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CALLED TO SERVICE
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Fall Worship Hours begin Sept. 8 & 9

Sat., 5 p.m. – Evening Worship

Sun., 9 a.m. – Traditional Worship 

Sun., 10:30 a.m. – The WALK Worship

Sunday School begins Sept. 23 

Adult Education kicks off Sun., Sept. 30

life
Jesus

Experience
with

Small Groups

What 
will you 

change 
your 

schedule 
for?

101101

JesusJesus
Coming this fall for adults–

Watch your mail for the 
Fall Adult Ministries guide!



Want to receive a Trinity 
e-newsletter?
An e-newsletter sent via email each 
Thursday is now available at Trinity. 
In it you will fi nd activities, volunteer 
opportunities and other important 
information for the coming week. If you 
would like to receive this e-newsletter, 
please visit our website at www.trinitylc.
org and click on the subscribe icon in the 
lower right corner.

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van will be available during 
the Sunday 10 a.m. worship service. 
A van ride is available for members 
or non-members lacking other means 
of transportation. Please call the 
Church Offi ce (439-7400) between 
9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times at senior residences if 
you have reserved a seat are:
9:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
9:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
9:35 a.m. – Croixdale
9:40 a.m. – Oakridge
9:45 a.m. – Rivertown  
        Commons 

Worship service 
broadcast at 11 a.m.
Feeling under the weather, or 
just housebound? You can still 
worship with us. Trinity Lutheran 
worship services are now broadcast 
at 11 a.m. Sunday on cable public 
access Channel 18; this service is 
rebroadcast throughout the week.
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worship 
a t t e n d a n c e
August 18 & 19 

5 p.m. 56 
Drive-In 309

 10 a.m. NA

August 25 & 26
5 p.m. 60
Drive-In 387

 10 a.m. 171

TODAY

worship o p p o r t u n i t i e s

remember in your prayers

September 1 & 2
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Drive-In Worship 
 • Sunday, 10 a.m.: Worship, Communion, Nursery
 • Sunday, 6 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)

September 8 & 9
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
 • Sunday, 6 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-7400 if you or anyone you know has 
a prayer need, or when you or a loved one is hospitalized (the hospitals 

do NOT notify us of admissions), has a baby or a death occurs in the family. Please 
contact Jane Backe at 439-6006 or Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team submissions.

Support in Prayer
•  Dana Erickson   •   Dan Handevidt

Baptisms
• Addison Elizabeth Charpentier, daughter of Ethan & Janet Charpentier
• Dawson Glen Clymer, son of David & Beth Clymer

Birth Announcements
• A son, Evan, to Jerry & Sue Buchman
• A grandson, Logan John, to Bob & Deb Eiselt 

Deaths
• Sympathy is extended to the family of Wendy & Ron Klemz, on the death of 

Wendy’s mother, Evelyn Herdine 

trinity
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Interested in joining 
Trinity?
Have you been worshipping at Trinity, 
taking a class, participating in a mission 
trip – and wonder how to partner with 
Trinity in a deeper way? Membership at 
Trinity is an intentional act that joins us 
with one another to partner and steward 
our God-given gifts, talents, and time for 
the sake of carrying out God’s mission 
in the world. If you or someone you 
know is interested in joining Trinity at 
this time, please contact Diane Rollie 
at drollie@trinitylc.org or 439-7400, 
ext. 141. Membership forms can also 

be downloaded from our 
website at:
www.trinitylc.org/
membership.aspx 
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serve the  w o r l d
Lutefisk Alert!
Lutefisk Dinner Coordinator(s) wanted 
The Lutefisk Dinner is a long-standing 
tradition here at Trinity that serves the 
community, remembers our heritage, 
and supports missions. The teams are 
well-staffed, and the dinner runs like a 
well-oiled machine, but a new person is 
needed to step forward and lead. Donna 
Dielentheis is eager to walk with a new 
leader to insure a good start. A pair of 
co-leaders would also be welcome. Please 
call Donna at 439-3497 soon!

Help paint the Food Shelf
Calling all cleaners and painters! We 
have been asked to paint a large room 
for the Valley Outreach food shelf’s 
new location on Curve Crest. To do 
that, we need some real elbow grease 
to clean the walls and then paint them. 
We are looking at Sat., Sept. 22 & 29 as 
tentative dates to clean and then paint 
the walls. We can use a dozen people 
each day! We also need donations to 
cover the cost of tools and paint. Please 
call Kathy Hagen at 426-7176 if you can 
help, or sign up in the Commons.

