
Wednesdays in Lent 
Noon, worship – lunch following

Wednesday, March 27  
Journey to the Cross:  
An intergenerational experience 
created by Children, Youth & 
Family Ministries  
(details on page 12.)

Maundy Thursday - March 28 
Worship at noon, 5 & 7 p.m.  
First Communion  
celebrated at 7 p.m. 
Dinner for all: 5:30-6:45 p.m.

Good Friday - March 29  
Men’s Breakfast: 6:30 -8 a.m. 
(details on page 3. ) 
Worship at 7 p.m.

Easter Worship - NEW TIMES 
March 30: 5 p.m. 
March 31: 8, 9, 10 & 11 a.m. 
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t r i n i t y

TODAY

Leave donations on the south side of the Narthex

Trinity small group Confirmation leaders Eric & Patti Olson are  
spearheading a community-wide effort to gather as much food  

for the food shelf  as possible!

St. Croix Valley schools, community organizations, local businesses and 
churches are collecting food at a variety of  sites and events.  

Trinity will collect items through Wed., March 6.

Second Harvest 
will match 
donations  
in March!

Bring 
donations 
to Trinity; 
food will 

go to 
Valley 

Outreach.  

March Food Drive
Month

Feb. 20-March 6

TABLe OF CONTeNTS
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PASTOR DAN
P O F F E N B E R G E R

Greetings! I am sitting at my home 
office as I write this; it is still a 
beautiful winter landscape. The 
cold, wet snow of the weekend has 
brought a damp, blustery Monday. 
It is both cold and beautiful, with 
no hint of the spring that will soon 
arrive. Minnesota in the winter is a 
spectacular, interesting time that brings 
introspection and simple pleasures – a 
fireplace, a warm bowl of soup, a cup 
of coffee, a good pair of boots. I hope 
you have had a wonderful winter 
season. 

Trinity is in full winter swing! 
Mexico missionaries soon will be 
commissioned, Wednesday nights are 
busting at the seams with children and 
adults, lifelong learning is launching 
“Animate” groups right and left. 
Bible studies and women’s Circles 
gather, choirs rehearse, and planning 
is underway for spring and summer 
camps, and even Drive-In worship. 
The busy-ness never really ends at 
Trinity, it just changes seasons!

Today, my heart is full, and mainly 
full from gratitude. Trinity had a 
wonderful weekend of worship and 
fellowship, and I went to bed last night 
happy and grateful. Here are a few 
people and teams and that I am grateful 
for:

•	 Allison	Siburg	was	installed	this	
past weekend at Trinity as Ministry 
Associate and Church Collabora-
tion	Developer.	She	will	be	work-
ing alongside Jody Thone with On 
Purpose Ministry and its many 
offerings. Jody will be working less 
this year with Trinity, and Alli-
son will be a wonderful partner in 
ministry. A significant part of Al-
lison’s responsibility will be to help 
bring some of Trinity’s innovative 
ministries out to a broader audi-
ence within the ELCA and across 
denominations. Allison offers many 
gifts to Trinity and this work; see 
her introductory article on page 4. 

•	 Pastor	TJ	Anderson	has	been	named	
the	Interim	Sr.	Pastor	of	Calvary	
Lutheran in Golden Valley. It is an 
opportunity that TJ is very excited 
about, and we surround him with 
our prayerful support. He has a 
farewell article that you will find on 
page 6. 

•	 Worship	Planning:	This	year,	many	
of the Core Leadership Team and 
others have surrounded our wor-
ship planning process and worked 
hard on theme and the development 
of resources for worship. A few 
examples are the This Steward-
ship Life stories and the “Animate: 
Draw yourself into God’s story” 
resources. I have very much enjoyed 
worship this year, and feel like we 
have made our worship experiences 
more full and complete; thanks to 
all who have made it so.

•	 Animate	Groups:	I	want	to	thank	
Pastor	Siri	and	all	who	have	signed	
up	for	our	many	Animate	Study	
groups - dozens of people are 
meeting in homes to grow together 
in faith and to experience some of 
the best contemporary theologians 
working today - it makes me very 
happy to be a part of a community 
that dives into theology so eagerly. 
Thanks to all who are participating!

•	 Spark	Moments:	Almost	every	
week, I get a chance to interact 
with some of our most important 
members of the Trinity community 
– our kids. I love the adventure, the 
learning and the humor that has 
transpired. I am grateful for the fact 
that this church is a place they un-
derstand as their church and home. 
What a blessing!

•	 Trinity’s	Finance	Team	is	enjoying	
its most productive season ever, 
and providing great counsel and 
wisdom to our finances. Thank you 
for making financial discussions so 
productive (and, enjoyable). There 
are so many wonderful people who 
make Trinity better by applying 
their gifts to our work!

I hope you have a day today that 
is full of God’s presence, and one 
that fills you with gratitude! What a 
wonderful gift this life is!

 

Winter blessings
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MISSION

CARE
M I N I S T R I E S

If you’ve attended worship in the past 
few weeks and/or drawn yourself into 
God’s story via Animate, you know that 
we are in the process of studying the 
Lord’s Prayer. What better way is there 
than to enter into the Lenten season first 
through prayer, and then through the 
study of prayer?

In the near future, I plan on offering a 
three-session seminar on prayer. As this 
goes to print, time, date and place have 
yet to be determined. Please watch for 
more information soon.

