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Almost three years ago, Trinity’s Congregational Council 
came to the congregation with a plan to move the USPS to 
the empty lot on the corner of Third and Myrtle. As the 
market for commercial leasing changed and banking became 
much more conservative, this option became too expensive 
for Trinity to pursue and we began looking for more cost-
effective options.

Trinity’s Council is excited to announce that our new 
proposal is to move the USPS to a new facility housed in 
the Croix Center—Trinity’s property across 4th Street. 
The entire building will be enhanced, with an exciting new 
exterior and interior. The USPS will occupy 4,000 square 
feet at the north end of the building, with a new, modern 
retail store. The remaining 6,000 square feet will be available 
for lease to new tenants, and a portion of it used temporarily 
for our senior high and confirmation ministries.  

Why are we doing this?
Trinity’s Council and Design Team have developed a 
master plan for Trinity’s downtown Stillwater campus, 
and the Council will soon unveil exciting new plans for 
improvement to our main facility. The current USPS facility 
was purchased many years ago to provide for Trinity’s 
future, and now Trinity would prefer to re-locate the facility 
for a couple of reasons:
•	 First,	the	USPS	holds	the	right	to	purchase	the	current	

facility and land at any time from Trinity, a right they will 
give up once they move into their new home. 

•	 Second,	the	current	facility	will	soon	be	50-years-
old, and could potentially become a designated 
historic landmark. If that were to happen, it may 
make it more difficult to take down the building—
thus limiting Trinity’s options to plan for that 
property’s future development.

The Benefits
•	 Trinity’s	property	that	currently	houses	the	USPS	will	be	

freed up to support the ministry of Trinity.
•	 The	value	of	the	Croix	Center,	once	improved,	will	grow	

from its current value of $900,000 to between  
$1.3-1.8 million.

•	 Trinity	will	have	an	improved	parking	lot	on	4th	Street.
•	 Trinity	will	have	increased	rental	income	opportunities	with	

an improved Croix Center and the USPS as a main tenant.
•	 Over	the	next	10	years,	this	option	is	less	expensive	than	the	

previously proposed Third Street project.

It’s a Better Solution for Everyone
•	 The	City	of	Stillwater,	the	Mayor	and	the	Heritage	

Preservation Commission all support this as a better 
solution for the City of Stillwater.

•	 The	USPS	gains	a	modern,	24/7	automated	lobby,	better	
parking, handicap accessibility and safer traffic flow.

•	 This	project	will	improve	the	entire	property	and	enhance	
the beauty of Trinity and a major intersection in Stillwater.

When?
•	 Trinity	has	agreed	to	terms	with	the	USPS	on	this	new	

proposal. While there is still the possibility the USPS could 
pull out of this agreement, it is very likely that an agreement 
will	be	reached	by	the	end	of	October.	Construction	would	
begin soon after, with completion this winter, and the USPS 
could begin occupancy as early as March 1.

Come and See
Storyboards detailing this project will be on display in the 
Narthex and at the Drive-In and Council members will 
be available during coffee hours at Saturday and Sunday 
services	and	at	the	Drive-In	on	Sun.,	Aug.	14	&	21	to	answer	
questions and receive feedback. Information will also be 
posted online soon at www.trinitylc.org. 

Trinity proposes United States Postal Service (USPS) move
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Perhaps I am a product of my 
generation – suburban, end of the 
boomer generation, mobile and at some 
distance from extended family – so that 
I do not naturally enter into or build 
community easily. I think of myself 
connected to my closest family, but in 
some isolation from everyone else. My 
educational background was largely 
focused on individual achievement, 
unlike my children, who were exposed 
early to collaborative learning. Their 
social groups were packs – a couple of 
dozen of close friends who spent lots 
of time together, real or virtually. I have 
moved often, and life seems to be lived 
at a fast pace. All of which seems to 
pull me out of community, despite its 
obvious benefits. I think this is common 
– especially for men, but in our current 
culture, equally true for women. Busy 
lives, mobile vocations and a high degree 
of self-reliance makes it difficult for 
community to get built or sustained 
over time. 

Following Jesus is both individual 
and communal
From	its	inception	(reads	Acts,	 
chapter two) followers of Jesus were 
drawn into communion with Jesus and 
each other. There is a real sense that it is 
all about “Jesus and Me” – Jesus as my 
Lord, my savior; Jesus’ love is particular 
and individual. There is another sense 
at which a life dedicated to following 

Jesus draws us into relationship and 
community with others.. Much to 
our surprise, we become at baptism, 
one people – brothers and sisters, no 
less. Jesus demonstrated, and through 
the Spirit, enables a wholly different 
kind of community to rise up – one 
that is radically accepting, welcoming, 
hospitable, generous and invested in the 
well-being of all. It is never only about 
“Jesus and Me,”it is about Jesus calling 
us into community with the world 
that God so passionately loves, and for 
whom	Jesus	came	(For	God	so	loved	
the world…).

The secret sauce of being known
What happens in community is that 
we are known. Strengths, limits, warts 
and beauty – all of it is out there, public 
and known. What is different about 
Christian community is that it has a 
foundation based upon acceptance, 
respect, generosity, grace, forgiveness, 
encouragement and prayer. We believe 
the best about each other, and are 
comfortable and able to deal with 
brokenness, disappointment and grief. 
We can be real with each other in all of 
our dimensions, and in the midst of this 
kind of honest, real community we find 
joy, healing, peace and friendship. At 
its best, Christian community makes us 
each better, and our true, higher, more 
complete selves emerge and take flight. 

The commitment to community
In a world full of division, conflict, 
“isms,” and polarization it takes real 
commitment to be a community. We 
must trust each other and the power of 
the Spirit to knit us together and make 
us one people. It is one of my most 
regular prayers, “Make us one, God –  
in all of our individual beauty, make us 
one.” 

