MSWHL MEETING MINUTES – March 1, 2010
Attendee’s:
 Carrie Sirola (O’Leary Hawks), Lisa Mello (Frozen Assets), Ann Dobija (Cranks), Joanne Lukasik (Hammerheads/Stingrays), Carol Schwanger (TOT), Katie Gee (3 Star Truckers, Advanced Division Director),   Sarah Mason (Flyers, Intermediate II Division Director), Kerri Kelly (Puckin’ Chix, Recreation I Division Director),  Melissa Hedgcock (Lady Wings), Tammi Sanborn (Lady Wings), Anna Valk (Lady Wings), Lenore Weiss (Predators), Laurie Golden Birchler (Ann Arbor Flames), Dawn Fullerton (Spitfires).
Meeting was called to order by President Ann Dobija at 7:12pm.  Motioned by Joanne Lukasik and Kerri Kelly. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Joanne Lukasik reported that our balance is $12,992.94 as of 3/1/10.  Majority of Ruicci Cup checks have been deposited.  3 checks left to deposit.  Only recent expense was the $25 room rental fee for BOD meeting and $111.70 for lanyards for Ruicci Cup.  
Old Business: 

Complaint was filed by the Predators of the Recreation II division against a player (Olivia Pennebaker) from the Ann Arbor Flames.  Ann read the complaint which stated that the Predators feel that Olivia is too good of a player to be in the Recreation II division and would like the Board to determine if she is in the appropriate division.  Both teams expressed their opinion.  The Flames reported that Olivia has been on their team for 3 years, skating out mostly and playing goalie more recently.  There are currently only 2 teams over .500 this season.  Discussion amongst the members included that there has been several teams that have moved in the last few years which has fluctuated the level of play in the Rec. II division.  There are a lot of less experienced players in that division than there were 2-3 years ago.  The Board will review Olivia’s play at the Ruicci Cup to determine if she needs to be moved next year.  The Flames reported that they believe she wants to move up a level for next season anyway so this may be a moot point. 
NOTE:  It was discussed that we may look to put a cutoff date in the rules for filing a complaint regarding the level of play of a player so late in the season as it doesn’t leave much room for a review and decision. 

The Board provided follow up to the Renegades (Intermediate II) roster issue from last meeting.  Ann provided a timeline of the events that have occurred to date. 

· MSWHL Board was made aware of roster issue by MAHA at the end of January.  The Renegades did not properly secure an approved USA hockey roster for the 2009-2010 season, and therefore were not a legal team registered with MSWHL, MAHA and USA hockey.
· MSWHL Board requested the Renegades to come to the February 1st meeting to discuss the situation and determine an appropriate resolution. 

· After consulting with MAHA and following the MSWHL By-Laws, the Board informed the Renegades that all of their games up until February 5, 2010 will be forfeited.  NOTE: They achieved a valid roster as of February 5, 2010 per District 6 registrar. 
· Renegades asked to appeal the decision the day after the February 1st league meeting.  Board responded that the decision cannot be appealed to MAHA because the forfeiture of games is a league specific rule.  An appeal to the league was denied because the Board followed the outcome for this violation as stated in the MSWHL By-Laws. 

· MAHA informed the MSWHL Board and Renegades that a MAHA District 6 Hearing will take place on Feb. 16 for the Renegades representatives and their coach. 
· MAHA fully supports the decision that the MSWHL Board handed down (i.e. forfeitures of all games played illegally) and at their hearing imposed one-year probation on the Renegades. 

· Since the league handed down the discipline the Renegades have sought to a public forum on MLive to voice their displeasure with the ruling and what can be done.  They were referred to Patty Madden, MAHA Vice President of Women/Girls Hockey and contacted her along with George Atkinson, President of MAHA.  

· MAHA reviewed the league handbook and informed the Board that for this type of infraction, “due process” must be followed which provides a team the right to submit an appeal to the league.

· Several emails between various people within MAHA and MSWHL Board followed discussing the issue.   
· MSWHL Board reminded the Renegades via email of our appeal process as stated in our handbook on 2/25/10 and gave them a deadline of 3/3/10 to file an appeal.  An appeal was received on 3/2/10 and the Renegades have been notified that their appeal will be heard at the April 12th league meeting.  

