play & Pray Group: Gym
 4:30 p.m. Children’s Choirs Mini-Session
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Worship Ctr
 6:15 p.m. LAST Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6)
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm 
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area

Thu., April 24
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Living Rm
 6 p.m. Living Your Strengths: Living Rm

Fri., April 25 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Rm 108B
 10 a.m. Raymie Johnson Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts Sr. Communion

C A L E N D A R
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OPEN 
to ALL 
ages! 
Reservations 

required. 

Children under 

age 12 must be 

accompanied 

by an adult.

JOURNEY

CROSS
to

the

Easter Celebration

A Free

Wed., April 16, 6 p.m.

Christine Lande at cmlande@trinitylc.org or  
651-439-7400, ext. 125 to make a reservation  
by Sun., April 13. 
Please reply with the number of people attending,  
your first and last name, and an email or telephone number. 

Make your reservation  
by contacting:

intergenerational 
experience and 

journey to  
the cross during 

Holy Week.


