
Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League 
Board Meeting  

Tuesday, July 16, 2013 
 
Attendees: Michelle Reeve, board member, (Hammerheads), Jennifer Czajkowski, board 
member (Ice Picks/Cranks), Jen Fine, (team tbd), Jessica Compton (team tbd), Kelley Unsworth 
(Ice Ninjas), Kim Gearns (Swarm), Meg Foley (Swarm), Beth Silvis, Secretary (Spittin’ 
Chickletts), Melanie Bidwell (Rampage), Carol Schwanger (TOT), Kasey Damm, (Renegades), 
Colleen Cook (Renegades), Brenda Adams (Cyclones), Kerri Kelly, board member 
(Bombshells), Sarah Jacobsen, President, (Freeze), Tracy Cosenza, Treasurer, (Detroit 
Revolution) 
 
President Sarah Jacobsen called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 
1) Review and approval of 6/11/13 minutes 
 
2) Discussed possible meeting location and dates switch for the 2013-14 year.  

a) Thurston High School, located at 26255 Schoolcraft, Redford 48239 (Room 203) is 
available free of charge due to board members’ A. McManamon and S. Jacobsen 
employment with that school district.  This will save the league $25/month in room 
rental costs.  The board agreed to this move, and to make sure that everyone is able to 
note the change, which will be posted on the website. 

b) A time switch was discussed.  Board meeting times will remain 6:30 p.m. for August 
13 but will change back to 7:00 p.m. starting on September 10th. 

c) New managers will be asked to attend the Aug. 13 meeting. Former managers are 
certainly welcome, but their attendance is not mandatory until the Sept. 10 game-
scheduling meeting. 

 
3) Treasurer’s report (T. Cosenza) 

a) Current balance, including last month’s transactions is $2,724.13 
b) Sport NGIN annual service fee of $1,380 was paid on 6/12/13. 
c) Discussed the GoDaddy website domain license fee. Five year website domain renewal is 

$64.61; Ten-year is $116.29.  M. Reeve agreed to find out from her Sport NGIN contact 
person (Jed) if we can maintain our website domain license through them.  If not, the 
board agreed to stay with GoDaddy.com and commit to the five-year license. 

 
4) Sport NGIN website update (M. Reeve)  

a) M. Reeve has been researching the specific charges on our NGIN web service. Last 
year the board paid for a premium package, which cost $1495.  Because of our 
unfamiliarity with all of the features that came with the premium package we did not 
fully utilize all of these features.   
b) Upon M. Reeve’s recommendation, the board agreed to select a standard package this 
year, at a cost of $595.  This will require more work on our end (which webmaster April 
Yager handled last year), but M. Reeve has agreed to manage it this year.   
c) M. Reeve has also been coordinating with NGIN to smooth out our registration process 
and update the online applications.  She predicts we will be ready to begin registration in 



approximately two weeks. 
 

5) MAHA summer conference/meeting update 
a) Kim Gearns (per prior arrangement with A. McManamon) and Carol Schwanger 

attended the semi-annual MAHA meeting at Shanty Creek Resort on July 12 and 
agreed to report updates to the board. 

b) There has been one major change to the MAHA rules that will affect our league. 
Each player will still have to register with USA hockey, but only teams planning to 
play in state or national tournaments need to secure a signed stamped roster from their 
registrar.   

c) Managers will still be asked to submit to the MSWHL board a record of all of their 
players USA Hockey confirmation numbers. 

d) There was discussion as to how this registrar/roster change would affect requirements 
regarding players switching teams.  Because we will no longer need to have the roster 
updated and approved by the MAHA Registrars, it was agreed upon that the board 
would only require the Manager’s Release Form for a player to switch teams.  The 
three-day wait period will still be honored, to prevent players from jumping teams, 
leaving behind unpaid ice bills, or any other problems.   

 
6) Team updates  

a) S. Jacobsen made inquiries with all D1 contacts from two years ago about their 
potential return this coming season to play in a Division 1 level of the league. 

(a) Belle Tire- K. Brooks plans to form a new team to play in the MSWHL league. 
(b) Hawks- will not be playing in MSWHL.   
(c) Little Caesars- No response 
(d) Honeybaked- No response.  K. Kelly reported that to her knowledge, 

Honeybaked and Little Caesars appear to be merging, and are planning to play 
U19 and Canadian teams outside of the MSWHL. 

(e) UM Flint (new team)  
i.  Their request to play in our league is due to their exclusion from the 
ACHA due to not having 100% student representation.   

 ii. They would like to roster a 17 year-old who will turn 18 on Sept. 17 but 
 she will need board approval to play, as will the other 18 year-old and two 
 19 year-olds on their roster (the remaining players are in the 20’s and 30’s)  

iii. While discussing the age technicality, it was determined that there was a 
discrepancy in our handbook regarding minimum ages, disagreement among 
board members about the allowance of 18 year-olds to play in our league, 
and conflicting interpretations of that rule in our handbook.  The rationale 
for allowing 18 year-olds to play was to provide an opportunity to play for 
girls who have graduated high school and who will not be playing in college.  
iv. J. Czajkowski agreed to contact MAHA for clarification about the 
provision of 18 year-olds to play and necessary birthdates or registration cut 
off dates (e.g. Sept. 1st vs. Dec. 31st, etc.) 
v. If Flint UM team is approved to play, Jen Fine and Jessica Compton 
(formerly of Foosa) who scrimmaged against this team last season stated that 
they felt that this team would be a good fit in D2. 



 
b) New teams forming:  
 i. Ice Ninjas – D6  
 ii. UM Flint- D2  
 iii. Team Name TBD (J. Fine/ J. Compton formerly of Foosa)- D2?/D3? 
 iv. Team Name TBD (K. Brooks formerly of Belle Tire)- D2? 
c) Teams disbanding 
 Board has not been notified of any teams who will NOT be returning this season. 
d) Team applications and preliminary rosters received to date 

i. We have received applications from Fusion, Ice Ninjas, and Renegades 
ii. Returning teams need only send in the one-page preliminary roster, which was 
emailed out to them last week, along with any player appeals if plan to add players 
moving down one or more divisions. 
iii. New teams need to send in the four-page Excel workbook listing all players’ 
history.  
iv. Applications are due to S. Jacobsen via email by midnight July 31 unless prior 
arrangements have been made. 
 

7) Eddie Edgar recreational league has made an inquiry about advertising through our website 
 in order to promote their women’s house league.   

a) It is suggested that we host a page with links to other women’s house leagues for an 
annual fee of $25.  
b) It is estimated that there are up to five rinks, which are running house leagues and may 
want to promote themselves through our site. 
c) S. Jacobsen agreed to contact various known house leagues in the metro area (e.g. 
KVIH, MACRHL, Suburban, A2Ice3) to inquire about their interest in advertising on our 
website so as not appear biased toward any one league in particular.  

 
8) The board plans to meet privately between Aug. 1 and Aug. 10 to review applications, 
 approve necessary appeals, and assign teams to appropriate divisions, which will be 
 announced prior to the August 13 board meeting. 
 
9) Handbook update  

a) The board went through page-by-page of the current handbook and reviewed up to 
page 14 of 32 total pages. 
b) Clarifications and discrepancies were adjusted accordingly, many of them related to 
review period timelines 
c) Several more revisions will need to be made based on the recent MAHA rule changes 
affecting registrars and rosters.   
d) A separate document will be sent to managers detailing these changes after the final 
revisions are completed.   

 
10) Meeting was adjourned by President S. Jacobsen at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Beth Silvis, Secretary 