Also, I invite you to join the prayer 
team as we gather each Tuesday at 
1 p.m. in the Narthex. This is an 

intercessory prayer group that prays 
for all who have requested prayer and 
for perceived needs of the community, 
our country and the world. If praying 
with a team is not for you, you can still 
pray on your own for those in need via 
the prayer chain. For more information 
about the prayer chain, please  
contact Jan Most at 436-7264 or 
janlynnmost@comcast.net.

In the meantime, I leave you with a 
portion of a Lenten prayer from  
Ted Loder in his book of poetry, 
Guerrillas of Grace.

Catch Me in 
My Scurrying
Catch me in 
my anxious 
scurrying, Lord, and hold me in this 
Lenten season:

Hold my feet to the fire of your grace 
and make me attentive to my mortality 
that I may begin to die now to those 
things that keep me from living with 
you and with my neighbors on this 
earth; to grudges and indifference, to 
certainties that smother possibilities, to 
my fascination with false securities, to 
my addiction to sweatless dreams, to my 
arrogant insistence on how it has to be; 
to my corrosive fear of dying someday 
which eats away the wonder of living 
this day and the adventure of losing my 
life in order to find it in you. Amen.

Pastor Candee

GROUPS
& T E A M S

Bridge for Trinity 
FIRST Monday of month, 
8:45 a.m.-noon 
$5 donation
Bridge-playing women 
of all levels are invited to 
play bridge for fun and to 
raise money for Trinity. All are welcome! 
Coffee provided. No advance notice 
required. Contact Jan Pritchard via email at 
bridgefortrinity@gmail.com or 439-9008 with 
questions.

Speaker: 

Legendary Sid Hartman 

from Star Tribune & WCCO!

Register online @ www.trinitylc.org

Visit on Facebook @ http://www.facebook.com/mvp.trinitylc

Contact Todd Fultz @ 612-325-5500 (prefers text messages)  
or via email @ toddfultz@me.com with questions.

Good Friday Men’s Breakfast
Fri., March 29, 6:30-8 a.m. 
Garden Room 
Guest Speaker: Tim Coltvet
“The Crucifixion according to Peter” 
Suggested donation: $5 
Sign	up	in	the	Commons	or	contact	Jeannie	
Wendorf at jwendorf@trinitylc.org or ext. 111. 
Direct event questions to Jerry Nelson at  
gan1@comcast.net or 439-7814.

Tue., March 5  •  6-8 p.m.  •  Garden Room
Menu: Vittorios Traditional Italian Meal

Cost: $25
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WELCOME
N E W  S T A F F

Allison Siburg, 
Ministry Associate and  
Church Collaboration Developer 
Allison was welcomed to the Trinity 
staff	in	mid-January.	She	is	from	
Issaquah, WA, and as a Pacific 
Northwest native she loves coffee!

Allison is helping develop ways to 
share On Purpose Ministries and 
Building Your Personal Theology with 
other churches. Working closely with 
Jody	Thone	and	Siri	Erickson	to	build	
partnerships and networks outside of 
Trinity, she hopes to share and build 
on these unique ministries with a much 
wider audience. 

At Pacific Lutheran University (‘09) in Tacoma, WA, Allison studied 
religion and women’s and gender studies and met her husband, 
Timothy. Through classes and student leadership she became inspired 
to	be	a	theologian	and	study	the	overlapping	of	faith	and	life.	She	
earned her Master of Arts in systematic theology from Luther 
Seminary	in	May	2012.	

Allison lives with her husband, Timothy, and their cat, Buddy, in 
St.	Paul.	She	is		looking	forward	to	meeting	everyone	and	doing	
ministry at Trinity!

Melissa 
Gubricky
Childcare 
Coordinator
Melissa Gubricky 
has joined the 
Trinity Children’s 
Ministries Team 
as the Childcare 
Coordinator.	She	
will be overseeing 
the Nursery on 
Sunday	mornings	
and the childcare 
component of the 

Hearts	of	Home	Moms	program.	She	comes	
to us with experience managing childcare 
and social service programs and has also 
been	a	Shepherd	Leader	at	Trinity.		Melissa,	
her husband and three children have been 
members of Trinity since 2008.

Susan Auspos
Interim Student 
Ministries Worship 
Coordinator
Susan	Auspos	has	
joined the Children, 
Youth and Family 
Ministries Team as 
the part time Interim 
Student	Ministries	
Worship Coordinator. 
She	is	responsible	for	
designing, leading, 
teaching and coaching 

students to create worship bands for youth 
programs.	Susan	will	be	overseeing	rehearsals	
for youth musicians and helping them to 
understand	worship,	and	lead	others.	Susan	is	an	
accomplished pianist, harpist and vocalist with 
lots of experience in performance, teaching and 
leading musicians.

Alex Jackson
Student Ministries Coordinator 
Alex Jackson has joined the 
Trinity Children, Youth and 
Family	Team	as	part	time	Student	
Ministries Coordinator. In this 
role, Alex provides support and 
assistance to the CYF staff in 
the areas of Junior and senior 
high ministry as well as helping 
Children’s Ministry with prep 
and set up.  Alex has a contagious 
smile and “can do” attitude that is 
so great in working with kids of all ages. He comes 
to us with experience working at camp WAPO and 
is currently a student at Century College.