Second annual adult 
Mexico mission trip 
Trip dates: Feb. 21 thru Feb. 29 
In February of 2008 a group of 
adults will travel to our base camp in 
Chuburna Puerto, a gulf coast village 
north of Merida, Yucatan. We will 
spend the week serving our friends, 
learning about the culture and cuisine 
of the Mayan civilization, and enjoying 
the recreational opportunities in the 
surrounding area. Trinity has been 
sending groups of youth and adults to 
this area since 1990. In these 16 years, 
youth and adults from the St. Croix 
Valley have forged deep relationships 
that continue to this day. Many of you 
have sponsored these missionaries over 
the past 16 years. You now have the 
opportunity to travel the same streets 
as missionaries from years past. We will 
be led on our mission trip by a team of 
experienced missionaries – Tom Thiets, 
Trinity’s Director of Missions, Marlene 
Harty, and Lisa Thiets, who have been 
co-leaders on trips to the border and 
the Yucatan. If you have any questions 
please call Tom at 439-7400, Marlene at 
439-6444 or Lisa at 430-2357.

Attention 3M Employees
The newly forming “Card Ministry” 
needs double-sided tape as they craft 
cards. If you have an opportunity 
to buy this item inexpensively, 
please consider helping them out 
with this expense.  Contact Janet 
Plaster at 439-4206 or Kris Linner 
at klinner@trinitylc.org if you have 
questions or tape to donate.

Kowalski’s Groceries for 
Good Causes gives back to 
Trinity
Trinity participates in the “Groceries 
for Good Causes” program through 
Kowalski’s supermarket. Next time 
you shop at Kowalski’s, simply leave 
your receipt in the cubby box near the 
exit marked “Trinity Lutheran.” The 
amount of the purchase doesn’t matter, 
just the number of receipts collected. If 
you want to keep your receipt in case 
you need to make a return, just ask 
for a second receipt and they’ll gladly 
provide one.

Mission Tanzania update
September Mission Tanzania Trip
The next mission trip departs for 
Tanzania at the end of September 
with a team of 10. The project goal 
is to connect the Bomalang’ombe 
Secondary School with electricity! This 
is a wonderful opportunity to facilitate 
better learning opportunities and living 
conditions at the school. Exciting 
things are happening! Our mission 
projects are continuing to nurture the 
seeds of positive change in Tanzania. 
There is a role in Mission Tanzania for 
anyone with the drive and commitment 
to make a difference. 

Mission Tanzania brochure revised 
Our brochure for Mission Tanzania 
has been revised to include the present 
status of all projects. The brochure 
also highlights education needs and 
exciting mission developments at the 
Bomalang’ombe Secondary School.  
Copies are available in the Commons  
at Trinity and at all worship services. 
The next trip open to all adults is in 
June 2008. Contact Tom Thiets at  
ext. 146 for more information.

Katrina Relief: Rebuild 
with a servant’s heart
Informational/sign up meeting:  
Thu., Sept 27, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Living Library

Do you realize that Katrina struck 
about two years ago and that 
approximately 22,000 families are still 
living in FEMA trailers and are still 
unable to move into a home of their 
own? Would you like to help change 
that statistic? Then join us at our first 
informational/sign-up meeting this fall.  
What:  Katrina Rebuild Adult Trip 
When:  Sat., Jan. 12 - Sun., Jan. 20 
Where: Ocean Springs, Mississippi 
Who: anyone at least 16 years old: 
unskilled workers who are willing to 
learn new skills; support workers at 
the camp; anyone with a true servant’s 
heart who is willing to share time and 
talents wherever needed; critically 
needed are people with construction 
skills: roofing, drywall, finish 
carpentry, electrical/plumbing skills, 
flooring, framing, painting etc.  
How: We carpool south, work for 
five days, and carpool home again. We 
will visit a few fun places along the 
way and return having built a small 
community of Trinity friends as well as 
Mississippi friends. 
Why: “The workers do NOT do this 
out of guilt; they feel this is what their 
responsibility as a human being is” said 
one Mississippi homeowner. For more 
information, contact Kristie Anderson 
at 439-9133 or jkjsa@hotmail.com.