A benediction:
Here	are	some	words	from	the	letter	to	
the people of Colosse, around the year 
60 A.D. that serve to give voice to the 
thankfulness that I have for the beauty 
of the community of Jesus-followers 
that has surrounded me most of my life.

“We always thank God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, because we have heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you 
have for al the saints – the faith and 
love that spring from the hope that is 
stored up for you in heaven and that you 
have already heard about in the word of 
truth, the gospel that has come to you. 
All over the world this gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing…”

 Colossians 1
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Even if you haven’t been to school in 
decades, you can’t miss the excitement of 
Back to School. It’s a time to get ready with 
new pencils and pens, blank notebooks 
and unbroken crayons, a time to find your 
classroom, to meet your teacher.

Teachers are a perfect example of stewards. 
“My class, my students, my children.” 
Teachers are entrusted with children, who 
are not theirs, to develop their gifts for 
the benefit of all people. Teachers love and 
nurture their students with great care.

Like stewards, teachers are in a position 
of high authority and great responsibility. 
Special teachers are those who fill our cup. 
They love their subject matter so much 
that we can’t help but learn and love math 
or history or art.  

GRATEFul HEARTS: Think of the 
people who fill your cup. Thank 
God for them. Invite them out for 
coffee and fill their cup with thanks 
as they have filled yours with love, 
energy, inspiration.

I thank God every time I remember you.  
– Philippians 1:3

GENEROuS lIvES: Allow God’s 
love and abundance to flow through 
you. As your cup overflows, be the 
one who fills the cup of another. 

My cup runneth over.	–	Psalm	23:5
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“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience.”   Colossians	3:12
As this newsletter goes to print, I mark my 
three-month anniversary of serving as one 
of your pastors at Trinity Lutheran Church. 
The time has gone by so quickly with each new day, week and 
month flowing into the next.

I’m	thankful	for	each	and	every	one	of	you.	How	blessed	I	am	to	
be able to journey with you, to hear your stories, to share in your 
joys and struggles, your hopes and your dreams, laughter and 
tears and of course, in the word of God. I can’t imagine a better 
place to be.  

Yesterday, after leading a worship service at one of the local care 
centers, a resident said to me, “You enjoy doing this, don’t you?”   
I immediately smiled and said, “Yes, I do! I love coming here and 
being with you!” Returning the smile, she replied, “It shows!”

God has blessed each one of us to be a blessing unto others. 
Thank you for blessing me with your presence! Now I ask 
for your continued patience as I get to know each one of you, 
your	families	and	especially	(but	not	exclusively)	for	Trinity’s	
homebound senior population, to make those important home 
visits.  

If you or your loved one would like me to come and visit with 
you in your home, please do not wait or hesitate to call me  
(439-7400,	ext.	107).	Together	we	can	work	out	a	mutually	
agreeable time for that visit to take place. Nothing saddens me 
more than when I hear, usually second hand, “They’ve been 
waiting for the pastor to call!” In a congregation the size of 
Trinity’s and especially for me, new to all of you and vice versa, 
there could be a lot of “waiting” unless you inform me of your 
desire for a visit. So again, please know that I’ve been called here 
at this time, in this place to serve you. I strive to do just that with 
God’s help and yours! Thanks be to God and thanks be to you 
for making this ministry happen!

In peace and love, Pastor Candee

Bible Study with Pastor Candee
Wednesdays, Sept. 14 – Dec. 14, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. – Garden Room
Strap on your sandals and prepare for the journey of a lifetime as 
together	we	walk	in	the	footsteps	of	Peter,	Paul	and	other	First	
Century	believers	through	the	Book	of	Acts.	How	and	where	 
did the good news spread? What were some of the challenges 
those first disciples faced? Do we, disciples living in the  
twenty-first century, encounter some of the same challenges and 
joys? Please join me for an engaging study on Wednesdays as we 
seek answers to these questions and many more in the Book of 
Acts.	Contact	Pastor	Candee	at	ext.	107	or	cmoser@trinitylc.org	
with questions.

c A R E ministries
wITH PASTOR cANDEE 



As I slowly strolled the shoreline of 
Lake Superior, another hot and humid 
summer day was melting away my 
memories of the seven feet of snow of 
last winter. The sharp contrast between 
the heat of this summer day and the 
cold of our last winter was mimicked 
by the numbing cold of the knee deep 
water and the sweat producing heat of 
the air temperature this past weekend. 
It could have been one of those rare 
occasions to complain about the heat 
and the cold in the same conversation, 
but I had no complaints because I was 
busy. I was busy searching for a prize. I 
was patiently searching for agates along 
the North Shore. In this search you fully 
grasp the understanding why it’s called 
hunting instead of picking. 

Hunting	for	agates	has	been	a	lifelong	
pursuit of mine. As far back as I can 
remember I was always bringing home 
these small treasures. At home my mom 

MISSION

update

Tom Thiets

Director of 
Missions
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Seeking usher coordinators Sunday morning worship
Individuals are wanted to assist in the recruitment of ushers for Sunday morning 
worship. Many have volunteered for this over the years—most recently,  
Brian	Brekke	coordinated	the	10:30	service	for	the	past	two	years	(thank	you,	
Brian!),	Herb	Berger	the	9	a.m.	service	for	many	years	(thank	you,	Herb!)	and	
Fred	and	Dee	Hertenstein	continue	to	coordinate	the	5	p.m.	service	(thank	you	
Fred	and	Dee!).	No	previous	experience	is	required;	just	a	willing	heart	with	some	
time to contact people and schedule them to usher. Please contact Zanny Johnson 
at	zjohnson@trinitylc.org	or	ext.	130	for	more	information.	Benefits	are	much	
love, thanks and praise from Zanny and the rich rewards of extending yourself  
and serving.