We love, 
because 
God first 
loved us  

In 1984 I thought 
I found the perfect 
Valentine’s card for my 
parents. It said:

Mom and Dad, 

To wish you a 
Happy Valentine’s 
Day I would

Climb the highest 
mountain

Ford the deepest 
stream…

Collapse, exhausted 
and muddy, on your 
carpet.

Feeling that it captured 
both my immense love and 
gratitude for them, and the 
unconditional love and support 
they’ve always given freely, this has 
become the “perpetual” card. After 
Valentine’s Day, my parents put the 
card back in the envelope and gave 
it back to me. I put it away and give 
it back to them every few years, 
adding the date and a note. Twenty 
years after the first presentation of 
the card, I added: “but now I’d clean 
up my mess afterwards.” Each time 
the card is shared it’s special all over 
again.

The one thing that most amazes 
me about love is that it multiplies 
as it is shared. We aren’t given a 
finite amount of love in this life, to 
be divided among a very carefully 
chosen few. How fortunate for us 
that God has not limited the love 
and grace God, first, gives freely to 
us! We are given the great privilege 
and responsibility to grow that love 
by sharing it with others, freely and 
without obligation or expectation. 

Fortunately we don’t have to climb 
the highest mountain or ford the 
deepest stream to let others know 
they are loved. Love takes many 
forms, many of them without 

by Michele Hermansen
michele 2255@gmail.com

words. This month I encourage 
each of us to “think outside the 

Valentine’s card” and delight the 
people in our lives with simple and 
heartfelt gifts of love and generosity. 

Ordinary days become quite 
extraordinary when we love the 

way God first loved us  
(1 John 4:19). 

Here are some ideas for 
starters:

•	 Give	the	cashier	in	the	
cold parking lot booth a 
cup of hot chocolate

•	 Write	a	note	to	the	manager,	 
providing recognition for the person 
in the drive-through window who 
always has a smile in their voice

•	 Write	a	card	telling	someone	why	
they’ve always been special to you

•	 Call	someone	just	to	say	hello	
and be a caring listener

•	 Do	another	family	 
member’s normal chores 
one day

•	 Thank	a	volunteer	who	gives	gener-
ously and humbly year after year

•	 Bring	a	cup	of	soup	
to the co-worker 
pushing through a 
deadline

Good and gracious God, 
open our hearts to your abundant love 
that we may reflect it brightly with great 
joy and generosity. Amen.

5

— growing in the grace of giving —

Hearts

LIVES

Grateful
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Pastor TJ takes interim  
pastor position
As I think about the people 
of Trinity, this scripture from 
Philippians comes to mind, “I thank 
my God every time I remember you. 
In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident 
of this, that God who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.”

After a great 
deal of prayer 
and searching 
for God’s 
will, I have 
decided not 
to return 
to Trinity 
after my 
sabbatical, 
and have 
taken an 
opportunity 
to be the 

Interim	Sr.	Pastor	at	Calvary	
Lutheran Church in Golden Valley. 
Calvary will help grow my strengths 
and abilities and give me the 
opportunity to preach the Gospel.

It has been an honor and a gift for 
me to be one of your pastors. We 
have experienced life, mission and 
ministry together. I am grateful for 
you and the time we have partnered 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
have seen so many lives transformed 
by God through camps, retreats 
and small groups. As we studied 
the Bible, learned about the love of 
Jesus and responded to the invitation 
of a personal relationship, we 
experienced life. 
Thank you for our time together and 
the opportunity to be part of your 
lives.

In Christ Jesus, 
TJ Anderson

STEWARDS OF GOD’S ABUNDANCE
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On my journey with God, there have been 
a few twists and turns. You see, I’m not 
from Minnesota. I am from Issaquah, WA, 
which is about 20 minutes from downtown 
Seattle	and	23	hours	and	12	minutes	from	
the	front	door	of	Trinity	in	Stillwater.	
For college, I went to Pacific Lutheran 
University in Tacoma, WA, and I had a 
ton of fun in religion classes and hanging 
out with friends, especially one friend 
in particular, Timothy, who became my 
husband just a couple years ago. Discerning 
God’s call for us to the Midwest, just ten 
days after our wedding at his home church, 
we packed up the U-Haul and headed east 
to	St.	Paul	to	start	our	graduate	degrees	at	
Luther	Seminary.	Along	with	my	family,	
Timothy’s college roommate, Tyler, came 
with us to help us unpack and move in. 

As we settled into our first apartment, 
we had to buy a couch. Timothy and 
Tyler found a great one at a Big Lots in 
Brooklyn Center, but they wanted me to 
see it before they purchased it because a 
couch is a pretty big expense. Completely 
new to the Twin Cities, I trusted my 
speedy	GPS	device	to	get	me	there	because	
I had never heard of Brooklyn Center 
before.	Somehow	I	ended	up	in	downtown	
Minneapolis by a huge cathedral-type 
church, by a huge spoon, which confused 
me. I was so lost and tired, that I ended up 
calling Timothy in tears. He assured me 
that I was fine and he helped me find my 
way to Brooklyn Center, albeit a few hours 
late. 

