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STATE OF THE GAME

STATE OF T HE G ADNE

Developing Development
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Almosthkeclockwork
at this time of year, right
araund the NHL all-star
game, the topic ol player
development comes up.
This pastweek there was
an interesting article in
The Puck, the Thursday
hockeyinsertinthe Betrod
Free Press,om how Eurapeansarc taking over thegame
at the higher levels,

The urticle began by noting chat the 12 NHE all-
srar e starters consisted of six Europeans, three

Panthers assistant coach George Kingston has
coached atthe youth, college and prolevelsinboth
Canadaand the U5, and national teams in Germany
and Norway, and has spent years studying the
Russizn system. He saysour“games model” is the
root of all of the problems.

“We produce wonderful game players.” he said

he fs tight on the mohey.

Theword “development”is withoutadoubt ehe
st overused and misunderstood word in the
Englishlanguage, acleastinhow it is usedinyouth
hackey cireles.

The notion thar the youth hockey system is
=developing™ NHL hockey players is absurd. The

inthesamearticle.“However, wedon'thavetheskills 4 only develgpment that should be focusedoninyouth

toplay the gamics. InEurope they practice four five ¢ hockey for players under the age of 1315 first, ':I'I_J}_

¥ six timies forevery game played. In Norch America,

it 1= absolutely the reverse.”

Collegiare cosch John Harrington, amemberof
the L.5. 1950 gold-medal winning Olympic team,
concludedrhatinMorth America*players are coachid
ot tolose and charisa big difference lrom playing

Amencansandtheee Cannclians, anclthatthe percentage
of Canadian playershasdwindled from 82 5% twenty
years 4g0 o 33.6% today, while the European
contributinn hasgrovwnaraconsistent pacetn33.3%
thisyear Cumrently, 1 3% of MHL playersare Americans,
anumberthat hasdeclined araminimal rate, whilear
the saunetimethatthegamehas enjoyed record growth
incermsal nimbersol pliversplaying inthiscountry.

S0, why arc NHL general managers and their
scouting stafls spending more timein Enrope? And
whatshauldwebe doingin North America? Thereare
afew schoolsalthoughr,

Flomda Panthers general manager Rick Dudley
told the Free Press the reason is very simple, "They
develop berrer players.”

That scems to be fiirly apparcnt, so the next
question wouldbewhy? Corey MeMNabb, amanager
of player dvelopment [or the Canadian Hockey
Associationsaysthat “wedon't practiceerrough, and
we placeronmuchemphasison winning”

rowin. When youare afraid eolose youdo things as
simply s possible; Allyou learm is nog Lo screw up.”

Buthy far, the most asture statement that Lhave
heard regarding player development was from
Vancouver Canucks' gencralmanager Brian Burke,a
Minnesota native, who had this to say acouple of
summeraagowhileaddressingthe British Columbix
Amateur Hockey Association:

“Meancinminer hockeyshould think theyare
’.El:'r‘n.‘!ﬂpilljgp'.'l.:.'l.'l‘h-rl*l'l.lh = Buarke said, “Theoddsare
verysignificantthat mast coaches whacoachminor
hockeyinB.C will never coach aplayer whoplays far
mic;5o don’tgear the programs for the elive kids. The
elire kidswill getthere [tothe ivHL | regardless. \We
want-as many bovs and girls plaving bockey a¢
puaslble”

Are these mixed messages? Arc you o lerle
conliised? While many hockey mindsarcsayingwe
need vo change our methods, Burke scems to he
saying we need tochange our focus, And | belicve

theydevelop apassion forthe game sathat theywant
rnrﬁ'ﬁﬁiafw plaving itand second, thattheydevelop
soane basicskillsand solid hochey habics,
Coincidentally.thereisanexcellent articlein the
latestissnenl American Hockey Magazme by University
of Alaska-Fairbanks Nanooks head coach Guy
CGadowskyon Youth Hn:ﬂ.'k:."',' Preve I-apmr:nt Hzhits
that should serve asu blueprine for any vouth coach,
The USA Hockey MNational Team Development
Programin Ann Arbor for the top 17 and 18 year-old
players in the country is appropriately named. At
thatage, thoseplayers (aswell nsothers acrossthe
countryinthat age group) are the onesthathave the
potentiltobeselecredand “developed” into possible
MHL players.
Dayeuthhockeyteamsin Morth Amenicaliave oo
few practices, play too many games and plice oo
much of an emphasis oft winning and does thar
structure hinder the development of elive playerst
Ahsatutely they doandabsolutelyit docs. Theprool
isinthenumbers: Butcantharhechanged? Theface
of the game haschangeddramatically inthe pase 20
years, especiaily here in the richest country in the
world, Players and parents notonly expect instant
pratification. Theydemapnd j
Andwhiristhavinstant gratification? [Cs being

the “best” and beingirnow:, Selecting the best players
to create “elite”™ teams, playing as many games as
possible, rraveling farand wide torest theirworhand
see how they measure upagainstother“elite” teams.
Ironically, theone reason mostoltenciedinsuppore
of this SYELE iS "l.[u-clu.npzrprm"

Theconceptal“erep” isa phenomenonthathas
engulied theyouth sports culture asa resulcof our
reedfortnstant gratilicarion, Acompetitive stoscture
that wasonce reserved forhigh school ageathletes
and above has now worked frs way down to the
youngest age groups. Thetheory being that i that
miodelworksarthacagegroup, itcan work aryounger
age groups as well.

Buricdoesn't. Andiecan’T. Andche reasonischar
those players arenor yet to the point where they
should he segregated, the “elive” separared from the
packanddeveloped moreseriously thanthenon-elite:
Unforrunately, we do not allow them to them to
magurstothe pointwherethat should happen.

y  Iesaloclilke lanting agarden inthe springancd
oncesome of the plants have stanted tasprout carlicr
than the others, digeing up the others, and only
allGwing the carly Bloamers theapportunity togrow.

As Purke suggested, the real purpase of any
yvouth sport istior to develop pliyers for advanced
leselsafcompetition, Butagood systemwill produce
high quality playersasaby-product, notasitsfocus,
W just need to be mote patient gardeners

e — e

What arc your thoughts on the state of the game in
Michigan! Voice youropincas on the discussion board
ar wwiwemichiganhockeyenline com or email
lphariridptichiganhockeyonline.cont.
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