Mano Amiga Taco Party 
and Silent Auction
Sun., Sept. 9, 6 p.m. 
The Barn at Fields of St. Croix
Mano Amiga missionaries need to 
raise money to purchase food for the 
40 families we visit, cases of Spanish 
Bibles, sewing machines and quilt-
making supplies. You can help us by 
coming to the party and/or donating 
something for the Silent Auction. 
Acapulco Restaurant caters the dinner 
and is donating a tequila tour and four-
course dinner for 15 to the auction. If 
you can’t make the party, but want to 
donate, please contact Sandy Kotval at 
439-1168.
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FALL CLASSES
Jesus 101
Sun., 10:30-11:30 am
Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28;  
Nov. 4, 11, 18; Dec. 2, 9 OR  
Tue., 7-8 pm 
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Nov. 6, 13, 20;  
Dec. 4, 11 – Garden Room
Jesus of Nazareth has fascinated 
people for centuries. His message is 
so compelling that millions of people 
around the world have chosen to follow 
in his spiritual path. Using the latest 
and best research, participants in this 
class will explore the purpose of Jesus’ 
life and message and reflect on what 
it means to connect our lives with his 
today. This class is for people who have 
questions about Jesus and who are 
searching for new ways to understand 
what it means to be a Christian.  Small 
group discussion, critical thinking, and 
great questions will all be a part of this 
interactive learning experience. Friends 
and community members are welcome.
Sept. 30: Where did Jesus come from? 
Oct. 7: How Jewish was Jesus?
Oct. 14: What did Jesus care about 
most?
Oct. 21: What did Jesus teach? 
Oct. 28: Why did Jesus heal?
Nov. 4: What is the connection 
between Jesus and the Psalms?
Nov. 11: How did Jesus want his 
followers to live?
Nov. 18: Why was Jesus killed?
Dec. 2: What happened in the days 
after Jesus’ death?
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson with 
Jonathan Nye, Jody Thone, Pastor 
Luther Dale, and members of the Jesus 
101 Learning Team

Retired Men’s Book group
Have you read any good books lately? 
Then please attend our retired men’s 
book discussion group which is starting 
Sept. 11. As an addendum to our 
regular meetings, we plan to discuss 
interesting books based on moral issues 
of the times. We invite you to be at 
our Sept. 11 meeting at 9 a.m. for more 
information and to start discussing our 
first book Our Endangered Values by 
Jimmy Carter. Please contact Dave Borg 
at 439-9451  for more information.

learning & growing  t h i s  f a l l
Growing Your Faith in a  
Changing World
Tue., Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30; Nov. 6, 13
7-8:15 p.m. – Living Room
We can get anything we want, from 
anywhere in the world, whenever we 
want it. That’s how it is and that’s how 
we want it to be. Still, our lives aren’t 
any different than other generations 
before us. Our time is. We want spiritual 
direction, but it has to be real for us 
and available when we need it. We want 
a new format for getting Christian 
perspectives. In short films, Michigan 
Pastor Rob Bell touches on issues that 
we care about, that we want to talk 
about, and that come in a way that fits 
our world. Come and join your friends 
and neighbors to discuss some of the 
most critical issues facing our  
world today.

Led by Dr. James L. Moline, a Licensed 
Psychologist who also holds a graduate 
degree in Theology from Fuller 
Theological Seminary. For the past 10 
years, he has worked internationally 
as an organizational psychologist with 
senior leaders of some of the largest 
corporations in the world. Prior to this, 
he was a clinician and full-time professor 
of psychology. Jim loves teaching the 
integration of theology and psychology 
for practical living. He has two 
daughters and lives in Lake Elmo, MN.

