Contacting College Coaches


from: A GUIDE TO COLLEGE BASEBALL and BEYOND by: Bobby McKinney 
TIPS WHEN CONTACTING COLLEGE COACHES


DO'S 
Number One: Do begin your contact letter to a college coach with his last name in the salutation. For example; Dear Coach Fleming
95% of all letters that start Dear Coach, are tossed in the trash can. 
College coaches are not impressed that you did not take the time to find out their name. Think about how you feel receiving mail addresses to "Dear Resident" They are looking for exceptional young men. Players that are resourceful and mature. 
Always, always, address correspondence to a coach by using his name; "Dear Coach Fleming" 
Players should fill out their own questionnaires. This is the first chance that you have to impress a coach. Show them that you are hungry for the chance to play baseball in college. This is your first impression that you make to a coach, make it a good one! 
Players should return all questionnaires to ALL schools that write them. Even if you are not interested in attending a certain school, still return the questionnaire they send you. You can simply write that you are flattered that they are interested in you, however, at this time your interest leads you to other opportunities. 
Why send this back? Simple Courtesy. All coaches talk to each other about players they have dealt with. If the college you do want to go to asks the coach from the college you forgot to respond to, they may tell them that you never even responded to the questionnaire. This makes you look bad in two ways. One, you appear irresponsible. Two, they believe you have no interest in college and in turn mark you off their list. Either way, both results are not good. 
Players should call the baseball office themselves to make sure that the information arrived. Again, Mom and Dad are nice and I am sure they will have a great relationship with the coaches; however, the player is the person the coaches are most interested in meeting. Your phone skills and how you communicate will give them a basis to begin to formulate an impression of you. Make sure that you give them a reason to like you even before they meet you "face-to-face".


DON'TS 
Do not contact college coaches at their home!
There is a reason they have an office. In the office they have a system set up to handle your call and to make sure you are put into the active file. Besides being rude, a call to a coach's house is not necessary and will be starting out on the wrong foot. 
Do not write a novel. Keep your contact letter brief. Write a letter, not your life story. The initial contact letter is simply the means to start the ball rolling. There is an example of a contact letter in this site's "Recruiting" section. 
Do not address your letter simply "Dear Coach".
Junk mail is addressed to "Dear Resident". That is what a letter that begins with "Dear Coach" is, junk mail. If you will not take the time to find out what the coach's name is you obviously have no idea what type of program this school has or what type of expectation of skill level is necessary to play there. Do the research and address the letter correctly, "Dear Coach Fleming". 
Do not send your school application to the coach to be processed. The baseball office is not the admission's office. They do not walk all applications over to the admission's office. After you apply and are accepted at that school, notify the coach on your acceptance. If a problem arises, then contact the coach and let him know about it. Let the postal service do its job by sending applications to the admissions office, unless the coach specifically requests that you send the application to him. 
Do not stretch the truth about your academic standing, athletic abilities, or accomplishments.
Realize there is a difference between highlighting a player's skills and misleading and lying to a coach. There is no quicker way to lose credibility with a college coach or pro scout than to misstate the facts. 
Facts are: Miles per hour readings for a pitcher, and running and throwing times 
Do not have parents fill out any questionnaires that are sent. A college coach is looking for mature young men who are responsible and ready to be put in an environment where they will have to depend on themselves to succeed. Mom or Dad's handwriting on anything shows that the player is not ready or is not accepting responsibility and gets that application or letter thrown in the trash pile. 
This is a major turn off for college coaches. This shows that you are not ready for the next step.


The First Letter To a College Coach

One of the most common questions asked of me, and the High School Baseball Web is how do i go about contacting a college coach? What do I say in the first letter? Here's an example of what your first letter might look like. 


The following is an example of an introductory letter to a college baseball coach. 
But first let me offer a few DO'S and DON'Ts 
Like most of life "first impressions are important" that will apply here. 
The letter does not need to be typewritten ... but it should be neatly done. If your handwriting is not easily legible you should probably type the letter. 
I personally think that the player should write (or type) the letter. Mom or Dad can check it for content, neatness, clarity and spelling, but a letter written by the player shows initiative as well as offering a good life lesson. 
Keep the letter brief .... this is just the first contact .... hopefully you will have plenty of time to sell yourself later. If your letter takes more than 3 to 4 minutes to read through it is too long. This will include the "Information Page" portion as well. 
Do not address or start your letter "Dear Coach" To a coach this is like getting a letter addressed to "Occupant" or "Dear Resident". 
Take some time to find out the coach's name. Most college athletic departments have internet websites. Under the baseball pages you will be able to find the head coach's name. 
Good links to many college baseball websites can be found at:
· HSbbweb College Baseball Addresses

