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Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Rochester Legion baseball: Schedules, state poll
Posted: Wednesday, June 13, 2012 6:25 am 

ROCHESTER PATRIOTS
Head coach: Terry Heiderscheit

Schedule (all home games at John Adams)

June 15 — at Albert Lea (DH), 5 p.m.

June 17 — Austin (DH), 11 a.m.

June 20 — at Winona (DH), at Winona State, 5:30 p.m.

June 24 — Kasson, 6 p.m

June 25 — La Crosse (DH), 3:30 p.m.
June 26 — A's (DH), 4 p.m

June 29-30 — at Winona Tournament, TBD

July 5 — Waseca, 6 p.m.

July 6-8 — Rochester Tournament, TBD

July 10 — at Owatonna (DH), at Dartt's Park, 6 p.m.

July 13 — at Gopher Classic, Mankato, at Eden Prairie, 2 p.m.

July 13 — at Gopher Classic, Richfield, at Eden Prairie, 5 p.m.

July 14 — at Gopher Classic, Lakeville South, at Eden Prairie, 9 a.m.
July 14 — at Gopher Classic, Rapids City, at Eden Prairie, 5 p.m.

July 15 — at Gopher Classic, Eden Prairie, at Eden Prairie, 5 a.m.

July 16 — at Gopher Classic, TBD

July 24-29 — at District One Tournament, at Waseca, TBD

Aug. 3-6 — at state tournament, at Chaska Athletic Park, TBD

Aug. 8-13 — at regional tournament, at Dickenson, N.D., TBD

Aug. 17-21 — at World Series, at Shelby N.C., TBD

State Poll
1. Burnsville

2. Eden Prairie

3. Eastview

4. Bemidji

5. Maple Grove

6. Hopkins

7. Maplewood Gren
8. Coon Rapids

9. Red Wing

10. Tri-City Red



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Patriots sweep Austin
Posted: Monday, June 18, 2012 12:36 am

The Rochester Patriots swept Austin in American Legion baseball on Sunday for their 

first two wins of the young season.

The Patriots won 11-1 in five innings and 10-0 in six innings.

Alex Brady tossed a four-hitter to win the opener for the Patriots. He struck out three 

and did not issue a walk.

Zach Schwieters was 3-for-3 at the plate and Kaeleb Stangler was 3-for-4. Jack Kall 

was 2-for-3 with three RBIs and Ryan Lakin and Aaron Grad were also 2-for-3.

Lakin allowed four-hits over five innings for the Patriots in the nightcap. He struck out 

nine and did not walk a batter. He was also 3-for-4 with two RBIs at the plate.

Stangler and Brady both had two hits.

"The boys played very well today," Patriots coach Dutch Heiderscheit said. "We didn't 

walk a batter and we hit the ball pretty well.“

The Patriots (2-2) are in Winona on Wednesday for a doubleheader.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Patriots fall in tourney 
Posted: Saturday, June 30, 2012 7:15 am

WINONA — La Crosse held on to beat the Rochester Patriots 8-6 in American Legion 

baseball on Friday at a tournament in Winona.

La Crosse scored five runs in the top of the first and never trailed.

Aaron Grad was 2-for-4 and hit a two-run homer for the Patriots in the bottom of the 

first and Gavin Sandwick was 3-for-4 and also drove in two runs.

Down by two, the Patriots had a chance in the bottom of the seventh, but fell short.

"We hung in and had a chance with the bases loaded in the bottom of the seventh and 

nobody out," Patriots coach Dutch Heiderscheit said. "But their pitcher buckled down 

and got us out.“

Heiderscheidt said four errors in the field hurt the Patriots, who will face Chanhassen 

and White Bear Lake today at St. Mary's at 3 p.m. and 5:15 p.m.

La Crosse 8, Patriots 6

La Crosse 502 100 0 — 8 12 2

Patriots 101 301 x — 6 10 4

La Crosse: WP: Voter.
Patriots: Gavin Sandwick 3-for-4, 2 RBI; Alex Brady 2-for-4; Aaron Grad 2-for-4, HR, 2 

RBI; Zach Schweiters 2-for-3. LP: Ryan Lakin.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

A's have a veteran guide them
Posted: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 11:31 pm 

There's nobody still wearing pull-ups for the Rochester A's, and there's nobody using a walker. Still, 
there's a heck of an age range with this American Legion baseball team. Tuesday, the A's used one of 

their batch of "old" guys to lead the way in the second game of a double-header split with the Rochester 
Patriots at John Adams Middle School. That guy was incoming-college sophomore John Meyer. The 

University of Minnesota-Duluth player had four hits in as many chances, five RBIs, and worked in two 
excellent innings of relief pitching to push the A's to an 11-8 win.

That followed what had been a 6-5 loss to the Patriots in Game 1. Meyer is one of four A's who just 
finished their first year of college. The others are Brad Pfeffer (Rochester Community and Technical 

College), Jared Britson (St. Olaf) and Tyler Wright (Upper Iowa). They're in stark contrast to a couple of 
starters on this team who just completed their first year of high school, Riese Zmolek and Darryl Martin. 

Still, despite the age differences, Meyer feels like he — and everybody else — fits right in on this team.

Meyer chooses not to lord his seniority over on anyone, instead letting his actions speak for him. In 
Game 2, those were loud and clear. "I don't play like that all the time, because in our first game today I 

was 0-for-5," Meyer said with a smile. "But no, I don't try to be vocal. I try to lead by example.“ Meyer 
has also tried to take what he learned while playing for the Duluth Bulldogs, and apply it to what he's 

doing with the A's, who after Tuesday's split are 5-5 overall. He digested plenty that first college season.

