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USA Hockey Minnesota District Annual Meeting

Sunday, June 24, 2012

Marriott Minneapolis West

The meeting was held primarily to elect a replacement for the USA Girls/Women’s Section Representative. The meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM by Chairman Margenau.

Roll call taken of MN District Affiliates present for the election of USA Hockey Directors:

Eligible Voters: 

District 1 Director Mickus

District 2 Director Merth

District 3 Director Dornfeld

District 4 Director Jacobs

District 5 Director Kephart

District 6 Director Hewitt


District 8 Representative Nick Nynas ( Rakness)



District 9 Director Christenson

District 10 Director Timm

District 11 Director Hill

District 12 Director Oleheiser


District 15 Director Bushy

District 16 Representative Scott Riopelle ( Elliott) 



Juniors Director Hayne

Girls/Women’s Director Wefler 
Adults Director Swenson



USA Hockey Minnesota District Officials: 

Director Green


Director Margenau


Director Oleheiser

ACE Coordinator Evavold       


Referee-in-Chief Tatro Risk Manager Kruger


High School Representative Lonke


Risk Manager Kruger
Minnesota District Registrar Ytuarte

Reports  

Director Margenau reported on USA Hockey’s new Safe sport program with various policies that apply to all USA Hockey members. This is a comprehensive program defining the need for screening,& training policies with further emphasis on creation of the safest possible environment for participation in hockey.  He also reported that the Coaching Education will add mobile device applications to download skills and drills.

Director Margenau presented USA Hockey statistics which showed growth at the national level 8 and under programs to be 2% , Minnesota declined by 99 players with the base of 17,000 players. USA Hockey will be renewing its 2 plus 2 challenge. We need to get this news to our associations to encourage them sign up so as to qualify to receive starter sets. 

He informed the Assembly that we have received our block grant from USA Hockey in the amount of $114,404.00.  USA Hockey Treasurer Jim Smith announced a committee to study the USA Hockey fee structure at all levels. 
He also reported that:

· Playing rules will go on a 4 year cycle starting after next calendar year’s change. 

· USA Hockey appointed positions (CIC, Registrar, Associate Registrar, RIC, Risk Managers, etc) will not be allowed to hold positions with a vote on affiliate boards. This pertains to anyone appointed after June 9, 2012.   

· Standard for 8U games will be played on cross or ½ ice beginning the 13-14 season.  There is an exception to permit limited full ice games, with approval from the USA Hockey Player Development Committee. The rule takes place with the start of the 2013 season.. 

Director Margenau plans to form an Ad Hoc committee led by Terry Evavold,  and to include the District Directors, to develop our plans for the 8U games that needs to be submitted by May 15 for the following season.  

Director Green reported that there were discussions about youth players playing on juniors teams and does have a document in place that defines the ages and skills that will limit them.  Minnesota will be sending 5 youth players and 5 girl player over to Russia. Training, games and will be there over 1 week in October over president’s weekend. 

Director Oleheiser reported that this was his second meeting. As he is not assigned to any committee, he was free to attend many meetings. He found them very interesting. 

Risk Manager Kruger reported that there have been many claims made against the Directors and Officers insurance, Minnesota Hockey was just under $400,000 in claims last year. The next highest is $74,000. With crime insurance coverage, there were 21 claims. Seven are ours. We hold 39% of the dollars lost through crimes. Director Hewitt stated that we need to develop accounting safeguards. No guidelines have been supplied to our associations. Risk Manager Kruger said he would look into it. 
High School Representative Lonke reported that USA Hockey really wants Minnesota represented at the American Showcase in the years to come.

Nancy Wefler, acting The Girls/Womens Section Representative reported that Minnesota continues to lead the country in women’s numbers.  The girls and women’s have set a goal to hit the 20,000 before 2014.  USA Hockey Development Camp for girls is in St Cloud in July.   USA Hockey Women’s National Team camp will be in Blaine in August. The women are willing to help an event by coming to sign autographs. 

Registrar Yuarte reported that rosters and new changes were handed out. The Minnesota Registrar’s are working on a program to eliminate the need to verify birth certificates for invitational tournaments.   Youth council will be looking at changing the number of foreign players allowed on a team. Currently is tabled. 
Old Business

There was no old business to come before the assembly. 

New Business

Chairman Margenau called for the special election to replace Girls/Women’s Section Representative Tito Elumba, who resigned his position in April. The person elected will fill the remaining one year of his term.  


The candidates are Nancy Wefler and Doug Foster. 

Registrar Yuarte announced the number of eligible voters for this position. This led to a brief discussion regarding who was eligible to vote. After the discussion, Dennis Green, serving as Nominations Committee Chair, announced the eligible voting numbers by affiliate:
1. Minnesota Hockey Programs players & coaches, 604 votes, cast by for the Minnesota Hockey President David Margenau

2. Adult Hockey Programs players & coaches; 4,528 votes, cast by Adult Hockey Director Swenson

3. Women’s Hockey Programs players & coaches; 1,424 votes cast by Women’s Hockey Director Wefler

4. Minnesota Hockey Junior players & coaches, 554 votes cast by Juniors Director Hayne

5. Minnesota Hockey District 1 affiliates  players & coaches, 527 votes cast by District Director Mickus,

6. Minnesota Hockey District 2  affiliates  players & coaches, 6,073 votes cast by District 2 Director Merth

7. Minnesota Hockey District 3 affiliates players & coaches, 6,524 votes cast by District Director Dornfeld.

8. Minnesota Hockey District 4 affiliates players & coaches,  837 votes cast by District Director Jacobs

9. Minnesota Hockey District 5  affiliates  players & coaches, 3,360 votes cast by District  Director Kephart

10. Minnesota Hockey District 6  affiliates  players & coaches, 7,331 votes cast by District  Director Hewitt

11. Minnesota Hockey District 8  affiliates  players & coaches, 7,208 votes cast by District  Director Rakness

12. Minnesota Hockey District 9  affiliates  players & coaches, 3,664 votes cast by District  Director Christenson

13. Minnesota Hockey District 10 affiliates players & coaches, 7,058 votes cast by District Director Timm.

14. Minnesota Hockey District 11 affiliates  players & coaches, 2,258 votes cast by District  Director Designate Olson

15. Minnesota Hockey District 12 affiliates players & coaches, 1,540 votes cast by District  Director Oleheiser.

16. Minnesota Hockey District 15  affiliates  players & coaches,  3,089  votes cast by District  Director Bushy

17. Minnesota Hockey District 16 affiliates  players & coaches,  1,964  votes cast by District  Director Designate Riopelle

As Disabled Hockey Director O’Brien was absent when the election was held, the program’s 295 votes were not cast.

Nancy Wefler and Doug Foster each made a brief presentation relative to their qualifications to serve.  
The election was conducted and ballots tabulated. Doug Foster receiving received the majority and was declared the winner of the election 
Motion by Tim Timm to destroy the ballots, second from Steve Oleheiser.  Without objection the motion was approved.  Ballots  were destroyed.
Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 1 PM.
Shari Olson

Recording Secretary