Jesus 101 Online
Fall 2007
If you are interested in Jesus 101 but 
can’t attend the classes, then help 
pilot Trinity’s first online learning 
experience. Online participants 
will learn a modified version of the 
Jesus 101 class through the Trinity 
website. Active participation and 
discussion is required. Jesus 101 
Online will only be offered if ten 
or more people sign up. If you 
would like to try this new learning 
experience, please register by  
Sept. 22. 
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
The Secret Message  
of Jesus
Sun., Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28;  
Nov. 4, 11, 18; 9-10 a.m. – Room 108B
Explore the life and teachings of Jesus 
through the eyes of pastor and writer 
Brian McLaren in his new book, The 
Secret Message of Jesus: Uncovering the 
Truth that Could Change Everything. 
Engaging, thought-provoking, and 
challenging, McLaren brings  
a fresh perspective to what it means to 
follow Jesus in our world today. Led by 
David Teschler

The Secret Message of 
Jesus at Hearts of the 
Home Moms
Sept. 5, 19; Oct. 3, 17, 31; Nov. 7, 21; 
Dec. 5, 19 – 9:15-11 a.m. 
Library Conference Room 
Cost: $20 registration fee
Hearts of the Home Moms is a 
Christian-based group of moms 
interested in learning and supporting 
one another on their parenting journey. 
One of the small groups will be 
studying The Secret Message of Jesus, 
Uncovering the Truth that Could 
Change Everything. An engaging, 
thought-provoking and challenging 
author, Brian McLaren brings a fresh 
perspective to what it means to follow 
Jesus in our world today. This is a great 
small group opportunity for moms. 
Childcare is provided for a small fee. 
To register for this mom’s small group, 
please fill out a Hearts of the Home 
Moms brochure and registration form 
in the Trinity office. Led by Pastor Siri 
Erickson

Start a new group
Do you have a book about Jesus that 
you would like to read and discuss 

with others? Contact 
Pastor Siri Erickson 
(scerickson@trinitylc.org) 
with your idea and she will 
help you organize a new 
book group.
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CareGivers Meeting
Wed., Sept. 5, 1-3 p.m. – Living Room
CareGivers will meet to renew 
covenants, receive updated lists, and 
plan for the fall luncheon. Pastor Kris 
will be with us to discuss the topic of 
depression.

Fall Worship/Communion 
for seniors, Hilltoppers
Wed., Sept. 12, 11 a.m. – Worship Center
Mark your calendars now! After the 
service, you are invited to the Fall 
Luncheon, prepared and served by the 
CareGivers, in the Garden Room. We 
are pleased to announce that for our 
enjoyment the Norwegian Glee Club of 
Minneapolis will be presenting a concert, 
consisting of Scandinavian and English 
songs.

Food for Thought 
Participation in Food for Thought is 
an excellent way to get to know others 
better and engage in rich conversation! 
The Food For Thought Leadership Team 
sets the dates, divides the participants so 
participants meet with different people 
each time, and provides the recipes.  If 
you have questions and/or would like to 
sing up, please contact Connie Thalacker 
at 439-9782.

Singles: Make a connection 
The Trinity Singles Connection 
Leadership Team invites you to join 
them this September for one or all the 
following events:   
Sept. 9 - Potluck at 4 p.m. in the Garden 
Room followed by volleyball in the gym. 
Sept. 17, 19, 21 – Help at the Food Shelf  
Sept. 29 – Worship together at 5 p.m. at 
Trinity and then dine at BC’s Mongolian 
Barbeque in Oak Park Heights.  
Bring your single friends! Contact 
Judy Huftel at 715-386-2698 for more 
information.

Retired Men’s Group
September gathering 
Tue., Sept. 11, 9-10 a.m. –Garden Room
Join us to hear Trinity’s missions director, 
Tom Thiets, talk about all that is new and 
happening with Trinity missions. Stay to 
join in the group’s book discussion if you 
want. See you there!

upcoming  e v e n t s
BIBLE STUDIES
Monday Night  
Bible Study
Mondays starting Sept. 10
7-8:30 p.m. – Living Library
Come study and discuss what it 
means to follow Jesus from the 
perspective of 1 Timothy. All are 
welcome. Led by Diane Sauers

Meeting Jesus in the  
Gospel of John 
Thu., Oct. 4 – Dec. 13, 9-10 a.m. 
Living Room
The poetic literary style of the 
Gospel of John is filled with rich 
imagery. Like the other gospels, the 
Gospel of John tells the story of 
Jesus’ life and teachings, but it does 
so in a unique and interesting way. 
Come when you can as we read and 
discuss the Gospel of John together.
Led by Pastor Kris Linner

ON YOUR OWN
Meeting 
Jesus in  
the Gospels 
Read through the 
gospels in  
(less than) a year!
Reading starts the week 
of Sun., Sept. 30. 