"I learned a lot," said Meyer, who also played third base for the A's Tuesday. "I actually learned a lot in 
the first two weeks of playing in college, like if you're late on a pitch at that level, you're going to strike 
out. At the Legion level, you can adjust. But it's not so easy in college.“ Everything looked pretty easy 

for Meyer in that 11-8 win. And he wasn't the only one looking good for the A's. Jordan Jasik and Matt 
Sturchio also had four hits apiece, with Sturchio adding four RBIs. A's coach Blake Kangas believes his 

players are coming along. But with a lineup that's loaded with as many young guys as old ones, his job 
has been cut out. "Our guys have to learn from their mistakes," Kangas said. "It's how they respond to 

those mistakes that matters. Come playoffs (in late July), we're going to have to be ready.

The Patriots got excellent hitting all day from Ryan Lakin. Lakin, who will play at Duluth this fall, had two 
hits in the 6-5 Patriots' win, then added three more in the 11-8 loss. But it was a hustle play by Alex 

Brady that stood out in Game 1 to Patriots coach Terry Heiderscheit. Brady used some aggressive 
baserunning in the sixth inning to push over what proved to be a key run. That made the score 6-4. The 

A's would plate one run in the seventh, making Brady's run a big deal. The evening split made the 
Patriots 4-4 on the season. Like Kangas, Heiderscheit is looking for more consistency from a Patriots 

lineup that is also young. "Our defense needs to get better," he said. "But we've got a number of guys 
who are new to positions.“

Patriots 6, A's 5
A's#211#000#1#—#5#8#1

Patriots#101#301#x#—#6#9#1

A's: Jordan Jasik 2-for-4; Josh Denisen 2-for-3, 2 2B; Brad 

Pfeffer 2-for-3. LP: Matt Sturchio 6 IP.

Patriots: Ryan Lakin 2-for-3, 2 RBIs; Alex Brady 2-for-3, 3B, 2 

R; Aaron Grad 1-for-2, HR; Jack Kall 2-for-3. WP: Matt Broman 

3 IP, 3 H, 1 R.

A's 11, Patriots 8

Patriots#400#301#0#—#8#11#1

A's#202#403#x#—#11#18#2

Patriots: Ryan Lakin 3-for-4, 2B, 2 RBIs; Kaeleb Stangler 2-for-

4, 2B; Tom Mulvey 2-for-4, 2B. LP: Gavin Sandwick 4 IP, 14 H, 8 

R, 8 ER.

A's: Jordan Jasik 4-for-4; John Meyer 4-for-4, 2B, 3 R, 5 RBIs; 

Matt Sturchio 4-for-4, 4 RBIs; Riese Zmolek 3-for-4. WP: Brad 

Pfeffer 5 IP, 10 H, 7 R, 6 ER, 1 BB.

Rochester A's Riese Zmolek dives back to 1st 

after taking a big lead off the base during play 

Tuesday afternoon with the cross-town Patriots. 

The throw is to Patriots Kaeleb Stangler.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Patriots split with La Crosse 
Posted: Monday, June 25, 2012 10:38 pm

The Rochester Patriots used nine-run fourth inning en route to a 13-9 win over La 

Crosse in the first game of a doubleheader in American Legion baseball on Monday.

La Crosse bounced back to win the nightcap 4-1 to earn a split.

Sammy Broman was 2-for-4 with three RBIs in the opener for the Patriots. Kaeleb 

Stangler was 3-for-4 and Zach Schweiters was 2-for-4.

"(We) took advantage of some misplayed balls and had a big fourth inning," Patriots 

coach Terry Heiderscheit said. "We hit the ball pretty well throughout this game.“

In the second game, La Crosse snapped a 1-1 tie with three runs in the sixth inning. 

Thomas Mulvey suffered the loss but Heiderscheidt said he "pitched well in his first 

start this summer.“

Aaron Grad went 2-for-3 for the Patriots.

Patriots 13, La Crosse 9

(First game)

La Crosse#201#100#5#—#9#13#4

Patriots#003#910#x#—#13#12#1

La Crosse: LP: Marx.
Patriots: Kaeleb Stangler 3-for-4; Sammy Broman 2-for-4, 3 RBI; Zach Schweiters 2-

for-4. WP: Alex Brady.

La Crosse 4, Patriots 1

(Second game)

La Crosse#000#013#0#—#4#8#2

Patriots#001#000#0#—#1#5#1
La Crosse: WP: Fage.

Patriots: Aaron Grad 2-for-3. LP: Thomas Mulvey.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Annual Legion tournament features loaded field 
Posted: Thursday, July 5, 2012 7:38 am

The annual Firecracker 92 Legion baseball tournament returns to Rochester this 

weekend, and the 16-team field is loaded with ranked squads and out-of-state teams 

looking for beefed-up competition.

The 16 teams have been split into four pools, and teams will play three games Friday 

and Saturday to determine pool winners. Pool champions advance to the final four 

"Gold Bracket" on Sunday. Semifinals games are at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., and the 
championship game is scheduled for 3 p.m. at a location to be determined. Games are 

being played at John Adams Field (Pool A), Massey Field (Pool B), Century Field (Pool 

C) and the Rochester Baseball Complex (Pool D).

La Crosse, which is one of Wisconsin's top clubs, is in Pool D, along with one of 

Minnesota's best teams — Excelsior, ranked No. 5 in the latest Minnesota Legion 

coaches poll.

Austin and Tri-City Maroon also are in Pool D.

The tournament features three other loaded brackets, though Pool D likely is the 

toughest with both La Crosse and Excelsior. But Bracket C also is loaded. No. 15 Waite 

Park, No. 23 Wayzata and the No. 27-ranked Rochester A's all are in Bracket C along 

with the Northwest Slam Renegades.

The No. 34-ranked Rochester Patriots are in Pool A, along with Onalaska, Wis., the 

Calgary Redbirds and Minneapolis. Pool B consists of the No. 35-ranked Rochester 

Redhawks, St. Paul Park, Lincoln (Neb.) Amigos and Mitchell, S.D.

The Patriots open pool play at 2:30 p.m. Friday against Onalaska, while the Redhawks 

kick things off at the same time against St. Paul Park. The A's open at 2:30 p.m. as 

well, against Wayzata. All three Rochester teams play again at 9:30 a.m. Saturday and 
again at 5 p.m. Saturday.

