ASSESSMENT TOOLS
	
	NORM REFERENCED
	CRITERION REFERENCED



	Purpose
	To compare the development of an infant being assessed on standardized items to the development of infants the same age

NORM = the normal or average performance of the population of interest; should reflect the characteristics of infants in the US (gender, race, family socioeconomic status, and rural-urban residency)
	To compare the performance of the infant with external criteria or standards for a particular domain (gross-motor, fine-motor, social, etc.)

Items represent

1. Sequential stages

2. Hierarchical development

3. Mastery of a domain of interest

	Goal
	1. To identify infants with a significant developmental delay or dx.

2. To classify – determine whether an infant meets eligibility criteria for a particular service.

3. To monitor development of children determined to be at risk.

(Based on construct that normal development is characterized by a predictable rate and orderly sequence.)
	To plan and measure instructional objectives
Specific goals for PT:

1. Treatment planning

2. Measuring progression on instructional objectives

	Manual
	Provides details on standardization of items, qualifications needed to administer, tables to convert raw score to a standard score and permit comparison b/w the child’s performance and the performance of the normative sample.
	Clear scoring technique, methods of testing, and method of scoring each item.


	Score
	Does not necessarily have to meet the mean of the normative sample, but falls within the acceptable range of variability demonstrated by the infants in the normative sample; 1-1.5 standard deviations usual cut-offs, with standard score below this considered a delay in performance

STANDARDIZATION = the uniformity of procedures in administering and scoring the test; test conditions and scoring procedures should be the same for all examinees; this info is contained in manual


	Represents the extent of achievement within the context of the domain, without regard to the performance of other infants the same age.
RESPONSIVENESS = the ability of the test to measure clinically important changes over time


How to choose the appropriate assessment tool?
	1. Constraints of examiner
	2. Child
	3. Areas (domains) to be assessed


	4. Purpose of referral

	· Diagnosis

· Assessment of areas of delay

· Determination of level of objective measures for rx planning or reassessment

· Documentation of changes over time?


	· Age

· Suspected dx

· Presenting disability

· Child’s personality


	· Gross motor

· Fine motor

· Cognitive ability

· Muscle strength

· Functional capabilities

· Projected areas of functional concern (e.g. finger feeding, holding bottle)


	· Time

· Training

· Space/equipment

· Money