Many of us want to read the Bible, 
but for a variety of reasons find 
it difficult. This year, you are 
invited to meet Jesus by reading 
the gospels. Whether you already 
read your Bible frequently or have 
never read any part of it on your 
own, please make a commitment 
to reading Mark, Matthew, Luke 
and John. Pick up a reading guide 
after worship services in September 
or anytime outside the Trinity 
office. The reading pace is three 
chapters per week but otherwise 
is very flexible. You can read 
a Bible you already have, read 
online, or listen to the gospels on 
CD. You can read individually, 
with your spouse, or as a family.

sep. 1- sep. 14  
   c a l e n d a r

Sat., Sep. 1
  5 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION  
Sun., Sep. 2 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP at DRIVE-IN: Houlton, WI 
 10 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY   
 6 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12): Luther Hall 
Mon., Sep. 3 
  Office/Building Closed
 7:30 a.m. AA meeting: Living Library 
Tue., Sep. 4 
 9 a.m. Worship Team Planning: Narthex
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Office Conference Room 
Wed., Sep. 5 
 2 p.m. Trinity Today deadline   
 9:15 a.m. Heart of the Home Moms: Lower Level 
 1 p.m. CareGivers Planning meeting: Living Room 
 4 p.m. Temple Choir potluck: Garden Room, Kitchen 
 7 p.m. Temple Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
Thu., Sep. 6 
 1 p.m. Miriam Circle meeting: Living Room 
 2 p.m. Caregiver Support Group: Joseph’s Restaurant     
 7 p.m. the WALK rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Sep. 7 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9 a.m. New Member Leadership Team: 
  Office Conference Room 
 10 a.m. New Baby Welcome Team: Room 108B 
Sat., Sep. 8 
 6 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Center 
Sun., Sep. 9 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY  
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY   
 4 p.m. Singles Connection Potluck: Garden Room
 6 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12): Luther Hall 
Mon., Sep. 10 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9:30 a.m. Card Ministry: Garden Room 
 6 p.m. Trinity for Tomorrow Team: Room 108B 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi - Session 1: Gym 
 7 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
Tue., Sep. 11 
 8:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Worship Team Planning: Narthex 
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group: Garden Room
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Home of Borge Risendal   
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Office Conference Room 
 6:30 p.m. Bereavement (Comforters) Team: Room 108B 
Wed., Sep. 12
 9 a.m. Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 11 a.m. Fall Sr. Communion Worship/Lunch 
 5 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2)
 5 p.m. Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6)
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday School Leader Training: 
  Garden Room 
 7 p.m. Temple Choir rehearsal: Choir Room
Thu., Sep. 13
 9 a.m Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 7 p.m. the WALK rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Sep. 14
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9 a.m. New Member Leadership Team: 
  Office Conference Room 



Youth Worship 

  6 p.m. Sunday Nights   
 Luther Hall
The River meets every Sunday night 
for great worship and fun times 
with friends.

Grades 9-12

World Tour

Sunday & Wednesday 
Learning
Travel on a journey discovering Jesus, 
his life, his teachings, his friends and his 
relationship with us as God’s children. 
Engaging children and families in a 
variety of learning opportunities, you 
are invited on a journey created to 
explore, support and grow children’s 
and family’s faith and understanding of 
God and Jesus.

Bible Explorers
Dig into your Bibles! Join the journey! 
Great activities, learning, friends, 
games, crafts and music, all leading to 
knowing more about Jesus, his life and 
the relationship Jesus invites us to have 
with God. Become an expert explorer 
as you learn about the Bible, its great 
stories, and what a great book it is to 
read! Everyone’s talking about the 
Bible – don’t be caught without one!

Club 56
Club 56 invites students in grades 5-6 
to join their friends in fun activities, 
faith-building opportunities, movies, 
discussion and some junk food, while 
discovering their faith in everyday-life 
situations. Using the Bible as a resource 
and guide, Club 56 kids are challenged 
to stretch, discover unique God-given 
strengths and become equipped to live 
out and share their faith.

Wednesday Pizza Night 
in the Commons
Enjoy the ease of Wednesday Pizza 
Night for children and their families. 
From 5:30-6 p.m., families are invited 
to enjoy pizza and conversation 
together before joining other families 
and children in an evening of faith 
learning opportunities.  $1/slice.

