METRO SKATERS HOCKEY LEAGUE

Monthly Meeting Minutes, JULY, 1999 



Location:  Farmington Hills Ice Arena



Date and Time:  July 15, 1999, 6:30 PM



NEXT MEETING:  August 24, 1999, 6:30 PM; Farmington Hills Ice Arena



Attendees:

Ann Dobija		President

Tammy Callahan	Vice President

Terry Matthews		Vice President

Joanne Wiklund	Flash

Sue McDowell		MAHA Representative

Fabienne Worthy	Steel Magnolias

Debbie Osborne	Flames

Janine Martinez		Garden City Jets

Sandy Young		Lansing Capital Crush

Tara Johnson 		Cheap Skates

Donna Hansen		Team Xtreme

George Tilli		Ice Breakers

Bill Ciaramitaro	Hericanes

Leslie Baker		Metro Blades

Sue Wilson		Lady Rebels

Darleen Darvill		Lady Rebels

Sheila Van Baalen

Christy Back 		Mysticks

Michele Parker		Mysticks

Laurie Wetterholt	Blitz

Kate Pinhey		Domino's

Dawn Letwin		Ice Dog's

Michelle Mosier	Cheap Skates

Dave Chow 		Thunderblades

Stephanie Henkel	Nighthawks

Patty Schoff		Ice Pack

Linda Donikian		Freeze

Torri Crummel		Michigan Devils



Meeting Overview:

Volunteers for Secretary were requested.  Jan Bendor was unanimously voted in as Secretary.  Jan will begin her duties at the August meeting.  



Officers were mentioned and/or introduced: 

Ann Dobija - President

Terry Matthews - Vice President

Tammy Callahan - Vice President

Michelle Monson - Treasurer

Darleen Darvill  - Red Line Statistician

Stacy Klupacs - Blue Line Statistician

Shiela Van Baalen- Goal Line Statistician



Officer's Contact List and Sign-In Sheet were distributed.



With the MSHL becoming the largest senior women's league in the United States it was expressed how critical it is for the MANAGERS and OFFICERS to understand their roles.  The role of the MANAGERS entail attending league meetings and being prepared to discuss and vote on agenda items.  More importantly the MANAGER'S are expected to communicate the information back to their teams.  The OFFICERS are to be available for questions and provide answers, organize and plan the meetings and ensure that the information gets out to the league.  To accomplish these duties and 
establish a mechanism 
in which 
to pass information to the league
,
 a
s 
well
 
a
s the public
, volunteers are currently looking into setting up a Web site for the league. 
 
The OFFICER'S numbers were 
made available for any questions and/or concerns.



Susan McDowell (MAHA Representative):

With so many new faces, Sue asked each Manger to introduce them self  and the team that they represent.  Sue handed out her business card so the Manager’s could contact her with questions.



Several upcoming tournaments were announced -- Minnesota in November, Glacier Point in April, Mt. Clemens in October, Toronto - ?  Contact Sue if you would like further information.



A MAHA web site is available for teams to enter information about themselves, the site name 

is www.maha.org.  It would be a good idea for each team to add their information.  



Registration:   
Sue McDowell will be registering the senior women 
teams this year.  She will have all the necessary paperwork for you at the 8/24 meeting.




Team application: 
 
The Head Coach will receive all mailings from MAHA v
er
s
us
 the team rep 



as
 
in prior years.  Coaches and Managers must account for any problems 
so be
 sure you are comfortable with them 
taking 
on 
th
is
 
responsibility for the team.  If  the Head Coach does not want mailings, then make sure the responsibility is given to someone else on the team.



Roster:  Rosters cannot be turned in until after September 1st.  You cannot be on two rosters in the same league.  If you sign one roster and want to change teams, you must sign a release which can be obtained from your Manager
 or from Sue McDowell
.



IMR:  If registered last year, your manager will get preprinted forms.  
If a player didn
’t register to
 play hockey last year Sue will have the appropriate forms at the 8/24 meeting.




MAHA has an annual guide book with rules for hockey within the state.  Little effects our league but it does provide Contacts for each district - which is based on rink location. 





C
onsent to Treat 
and Waiver of Liability forms are required to be signed and held onto by e
a
ch team
 (to avoid penalties or forfeits)
.  They are not needed to complete the registration process.  These forms are essential f
o
r
 teams to go on to States and/or for emergency situations.  
 





