MSWHL Board Meeting 

February 1, 2010

Attendees: Ann Dobija, Carrie Sirola, Joanne Lukasik, Carol Schwanger, Sue McDowell, Tammi Sanborn, Anna Valk, Melissa Hedgeock, Katie Gee, Theresa Marsik, Sarah Mason, Melanie Bidwell, Kerri Kelly, Linda Donikian, Kim Shea, Stephanie Weaver, Shayna Bennett, Colleen Cook, Troy Davis. 

Motion to begin: Joanne to start, Kerri seconded (7:04 p.m.)

Agenda:

1. Treasurer’s Report: $6104.64 in the account.  Other than the meeting room, no other activities occurred this month. Carol has given Joanne checks for the Ruicci Cup.

2. Current Business:

a. Renegades - Roster Violation:  BOD was notified January 2010 that the team may be in violation of USAH/MAHA rules re: roster registration.  The BOD has worked with the team to procure a legal roster so they could continue games. Because of a size issue with the roster (virtually illegible) the team has until 2/5/10 that they work on getting a full-sized, registrar-stamped, legal roster. They plan to adhere to that and, provided they do, they are legal to play in games from this point forward.

Second issue is that the team has played without a legal roster all season. The league has to adhere to the rules of MAHA/USAH.  Ann read off the bylaws by MSWHL.  Per our own bylaws, the league would stand by the rule that the games played by this team, from the beginning of the season until January 29, 2010, are forfeit. 

Stephanie spoke to being the “person who misunderstood the league’s instructions.”  She explained the concern and her misunderstandings. The league is not required to prove the legality of the teams, that’s up to the teams and is a relationship between the team and MAHA/USAH.

How MAHA proceeds will be up to them.  Players are eligible, as long as they are on legal rosters, to participate in games and tournaments from this point forward.

The BOD will connect with the division statistician to determine the appropriate way to reflect the forfeits.  The Intermediate 2 division would like to talk, post process, about what ramifications this may have on Ruicci participation. 

b. Goody 2 Shoes - Update on Complaint.  Ann has talked with the team manager and explained the concerns that are being expressed about the language used by the team.  Angie has confirmed that she received the email and agreed that the language was inappropriate.  She has directly spoken with the player.  At this point it sounds as if they’ve done the right thing.  Subsequent games have been a significant improvement. 

c. Predators – Review Formal Complaint received.  Complaint filed against the Flames player, Olivia Pennebaker (#16).  Her playing experience exceeds the Rec II division?  The team was using her as a goalie at the beginning of the season but the impact is with her playing out.  The Board will investigate this further. 

d. Intermediate I – Penalties Update.  The Board recognized that Pro Skate seems to have a higher number of penalties than other teams in this division. Ann will discuss this with the team manager and ask that they talk to their team. 
e. Mission vs. Truckers Game – Would like one of their state playoff games be considered as one of their league games.  BOD Approved.
f. Ruicci Cup Updates
1. Divisions/Teams: 

Rec II: complete with 100% acknowledgement - 5 out of 6 teams playing

Rec I: complete with 100% acknowledgement - 7 out of 9 teams participating

Int II: 6 out of 8 so far, 7 responding – no word from Stingrays

Int I: 3 out of 6 responding, 1 team still deciding. If we don’t have 4 total teams there will probably be a pull out of the other teams. Waiting from Foosa – should have responses by Wednesday. 

2. Referees: Contacted the official(s) who put in the bids that were not accepted.  Jim Astalos was pleased that his bid was accepted.  The Board will forward names of interested official to Jim and it will be his decision to determine if he will use them in the Ruicci Cup.  We have approved the refs whose names he provided. 
3. Prizes:  hard to go forward without knowing full division count.

4. Ads:  Dropping the price of the ads - ad sales were low last year. $60 for full; $35 for ½: $20 for a ¼; $15 for Business card or “good luck” message (which aren’t solicitation for business). 

The BOD agreed unanimously that they would pay for an ad, in memoriam, to Lisa Tubbs (Swarm). The team will be contributing a similar amount as the cost of the ad to hospice or the American Cancer Society. They’ll be providing copy for the ad.

5. Goalie Subs:  If a team needs a goalie sub for the Ruicci Cup they should petition the BOD.  Goalie subs can be from the same division or below from a team that’s not playing in the Ruicci Cup.   
6. Any other updates:  Lanyard discussion - Carol to talk to her contact and then get back to Kerri. 
g. MAHA Rep – MAHA Rule Proposals
Carrie has distributed the rule proposal for the June 2010 meeting.  The house keeping process would include the language that women’s’ teams could not play girls’/youth teams. This affects the 19U’s and women’s teams in particular.  But in addition to the 19U’s there are also recreational women’s teams that have often been good opponents for novice 15U and 19U teams – particularly outside the metro-Detroit area.  Lastly, this could impact the College Club programs who have often played girls’ teams. 
h. New Business
Teams going to Windsor for the tournament must have their Canadian travel permit.  Go online to maha.org to get the proper documentation.  A reminder that players have to have the appropriate legal docs to get out/back to the Canadian/US border.
Motion to adjourn: Joanne motioned, Linda seconded: 8:10 p.m.