Teams that do not win their respective pools will play again at either 9 a.m. or 11:30 

a.m. Sunday at sites to be determined.

POOLS

A (John Adams Field) — Rochester Patriots, Onalaska, Wis., Calgary Redbirds, 

Minneapolis. B (Massey Field) — Rochester Redhawks, St. Paul Park, Lincoln (Neb.) 
Amigos, Mitchell, S.D. C (Century Field) — Rochester A's, Wayzata, Northwest Slam 

Renegades, Waite Park Silver Stars. D (Rochester Baseball Complex) — La Crosse, 

Wis., Excelsior, Tri-City Maroon, Austin.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Patriots, 
Firecracker Tournament
Posted: Saturday, July 7, 2012 7:02 am

All three Rochester Legion baseball teams competing in the 
annual Firecracker 92 tournament suffered losses in the 
opening round of pool play Friday night.

The Rochester A's led for much of their game against 

Wayzata. But Wayzata scored in the top of the seventh to tie 
it and got the winning run in the top of the eighth, to top the 
A's 4-3.

John Meyer suffered the loss for the A's, tossing all eight 
innings. He struck out five, walked one and allowed 12 hits.

Matt Sturchio paced the A's (8-8) with a pair of hits, including 
a double, and three RBIs.

The A's face were scheduled to face Northwest Slam of 
Canada at 9:30 a.m. today in the second round of pool play. 

They wrap up pool play at 5 p.m. today against Waite Park. 
All Rochester A's games are at Century High School.

The Rochester Redhawks suffered a 10-5 loss to St. Paul 
Park on Friday.

The Redhawks played Lincoln, Neb., at 9:30 a.m. today and 
conclude pool play at 5 p.m. against Mitchell, S.D. All 

Redhawks games today are at Mayo High School.

The Rochester Patriots couldn't get their bats going Friday 
and dropped a 7-1 decision against Onalaska, Wis.

The Patriots were set to play Calgary at 9:30 a.m. today and 
then wrap up pool play at 5 p.m. against Minneapolis. All 

Patriots games are at John Adams Middle school.

Other scores from Friday's action at the Firecracker 92: 

Excelsior 5, La Crosse 4; Calgary 11, Minneapolis 3; Mitchell 
7, Lincoln 0; Northwest Slam 4, Waite Park 3; Tri-City 4, 

Austin 1.

Pool play wraps up today. Sites for Sunday's playoff games 

will be set after Rochester teams have wrapped up pool play.

Friday

Onalaska 7, Patriots 1

St. Paul Park 10, Redhawks 5

Wayzata 4, A's 3, 8 innings

Excelsior 5, La Crosse 4

Calgary 11, Minneapolis 3

Mitchell 7, Lincoln 0

Northwest Slam 4, Waite Park 3

Tri-City 4, Austin 1

Saturday

Calgary 8, Patriots 5

Redhawks 8, Lincoln 6

A's 13, Northwest Slam 1

La Crosse 10, Tri-City 1

Onalaska 7, Minneapolis 6

Mitchell 2, St. Paul Park 1

Waite Park 1, Wayzata 0

Excelsior 8, Austin 0

Calgary 10, Onalaska 1

St. Paul Park 8, Lincoln 7

Wayzata 14, Northwest Slam 6

Excelsior 8, Tri-City 4

Minneapolis 9, Patriots 1

Mitchell 9, Redhawks 7

Waite Park 6, A's 5

La Crosse 9, Austin 0

Sunday

Championship Bracket

Semifinals

Calgary 8, Mitchell 7

Waite Park 5, Excelsior 4

Finals

Calgary 8, Waite Park 4

Playoffs

St. Paul Park 11, Onalaska 5

La Crosse 9, Wayzata 3

Minneapolis 4, Redhawks 3

A's 11, Tri-City 2

Patriots 16, Lincoln 8

Northwest Slam 9, Austin 0



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Team from Canada takes Firecracker 92
Posted: Monday, July 9, 2012 6:27 am

The Calgary Redbirds traveled the farthest of any team participating in this year’s 16-team Firecracker 
92 Legion baseball tournament.

But the distance, heat and grueling scheduled didn’t seem to bother the Redbirds one bit. They hit the 

ball better than they have all summer and earned their first ever Firecracker 92 title with Sunday’s 
impressive 8-4 win over Waite Park, Minn.

The Redbirds got clutcher hitting throughout the tournament, including 10 hits in Sunday’s title game at 
John Adams Middle School.

“The top and middle of our order usually hit the ball well, but we hit the ball all the way through the 
lineup this entire weekend,” Redbirds manager Bryan Allen said.

The Redbirds are not a true all-star Legion team. They’re made up only of kids from Calgary. Allen said 

53 players tried out for the Calgary Legion system, and those players were split into three teams. The 
Redbirds make several trips to the United States throughout the summer, including stops in Phoenix 

and Montana. They will play a tournament in Minneapolis this week.

“A lot of our players are in the system for a long time and work their way up,” Allen said. “It’s a young 
team. But we do a good job moving players on to college. The hardest part for us is finding teams to 

play, so we have to travel a lot. But we loved this tournament. It’s exactly what we were looking for.”
Alex Bishop provided a good deal of Calgary’s clutch hitting over the weekend. He had the clutch two-
RBI hit that gave Calgary the victory in the semifinals and then smacked two more RBI hits in the finals 

against Waite Park.

“Out of the seven hole, that’s not too bad. He had a great tournament,” Allen said. Travis Wallace and 
Ted Higa also had two hits apiece for the Redbirds, while Trey Grant had a pair of RBIs. Colin Feenstra 

picked up the win on the mound. He struggled early, allowing two runs in the first inning. But Feenstra 
improved as the game went on and worked all the way into the seventh inning.

“With that many games, pitching gets thin, and he’s actually normally our closer so it was a good effort,” 

Allen said. Waite Park found itself in a similar position — low on pitching. It has had an even tougher 
schedule, with 10 games in 10 days, and five more coming in the next five days.