But the question remained with me that 
day – how was I cut out for this? Who tries 
to navigate a new city, half-way across the 
country, just days after getting married, let 
alone someone who is starting a graduate 
program just days later? Why can’t it be 
easier to follow God’s call in my life?  
How do we navigate the twists and turns 
we often find ourselves in on our journeys 
with God?

When I started asking questions about my 
purpose and what my gifts are, I found 
myself in places I never expected. I am 
so thankful for people in my life that 
have pointed out to me the attributes of 
myself that I had such trouble seeing. 
The	StrengthsFinder™	assessment	has	
been helpful in naming and claiming 
my gifts – empathy, individualization, 
connectedness, woo and belief. Through 
these I have learned that I really do have 
a gift for giving people hope and helping 
them understand themselves as capable 
and lovable children of God. I’ve taken a 
number of leaps of faith to discover and 
use these gifts, even moving all the way to 
Minnesota! I truly believe it’s in the twists 
and turns of life that I’ve discovered my 
gifts and purpose. I can’t wait to see what 
will lie ahead in my journey with God at 
Trinity Lutheran Church!

“ I  TRU ly 

B El I E vE  IT ’ S  IN 

ThE T WI STS 

AND TURN S OF 

l I FE  ThAT I ’ vE 

D I SCOvERED 

My G I F TS  AND 

PURPOSE .”

JOB
O P P O R T U N I T y

Hearts of the Home child care helpers wanted
If you love kids, we need you!  
We are seeking child care helpers from 9:15-11:15 a.m. on the first, third and fifth 
Wednesday	of	each	month,	September	through	May,	during	Hearts	of	the	Home	
Moms. Dates for the spring session are Feb. 20; March 6 & 20; April 3 & 17;  
May 1 & 15. This is a paid position. Please contact Melissa Gubricky at 715-222-5290 
if you are interested. 

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE
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LIFELONG
l E A R N I N G

Old Testament Great 
Course
Sundays through April 28 
10:30-11:30 a.m. – Garden Room
No cost. Come when you can.
Has the Old Testament always 
puzzled you? Are you curious 
about how to interpret some of the 
key Old Testament stories? Take 
a deep academic dive into the best 
research and thinking about key 
Old Testament stories. This class 
is for the intellectually-curious 
learner. No experience in Old 
Testament study is required. The 
Great Course lecturer is Professor 
Amy-Jill Levine.  
Led by Anne Salo

Feb. 17  King David

Feb. 24  From King 
Solomon	to	
Preclassical 
Prophecy

March 3  The Prophets and 
the Fall of the 
North

March	10		 The	Southern	
Kingdom

March 17  Babylonian Exile

March 24 & 31 No class due to  
Palm	Sunday	and	
Easter Worship 
Celebrations

April 7  Restoration and 
Theocracy

April 14  Wisdom Literature

April 21  Life in the 
Diaspora

April 28  Apocalyptic 
Literature 

 

The History of Christianity Great Course
Tuesdays through May 14 
6:30-8 p.m. – Room 108B; $10 
Follow the trajectory of Christianity from its 
beginnings as a “cult of Jesus” to its rise as the 
largest and most global religious tradition in 
history. Explore the nature and role of faith, the rich diversity of Christian 
experience and theology, and the impact that Christianity has had on our 
world. No experience in the study of Christian history is necessary.  
The Great Course lecturer is Professor Luke Timothy Johnson.  
Led by Anne Salo 

Making Sense of the Cross online class
$10 course fee 
View the five course webcasts at your convenience from 
your home computer anytime before March 11
Drawing from his recent and popular book,  
Making Sense of the Cross, Professor David Lose will 
lead you through an exploration of what the cross 
and resurrection have meant to Christians over the 
past 2000 years. This course is a webcast of a live class 

taught	at	Luther	Seminary	in	St.	Paul.	

For	questions	or	more	information,	contact	Pastor	Siri	Erickson	at	
serickson@trinitylc.org or ext. 113. 

Register for all classes online at www.trinitylc.org

Sunday morning Animate faith group open to all 
Sundays through March 17 
9:30-10:15 a.m. – Living Room 
Come	when	you	can;	films	are	new	each	week.	If	Sundays	don’t	work,	and	
you are still looking for an animate faith group, many other groups exist. 
Visit	www.	trinitylc.org	for	group	listings	or	contact	Pastor	Siri	Erickson	
at serickson@trinitylc.org or Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@trinitylc.org



MISSION
M I N I S T R I E S

Tom Thiets
Director of Missions

MISSION
updates

As our weather hopefully 
begins to transition toward 
spring, I want to take a 
moment to reflect about the 
possibilities that lay before us 
when we answer God’s call 
to serve. I pause and wonder 
about the life journeys that will 
change as we are about to begin 
our Community Meal Packing 
event on February 16 and then 
the	annual	Senior	High	Mexico	
Mission experience in March. 
How will saying “yes” to serve 
alter the lives of those who 
serve and those who support?

This month I offer two stories 
of change after answering 
God’s call.

- One is the recognition of  
Dr. Mark & Linda  
Jacobson’s mission in  
Arusha, Tanzania.

- The other is from Trinity 
Missions Alumni  
Association member  
Denis Larsen.

Read, reflect, and prayerfully 
consider your next mission 
opportunity.

