All officials who work sanctioned games must register with the USA Hockey Officiating Program. This involves the completion of a simple registration form and the payment of a nominal annual registration fee. After registering, the applicant must pass an open-book rules exam that is designed to cover the basic playing rules that are required at the lower levels. New officials will also have to obtain a black hockey helmet, official's sweater, black trousers and a whistle.

The Officiating Program conducts over 400 pre-season educational seminars for its officials during the fall months. These full-day seminars are mandatory for all officials registering with USA Hockey. All seminars are conducted free-of-charge to all participants. The content of these educational seminars ranges from on-ice skills to rules interpretations to advanced theories of officiating. As experience is gained, officials advance to higher-level seminars.

For more information, please contact a supervisor of officials from your area.  A directory can be found under the MHOA Board section.


What Are the Various Levels of Officiating?
The Officiating Program establishes "levels of achievement" for each individual, from the beginner to the highly-skilled official.

First-year officials must register as a Level 1 official and may officiate at the lower levels of hockey.
LEVEL 1: May officiate games at age levels 8 or Under thru 12 or Under (Mites through Pee Wees) after completion of the registration and testing process in addition to attending a pre-season seminar.

LEVEL 2: May officiate at the 14 or Under (Bantam) and younger age classes after completion of the registration and testing process and after one or two years at Level 1. Attendance at a pre-season seminar is mandatory.

LEVEL 3: The Level 3 official has proven his abilities over a period of years. The official is required to complete all registration and testing requirements and must attend a pre-season seminar. Level 3 officials may referee games through the 17 or Under age classification (Midget) as well as Over 20 (Senior) and act as a Linesman for Junior hockey games (19 and under).

LEVEL 4: Level 4 officials may work all levels of USA Hockey. Applicants must have one year experience at Level 3, must successfully complete the open-book exam, the closed-book exam, a skating test and attend a pre-season seminar.

What Are The Benefits Of Membership?
In addition to being eligible to officiate USA Hockey-sanctioned games, all officials are provided with $1,000,000 liability insurance and excess medical/dental insurance. All registered officials receive an Official Rule Book, training manual for the appropriate level, Playing Rules Interpretation Manual (Level 2, 3 and 4 only), sweater crest, registration card, Stripes Newsletter (four times per year), American Hockey Magazine (nine times per year) and assistance from the District Referee-in-Chief, local supervisors, officials, and various instructional staff members throughout the district.  

USA Hockey also conducts various officiating camps for elite officials, district weekend seminars and instructor training programs throughout the country on a regular basis.