Volunteer at the 
Food Shelf
Mon., Aug. 22; Wed., Aug. 24  
and/or Fri., Aug 26, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Please consider volunteering at Valley 
OutReach	Food	Shelf.	We	are	always	
looking for new volunteers. Summer is 
a great time to volunteer as a family. If 
you are interested in any of these shifts 
please	contact	Melissa	Moon	at	323-
8790	or	melissa.a.moon@gmail.com.	

would find them everywhere, because 
just like the glaciers that spread them 
across the state, I would unload my 
pockets and deposit them around the 
house. Now my wife Lisa is “blessed” 
to find them around our home.

My eye for agates has been honed over 
the	years.	From	shorelines	to	dirt	roads	
to landscaping stones my eyes are 
forever on the prowl for that luster of 
a special treasure amidst the ordinary. 
Hunting	for	agates	requires	a	special	
patience, and a belief that the next step 
will produce a find of a lifetime. It’s 
rather amazing that I can search for 
agates, because I don’t normally have 
this kind of patience. 

I can eat an entire chocolate bar while 
Lisa savors the first square. I usually 
chew up a piece of hard candy before 
for it can dissolve, but I have been 
gifted with the patience to walk miles 
of shoreline, or to search the landscape 

rock outside 
the Goodwill Store for an agate. 

A pilgrimage to Lake Superior can 
renew the spirit of the hunter. Not 
just the spirit of the agate hunter, but 
the spirit of those hunting for true life. 
While standing in the immensity of Lake 
Superior searching for an agate, I paused 
to	reflect	upon	the	parables	in	Luke	15.	
These stories about searching, being lost, 
and being found foster hope and renew 
my spirit. Like a treasured agate among 
the ordinary stones, we are one of God’s 
treasures in the vastness of creation. 
While there are times in our lives that we 
may wander, we can trust that our Savior 
is preparing for our return. It brings me 
comfort to know that no matter what 
shorelines in life I explore, my Creator 
has the patience to wait for my return, or 
when needed, the depth of love to come 
to my rescue. We can never wander too 
far, or become too lost for the love of 
God. With that promise in hand we can 
put one foot in front of the other in our 
search for all the agates of life.       
      Peace, Tom Thiets 



GLOW on the  
Superior Hiking Trail
Sept. 15-18; Trip fee: $175 
Imagine spending two full days hiking 
on	the	Superior	Hiking	Trail	while	
staying only a quarter mile away in a 
beautiful lodge. No hiking experience 
is necessary, but this four-day weekend 
is intended for those interested in 
exploring and hiking on the trail. This 
trip will fill quickly with a firm limit of 
12	participants	due	to	the	contract	with	
the vacation home owner. Registration 
is on a first-registered, first-in basis, 
so sign up soon at www. trinitylc.org. 
Diane will confirm if you are one of the 
lucky	12.	Contact	Diane	Rollie	at	 
drollie@trinitylc.org	with	questions.

Fall Friendship Gathering
Fri., Oct. 7, 6:30 p.m.
Jan Anderson’s farm, Houlton, WI
Join	your	GLOW	friends	for	a	potluck	
and bonfire under the stars at Jan 
Anderson’s farm. Bring an appetizer 
or dessert to share. Drinks will be 
provided. Contact Jan Anderson 
at	info@britishlabradors.com	with	
questions.
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G R O u P & T E A M ministries

Hearts of the Home Moms
Wed., Sept. 21; Oct. 5, 19; Nov. 2, 16, 30; 
Dec. 7, 21; 9:15-11 a.m.
Hearts	of	the	Home	Moms	is	an	inter-
denominational, Christian-based group 
of mothers interested in nurturing their 
souls and supporting each other on  
their parenting journeys. Check for  
fall study topics and register online at  
www.trinitylc.org. Contact Kim Jelinek 
at	351-7586	or	Martha	Sather	at	 
342-0596	with	questions.

MVP: Celebrating Baseball 
Tue., Sept. 6, 6-8 p.m. –  
Garden Room & Gym; $12.50
Special Guest: Tim Laudner, former 
Twins All Star & World Series winner 
MVP Leader Todd Fultz, Little Victories

Tim Laudner started his baseball career 
with Park Center high School, played 
at the University of Missouri, getting 
drafted	by	the	Twins	in	1979.	He	was	
called	up	to	the	“Bigs”	in	1982.	He	helped	

Tour Historic Stillwater
Thu., Oct. 6; Cost: $20/person  
Meet in Trinity Commons by 9:45 a.m.  
to catch the Trolley
Immerse yourself in Stillwater history. Enjoy a guided 
tour	of	the	Warden’s	House	followed	by	a	narrated	
trolley tour of Stillwater including historical sites and 
residences as well as little-known tidbits about the town. 

Finish	with	a	tour	of	the	historic	courthouse.	Enjoy	the	marvelous	fall	colors	while	
we tour. Lunch on your own with friends to follow if desired. Contact Kay Sanders 
at	439-2082	with	questions.	Register	online	at	www.trinitylc.org

active women events

Trinity for Tomorrow update 
Tue., Sept. 13, 9 a.m. – Garden Room 
Pastor Dan Poffenberger will be our special guest 
for	our	2011-2012	season	kickoff	meeting.	He	will	
be giving us a Trinity for Tomorrow update and 
in particular, will cover the topic: “Matching our 
buildings to Trinity’s mission needs of the next 
20	years.”	Contact	Jerry	Herbst	at	439-6618	or	
gwherbst@comcast.net	with	questions.