Blessings, Tom Thiets
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One of Trinity’s mission partners in 
Tanzania, Dr. Mark L. Jacobson, MD, 
MPH, has been awarded the  
2013 Dr. Nathan Davis International 
award in Medicine. Dr. Mark, along 
with his wife, Linda, have been building 
public health capacity in East Africa 
for more than 30 years. They have 
spent two decades transforming a small 
dispensary in the outskirts of Arusha, 
Tanzania	into	the	Selian	Lutheran	
Hospital, which now encompasses 
10 buildings, 250 employees and 
12	physicians.	Through	the	Selian	
Hospital, Dr. Jacobson has provided 

care for thousands of marginalized and 
disabled people, as well as the nomadic 
Maasai people, including specialized 
care for women suffering from obstetric 
fistulas, children with orthopedic 
problems and individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS.	Dr.	Jacobson	developed	a	
school for educating Assistant Medical 
Officers, and under his guidance, scores 
of young doctors, nurses and techs have 
received training. 

In 2005, Dr. Jacobson spearheaded 
the fundraising and planning efforts 
to build a second hospital, the Arusha 
Lutheran Medical Center, which now 
offers inpatient and outpatient services 
to Arusha’s urban population. 

Dr. Jacobson grew up at Trinity, 
attended Harvard College, medical 
school at the University of Minnesota, 
and then prepared in Public Health 
at Johns Hopkins University. His 
most recent passion, as a founding 
member and Board Chair of the African 
Palliative Care Association, has been 
leadership in the nascent development 
of Hospice and Palliative Care across 
Africa. Your continued prayer and 
support is graciously appreciated. 

Dr. Mark Jacobson awarded 
international honors 
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Food Shelf Holy Week 
opportunity 
March 25, 27 & 29 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
1911 Curve Crest Blvd.
Trinity is scheduled to volunteer 
at the food shelf during Holy 
Week. You have the opportunity 
to assist clients with shopping or 
stock shelves. If you would like 
to help, please leave a message 
with Kathy Hagen at 426-7176 or 
sprucehaagen@comcast.net and she 
will get back to you in early March. 
The food shelf can always use 
donations of meal soups, sugar and 
shampoo, too!

Greetings from Mexico,

My name is Denis Larsen. I am a 
member of the Trinity Missions 
Alumni Association.

I currently live in Valladoild, Yucatan 
Mexico. The story of how I came to 
live in Mexico begins with a mission 
trip.

In 1990 I was living in New Jersey 
and traveled back to the Midwest for 
a family reunion. At this reunion I 
was exposed to a Trinity Lutheran 
mission trip. Tom Thiets showed 
me photographs of large groups of 
students posing for a group photo at 
a Bible camp or a worksite in Mexico. 
He asked if I would like to come 
along on one of the trips. My first and 
only thought was “Help chaperone 60 
kids? Are you crazy?” 

A few years later, eight people from 
my home church of Christ Lutheran 
of Woodcliff Lake, NJ, including 
me, tagged along with a group that 
Tom was leading from Long Island 
Lutheran	High	School	(LuHi).	
This trip was organized and led 
by Tom and a team of experienced 
missionaries from Trinity, through the 
non-profit organization Mano Amiga  
(www.manoamiga.net).

It was my first trip anywhere in 
Mexico other than a border town, and 
I was blown away. I fell in love with 
the people of Yucatán, the climate, 
the food and the culture. I fell in love 
with Mano Amiga and their mission. 
This experience had challenged me 
to explore my faith at a new level. 
It was no longer simply reading and 
reflecting. It was real. It was face-to-
face with the home owners and my 
fellow team members. I learned that 
my preconceived ideas of “what is 
right” were not always right.

In 1994 I 
organized the 
second mission 
experience from 
my church in 
New Jersey, and I 
also joined Trinity 
for the first time 
to work with 
them on their 
March mission 
trip. I was then 
invited to assist on Trinity’s planning 
trip in October. 

The following year, 1995, was shaping 
up similar to 1994, with another trip 
with a group from my church in NJ, 
and serving with Trinity again for their 
week, when my plans changed once 
again. I was invited to help lead a group 
from a church in Kansas. 

Before I really understood what was 
happening, I was serving on five 
mission trips a year in the Yucatán! 
So,	little	by	little,	I	found	that	I	was	
spending almost six weeks a year in 
Mexico. My life had changed. My faith 
had changed. I was building homes, 
helping people, exploring my faith 
while serving alongside groups from 
Minnesota (Trinity ), Colorado, Kansas, 
New York, and Wisconsin.

I found myself desiring a place to stay 
in the Yucatan before and after mission 
trips, so I rented a small apartment 
on Isla Mujeres. This small apartment 
became the home base for many 
mission trips when we expanded the 
mission experience to include building 
homes on Isla Mujeres. I eventually 
built a larger apartment over a friend’s 
house on Isla so the mission had a place 
to store supplies and tools. 

Amazingly, my tiny apartment kitchen 
became the place to make breakfast 
burritos for Trinity’s mission teams of 
about 100 people when we worked on 
the island. 

Over the years the most compelling 
and magnetic attractions have been the 
people of Yucatán, the relationships that 
were built, and the connections I have 

made with missionaries from around the 
USA.	My	time	of	serving	in	the	Yucatan	
has given me an incredible number of 
significant memories. 