Waite Park used three pitchers in Sunday’s title game, and all three were not regular starters. “It’s 
tough, and we just ran out of gas a little today,” outfielder and pitcher Ethan Carlson said. “But we’re 

playing really well right now. It was a good tournament for us. I feel like we have the potential to get to 
state if we play like this.”

Carlson led Waite Park, going 2-for-3 with two runs scored and a stolen base. He also tossed two 
scoreless innings of relief. Josh Wood added a pair of hits while, Tyler Mueller scored two runs and had 

a stolen base. Brandon Block suffered the loss on the hill for Waite Park. He went two innings, allowing 
six runs (five earned) on five hits and five walks. “We started slow, but we battled back all weekend,” 

Carlson said. “We actually lost our first game but came all the way back, so it was a good tournament. 
We had a lot of fun staying in the hotel together, too.” Waite Park advanced to the finals with a win over 

Excelsior, while Calgary claimed its spot with a win over Mitchell, S.D.

CALGARY 8, WAITE PARK 4
Waite Park#200#000#2#—#4#7#1

Calgary#105#200#x#—8#10#2
WP — Colin Feenstra. LP — Brandon Block.



Rochester Post Bulletin:

Legion Baseball | Patriots 17-8, Owatonna 12-7
Posted: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:28 am

OWATONNA — It was a scoring festival for two of the top teams in the American 

Legion baseball First District on Tuesday.

And it was the Rochester Patriots coming out on top both times. The Patriots beat 

Owatonna 17-12 in the first game of a doubleheader, then won 8-7 in the nightcap.

The Patriots banged out 14 hits in Game 1, as did Owatonna. Rochester was led by 

Aaron Grad, who was a perfect 4-for-4 with five RBIs. Kaebel Stangler was 2-for-5 with 
a home run and four RBIs.

The Patriots also got two key innings of relief pitching from Gavin Sandwick.

In Game 2, the Patriots scored three runs despite managing just three hits. Jack Kall 

go the pitching win, delivering two innings of strong relief.

The Patriots took advantage of 10 walks and four Owatonna errors in the game.

Patriots 17, Owatonna 12

(First game)

Patriots 032 344 1 — 17 14 3

Owatonna 015 015 0 — 12 14 3

Patriots: Aaron Grad 4-for-4, 5 RBIs; Kaeleb Stangler 2-for-5, HR, 4 RBIs; Gavin 

Sandwick 2-for-4; Ryan Lakin 2-for-4; Sammy Broman 2-for-4. WP: Gavin Sandwick.
Owatonna: LP: Homeier.

Patriots 8, Owatonna 7

(Second game)

Patriots000 006 2 — 8 3 3

Owatonna 113 110 0 — 7 9 5

Patriots: WP:Jack Kall.
Owatonna: LP: Buswell.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

One last bit of business for 
Patriots' Lakin
Posted: Thursday, July 12, 2012 5:13 pm 

With all of the thanks he was offering up, it was as if Ryan Lakin had 

just received an award. But you can see his point. Lakin, a 

pitcher/third baseman currently starring for the Rochester Patriots 

American Legion baseball team, has been a do-everything athlete —

and at a high level — for a long time. The 2012 John Marshall 

graduate was a high school rarity: a varsity starter since his 

sophomore year in three sports. That's baseball, hockey and football.

With a terrific blend of size (6-foot-1, 190 pounds), speed and agility, 

Lakin is also freshly removed from a high school baseball season 

that did see him hugely honored. He was named this spring to the all-

state Lions All-Star team. Yes, athletics have been good to Ryan 

Lakin. But the soft-spoken kid who'll play baseball in the fall at the 

University of Minnesota Duluth is immediate in pointing out those 

who have been good to him. After all, he says, they've allowed him to 

flourish.  "I've been surrounded by great coaches and teammates," 

he said.

But it's his parents, former standout athletes Scott and Jan Lakin, 

who Lakin is most indebted to. "I came from an athletic family," he 

said. "But I can't thank my dad enough for what he's done for me. He 

always bought me

Ryan Lakin, who pitches and plays third for the 

Rochester Patriots, drove in eight runs in a 

game against Lincoln (Neb.) last week. 

top-of-the-line equipment, stuff that he didn't have when he was a kid. He gave me tips on how to 

shoot the puck, and he's also been my coach in the weight room. "But he's always been encouraging, always telling 

me to get 'em the next time.“

Lakin has "gotten 'em" more often than not. And did he ever get 'em on Sunday, when he ended the Rochester 

Firecracker Legion Tournament with a fitting bang. Lakin, who's batting .412 this summer, guided the Patriots to a 16-8 

win over Lincoln (Neb.). He did it with a home run, two triples and a staggering eight runs driven in. Lakin also used 

the tournament to hand eventual champion and stellar-hitting Calgary its only loss, pitching the Patriots to an 8-5 win.

Yeah, the kid can play a little bit. "The first time I called him up to the Legion team was the summer before his 

sophomore year," said Patriots coach Terry Heiderscheit, who also directs the JM baseball team. "He ended up 

throwing a one-hit shutout over Yankton (S.D.). It was especially impressive because he didn't even know if he'd be 

playing in the game or not. But once he got out there, it was like he was saying, 'Yeah, I can do this.' “ Lakin recalls 

that game well. It was the start of things. "Actually, I did surprise myself a little bit with that one," said Lakin, who now

throws 85 mph and nicely mixes speeds. "The guys said to throw strikes up there. I did that and let the players around 

me make plays.“

There have been a handful of baseball games through the years that have stood out for Lakin. The Yankton one-hitter 

was one. Sunday's eight-RBI games was another. And then there was the 2-0 win that Lakin pitched this spring over 

Rochester Century and its star Mitch Brown, the best pitcher in the state. Longtime friends and rivals since grade 

school, Brown won this spring's first showdown with Lakin by that same 2-0 score. In JM's win, the 95-mph-throwing 

Brown struck out 17, Lakin nine.