Nursery
Sun. mornings & Wed. evenings
Coming soon...NEWLY 
DECORATED ENVIRONMENT! 
The Nursery Ministry is available for 
children ages six weeks through 24 
months of age. Children experience 
the love of Christ through tender 
care, joyful music, creative dance, 
meaningful stories and a child-choice 
play area.

family m i n i s t r i e s

6

3 years through Grade 2
Sundays 9-10 a.m. Faith-based learning 
 10:30-11:30 a.m. Faith-based learning 
Wednesdays 6-7 p.m. Faith-based learning 

Grades 3 & 4 
Sundays 9-10 a.m. Bible Explorers
 10:30-11:30 a.m.  Faith-based learning 
Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.  Bible Explorers

Grades 5 & 6 
Sundays 9-10 a.m.  Club 56
  10:30-11:30 a.m.  Faith-based learning
Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.  Club 56

Sunday & Wednesday 
Learning

PB&J (Pew Buddies & Jesus) 
Children age 3 through grade 2 are able 
to enjoy the ever-changing, open-ended 
activity kit each week that encourages 
quiet learning during the worship 
service. Living out our commitment 
to raise children in faith, our children 
are included in worship through 
presence, involvement and experiencing 
worship alongside adults. PB&J kits 
are provided October through April 
outside the Worship Center doors. Be 
sure to pick-up a clipboard and activity 
box next time you are in worship!

Baptism instruction 
Sun., Sept. 16 – 10:30 a.m.
Garden Room
Begin a journey of promise, prayer, 
praise, and process. Through time in 
conversation and learning, families 
will learn how God has something 
wonderful to share through baptism. 
We will have the opportunity to 
learn more about God’s amazing 
promises and gifts shared with us as 
God makes us God’s own child. As 
God joins us for our time together, 
we trust that it will be blessed. To 
register, please contact Karen Elowson 
at kelowson@trinitylc.org or visit us 
online at trinitylc.org

Family Engaging 
Devotion (FED) ministry! 
Written by families and friends in our 
own faith community, these weekly 
family devotions will arrive at your 
home at the click of a mouse! Written 
to coincide with the learning theme 
and scriptures being used throughout 
Trinity learning opportunities 
that week, FED gives families an 
opportunity to begin and continue 
faith conversations, and nurture and 
grow in their faith together. Sign-up 
today to get FED! At home or away, 
stay connected and continue the faith 
conversations! E-mail Karen Elowson 
at kelowson@trinitylc.org to sign up.



With Pastor Kris Linner
care  m i n i s t r i e s

pray
where you are

By Pastor Kris Linner

Rachel 
Remen is a 
physician 
and a 
wonderful 
story teller. 
In her book,  
My Grandfather’s Blessings, she tells 
the story about a friend of hers. When 
her friend Louisa was a child her cat 
died. It was her first experience of death 
and she was devastated. Her parents 
encouraged her not to be sad because 
the kitten was with God in heaven. For 
the small child her parents words were 
no comfort. 

In her anguish she turned to her wise 
grandmother and asked, “Why?” Her 
grandmother was honest and told 
her she did not know why. Louisa 
then turned into the warmth of her 
grandmother’s shoulder and sobbed. 
When she was finally able to look up, 
she saw that her grandmother was 
crying as well.

In her grandmother’s lap a great 
loneliness had gone and she felt able 
to go on. Her grandmother’s lap was a 
place of refuge, a place where Louisa 
could face what she had to face and not 
be alone.

God is such a place for us. In the 
difficult times of life, we can take 
comfort in God’s lap. We can also be 
such a place, like Louisa’s grandma, for 
one another.

7

One of the most important things 
about prayer is that we keep at it. 
That is what Jesus taught us through 
some strange analogies. Jesus said that 
God is like a friend you go to borrow 
bread from at midnight. The friend 
tells you to forget it, but you keep 
at it until he or she finally gives in. 
(Luke 11:5-8) Or Jesus said that God 
is like a crooked judge who refuses to 
hear the case of a poor widow who 
keeps hounding him until finally he 
hears her case just to get her out of 
his hair. (Luke 18:1-8).

Frederick Buechner reflects on Jesus’ 
teachings about persistent prayer. 
Buechner says that the purpose of 
persistent prayer is not to beat a path 
to God’s door before God will open 
it, but it is to beat a path to our own 
door. Praying persistently is the only 
way to get to the door of our heart. 
In other words, persistent prayer is 
not about changing God’s mind, it is 
about changing us.