I now live in the Yucatán full time and 
as part of the community I get invited to 
weddings, funerals, birthday parties, and 
baptisms. I own and operate a small bed 
and breakfast, Casa Hamaca Guesthouse  
(www.casahamaca.com). 

So,	this	is	how	much	my	life	journey	
changed. It all started when I said 
“yes” to serving on a mission trip. My 
mission experiences have provided 
a deeper understanding of my faith 
and relationships, and a broader 
understanding of community.

I encourage everyone to faithfully say 
“yes” to your next mission opportunity, 
and prepare for a journey of a lifetime.

Peace, Denis Larsen



Wed., March 27, 6 p.m.
OPEN to ALL ages! 
Children under age 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult.

This free intergenerational 
experience and journey to the 
cross during Holy Week comes 
alive as we traverse the lower level 
of Trinity in and out of various 
Bible scenes with characters, 
videos, sights, smells, sounds and, 
of course, tastes. Reservations are 
required; contact Christine Lande 

at cmlande@trinitylc.org or ext. 125 by  
Sun.,	March	24.	Please	reply	with	the	number	
of people attending, your first and last name, 
and an email or telephone number. 

CHILDREN’s
M I N I S T R I E S
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Learning U
pdate

First Communion class
Sun., Feb. 17, noon-1:30 p.m.
Lunch from 11:30 a.m.-noon
Garden Room; $15/student
First communion celebrated  
MAUNDY Thursday, March 28
Dinner at 5:45 p.m.
Worship with Communion at 7 p.m.
Children ages five and older are 
invited to attend First Communion 
training and then a celebration. 
Contact Christine Lande at 
clande@trinitylc.org or ext. 125 
to register. Parents, siblings, 
grandparents or godparents are 
welcome to attend; at least one 
adult must accompany students. 

JOURNEY

CROSS
to

the

Easter Celebration

Youth & Family  
Pancake Breakfast

Sun., March 24, 8:30 a.m.-noon
Garden Room

Bring your appetite and enjoy 
the company of friends! 

Proceeds benefit students 
attending camp this summer.

Your Family Compass
Tue., Feb. 26, 5:30-7:30 p.m. – Garden Room
A compass helps you find your way, and Jenny Hanlon, 
teacher, consultant, and author of the book, Your Family 
Compass, will help you chart the direction you want 
for your family. LADC invites Trinity families to a 
presentation by Jenny on how to empower you and 
your children so you can have a more peaceful family 
life and begin to create your own family compass.  

Our Bible story for the 
month of February is  
“The Lord’s Prayer” found 
in Matthew 6:5-15. We are 
experiencing and learning 
the essence of why Jesus 
taught us this prayer 
through art, Bible games 
and music workshops.

Summer W.O.W. (World of Wonder) Camps
For children 16 months to 5-year-old Pre-K Preschoolers
•	 Each	week	includes	Spanish	Enrichment,	Emerging	
Literature,	Social	Studies	and	Math	activities

•	 Nationally-accredited	program	with	licensed	teachers
•	 New	lessons	daily
•	 Siblings	receive	25%	off	tuition
•	 Flexible	ala	carte	schedules	available	with	half-	and	 

full-day options
•	 Children	bring	lunches;	LADC	provides	milk	&	snacks.	

LADC will also provide a “pizza party” lunch each 
week (day will rotate each week)
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YOUTH
M I N I S T R I E S

Come and experience Jesus through 
awesome music, genuine friendship  

and by exploring relevant issues  
of life and faith. 

Look for The River on Facebook and  
Twitter @TheRiverTLC

Mexico Mission 2013  
Missionary Meeting
Sun., Feb. 24, noon-1:30 p.m. – Garden Room

Missionary commissioning services
Sun., March 3, 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
The	trip	is	almost	here!	On	Sunday,	March	3	Trinity	will	be	commissioning	
90 missionaries to travel Chuburna, Mexico to build roofs and change lives! 
Please join us in celebrating what God is going to do through this trip and the 
missionaries that will be the hands of God. 

Timberwolves game and concert event
Sun., Feb. 24, 1:30-7 p.m.
For students in grades 10-12
Cost: TBA
If you like basketball and music then this event is for you! After watching the 
T-Wolves	vs.	the	Golden	State	Warriors,	we	will	stay	in	the	Target	Center	for	a	
concert by contemporary Christian band For King and Country. If interested, 
contact Cory Jones at ext. 144 or cljones@trinitylc.org.

This is the last all missionary 
meeting. At this meeting 
we will answer any 
remaining questions, collect 
all remaining money and 
outstanding paperwork and 
provide missionaries with 
necessary flight information. 
Parents/guardians are 
welcome to attend.    

Sky Zone fun
For students in grades 10-12
Fri., Feb. 22, 6-8 p.m., Sky Zone in Oakdale
Meet at Trinity at 5 p.m. to carpool; 
return about 8:30 p.m.
Bring your friends for a jumping good time at 
Skyzone	in	Oakdale.	Contact	Cory	Jones	at	ext.	144,	
or cljones@trinitylc.org with questions. No sign up 
required.

Student worship and music workshop
For grades 7-12
Mon., Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Led by Phil Kadidlo & Carol Carver
If you sing or play an instrument, or are interested 
in singing or playing an instrument, come to this fun 
workshop. From this workshop we will be forming 
new music groups and ensembles to serve at Trinity 
for worship, outreach and jamming! To register (or 
have questions) send your name/grade/instrument(s) 
to	Susan	at	sauspos@trinitylc.org	or	call	612-590-3142.