"We were really excited when we won," Lakin said. "Coach ended up telling us to settle down, because we were all 

jumping around.“ Lakin hopes there is one more bit of jumping around before this American Legion season is done. 

After helping JM to Big Nine baseball titles the last two springs, Lakin wants to get his Legion team back to the state 

tournament.

As much as he's eager to get his college life at Duluth going, his heart is still at home, playing for the Patriots. "I'm 

hoping for a trip to state with my teammates," said Lakin, whose Patriots are 5-3 in the First District. "I still have a 

passion for this. I love my coaches and my teammates; that's what makes it all the more fun. And that's what I'm going 

to miss about it when it's over."



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Patriots split at Gopher Classic
Posted: Saturday, July 14, 2012 8:39 am

EDEN PRAIRIE — The Rochester Patriots Legion baseball team split a pair of games 

Friday at the annual Gopher Classic.

The Patriots earned a 10-5 victory over Mankato to kick off the tournament, but they 

suffered a 9-7 loss to Champlin Park in the second game.

Mankato jumped to an early 4-2 lead after three innings in the opening game. But the 

Patriots exploded for five runs in the fifth and added three insurance runs in the 
seventh. Mankato committed three errors in the loss, while Rochester played error-free 

ball.

Ryan Lakin earned the win on the mound. He struck out seven.

Zach Schwieters paced the Patriots at the plate, going 3-for-4. Lakin and Jack Kall had 

two hits apiece.

The Patriots pulled ahead of Champlin Park 7-5 after scoring four runs in the top of the 

sixth, but Champlin Park answered with four runs in its half of the inning and held on 

for the victory. The Patriots managed just five hits but capitalized on several Champlin 

Park miscues.

Sam Broman took the loss on the hill.

"These were a couple of good games," Patriots manager Dutch Heiderscheit said. "We 

had a lead in the second game but didn't hold on. We need to play a little tighter on the 

defensive end to win consistently."



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Patriots go 1-4 in Gopher Classic 
Posted: Monday, July 16, 2012 7:14 am

EDEN PRAIRIE — The Rochester Patriots finished 1-4 in pool play in the Eden Prairie 

division of the Gopher Classic American Legion baseball tournament over the 

weekend.

After splitting two games Friday, the Pats lost 10-2 to Lakeville South and 11-6 to Rapid 

City, S.D., on Saturday and 7-5 to Eden Prairie on Sunday.

"We had a few bad innings in games that cost us," coach Dutch Heiderscheit said. 

"Hopefully playing some decent teams will make us better and will help with the 

upcoming district tournament.“

Aaron Grad was 3-for-4 and Kaeleb Stangler 2-for-3 against Rapid City. Gavin 

Sandwick was 2-for-4 against Eden Prairie.

The team takes a couple of days off before playing Rochester rival Redhawks in a 

Wednesday doubleheader. The Patriots also host Kasson at 5 p.m. Thursday and go to 

Winona for a noon doubleheader on Friday.

Lakeville South 10, Patriots 2

Patriots # 020#00#—#2#3#2

Lakeville #103#6x#—#10#7#1

WP: Levinka. LP: Brady.

Rapid City 11, Patriots 6

Rapid City #206#200#1#—#11#13#1

Patriots #000#420#0#—#6#9#3

WP: Zastrow. LP: Schwieters.

Eden Prairie 7, Patriots 5
Patriots #001#001#3#—#5#6#3

Eden Prairie # 110#212#x#—#7#13#6

WP: Zimmerman. LP: Walker.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Patriots 8, Kasson 5
Posted: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:23 am

The Rochester Patriots scored in each of the first five innings en route to an 8-3 

American Legion baseball victory over Kasson on Thursday at Alumni Field at John 

Adams Middle School.

Kaeleb Stanglerand Jack Kall had two hits each for the Patriots. Kall drove in two runs. 

Hayden Sheeran was 2-for-3 for Kasson.

"It was a good ballgame for us," Patriots coach Dutch Heiderscheit said. "We pitched 

well and hit the ball pretty well.“

The Patriots play Winona tonight in a doubleheader and then Sunday meet the 

Rochester Redhawks; at 5 p.m., they'll finish a game rained out Wednesday (which 

was halted in the bottom of the fourth with the Patriots leading 5-3) and then play a full 

second game.

Patriots 8, Kasson 3

Kasson #002#010#0#—#3#5#3

Patriots #112#220#x#—#8#9#2

WP: Alex Brady. LP: Drake Matuska.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Redhawks 7, Patriots 6, 13 innings 
Posted: Sunday, July 22, 2012 9:38 pm

The Rochester Redhawks rode a strong and marathon pitching outing by Sam Hinsch 

as they slid past the Rochester Patriots 7-6 in 13 innings Sunday in First District 

American Legion baseball.

The game was the continuation of a contest that had been suspended by rain on 

Wednesday. Hinsch pitched all 13 innings.

The Redhawks finished with 15 hits, the Patriots 13. The Redhawks were led at the 
plate by Christian Rosenow and Sam Hinsch, each with three hits. Kaeleb Stangler 

also had three hits for the Patriots.

The Redhawks notched two runs in first, fourth and sixth innings. The young team was 

perfect in the field, with no errors. The Patriots had three.

The teams will play each other again today (5 p.m., at John Adams), with seedings for 
this week's First District tournament being affected. The Patriots will either be the third 

or fourth seed, depending on whether they win. The Redhawks will either be the fifth or 

sixth seed.

It has been assured that the Patriots and Redhawks will meet in the first round of the 

First District tournament, however, Tuesday at John Adams.

Redhawks 7, Patriots 6
Patriots#103#101#000#000#0#—#6#14#3

Redhawks#200#202#000#000#1#—#7#15#0

Patriots: Gavin Sandwick 2-for-6; Aaron Grad 2-for-5; Kaeleb Stangler 3-for-4. LP: 

Thomas Mulvey.