RETIRED MEN

New group start: Movie Mavens
Next movie/date: The Help on August 19 
This sisterhood opportunity is designed for 
women who don’t like to go to the movies alone. 
Movie	dates	(approximately	monthly)	will	be	
selected randomly as appropriate movie releases 
catch our attention – all show times will be 
scheduled for weekday afternoons. Rides will 
be provided. Contact us if you would like to be 
added to our list or know another who would. 
You will be called a week prior to each event 
and can attend as many or few as you are able. 
Contact Julie Jolivette at ext. 108 or  
jjolivette@trinitylc.org	or	Jody	Thone	at	ext.	119	
or	jthone@trinitylc.org	with	questions.

the Twins win their first World Series 
in	1987	and	followed	that	with	a	career	
year in 1988, being named to the All-
Star team. Tim finished his career in 
1990. Since his retirement, Tim has kept 
busy, including as a baseball analyst for 
the Twins. It will be fantastic hearing his 
story.

A great menu is at the plate; the 
classic Philly Cheese Steak and fries! 
Join us for a great double header of 



Book Discussion:  
Rob Bell’s Love Wins
Tue., Sept. 27, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Garden Room; free
Millions of Christians have struggled 
with how to reconcile God’s love and 
God’s	judgment:	Has	God	created	
billions of people over thousands of 
years only to select a few to go to heaven 
and everyone else to suffer forever in 
hell?	Is	this	acceptable	to	God?	How	is	
this “good news?” What if what Jesus 
meant by heaven, hell, and salvation are 
very different from how we have come 
to understand them? What if it is God 
who wants us to face these questions? 
Author, pastor, and innovative teacher 
Rob Bell presents a deeply biblical vision 
for rediscovering a richer, grander, truer, 
and more spiritually satisfying way 
of understanding heaven, hell, God, 
Jesus, salvation, and repentance. The 
result is the discovery that the “good 
news” is much, much better than we 
ever imagined. Purchase and read your 
own copy of Love Wins: A Book About 
Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every 
Person Who Ever Lived. Then, come join 
a lively conversation about the book. 
Led by Trinity’s pastors.

Embracing an Adult Faith
Sun., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 20 
10:30-11:30 a.m. – Living Room; Cost: $15
Have	you	ever	wondered:	Am	I	a	
Christian? or What does it mean to be 
a Christian today? You are not alone!  
Many adults reach a point in their lives 
when they ask themselves these questions. 
With author and Bible scholar Marcus 
Borg as our guide, we will spend time 
revisiting some of Christianity’s most 
fundamental questions. Who is God? 
What does salvation mean? What place 
does Jesus hold in contemporary Christian 
faith?	How	can	we	practice	our	faith	in	
our everyday lives? Bring your questions, 
along with an open heart and a curious 
mind to this engaging learning series. 
Register online at www.trinitylc.org
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson

Fall adult 

6

Making Sense of Scripture (online)
Oct. 3-Dec. 9; Cost: $15 
Have	you	ever	had	a	question	about	the	
Bible or wondered how to make sense of 
this	amazing	and	complicated	book?	Have	
you ever thought you should read more of 
the Bible but didn’t know how or where to 
begin?	Have	you	ever	been	afraid	to	join	
a Bible study or lead a group at church 
because you think you don’t know enough 
about the Bible? Making Sense of Scripture 
invites you to bring all your questions and 
enter into a conversation about the Bible: 
where it came from, what it is and isn’t 
and how it functions in our lives today. 
No experience with the Bible is necessary 
and no question is a dumb question! Some 
reading is required between classes. Work 
through the books, videos and discussions 
at your own pace in this online learning 
community. Led by Pastor Siri Erickson;  
to sign up, contact her via email at 
serickson@trinitylc.org

Faith under Construction:  
Fun, one-hour practices to 
build your skills and raise  
your confidence
Come join other adults for these new, 
experiential learning opportunities 
designed to quickly boost your ability 
to connect with God on a daily basis.  
You can attend one or more of these 
depending on your schedule and 
interest.  

Wed., 6-7 p.m. – Trinity Library 
Sept.	28:	 How	to	start	your	day	 
 with God 
Oct.	12:	 How	to	end	your	day	 
 with God  
Nov.	2:	 How	to	pray	out	loud	 
Nov.	:	 How	to	name	your	 
 questions about God

Sundays, 9-10 a.m. – Living Room  
Oct.	2:	 How	to	start	your	day	 
 with God  
Oct.	16:	 How	to	end	your	day	 
 with God  
Oct.	30:	 How	to	pray	out	loud 
Nov.	13:	 How	to	name	your		 	
 questions about God 
Julie Jolivette and Pastor Siri Erickson
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Building your Personal Theology: GOD
Tue., Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 
9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Garden Room; Cost: $30
From	a	pocket	knife	in	the	past	to	an	iPhone	today,	we	all	have	ordinary,	
everyday,	dependable	things	that	make	our	lives	better.	Having	a	good,	
workable theology is also one of those things. Come put together the pieces 
of your theology. Through conversation, creative reflection and connection  
to God, join us in building your personal theology. Register online at  
www.trinitylc.org. Led by Pastor Siri Erickson. 

Building Your Personal Theology: BIBLE
Tue., Nov. 8, 15, 22 
9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m. Garden Room; Cost: $20
The Bible informs your personal theology, but you also have beliefs about 
the	Bible	itself.	What	is	it?	Where	did	it	come	from?	How	does	it	relate	to	
your	everyday	life?	How	does	it	reveal	God?	What	is	its	core	message?	In	this	
class you will have the chance to explore your core beliefs about the Bible. 
Through conversation, creative reflection and connection to God, join us in 
building your personal theology about the Bible. This class has pre-work 
and homework between sessions. Completion of Building your Personal 
Theology: God is a prerequisite for participation in this class. Register online 
at www.trinitylc.org. Led by Pastor Siri Erickson.
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By Jody Thone

“Our work is a spiritual practice 
waiting for our awareness and 
presence.”