Gracious God,

Often time my prayer life is hit and 
miss. Teach me to come to you in 
prayer again and again. Teach me 
that persistent prayer is more about 
changing my heart then changing 
yours. Amen.

Children’s Choirs begin  
Sept. 12
Come join the exciting music ministry 
of Trinity’s Children’s Choirs! We’re 
beginning with an organizational 
rehearsal and root beer float party 
following choir. This year there are 
two choir opportunities to choose 
from.  The Cherub Choir has been 
“absorbed” into the Joyful Noise Choir 
and welcomes choristers in kingergarten 
- grade 2. Third graders will join the 
Alleluia Choir. Watch the Trinity Today 
for upcoming handbell opportunities.  
Our new schedule looks like this:

Wed., 5-5:45 – Joyful Noise Choir 
(Grades K - 2) Director: Sonia Esch, 
439-0643 or wisokiwi@msn.com

Wed., 5-5:45 – Alleluia Choir (grades 3-6) 
Director: Gretchen Perkins,  
430-9194 or mgjjperkins@comcast.net

We’re presenting “Elijah!,” a musical 
about God’s faithful prophet on  
Nov. 17. This drama has something 
for everyone – from dancing ravens 
to Queen Jezebel. We will be handing 
out scores to the musical on Sept. 12.  
Parents and families are welcome to 
attend the Root Beer Float party that 
day to learn more about it.

In the spring we will be singing with 
our favorite singing dynamo Roosevelt 
Credit in a children’s choir festival.  
You don’t want to miss our exciting 
year.  Please contact either Gretchen 
or Sonia to register for choir, or if you 
have any questions. Make Your Life  
A Song to God!

Sr. high Minnesota Twins 
game and Hawk Nelson 
concert
Sat., Sept. 15, 5-11 p.m.
Watch the Twins take on the Tigers and 
then rock your socks off with the band 
Hawk Nelson after the game.  For all 
students in grades 9-12 – $20 includes 
your ticket to the game and concert.  
Meet at Trinity @ 5 p.m. Registration 
form and payment due by Fri., Sept. 7. 
Contact Cory Jones at ext. 144 with  
any questions.

Fall is coming and so is confirmation 
for students in grades 7-9! 
Confirmation is an incredible 
opportunity for junior high students 
to learn how to own their faith and 
build lasting relationships with 
peers and adults. Experiences in 
confirmation help nurture faith in 

the family and personal growth as a 
Christian. Registration begins Aug. 15 
for all grades. Registration forms and 
informational booklets are now available 
in the Youth Center. Contact Cindy 
Jones for more information at ext. 137 or 
at cjones@trinitylc.org

Confirmation 2007-2008 



Periodical
postage paid at
Stillwater, MN 

55082-0339
Trinity Lutheran Church
115 N. Fourth Street, Box 339
Stillwater, MN 55082-0339

I n s i d e

Trinity Lutheran Church

TODAY

Family Ministry
fall offerings
Page 6

Help paint the 
Food Shelf
Page 3

Fall learning & 
growing opps.
Page 4

I n s i d eI n s i d e

2007-2008
Begins September 26, 2007

5-5:45 p.m. Children’s choirs

5:30-6 p.m. Children & Family Pizza Night 

6-6:30 p.m. Youth & Family Pizza Night

6-6:30 p.m. Grades 7 & 8 Confi rmation small group 
leader meeting

6-7 p.m. Children’s programming
Pre-K-Grade 2, Bible Explorers & Club 56

6:30-8 p.m. Grades 7 & 8 Confi rmation 

6:30-7 p.m. Grade 9 Confi rmation small group 
leader meeting

7-7:45 p.m. The River 

7-8:30 p.m. Grade 9 Confi rmation

7:45-8:30 p.m. Grades 10-12 small groups

Trinity Children, Youth & Family 
Wednesday Schedule

Journey
Together!

Children’s
MINISTRY

Children’s
MINISTRY

Sign up now for all Sunday 
and Wednesday learning 

opportunities. Registration 
forms are available in 

the Youth Center, at the 
Information Desk in the 
Commons and online at 

trinitylc.org