Goaltenders -
 Any alteration to the helmet (paint jobs) or the use of a special face mask (cat eyes) will require a special form to be signed by you and 
a notary public
 - you must present this form to the referee if requested at a game. 



Rule changes: 

Senior Women’s hockey will now follow the 
offsides rules
 that the men league’s use (tag-up) - players no longer have to wait for the puck to the clear zone.


USA 
Rule Book will change
 - 
copies will be available in the Fall.  
Occasionally, 
teams may have to remind 
s
ome 
referees 
o
f the rule 
changes
. 


19 an
d
 Under Teams are now 
required to wear full face shields
.  This would not be required for 
19 year old
s
 playing with a Senior
 Women
’s Team.

All 
jewelry must be covered by equipment or taped
 to the body.  Strongly recommend to 

leave jewelry at home!

You can have 
4 
registered team officials 
on the bench
 but they must be rostered!


All 
on-ice personnel (coaches) 
must wear helmets
.  This change is effective immediately.

    
 
 
Failure to do so could result in a 30 day suspension from the district.





MAHA committee 
has included clearer language on sexual/physical abuse in it
’s annual guidebook.  
Y
ou
’ll get a copy of the MAHA book with registration.




Would like to have registrar come to the next meeting so teams can submit their paperwork in the September Meeting.




If your original 
roster 
do
es
 not have 20 players
 on it
, you can fill out more rosters until you reach the 20 players total limit.  If your not going to states or nationals, you can drop/add players all year long.  For Nationals - the forms must be in by 
December 
3
1
st
 (roster and application).
  Sue needs to know by 11/15 if a team wants to go to States/Nationals.




IMR fees are still $22 (as far as we know)
.
  
Teams will be asked to pay a $10 registration fee as well.




Letters of Intent:

Terry and Ann went through the list to see who 
had 
turned in their letter and registration fee.  Ann will contact those teams who have not given a letter which must be in by July 31st.  
We 



ask that
 
the registration fee be turned in as soon as possible but is not required until September.  





Address Information:

A form was passed out asking for the Team Manager, Team Alternate, Coach and Assistant Coach address information, telephone and e-mail.  Also include your rink location.  
Submit the information to Ann ASAP (adobija@visteon.com)
  This information will be part of the what will be added to the web site once it is available.





Team Openings:

A form was passed out asking teams to provide the number of positions they may have open.  If you don't have openings - circle your teams name, give the rink location and 
submit the form to

Ann ASAP (adobija@visteon.com)
 being players are requesting teams. 








By-Laws:

Copies of the 1998-99 by-laws were passed out.  An Addendum List included consolidated information from earlier meetings.  Read through both hand-outs.  
If you would like to delete a by-law or change a by-law then prepare a written version of the deletion or the change to be discussed at the August meeting and voted on 
at
 the September meeting.  NO WRITTEN VERSION…NO DISCUSSION!!!!    




Tax Id Number:

Sponsor’s would like a tax id number for tax purposes.  A Tax Exempt Status will give you tax breaks on merchandise.  A Tax Id Number is for tax reporting purposes (interest, etc. on bank accounts). 
Michele Monson
 
will contact 
Mary Bonnici from the Ice Pack 
to assist 
with setting 



up these numbers.



Ethics Committee:

A change in the 
E
C
 
format was suggested - a contact person (volunteer) would provide forms,

collect completed forms and submit them to the Board.  The Board will then address the problem.  A vote to change the committee format was taken - consensus agrees to go to the Board format versus the current Ethics Committee format.  The changes required to the by-laws will be discussed at the next league meeting. 



MSHL Web Site:

With the size of the league continuously growing and the amount of information to pass along becoming greater, it was suggested that a MSHL Web Site be created.  Information on costs and what the site might contain was passed out.  




For an
 idea 
as to 
what a site might contain, view the Metro Blades site at w
w
w.metroblades.com.  It was suggested for the league to contact the United Way of Southeast Michigan who has a free website for non-profit organizations as well as provides analysts and support.  Having a web site would require each Manager or someone on each team to have access to a computer.




The league voted and agreed unanimously to have a web site
 developed as well as the funding that may be required to design and maintain it ($550 Total Startup Costs if someone is paid to help develop it.  Ann and Jan Bendor have volunteered to get involved.  Monthly support and maintenance costs could be $10 to $50 per month
)
.
   