Have	you	ever	considered	your	work	
as a spiritual practice? Life gives us 
so many opportunities to practice 
living, working and doing from our 
connection to God. All of these can be 
opportunities for spiritual practice. In 
business meetings can you sense the 
sacred? Do you see the presence of God 
in your boss, colleagues, and customers? 
As you walk down the hall to your next 
appointment, can you ground yourself 
in this moment and your connection to 
God, The Ground of All Being? As you 
parent your children, do you see God in 
them? As you prepare dinner, are you 
sensing your sacred connection to the 
land that grew your vegetables, the rain 
and sun that fed them and the farmer’s 
hands	that	passed	them	on	to	you?	Our	
work is a spiritual practice waiting for 
our awareness and presence. Where 
would you like to bring the awareness 
of God’s presence? 

I also consider career & life planning 
as an important spiritual practice. 
Career & Life Planning is intentionally 
designing your life’s work from 
your connection to God, from your 
unique design. Career & Life Planning 
involves listening, seeing and claiming 
your	strengths,	passions	(your	heart’s	
connection with the needs of the 
world), values, and practical needs. It’s 
the art of living an authentic life, a life 
that is aligned with God’s presence. So, 
are you using your strengths to make 
a difference in this world? Are you 
spending your time aligned with your 
passions and values? Are you bringing 
an awareness of The Divine into your 
process	of	choosing	fields	of	study/
classes, jobs, careers and life planning? 
I invite you to consider the sacredness 
of everyday life including your paid 
and unpaid work. I invite you to listen 
to your call, to explore who you are 
authentically and how you can design 
your life to make a difference.

Introduction to The Enneagram
Two options: Sat., Sept. 17, 9 a.m.-noon – Garden Room
Sat., Oct. 15, 9 a.m.-noon – Garden Room; Cost: $30
The Enneagram is one of the most popular systems for self-understanding and 
is used as a tool for personal growth and spiritual transformation. This half-day 
retreat will introduce the nine distinct personality types and begin to show you 
how you can overcome your inner barriers, realize your unique strengths, and 
discover your deepest direction in life.  
September class led by Jody Thone & Tim Gillis. October class led by Jody Thone. 

Enneagram Toolkit Series
Sundays, Oct. 30-Nov. 20, 10:30 a.m.-noon – Room 108B
Learn more about the Enneagram and how to use it in your life. There is no 
charge or fee for this series, but please register online.  
Led by Jody Thone and Tim Gillis
Oct. 30– Levels of Health: Learn about the nine levels of health in the 
Enneagram, your personal “wake-up call” and “red-flag warning sign” and how 
to continue on your journey to wholeness. 
Nov. 6 – Stress Points: Learn about the arrows or lines of movement in the 
Enneagram. Recognize your patterns under stress. 
Nov. 13 – Integration Points: Learn about your direction of integration.  
You’ll learn how the Enneagram helps you to grow and develop your potential.
Nov. 20 – Practices for Growth: Learn about daily practices for each type.

Living Your Strengths
Thu., Oct. 6, 6-9 p.m. – Living Room; Cost: Class $20, Class & Book* $30
*Note: You must take the Clifton StrengthsFinder™ prior to attending this session; you will 
need a book if you have not yet taken it. 
Based on the work of the Gallup organization and over two million interviews, 
Living Your Strengths is a process that helps you identify, affirm and serve from 
your	strengths.	It	includes	the	Clifton	StrengthsFinder™	assessment	and	Trinity’s	
own workshop designed to bring us together to explore our strengths and learn 
about the incredible power of our community when we serve God from our 
strengths. Led by On Purpose team members: Amy Karlstad, Walt Ogburn and 
Jackie Peterson 

Contemplative Practice Group
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 a.m. – Returning indoors Sept. 22 in Narthex
This small group is open to anyone who wants to practice seeing the sacred in 
everyday life. We gather for lectio divina, silent meditation and other spiritual 
practices and support one another in delighting in the living presence of God.  
Led by Jody Thone, jthone@trinitylc.org

Ask Gene: Resume & Interview Coaching 
Call or email to schedule an individual appointment 
Are you in job transition? Would you like to talk with someone about your 
resume or practice improving your interview skills? Ask Gene Ecker. Gene has 
over 30 years of human resource experience and has done extensive job search 
coaching.	Email	Diane	Rollie	at	drollie@trinitylc.org	to	schedule	an	appointment.

Career & Life Planning: Finding Your Way to Make a Difference
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays; email to schedule a coaching session
Cost: Free-will contribution to On Purpose Ministries 
Phase 1: Explore your strengths, values, passions and practical needs. 
Phase	2:	Generate	and	research	career	and	life	options	to	match	your	unique	design.	
Phase 3: Evaluate, decide and act on your career and life plan, including job search.
Led by Jody Thone
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Children’s   M I N I S T R I E S
Sunday/Wednesday Learning 
Registration
The Children’s Ministry team is 
excited	to	welcome	all	the	Sunday/	
Wednesday learners back this fall to 
once again explore and discover God’s 
good news for us. You may register 
your child online for one of two 
learning options; 9 a.m. on Sunday and 
6 p.m. on Wednesday. The same Bible 
Stories and workshops will be taught 
and led each week at both learning 
hours. 

Please note that Sunday learning will  
NOT	be	offered	at	10:30	a.m.	so	your	
family may worship together. Look for 
more details about this exciting hour of 
worship!