NOTE: in one of the many emails on this issue, George Atkinson, MAHA President claimed that the MSWHL has not filled out the proper paperwork (affiliate agreement) or submitted our league rules/by-laws because he did not know our league existed.  The Board responded to his email and made him aware that per the USA hockey rules, we do not need to file such paperwork.  Adult Men and Women’s leagues are exempt.  See language below:

I. The constitution, structure, policy, By-Laws, rules and regulations of Tier I, Tier II, A, BB & B leagues shall incorporate the following principles and policies: 

1. All Girls, Tier I Youth, and any other leagues comprised of teams from more than one Association, Club and/or Independent teams (excluding Adult Men and Women) must file a copy of its constitution and/or By-Laws with the President by October 1 of each year. Violation of this rule may result in non-sanctioning, suspension or other action toward the league. 

2. The President shall review league articles, constitution, By-Laws and rules and if the President does not mail written comments to the league within (30) days of receipt, the articles, constitution, By-Laws and rules will be deemed approved. The President shall have the authority to require compliance with the above principles and policies and to recommend non-sanctioning, suspension, or other action toward the league to the Executive Committee for their approval. 

3. The league’s rules and regulations shall provide that: 

a. The League’s rules incorporate USA HOCKEY and MAHA rules and regulations and playing rules and exceptions may vary from USA HOCKEY and MAHA rules and regulations providing they are more stringent and without major change with the exception of age classifications. Age divisions must be strictly adhered to, from Mite through Midget, High School and all Girls classifications, as defined in MAHA Guide Section IV., which will not be considered to be within the “more stringent” policy. 

b. If the league does not automatically permit all USA HOCKEY and MAHA qualifying teams to participate in the league in the appropriate classification within the league’s geographic area, then the rules should clearly define eligibility criteria for all teams. In such cases the rules should also contain procedures for teams to apply and a review or appeal procedure if the team is initially denied the right to participate in the league. The same rules should also apply to a league that admits associations or sponsor organizations rather than individual teams. This requirement shall not prevent Tier I leagues from denying participation on the basis of teams not being competitive so long as there are criteria, application procedures and a review or appeal process set forth in the league’s rules and regulations. 

New Business: 
Flyers filed a complaint against a Lady Wings player (Barb O’leary, #6).  Ann described the issue and both teams gave their opinion of the situation.  In the two games between these teams in the second half of the season, Barb has received 4 penalties which is a concern.  Ann informed the Lady Wings representatives that they need to talk to this player and inform her that this incident and her behavior needs to stop when it comes to using her stick for retaliation.  If another incident is reported she will be brought in to a league meeting and could potentially face disciplinary actions. 
Board Nominations: 

The Board consists of 6 positions and at the end of this season there will be 5 members stepping down. Because we want a smooth transition for next season this is an early call to those that may be interested in being on the Board to contact us.  Nominations and the election will take place in May as outlined in the MSWHL Handbook.  Without a league board there is no league so if you know of anyone that may be interested contact them and encourage them to come to the April meeting.  We will also need a web master for next season to maintain the MSWHL website. 

Ruicci Cup Update:
Carol reported that we have 100% payments by teams.  The preliminary schedule is done; we are just waiting for final stats from the division statisticians to place the teams in the time slots.  Games start on Thursday evening from 7pm-9pm, Friday evening from 7pm-10pm, Saturday from 8am - 7:30pm and on Sunday beginning at 10am, finals start at Noon, and run through 6pm.
Ads are still needed for the program guide; Carol will send a reminder to all teams participating.  Ads help defray the costs of the tournament and help keep the costs down. 
Photographer and t-shirt company from last year will be back.  We will also have a chiropractor there on Saturday and there will be massage therapists on hand as well. 

Silent auction items are still in need.  Contact Carol if you have anything to contribute.  

MAHA/USA Hockey Update:
Carrie reported the States winners that will be going to Nationals in Green Bay, Wisconsin, March 26-28. 

Sr. A Division:  Honey Baked Ham

Sr. B Division:  O’Leary Hawks (Advanced division)
Sr. C Division:  Mission (Advanced division)
Over 30 team:  Team Michigan (comprised of several Intermediate I players)

Good luck to all teams!  

Next meeting is Monday, April 12th at 7pm at Eddie Edgar Arena.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:36pm. Motioned by Joanne Lukasik and Melissa Hedgcock. 
Lisa Mello

MSWHL Vice–President