7:30-9 p.m. – Garden Room
For students in Grades 10-12

mexico
2013

MISSION

Confirmation Update: 
Meal night a success!
The first of two Confirmation 
Family Meals took place on 
Wednesday, January 30. In lieu of 
having organized Confirmation 
at Trinity, young adults and 
parents of Confirmation small 
groups gathered for a meal and 
conversation together in homes. 
This first-of-its-kind night of 
fellowship was designed to give 
small groups a fun and relaxed 
atmosphere to continue building 
relationships and encouraging the 
faith of the young people in our 
lives. The second Confirmation 
Family Meal takes place on 
Wednesday, April 24 at Trinity.  
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Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s	van	is	available	for	the	Sunday,	 
9 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation. Please call the  
Church Office at 439-7400 between  
9 a.m. Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday 
to reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times for senior residences if you 
have reserved a seat:
 8:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing  
   at the main entrance
 8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
 8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
 8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
 8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons

Trinity website Trinity giving
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TODAY
T R I N I T y

WORSHIP WORSHIP

TRINITY

O P P O R T U N I T I E S A T T E N D A N C E

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Jan. 26 & 27
5 p.m. ............ 88 
9 a.m. .......... 251
10:30 a.m. ... 293

Jan. 19 & 20
5 p.m. ............ 88 
9 a.m. .......... 288
10:30 a.m. ... 245

•	Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12)

• Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Evening Worship, Communion

• Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Traditional Worship, Nursery, 
Communion

•	Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
The WALK  
Contemporary Worship, Nursery, 
Communion

FLOWeRS
•	 Jan.	26-27:	In	loving	memory	of	

daughter, Sabine Bugs, on her  
birthday, given Ken & Ute Erickson

•	 In	memory	of	Carolyn Goulette, on 
her birthday, given by her family

•	 Marilyn Schmoeckel, whose brother, 
John Moody, passed away on Jan. 21

•	 Sally Sletten, whose husband,  
Phillip	Sletten,	passed	away	on	 
Jan. 15

•	 Phyllis Rydeen & Sandy Holcomb, 
whose daughter and sister,  
Susan	Howe,	passed	away	on	Jan.	27

SYMPATHY

Feb. 2 & 3
5 p.m. ............ 74 
9 a.m. .......... 257
10:30 a.m. ... 214

Feb. 9 & 10
5 p.m. ............ 73 
9 a.m. .......... 226
10:30 a.m. ... 199

•	 Phyllis	Rydeen	and	Sandy	Holcomb,	whose	daughter	
and	sister,	Susan	Howe,	
passed away on Jan. 27

Form & payment must be  
turned in by Sun., March  17

Easter memorials • Local & Missional  
Benevolence Gift Opportunities

In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Easter, we welcome donations toward an  
Easter Garden. However, we would love to have the majority of the memorials/honors directed toward 
Local	&	Missional	Benevolences	such	as	the	St.	Croix	Chaplaincy,	Valley	Outreach,	etc.	Donor	names	will	be	
printed in the Easter bulletins. Please fill out the form below and either bring it to the Church Office, mail it, 
or place it in the offering plate.  
		Local	Benevolences	(St.	Croix	Chaplaincy,	Valley	Outreach,	etc.)			$	___________________

		Easter	Garden	(suggested	donation	$15)			$	________________

In	memory	of	__________________________________		In	honor	of	__________________________________

Given	by	_________________________________________________________________________

Phone	#		(_______)_____________________________		Total	amount	enclosed	$	____________
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Fri., February 15
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
	 10:30	a.m.	 Boutwells	Sr.	Communion
	 1:15	p.m.	 Rivertown	Commons	Sr.	Communion
 5 p.m. Mexico Mission Meal Packing/Bowling
 Sat., February 16
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meetin: Luther Hall
 9:30 a.m. The Artist’s Way: Libr. Conf. Rm
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION
	 7:30	p.m.	 St	Olaf	Choir	concert:	Worship	Center
Sun., February 17
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY 
	 9	a.m.	 Sunday	Learning	(3	yrs-Gr6):	Lower	Lvl
 9:30 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY	
 10:30 a.m. Couples Group: Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m. Old Testament Course: Garden Rm
 11:30 a.m. 1st Communion Inst./Lunch: Garden Rm
 11:30 a.m. River Band Rehearsal: Garden Rm
Mon., February 18
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 10	a.m.	 Student	Music	Workshop:	Worship	Ctr
 11 a.m. Rebekah Circle: Library
 4 p.m. Cong. Council meeting: Office Conf. Rm
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells rehearsal: Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai-Chi: Gym
 6:30 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Personal Theology-God: Living Rm
 Tue., February 19
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Rm	108B
 11 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. History of Christianity: Rm 108B
	 6:30	p.m.	 Making	Sense	of	the	Cross:	Living	Rm
 7 pm. WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
 Wed., February 20
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
	 10:15	a.m.	 Linden	Sr.	Communion
 Noon WORSHIP/Lunch
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs
 5 p.m. “New” Band Rehearsal: Gym
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
  Confirmation (Gr7-9) Meal Packing
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Garden Rm
Thu., February 21 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Narthex
Fri., February 22 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 10	a.m.	 Raymie	Johnson	Sr.	Communion
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
	 1:15	p.m.	 Oak	Ridge	Sr.	Communion
Sat., February 23
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 9:30 a.m. The Artist’s Way: Libr. Conf. Rm
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION
 8 p.m. Valley Chamber Chorale concert
Sun., February 24
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY 
	 9	a.m.	 Sunday	Learning	(3	yrs-Gr6):	Lower	Lvl