DATES to REMEMBER:
•	 Wed., Sept. 14, 6:30-8 p.m.  

Worship Center/Garden Room  
Children’s Ministry Shepherd Leader 
and Workshop Leader training 

•	 Sun., Sept. 18 - Last Drive-In  
Worship service! Bring your own 
picnic! Enjoy lawn games with 
family and friends hosted by the 
Children’s Ministry team.

•	 Sun., Sept. 25, 9-10 a.m. and  
Wed., Sept. 28, 6-7 p.m.

	 SPARK	Kick-Off.	Parents	are	
invited to join us as we launch a 
great year of children’s ministry!

At “All Stars for Jesus” sports camp 
in June kids learned about skills, hard 
work and good sportsmanship while 
receiving instruction from coaches 
David Kahl and	Pete	Erickson	(tennis),	
Deb Simcik 
(basketball)	and	Jody	Nyenhuis	
(volleyball).	Children’s	Ministry	team	
members kept the  healthy snacks and 
program running smoothly for all who 
participated to enjoy using the bodies 
God gave us to PLAY!

For	five	Tuesdays	this	summer,	
students	in	grades	3-5	served	others	
by making sandwiches for the 
homeless, assembling meals for 
Kids Against Hunger, doing service 
projects at an inner-city church in 
St. Paul and visiting our friends at 

8

Children’s Choirs

Children’s Choirs rehearsals begin Sept. 14  
All choirs rehearse Wednesdays from 4:45-5:35 p.m.

Cherub Choir is an introduction to singing in a group for children ages 
kindergarten through grade two. Children explore their 

musical self and discover more about their singing 
voice.	Director:	Martha	Sather;	245-7324	or	
marthasather@comcast.net

Hosanna Choir	(grades	3-4)	learns	how	
to sing and lead worship. The choir sings 
approximately once a month.  
Director:	Jane	Strauman;	612-910-7496	or	 
strauman@comcast.net

Joyful Noise Choir	(grades	5-6)	prepares	
to lead worship once a month by learning a 
variety of sacred music. Director: Sonia Esch; 
439-0643	or	wisokiwi@msn.com	

Little Tots and Polka Dots has  
spots open for fall 2011
A	$50	non-refundable	registration	fee	
and the registration form are required 
to	hold	a	spot	for	your	child.	Find	
complete program and registration 
information at www.trinitylc.org. 
Families	are	also	welcome	to	register	
in person at Trinity.

Oakridge	Community	Center.	During	
our morning time we discovered that 
God has made us all with unique 
interest	and	abilities.	These	“Helping	
Hearts	and	Hands”	kids	were	able	to	
try on different opportunities to serve 
in God’s kingdom.  Many volunteers 
came together to serve at one or all 
Tuesday gatherings. What a great 
experience to learn more about our 
God-given strengths with others.

In July, Children’s Ministry team 
members Maren Coltvet and  
Tracy  Lysne took us on a wet and 
wonderful journey of learning how 
water changes us, surprises us and fills 
us up. The Bible stories of Lydia, the 
woman at the well, and building our 
house	on	the	ROCK	took	on	new	

Summer Camp Recap!
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Lake Area Discovery Center (LADC) News 
Our	goal,	as	always,	is	to	provide	children	with	a	variety	of	learning	experiences	
in a fun, nurturing, faith-based environment that gives them the skills they need 
for future success. We strive to provide children with an environment that fosters 
the child’s emotional, social, spiritual, intellectual and physical development. This 
year’s theme is “Shining Stars for Jesus.” We want to remind the children that God 
made them each special and they can shine every day!  

This year our Trinity location will be going through National Accreditation through 
NAEYC	(National	Association	for	the	Education	of	Young	Children).	NAEYC	
administers the largest and most widely-recognized accreditation system for early 
childhood programs. This is a comprehensive process of internal self-study and 
improvement in which schools must meet all of NAEYC’s 10 Standards of Excellence.  

If you would like more information about LADC or to schedule a tour, please call 
the	site	director,	Tammy	Junker,	at	208-4203	or	contact	the	main	office	at	 
762-7884.	More	information	can	be	found	at	www.ladcfamilies.org.	We	look	
forward to sharing the joy of Jesus with your children!  

YOuth M I N I S T R I E S
Fall sr. high small groups kicking off!
If	you	are	a	student	in	grades	10-12	grade	and	want	to	be	apart	of	a	small	group	
that	meets	to	talk	about	God,	faith	and/or	relevant	life	issues	or	you	are	an	adult	
that	would	like	to	guide	a	small	group	of	students	in	grades	10-12	as	they	navigate	
God,	faith	and/or	relevant	life	issues	then	we	want	you!	Contact	Cory	Jones	at	
ext.	144	or	cljones@trinitylc.org	if	interested	or	for	more	information.	

The River Youth Worship
The River is about experiencing 
Jesus through awesome music, 
genuine friendship and exploring 
relevant issues of life and faith. 
Join us at the River, Wednesdays 
from 7-8 p.m. Look for the River 
on Facebook!

sr. high ministry

Confirmation 2011-12
Family night: Wed., Sept. 28, 7-8 p.m.
Confirmation begins: Wed., Oct. 5
Please register by Sept. 1 online at www.trinitylc.org  
or in the Youth Center; Cost: $80 
All	students	in	grades	7-9	are	welcome	to	join	Trinity’s	
Confirmation program. Confirmation is about 
learning and experiencing faith. We strive to make the 
Confirmation process fun, engaging, real, Christ-centered 
and relational. Your student will experience an exciting 
large group opening time and then be matched with a 
small group and small group leader. Don’t miss out on this formative time in your 
student’s faith development. Parents are part of the process as well – so get ready 
to participate! Registration online now at www.trinitylc.org. Contact TJ Anderson 
for	more	information	at	ext.	120	or	tjanderson@trinitylc.org.