SAMPLE INTRODUCTORY LETTER
Coach Daniel Wilson
State University
P.O. Box 3340
Collegedale, State 11220-3340 
Dear Coach Wilson, 
My name is Scott Smith. (no nicknames here) I am a high school junior, class of 2002. 
I have recently started my search for a college to further my education. State University is high on my list of choices. 
I wish to continue playing baseball in college. It is my hope to do so for a program like State Baseball. 
I have enclosed a brief attachment which outlines my personal, academic, and baseball information. 
It is my understanding that NCAA rules do not allow contact with a high school baseball player until July 1, after his junior year. It is my hope that you will have this information at the appropriate time. 
Please send me any information regarding the Tiger (use team nickname here) baseball program, school admission requirements, financial aid, upcoming camp schedules, or any other helpful information. 
I look forward to learning more about State University, and the Tiger baseball program. 
Sincerely,
(sign the letter) 
Scott Smith
110 Evergreen Drive
Cityview, State 16607
Lockerdome link:  

SCHEDULE LETTER


The following is a sample letter for sending a college coach or professional scout a copy of your high school or summer baseball schedule 


This is a simple letter to send along with a copy of your fall, spring (high school) or summer schedule. It is important to send college coaches copies of your schedules, in order for them to watch you in real game situations. Many coaches will not offer scholarship money to a player they have not seen play, in a game. It is important to keep the coaches aware of when and where you will be playing 


NOTE: It is important that the telephone contact information be on the copy of the schedule. Not in the body of this letter. That way the coach or scout only has one piece of paper to keep track of. Especially important for pitchers! 

Date: 
Coach Daniel Wilson
State University
P.O. Box 3340
Collegedale, State 11220-3340 
Coach Wilson, 
I am writing this letter to tell you of my continued interest in playing baseball for State University. 
I am enclosing a copy of my (name the season) spring high school baseball schedule. My coach's school (or work) and home telephone numbers are on the schedule. Please contact him with any schedule questions. (This is especially important for pitchers ....college coaches will want to verify that you will be pitching on a day that they visit) 
I realize that it is very difficult for college coaches to see high school players (during the spring season), due to conflicts with their own team's schedules. 
Use this paragraph to update the coach on any news or items of interest. Such as; if you were invited to a prestigious high school showcase (Perfect Game, Team One, etc). Any honors received..... maybe a football or basketball award, a special academic achievement, etc. 
Please send any information regarding upcoming camps that you will be hosting. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I hope to hear more about State University and Tiger baseball, in the future. 
Sincerely, 
(sign the letter here)
Scott Smith
110 Evergreen Drive
Cityview, State 16607
Telephone Number
E Mail address
Lockerdome link:  

"Sample Letter" To Send With A Player's Videotape
Example of a letter to include when sending a college coach or professional scout a videotape of a high school player. This letter assumes that a prior introductory letter has been sent to the individual. 


Date: 
Coach Daniel Wilson
State University
P.O. Box 3340
Collegedale, State 11220-3340 
Coach Wilson, 
I am writing this letter to tell you of my continued interest in playing baseball for State University. 
I am enclosing a videotape of myself in baseball situations. The tape is about X (insert time of tape length here). (Remember 4 - 5 minutes at the most is best) 
The tape shows me in fielding and hitting situations, some in practice and some footage in games. (Describe briefly what the tape includes) 
Use this paragraph to update the coach on any news or items of interest. Such as, if you were invited to a prestigious high school showcase (Team One, etc). Any honors received..... 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and hopefully view the tape. I look forward to learning more about State University and Tiger baseball, in the future. 
Sincerely, 
(sign the letter here)
Scott Smith
110 Evergreen Drive
Cityview, State 16607
Telephone Number
E Mail Address
Lockerdome link:  

Johnny Smith
555 West Row Street
Chicago, IL 60642
E-mail: johnnysmith@aol.com
Cell Phone: 555-555-5555
Home Phone: 555-555-5556
Dear Coach _____,
Thank you for sending me information on the baseball program at ABC University.  My name is Johnny Smith and I graduate in 2011.  I play on the football team at East Chicago High School in Chicago, IL.  I am very interested in ABC University and the football program.  I have always dreamt of playing for a Big Eleven Conference school in the Midwest and am also extremely impressed with the Engineering Program that ABC offers. 
Here is a link to my recruiting profile, where you can view my highlight video, statistics, and academic information.  I have been in the starting pitching rotation since freshman year.  Last season as a sophomore I had a 14-1 record with a 2.44 ERA.  I also have a 3.8 GPA through my first two years of high school.
  Thank you again for your time, I would greatly appreciate any feedback on my highlight video or other things I should be working on. 
-Johnny



