Bekah Roth Signs with Concordia St Paul 11/18/09 

There were smiles all around, and lots of well-wishes from family, friends and teammates.

There was time to snap a few photos, answer a few questions, and most importantly, sign on the dotted line.

One of Mounds View High School's finest student/athletes stepped into the spotlight for a short but exciting time here at the senior high last Wednesday afternoon.

Senior Bekah Roth cast her lot with her college or university of choice on the first day of the national signing period.

	
Bekah Roth


Roth decided to stay in the area after considering Winona State University, North Dakota State University and Iowa State University. 

One of the top hitters and softball players in the state last season, Roth signed with Concordia College in St. Paul.

"We are very excited to have Bekah joining our program in the fall of 2010," offered Golden Bear head coach Bob Bartel. "Her versatility is a coach’s dream. I think her style of play is a perfect fit for our program —  she can run, hit, and plays strong defense. I see her stealing a lot of bases in her career and making opposing defenses nervous with her speed."

Roth split time on the mound and behind the plate for the Mustangs and for head coach (and her dad) Frank Roth last season. She has an outstanding arm and could play well in just about any position on the field. Mounds View will be blessed with a group of talented young pitchers, and she may spend less time pitching this spring.

"I don't think I'll be pitching at all in college," she said. "But that's OK, I'll play anywhere." 

Roth, who will decide on a major in the future, said that she felt comfortable with the Concordia players, as well as with coach Bartel

"I know and have played with (Irondale grad and Golden Bear freshman infielder) Amanda DeKanick in the summer," Roth said. "Coach Bartel is a lot like my dad, he's super organized and easy to get along with, and assistant coaches Paige Dopp and Kristen Schmidt really know softball. I just figure I will fit in (at Concordia)."

Coach Bartel sees it as a good fit as well.

"I know when you get a girl from Mounds View that she has been well-coached," he said. We have faced many former Mounds View players in the past — it’ll be great to have one on our side."

"Staying near home so my little brother (John) and family can see me play is important to me," Roth said.

It’s also important to little brother, who chased around the commons area at Mounds View sporting his new Concordia Golden Bear T-shirt and baseball cap, with a smile about as big as a catcher's mitt.
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