C
O

N
FI

RM
AT

IO
N

Leader Notebook

Children’s Ministry Team is 
looking for....
youth and adults who care about 
kids. God values each one of us and in 
children’s ministry we model that by 
creating small groups, by providing 
learning through workshops that touch 
on the eight different learning styles 
and by recruiting Shepherd Leaders 
who will come alongside their small 
group all year long. If you want to 
invest your God-given strengths and 
abilities in children ages pre-school 
thru grade 6, give us a call. Training 
and encouragement are provided! 
Contact Jody Nyenhuis or  
Christine	Lande	at	439-7400.

meaning as we sang, splashed and 
created art projects to remind us of the 
ways that God uses water to teach us.

PANDAMANIA - the grand finale 
of summer for Children’s Ministry 
was Vacation Bible School. What a 
privilege to partner with five local  
churches in sharing the message 
“God is Wild About Us” with kids. 
This camp takes many volunteers to 
implement and we are so grateful to so 
many youth and adults who take time 
out to serve and love kids!

A heartfelt thank you to parents for 
bringing us your kids, to the many 
youth and leaders who served these 
kids and to the children who attended 
camp – God loves you and we do too!
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worship opportunities

•	Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: The	River	(Gr.	9-12	youth	worship)
• Saturdays, 5 p.m.: Evening Worship, Communion
• Sundays, 9 a.m.:	Drive-In	Worship;	Hilltop	Drive-In,	Houlton,	WI
•	Sundays, 10 a.m.: Traditional, Air-Conditioned, Worship at Trinity
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Caring friends of 
Celebrating Seniors 
gathering
Wed., Aug. 24, 1-3 p.m. 
Living Room
Wow! It seems like summer just 
got here, but it’s already time for 
us	to	start	planning	the	2011/2012	
calendar year. Let’s meet to renew 
covenants, receive new lists, and plan 
for	the	Fall	Luncheon.	Refreshments	
will be served. 

Senior worship/communion
Wed., Sept. 7, 11. a.m.
followed by luncheon for  
Celebrating Seniors 
Caring friends are looking forward 
to seeing all of our guests again for 
worship	and	the	fall	luncheon.	Our	
special guest will be  
Eleanor	Ostman,	longtime	food	
writer for the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press. Join us for a hilarious and 
historic walk through a life in food, 
including tales such as lunching 
with Paul Newman, crashing Walter 
Mondale’s state banquet in China, 
judging national recipe contests 
and world food travel adventures. 
Copies of her new book, Always on 
Sunday Revisited, will be available. 

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
10 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation. Please call the Church 
Office	at	439-7400	between	9	a.m.	
Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times for senior residences if you 
have reserved a seat:
	 9:15	a.m.	–	Boutwell’s	Landing	 
   at the main entrance
	 9:25	a.m.	–	Raymie	Johnson
	 9:35	a.m.	–	Croixdale
	 9:40	a.m.	–	Oakridge
	 9:45	a.m.	–	Rivertown	Commons

Baptized:
•	 Morgen Anne Danhoff, daughter of 
Zach	&	Deanna	(Swager)	Danhoff

•	 Eliott Robert Koenen, son of  
Matthew	&	Alissa	(Bagley)	Koenen

•	 Reese Elizabeth Thompson,  
daughter of Jeremy & Dina  
(Newcomb)	Thompson

Altar Flowers:
•	 Sept.	10-11:	In	celebration	of	 

Bob & Carole Kriesel’s  
50th	wedding	anniversary

Congratulations to:
•	 Congratulations	to	grandparents	

Carole & Rick Bagley, on the birth 
of grandson, Eliott Robert Koenen, 
on	July	22.	Parents	are	Allissa	&	 
Matthew Koenen.

Sympathy to:
•	 Gloria Goble on the death of her 
sister,	Saradell	Breeding,	on	June	12

•	 Deborah Lorenz & Darlene  
Plattner on the death of their father, 
Vergil	Plattner,	on	June	27

•	 Susan Walsh on the death of her son, 
David	Walsh,	on	July	5

•	 Janet Luoma on the death of her 
mother, Leola Andrews, on July 8

•	 Herb Nelson, on the death of his 
brother,	Gordon	Nelson,	on	July	12

trinity transportation

worship attendance

July 30 & 31
5	p.m. ...............60 
Drive-In ........375
10 a.m. ...........125

July 16 & 17
5	p.m. ...............55	
Drive-In ........300
10 a.m. ...........124

July 23 & 24
5	p.m. ...............23	
Drive-In ........360
10 a.m. ...........140

Aug. 6 & 7
5	p.m. ...............45	
Drive-In ........400
10 a.m. ...........106

calendar
Fri., August 12
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 9 a.m. VBS PandaMania: Worship Ctr
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Rm 108B
	 Noon	 VBS	Grand	Finale:	Worship	Ctr

 Sat., August 13
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon	Mtg:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP

 Sun., August 14
 9 a.m. DRIVE-IN WORSHIP,	Houlton,	WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

 Mon., August 15
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
	 4	p.m.	 Congregational	Council:	Office	Conf.	Rm
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

Tue., August 16
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
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	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library	
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Home	of	Jody	Thone
 Noon Miriam Circle Mtg: Living Rm
	 2	p.m.	 Healing	Touch	Group:	Narthex

Fri., September 2
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon: Room 108B

Sat., September 3
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., September 4
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP:	Houlton,	WI 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION	

 Mon., September 5 – Labor Day (Building Closed)
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood

 Tue., September 6
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots/Polka	Dots:	Rm	106
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 6 p.m. MVP-Baseball: Garden Rm

 Wed., September 7   
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 11	a.m.	 Fall	Sr.	Communion/Lunch:	Worship	Ctr
	 5:45	p.m.	 MVP	Leadership	Mtg:	Office	Conf.	Rm
	 7	p.m.	 Temple	Choir	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr
	 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship	(Gr9-12): Croix Ctr
	 7	p.m.	 GLOW	Hike	Info	Mtg:	Living	Rm

Thu., September 8
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library	
	 7:30	a.m.	 Contemplative	Practice:	Off-site
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots/Polka	Dots:	Rm	106
	 4:30	p.m.	 Loaves	&	Fishes:	Faith	Lutheran	Church

Fri., September 9
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
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Sat., September 10
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., September 11
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP:	Houlton,	WI 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION	

 Mon., September 12
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 9:15	a.m.	 Our	Families	First:	Living	Rm
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
	 12:30	p.m.	 Rebekah	Circle	Mtg:	Library
	 2	p.m.	 Commodity	Distribution:	Croix	Ctr
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym
	 7	p.m.	 Bible	Study:	Rm	108B

 Tue., September 13
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots/Polka	Dots:	Rm	106
 9 a.m. Retired	Men–update	w/Dan:	Garden	Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library

 Wed., September 14   
	 6:30	a.m.	 Men’s	Bible	Study:	Office	Conf.	Rm
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 9:30 a.m. Bible Study: Garden Rm
 6:30 p.m. Leader Training: Garden Rm
	 7	p.m.	 Temple	Choir	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr
	 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship	(Gr9-12): Croix Ctr

Thu., September 15
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library	
	 7:30	a.m.	 Contemplative	Practice:	Off-site
	 8	a.m.	 GLOW	Superior	Hiking	Trip	Leaves
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots/Polka	Dots:	Rm	106

Fri., September 16
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B

Bishop Mdegella to visit Trinity 
Sun., Aug. 28, 9 a.m. Drive-In worship  
& 10 a.m indoor worship at Trinity
Trinity’s good friend and partner,  
Bishop Mdegella will be visiting Trinity and 
preaching	at	the	Drive-In.	Following	a	time	
of meeting and greeting at the Drive-In, 
Bishop Mdegella will also be at the 10 a.m. 
service at Trinity to bring a greeting and meet 
the congregation following worship. Bishop 
Mdegella is the Bishop of the Iringa Diocese of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. 
It is the home of our partner congregation in 
Mwatasi and the Bomalang’ombe Secondary 
School. Please come and visit with  
Bishop Mdegella; he will be sharing the message 
with us for the day and be available after worship 
to meet and greet Trinity friends.

august 12-september 16
Wed., August 17 
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 9 a.m. Vet’s Committee Mtg: Narthex
	 7 p.m.  the River Worship	(Gr9-12): Croix Center

Thu., August 18
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Home	of	Jody	Thone

 Fri., August 19
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Rm 108B

 Sat., August 20
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., August 21 
 9 a.m. DRIVE-IN WORSHIP,	Houlton,	WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Mon., August 22
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

 Tue., August 23
 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 

Wed., August 24 
 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 1 p.m. caring friends Planning Mtg: Living Rm
	 7 p.m.  the River Worship	(Gr9-12): Drive-In

Thu., August 25 
 7	a.m.	 AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 7:30	a.m.	 Spirtual	Practice:	Home	of	Jody	Thone
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Living Rm
 6 p.m. LADC Back-to-School Night:  
  Garden Rm

Fri., August 26
	 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Rm 108B

Sat., August 27  
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., August 28
 9 a.m.  DRIVE-IN WORSHIP:	Houlton,	WI
  10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

 Mon., August 29 
	 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

 Tue., August 30
 7:30	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 

 Wed., August 31
 7	a.m.		AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
 4 p.m. Circle Leaders Mtg: Living Rm
	 7 p.m.  the River Worship	(Gr9-12): Croix Ctr

Thu., September 1
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Remember your first day of high school? Rising at 6 a.m., downing a bowl of 
corn meal mash, walking down a dust path to school, and then sharing a textbook 
with	40	other	students	because	it	was	the	only	one	available?	Hmm,	maybe	not.	
But that’s exactly how over 1,000 students at seven secondary schools of the 
Iringa Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania will begin their 
first day of school. And every other day after that.

Here	at	Trinity,	we	have	the	glorious	opportunity	to	help	change	all	that.	Our	
goal	is	ambitious;	very	ambitious—to	raise	$70,000	to	help	supply	the	physics,	
chemistry, biology, English, Swahili, history and other books required to educate 
the future leaders of Tanzania. 

in Tanzania 
with or without 
books

Bomalang’ombe Secondary School—located near our companion 
congregation	in	Mwatasi—is	one	of	those	schools.	Over	the	years	your	
generosity has helped build water and electrical systems for the school. It’s 
helped build housing, classrooms and a multi-purpose hall. And it’s helped 
build character in the many high school, college students and adults from 
our communities that have volunteered there. The school has earned a 
reputation as one of the finest in Tanzania; these books will help keep it  
that way.

So as you write out a check for your own child’s schools supplies or this 
week’s groceries, consider writing out another one for the students of 
Tanzania. Every $10 will purchase a book. Checks can be made out to 
Trinity Lutheran Church with the words “Tanzania book drive” in the 
subject	line.	Checks	can	be	dropped	off	at	the	office	or	sent	c/o	Tom	Thiets,	
Trinity	Lutheran	Church,	P.O.	Box	339,	Stillwater,	MN,	55082.

Your chance to make a difference