Redhawks: Christian Rosenow 3-for-6; Sam Hinsch 3-for-7; Tate Deach 2-for-5; Brad 

Mathiowetz 2-for-4. WP: Hinsch 13 IP.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball: Rochester playoff preview capsules 
Posted: Monday, July 23, 2012 11:09 am

Rochester Patriots, 13-15

No. 4 seed

The Patriots are talented, but young. The latter has held them back this summer.

"It would be nice to be more consistent," Patriots coach Terry Heiderscheit said. 

"Because we've played a lot of games, we haven't had enough time for practices. It's 
hard to tell right now how we're going to do on defense. We have trouble sometimes 

just making the routine plays.“

What the Patriots have mostly done well is pitch. They've got good arms and a lot of 

them, led by their most experienced player, hard-throwing Ryan Lakin. Lakin is 3-1, as 

is No. 2 pitcher Alex Brady. The Patriots can also rely on Janek Walker and Gavin 

Sandwick, among others.

"We've had six guys who have thrown over 25 innings this summer, so that's good," 

Heiderscheit said.

The Patriots have a "big three" of hitters, all of them batting over .400. They are Aaron 

Grad (.440), Brady (.412) and Lakin (.403).

"They give us good punch," Heiderscheit said.

Still, for his team to win the First District, Heiderscheit knows that it will come down to 

their defense. There, they must go from erratic to dependable.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Heiderscheit, Patriots set to host district Legion 
tourney
Posted: Monday, July 23, 2012 7:04 am

Terry Heiderscheit knew his summer would be crammed full.

There was his American Legion baseball Rochester Patriots team to coach, as well as a 

bunch of morning sessions of basketball to direct for the long-time John Marshall varsity 
girls coach.

But in mid-spring came the announcement that his summer would take on another level of 
crammed. Heiderscheit was informed that the First District American Legion baseball 

tournament would be his to host.

He didn't think he'd have that to do until next summer; it had been on Waseca's plate for 
2012. But when Waseca wound up not fielding an American Legion team this summer, the 
First District event was handed to Heiderscheit, one year early.

After much planning and getting considerable help from volunteers, Heiderscheit is ready to 

go. He'll host an eight-team First District event that begins Tuesday with four games at each 
of the higher seeds, before shifting in earnest to Heiderscheit and his Patriots organization. 
Beginning with Thursday's second round, all games will be played at John Adams Middle 

School, the Patriots' home field. The tournament concludes Sunday with the champion 
headed to state.

This isn't the first time that Heiderscheit — also the John Marshall varsity baseball coach —
has hosted the First District tournament. But doing it again has been a reminder of all that 

goes into it, and how vital it is to have people in and around your organization who are 
willing to help.

"You need to round up a lot of volunteers," said Heiderscheit, who estimates that he has 20 
of them. "You need people to take admissions, people to keep up the fields between games, 

someone to operate the score clock, someone to fill the water coolers. You need people for 
every single game.“

In total, from Thursday on, there will be as many as 11 games. So far, so good with all of 
that. Heiderscheit says that he's blessed to have such willing workers in Rochester, 

particularly parents associated with the Patriots. Two of the best have been right-hand men 
Dave Anderson and Aaron Thompson. 

Anderson is Heiderscheit's assistant coach with the Patriots, while Thompson assists him 
during the JM baseball season.

"Those guys are invaluable because they're baseball guys," Heiderscheit said.

Still, Heiderscheit is quick to add that his list of crucial helpers is far deeper than those two. 
"We've got everything that we're going to need," he said. "The Patriots parents have been a 
really good group. They've spent a lot of time with us."



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Patriots beat Redhawks in playoff tuneup 
Posted: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 6:32 am

The Division I First District American Legion baseball playoffs are scheduled to begin 

today.

Two Rochester teams will have few secrets to hide in an opening-round game.

The Rochester Patriots will play host to the Rochester Redhawks, the Patriots earning 

the higher seed after topping the Redhawks 4-0 on Monday.

Sam Broman pitched well for the Patriots, picking up the victory. He went five innings, 

struck out three batters and walked just one. Janek Walker followed with two innings of 

shutout relief to close the game.

Macayle Neeb suffered the loss for the Redhawks.

The Patriots scored three runs in the bottom of the first and added one in the third. 

They managed four hits, while the Redhawks finished with just three hits.

The teams are scheduled to meet at 5:30 p.m. today at Alumni Field at John Adams 

Middle School in a first-round playoff game.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Defense the key in First District tournament
Defense the key in First District tournament

It used to be a virtual lock that a Rochester team would represent the First District in 

the American Legion baseball state tournament.

The A's went to state forever, followed by the Redhawks squeezing in behind future 

professional player Aaron Senne. Then came the Patriots, advancing in 2008 and '09.

But since? Well, there's been a Rochester drought. Owatonna won the First District 
tournament in 2010, then Albert Lea won it last year.

Which brings us to the present and a First District event that takes place this week, with 

the Patriots and their home field John Adams Middle School serving as hosts.

So, is that Rochester drought on the cusp of being over? Well, no, at least not 

according to the seeds. They suggest that regular-season First District champion Albert 
Lea, led by a batch of players with a year of college under their belts, will be making a 

return trip to state.

But there is also a hint that it could the Patriots. The last two teams to get to state —

Owatonna and Albert Lea — were the First District's hosts when they emerged as 

champions, just as the Patriots are this season.

Still, Rochester's three First District coaches believe it will come down to something 
even more basic than playing on your home field.

They say that this will be all about defense and making the routine play actually look 

routine. If they can do that, Patriots coach Terry Heiderscheit and A's coach Blake 

Kangas believe they have a strong chance to get to state.

But it's a big if. It's been that way all year for all three of Rochester's teams, including 

the extremely young and inexperienced Redhawks.

Defense, in the summer of 2012, has been anything but routine.

Kangas speaks for all three Rochester teams when he says: "Our achilles heel all 

season has been our defense. If we could consistently make the routine play our 

record would be a lot better."