 9:30 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY	
 10:30 a.m. Old Testament Course: Garden Rm
 11:30 a.m. River Band Rehearsal: Garden Rm
 Noon Mexico Last Minute Mtg: Garden Rm
 Mon., February 25
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Personal Theology-God: Living Rm
 6:30 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
	 7	p.m.	 GLOW	Bible	Study:	Off-site
 Tue., February 26
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Rm	108B
 11 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. History of Christianity: Rm 108B
	 6:30	p.m.	 Making	Sense	of	the	Cross:	Living	Rm
 7 pm. WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., February 27
 6:30	a.m.	 Men’s	Bible	Study:	Rm	108B
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 Noon WORSHIP/Lunch
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs
 5 p.m. “New” Band Rehearsal: Gym
 5:30 p.m. Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Upper Level
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Garden Room
Thu., February 28
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Narthex
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Living Rm
 Fri., March 1 
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
 1 p.m. BeFriender Mtg: Rm 108A
Sat., March 2  
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 9:30 a.m. The Artist’s Way: Libr. Conf. Rm
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION
Sun., March 3– Mexico Missionary commissioning
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY 
	 9	a.m.	 Sunday	Learning	(3	yrs-Gr6):	Lower	Lvl
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY	
 10:30 a.m. Old Testament Course: Garden Rm
 10:30 a.m. Couples Group: Room 108B
 11:30 a.m. River Band Rehearsal: Garden Rm
Mon., March 4
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Women’s Bridge for Trinity: Garden Rm
 1 p.m. Red Cross Bloodmobile: Gym
	 1:30	p.m.	 Commodity	Distr.:	4th	St.	Entrance
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells rehearsal: Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai-Chi: Garden Room
 6:30 p.m. Al-Anon meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Personal Theology-God: Living Rm
Tue., March 5
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Rm	108B
 11 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 1 p.m. Martha Circle Mtg: Living Rm
 6 p.m. MVP: Garden Rm
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Library

CALeNDAR f e b r u a r Y  1 5  –  M a r C H  1 5 
 6:30 p.m. History of Christianity: Rm 108B
 7 pm. WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
 Wed., March 6
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m Hearts of the Home Moms
 Noon WORSHIP/Lunch
 4 p.m. Cong. Council meeting: Office Conf. Rm
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs
 5 p.m. “New” Band Rehearsal: Gym
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Upper Lvl
 6:15 p.m. Finding Your Place: Garden Rm
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Garden Rm
Thu., March 7 – Mexico Missionaries ’13 leave
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Narthex
 2 p.m. Healing Touch Group: Narthex
Fri., March 8
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
Sat., March 9
 8 a.m. AA meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Luther Hall
 9:30 a.m. The Artist’s Way: Libr. Conf. Rm
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION
Sun., March 10
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY 
	 	 No	Sunday	Learning
 9:30 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY	
 10:30 a.m. Old Testament Course: Garden Rm
 11:30 a.m. River Band Rehearsal: Garden Rm
 Mon., March 11
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells rehearsal: Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai-Chi: Gym
 6:30 p.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Library
	 7	p.m.	 GLOW	Bible	Study:	Off-site
 Tue., March 12
 7:30 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Rm	108B
	 9	a.m.	 Croixdale	Sr.	Communion
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Narthex
	 9:45	a.m.	 Good	Sam.	Sr.	Communion
	 10:15	a.m.	 Greeley	Sr.	Communion
 11 a.m. Animate Faith group: Living Room
 6 p.m. AA meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. History of Christianity: Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Anna Circle Mtg: Library
 7 pm. WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
 Wed., March 13  
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
	 Noon	 WORSHIP/Lunch
  No Wed. Learning/Confirmation
  No River Worship
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
Thu., March 14 – Mexico Missionaries ’13 return
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library 
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Narthex
 4:30 a.m. Loaves & Fishes: Off-site
Fri., March 15
 7 a.m.  AA meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
	 10:30	a.m.	 Boutwells	Sr.	Communion
	 1:15	p.m.	 Rivertown	Commons	Sr.	Communion
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commmunity  
meal-packing 
e v e n t

6th Annual

Save t he  DAT E Feb.  16-24,  2013
Andersen Windows Corporate Headquarters, 5909 Omaha Ave. N., Oak Park Heights, MN

FEE: $20 minimum donation/person + two hours of time

To sign up, contact Chuck or Joan Newman at 436-8609.
For general event information contact Tom Thiets at 788-5112.

There’s still room for you, 
your families, friends, 
and small groups to  

sign-up for a two-hour 
packing session at the 
6th Annual Community 

Meal-Packing Event.  
We look forward to 

serving together to fight  
hunger locally and 

around the world. Meals 
will be sent to Haiti and  

to the east coast for 
Hurricane Sandy relief.

t r i n i t y

TODAY