Megan Torrence would be a good contact for starting a website.  If anyone else is interested they

should contact Ann. 





League Structure:

The league will be re-structured to accommodate new teams and maintain existing teams while remaining competitive and fun.  A sheet with the new structure was passed out and reviewed.

The structure -  a red, blue and goal line division with upper and lower tiers - 
was reviewed and the general consensus was positive.  A
 few teams 
felt they would like to be moved up or down into the next tier
 
(
i.e.
 Cheap Skates - upper blue line, Lady Bulls - upper red line, Ice Pack - upper

blue line and Steel Magnolias - upper blue line)
.  
It is recommended for t
hose teams 
to provide a “roster” with the player names, their experience and number of years in the league, 
so it can be discusse
d
 and 
voted on at the next league meeting
.
    

    

League game schedules will consist of several games with teams within your tier and at least one game against teams in the other tier.   T
otal 
number of 
league 
games will be decided by each tier (including at least one game against teams in the other tier).  Scrimmages will be scheduled by individual teams. 



It was suggested to re-evaluate teams half way through the year and 
to 
schedule games for half-year at a time to adjust if one team is dominating in a division.  To consider this would also mean 

finding 
volunteer
s
 to create/distribute schedules twice a year,
 
informing the referee organization that they 
would only be able to plan th
eir
 referee
 schedules
 for ½ the year
 at a time
, determine how the Presidents trophy would be awarded, determine how we would do a “play-off” format for the Ruicci Cup, and several other areas of concern.    




The placement of teams and scheduling will be discussed and decided at the next meeting
.
  
Please have your ice times available, 
if 
possible.
 



20 Year Old Rule:

The 19-year old ruling was brought up and will be addressed as a by-law change at the August meeting.  Currently the MSHL only allows players who are 20 years 
and older to participate in league games.  A 19 year old can currently play in any scrimmages, tournaments or practices.  Sue McDowell stated that there are several teams 
that 
19 year
 old
s can participate on and people can contact her if interested to find out where these teams are.

 

Ruicci Cup:

Darleen Darvill informed the league that the DSC will host the Ruicci Cup.  They have set aside ice for March 23-26th,  total hours available is 66 at $170/hour.  The league voted and approved having the Ruicci Cup at DSC -  21 people voted yes, 1 voted against.



Several items are open for discussion (vote on a Playoff Format , need for certified trainer or medical personnel, pay score keepers and time keepers, 10 league game eligibility rule to participate) and will be brought up at the August Meeting.



Charity Fundraisers for League Member’s:

As much fun as each of us ha
s
 playing hockey, unfortunately there are times when we need to step back and realize how precious life really is. The MSHL has a few player’s that are very very ill.  The idea of an annual fundraiser to assist not only these players but any player in the future is in the works.  



This years fundraiser will consist of several events yet to be decided (ie. Softball, golf, vollyball, walking, running, rollerblading, etc.).   The location of the fundraiser is still being determined but Mayberry State Park may be a possibility for mid to late October.



A meeting is scheduled for August 12th to get organized and finalize details such as what to do with the proceeds, sponsors and prizes (t-shirts to participants, 1st, 2nd, 3rd place in the different events
)
, silent and live auctions, etc.  The fundraiser will be open to friends and relatives.



Contact person is Patty Schoff at 734 484 0567 or 734 542-1137 (after 7/30) or Dawn Letwin at 248-584-3776.  




I CANNOT EXPRESS ENOUGH THE IMPORTANCE OF EACH TEAM TO BE A WILLING PARTICIPANT IN THIS EVENT ONE WAY OR ANOTHER.
  PLEASE OFFER YOUR TIME
 
IN WHATEVER WAY YOU CAN.





Items of Interest:


Several 
hockey sessions, camps, etc.
 (
listed on the agenda
) were quickly reviewed
.



New Business:

None. 



Schedule August Meeting:

Aug. 12th  (Thursday) - Fundraiser Committee Meeting (everyone is invited)

August 24th (Tuesday) -
 League 
M
eeting




Meetings may rotate weekdays to accommodate team schedules.



Next Meeting Items:

Hand out Address List (based on feedback)


Determine tiers and game format


Discuss By-Laws and 
Addendum’s



MSHL Registration Update


Web Site Update

Fundraiser Update





Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm by Debbie Osborne and Fab Worthy. 