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball | Patriots 10, Redhawks 0
Posted: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 11:28 pm

The Rochester Patriots made it look easy on Tuesday night in the first round of the First 

District American Legion tournament at John Adams Middle School.

The Patriots, seeded third, romped to a 10-0 eight-inning win over the sixth-seeded 

Rochester Redhawks. Games are scheduled for nine innings in the playoffs.

Aaron Grad got the Patriots off to a fast start, blasting a two-run double in the first 
inning. That was part of a four-run frame for his team.

Grad came into the night hitting a robust .440.

"Grad has really turned into a player," Patriots coach Terry Heiderscheit said. "He's 

turned into an accomplished hitter.“

The Patriots also got another fine pitching performance from star Ryan Lakin. Lakin 

went all eight innings and allowed seven hits, walked none and struck out nine.

"Lakin dominated," Heiderscheit said. "He was throwing the ball hard tonight and he 

had good off-speed stuff.“

Christian Rosenow, Brad Mathiowetz and Ryan Martin each had two hits for the 

Redhawks, who fell to 7-22 and won't play again until 10 a.m. Friday in the double-
elimination tournament. The Redhawks play Austin, a 3-1 loser to the Rochester A's on 

Tuesday.

The Patriots take on the second-seeded A's at 1 p.m. Thursday.

Patriots 10, Redhawks 0

Redhawks#000#000#00#—#0#7#6
Patriots#401#000#05#—#10#9#2

Redhawks: Christian Rosenow 2-for-4, Brad Mathiowetz 2-for-4, Ryan Martin 2-for-3. 

LP: Tom Hanson 7 IP.

Patriots: Aaron Grad 3-for-5, 2B; Alex Brady 2-for-5. WP: Ryan Lakin 8 IP, 0 BB, 9 K.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

A's, Patriots prevail in first round
Posted: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 6:32 am

Things played out according to form in the first round of the First District American 

Legion baseball tournament on Tuesday night.

In all of the four games, the higher seed was victorious. In the cases of the three 

Rochester teams, that meant that the second-seeded A's and the third-seed Patriots 

are moving on to the winners bracket. And it it meant that the sixth-seeded Redhawks 

were dropped into the loser bracket.

The A's had just enough hitting to get past No. 7 seed Austin, as they prevailed 3-1. 

Brad Pfeffer was the winning pitcher.

The Patriots, meanwhile, easily took care of the Redhawks, winning 10-0 in a game 

shortened to eight innings. All tournament games are schedule for nine innings.

Ryan Lakin was dominant on the mound for the Patriots and Aaron Grad had three hits.

The A's and Patriots will now meet at 1 p.m. Thursday at John Adams Middle School. 

The Redhawks play Austin at 10 a.m. Friday in the double-elimination tournament, also 

at John Adams.

In Tuesday's other two matchups, No. 1 seed Albert Lea downed No. 8 seed Kasson 

10-2 and No. 4 seed Winona beat No. 5 seed Owatonna 3-0.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Patriots, Redhawks eliminated in First District 
tournament 
Posted: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 6:32 am

The Owatonna baseball team wasn't ready to let go of what happened in early June. That's when Rochester John 

Marshall ended the Huskies' season in the Final Four of the Section One, Class AAA high school tournament. The 

Rockets did it with a drama-filled 2-1 win.

Nearly two months later, Owatonna — now playing American Legion baseball — brought that bad memory with it to the 

First District tournament.

It was all the incentive it needed to play one of its better games of the summer. In the process, it did to the Rochester 

Patriots (JM's summer Legion team) what JM had done to it. It put a cap on the Patriots' season, hanging on for a 5-3 

win in the losers bracket Friday at John Adams Middle School. The Patriots were the third seed, Owatonna No. 5. "(JM) 

ended our school-ball season," said Owatonna big slugger Matt Simon said, who finished with a pair of hits Friday. 

"Yeah, we were definitely thinking about that when we took the field today. We wanted this.“

Maybe nobody wanted it more than Owatonna's starting pitcher, Colton Schock. This was the same fellow who was on 

the mound in that high school elimination game.

Schock was good in that contest, falling just 2-1. But on Friday he wasn't just a good pitcher, tossing a complete-game 

seven hitter, but he was even better as a fielder.

At least twice he robbed the Patriots of potential runs by scooping up rifled grounders that seemed destined to roll into 

center field. Instead of hits and runs, he turned them into outs.

And he wasn't the only one wearing an Owatonna uniform who stole from the Patriots. On an afternoon when 

Owatonna committed five errors, what still managed to stand out by it was all of the big defensive plays it made. That 

enabled them to strand 13 Patriots base runners, and nail a couple of them between third and home, on rundowns. 

Patriots coach Terry Hederscheit gave plenty of credit to Owatonna's defense. But he also watched a painful trend play 

itself out one final time by his team.

"This was kind of how our season has gone all year," said Heiderscheit, who fielded a young, though talented group. 

"We had our chances today, but we made some bad plays. We also had a chance to get some big hits, but didn't get 

them.

"Still, I think our kids grew up this season and learned to play, a lot of them learning new positions.“ The Patriots 

finished with seven hits, while Owatonna had 10. Rochester got a strong showing from Gavin Sandwick, who worked 

all nine innings. Sandwick walked just three and struck out four. He also was one of just two Patriots players with two 

hits. Aaron Grad joined him there.

The Patriots finished their season 14-17 overall.

Owatonna, which also beat Kasson 5-3 on Friday behind a complete game by Dalton Homeier, will play No. 1 seed 

Albert Lea at 1 p.m. Saturday in an elimination game. Albert Lea beat the Rochester Redhawks 12-1 Friday, ending the 

Redhawks' season.

The only unbeaten teams remaining in the tournament are the second-seeded Rochester A's and No. 4 seed Winona. 

They meet at 10 a.m. Saturday in the winners-bracket finals.

The championship is Sunday at 1 p.m., with an if-necessary game to follow at 4 p.m.

