
D. PAIRING UPGRADES 
Minimum scores on written examinations are mandatory for upgrade of pairing officials. 
 
Pairing Applicant to Category P3 
1. This examination may be requested by mail from the USWOA National Office and 
 returned by mail. It may also be obtained from the State Pairing Director or at any 
 regional or national level tournament. 
2. The Category 3 test is an open-book, unsupervised test. 
3. A minimum score of 80% is required for upgrade to Category 3. 
 
Category P3 Applicant for Upgrade to Category P2 
1. An official must remain a Category P3 for a minimum of one (1) calendar year before 
 testing to upgrade to category P2. 
2. He/she must have participated actively as a pairing official in at least three (3) 
 events at a USAWrestling Regional or National tournament at a minimum of two 
 (2) sites before taking the Category 2 test. 
3. The Category P2 test is an open-book, timed, and proctored examination. It can only 
 be taken at a USA Wrestling Regional or National level clinic. 
4. A minimum score of 85% is required on this examination to be considered for 
 upgrade. 
5. Each site, Greco-Roman and Freestyle together, is considered one (1) event for 
 upgrade. The Junior/Cadet National tournaments which are a week long on 23 
 mats will be considered two (2) events for upgrade. 
6. He/she may not receive credit as a mat official and pairing official at the same event. 
 
Category P2 Applicant for Category P1 Conditional 
1. An official must remain a Category P2 for a minimum of one (1) calendar year before 
 testing to upgrade to a P1C. 
2. He/she must have participated actively as a pairing official in at least five (5) events 
 at a USAWrestling Regional or National tournament before taking the Category 1 
 test. If a pairing official has not worked at a national tournament, he/she must do 
 so at the time of taking the P1 test. 
3. Each site, Greco-Roman and Freestyle together, is considered one (1) event for 
 upgrade. The Junior/Cadet National tournaments which are a week long on 23 
 mats will be considered two (2) events for upgrade. 
4. Category P1C refers to a Category P1 candidate, an official who has successfully 
 completed the Category 1 test, but who has not completed the remaining 
 requirements for the Category P1 rating. 
5. The Category P1 test is an open-book, timed, proctored examination that is only 
 offered at National level clinics. 
6. A minimum score of 85% on the Category P1 test is required for upgrade to P1C. 
7. He/she may not receive credit as a mat official and pairing official at the same event. 
 
 



Category P1C to P1 
1. Before a Category P1C can be upgraded to P1, he/she must participate actively as a 
 pairing official in at least ten (10) events at USA Wrestling National or Regional 
 tournaments and must direct the operation of at least (3) of the events with full 
 responsibility for planning, scheduling and administering the pairing operations at 
 such events. 
2. An upgrade to Category P1 must be recommended by the Pairing Advisory Council 
 and confirmed by the USWOA Executive Board. 
3. Each site, Greco-Roman and Freestyle together, is considered one (1) event for 
 upgrade. The Junior/Cadet National tournaments which are a week long on 23 
 mats will be considered two (2) events for upgrade. 
 
Category P1 Applicant to Category P1E 
1. A pairing official must remain a category P1 for a minimum of one (1) calendar year 
 before being upgraded to P1E. 
2. To obtain upgrade to P1E, the P1 pairer must have been an assigned official at a 
 minimum of five (5) National Tournaments. 
3. Or, a P1 who has worked as a pairing official at a minimum of fifty (50) regional or 
 national events, sanctioned by USA Wrestling, qualifies for upgrade to P1E. All 
 regional and national tournaments that a pairer works from the time that he/she 
 has first joined USWOA/USWOA are included in this count. The pairer should 
 have their license book signed at every event that he/she works. 
4. Each site, Greco-Roman and Freestyle together, is considered one (1) event. An 
 official attending only the competition for one style will receive .5 credit. 
5. The Junior/Cadet National Tournaments which are a week long on 23 mats will be 
 considered two (2) events. 
6. He/she may not receive credit as a mat official and pairing official at the same event. 
7. National tournaments that qualify for upgrade to P1E as an assigned pairer are as 
 follows: Kids National Championship FS/GR; Men’s Cadet National 
 Championship FS/GR; Men’s Junior National Championship FS/GR, Men’s 
 University National Championship FS/GR; Men’s FILA Cadet National 
 Championship FS/GR, Men’s FILA Junior National Championship FS/GR; Men’s 
 Senior National Championship FS/GR. 
8. An upgrade to Category P1E must be recommended by the Pairing Advisory Council 
 and confirmed by the USWOA Executive Board. 
9. For upgrades to P1 or P1E, license books may be photocopied and verification of 
 credentials may be presented to the Pairing Advisory Council. 
 
 