Owatonna 5, Patriots 3
Owatonna#300#020#000#—#5#10#5

Patriots#200#000#100#—#3#7#0

Owatonna: Matt Simon 2-for-5, 2B, RBI; Colton Schock 2-for-5, R. WP: Schock 9 IP, 7 H, 3 R, 2 ER, 3 BB, 3 K.

Patriots: Gavin Sandwick 2-for-5, 2 R; Aaron Grad 2-for-5, R, RBI. LP: Sandwick 9 IP, 10 H, 5 R, 5 ER, 3 BB, 4 K.



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Veterans again guide A's past Patriots
Posted: Friday, July 27, 2012 6:52 am 

The Rochester A's are in a nice spot. The American Legion baseball team has experience, with four guys who spent 

this past school year playing college baseball. The A's took good advantage of that Thursday afternoon, riding two of 

them — third baseman Tyler Wright and pitcher John Meyer — to an 8-3 win over the Rochester Patriots in the 

winners-bracket semifinals of the First District tournament at John Adams Middle School.

The second-seeded A's will take their 18-13 record into Saturday's winners-bracket finals, where the'll meet Winona at 

10 a.m. at John Adams. No. 4 seed Winona upset top-seed Albert Lea 7-5 in the other winners-bracket semifinal. The 

championship is slated for 1 p.m. Sunday, with an if-necessary game to follow in the double-elimination state-qualifying 

event. One of the A's key veterans, Wright, definitely had the right stuff Thursday. And it wasn't the first time recently 

that he's shown that. Wright had a pair of hits against the Patriots, including a run-scoring single in a quick game-

changing A's four-run first inning.

Later, in the fifth, Wright blasted a double to right-center field, bringing in another run. A's coach Blake Kangas saw this 

production coming. "Tyler had been on and off this season," Kangas said. "But our last few games he's just been 

reacting instead of thinking at the plate. He's also had a few really good practices in a row, and he's putting the time in 

to get better. "The way he's playing is just a testament that hard works gets you where you want to go.“

The A's want to go to the state tournament. That includes Wright. Even with that year of college under his belt, Legion 

baseball still matters plenty to him.

For Wright, this hasn't just been about having a winning summer, but a teaching one, too. Yes, the A's have four college 

players on their team. But they also have such youngsters as fleet left-fielder Darryl Martin, as well as a batch of other 

high school underclassmen. Wright has made it a point to be there for those players. "It's been good to get to know 

those guys," Wright said. "It's also been fun to be able to show them as much as I know.“

A's 8, Patriots 3

Patriots 000 021 000 

— 3 11 2
A's 400 012 01x — 8 

15 1

Patriots: Alex Brady 
2-for-5; Ryan Lakin 

2-for-5; Aaron Grad 

2-for-5, RBI. 
Pitching: Sam 

Broman 3 IP, 3 H, 1 

R, 1 ER, 2 BB, 1 K; 
LP: Janek Walker 5 

IP, 12 H, 7 R, 7 ER, 

1 BB, 1 K.
A's: Josh Denisen 3-

for-4, 2B, 2 R; Tyler 

Wright 2-for-3, 2B, 2 
RBIs; Jordan Jasik 

2-for-4, 2 R; Brad 

Pfeffer 2-for-4; RBI; 
Matt Sturchio 1-for-4, 

3 RBI; Darryl Martin 

2-for-5, RBI. 
Pitching: Cody 

Jansen 3 1/3 IP, 2 H, 

0 R, 0 ER, 0 BB, 2 K; 
WP: John Meyer 5 

2/3 IP, 9 H, 3 R, 2 

ER, 1 BB, 4 K.

The third-seeded Patriots — who are trying to get to the state tournament 

for the first time since 2009 — never were able to fully dig out of that 4-0 

first-inning hole. The A's tagged Patriots' starting pitcher Janek Walker for 

five hits in the frame. But that wasn't the only problem. "We just didn't make 

enough plays behind (Walker)," Patriots coach Terry Heiderscheit said. 

"We just had to make some plays, and we didn't do it. When you fall behind 

like that, it makes it tough.“ Walker lasted five innings, giving up 12 hits and 

seven runs.

As for Meyer, he was solid in working 5 2/3 innings. He allowed three runs 

(two earned) on nine hits, while walking just one and striking out four. 

Meyer also provided a pair of hits, including a triple. The Patriots (14-16) 

play the winner between Owatonna and Kasson, at 4 p.m. Friday.

Rochester A's John Meyer leaps over 

Zach Schwieters of the Rochester 

Patriots Thursday afternoon July 26, 

2012 at John Marshall Alumni Field 

after forcing him at second on a 

fielders choice. 

Rochester Patriot’s Jake Halverson

Beats out at errant throw Rochester Patriot’s Jake Halverson slides in safely in a 

pick-off attempt to Jared Britson



Rochester Post Bulletin: 

Legion Baseball: First District pairings 
Posted: Sunday, July 29, 2012 9:15 pm

DIVISION I PLAYOFFS FIRST DISTRICT

TUESDAY

At higher seed

Game 1: Albert Lea 10, Kasson 2

Game 2: Winona 3, Owatonna 0

Game 3: Patriots 10, Redhawks 0

Game 4: A's 3, Austin 1

THURSDAY

At John Adams

(Winners bracket)

Game 5: A's 8, Patriots 3

Game 6: Winona 7, Albert Lea 5

FRIDAY
(Losers bracket)

At Mayo H.S.

Game 7: Owatonna 5, Kasson 3

At John Adams

Game 8: Redhawks 12, Austin 4

At John Adams

Game 9: Owatonna 5, Patriots 3
Game 10: Albert Lea 12, Redhawks 1

SATURDAY

At John Adams

(Winners bracket)

Game 11: Winona 4, A's 2

(Losers bracket)

Game 12: Albert Lea 10, Owatonna 2
Game 13: A's 11, Albert Lea 7

SUNDAY

Game 14: A's 9, Winona 7

Game 15: Winona 13, A's 1 (Winona 

advanced to state tournament)


