September 15-16, 2007

Aberdeen, SD

Fall meeting minutes

Meeting attendees:

SDAHA Officers:      Tom Hitchcock, President, Jeff McKinney, Vice President, Tom Honkomp, Treasurer, Lynda Wagner, Secretary

Aberdeen:   Voting-   Steve Salwei, Susan Cook, Steve Jorgenson

Big Stone :    Voting- Steve Fedt

Brookings:     Voting-  Gary Zmuda, Brian Vanliere, Angie Ritterershaus

Huron: 
      Voting – Doug Duxbury, Jeff Miller, Chuck Rotert 

Mitchell -       Voting – Ben Tronnes, Maxine Tronnes, Dave Tronnes 
Pierre -           Voting – Ron Wagner, Dennis Johnson, Rob Kittay 

Rapid City     Voting – Dan French, Lynn Tucker 

Sioux Falls -    Voting – Jon Carroll, Zoe Knutson 

Watertown – Voting – Bob Marquardt, Dan Mullin, Lesle Tobkin 

Yankton-        Voting  - Dave Spencer, John Lillevold 

SDAHA Representatives:  Maxine Tronnes, Executive Assistant , Gary Healy, SD Risk Manager, Randy Honkomp, SD Coach in Chief, Jodi Sterrett, Officials Scheduler

24 voting delegates were identified by SDAHA President Tom Hitchcock.  

Minutes from SDAHA Spring 2007 meeting were approved with a motion from Dave Tronnes and seconded by John Carroll 

Treasurers Report

Tom Honkomp, SDAHA Treasurer

Beginning Bank Balance $15, 570.16
Revenue   $25,321.03
Disbursement totaling   $24,542.01 

Ending Bank Balance  $13,524.84
Budget for the 2007-08 season was presented (attachment) 

Short on budget for 2006-07 due to additional expenses not included in proposed budget:  Advertising  $2,900 , Laptop computer for treasurer $1,294.79

Tom Hitchcock would like to have special assessment on any additional expenditures for the upcoming year.  

Changes to the report:  

700.00 added to advertising.  

Team assessment set at 250.00 due November 15th. 

Team  fee assessments set for state tournaments to increase 5.00 per team.  This will cover additional travel expenses for Refs.  
Budget Approval

Approved on Sunday after discussion on new officials travel rates, extra costs for state tournament officials, Pointstreak fees and usage, advertising with final team assessments at $255/team relating to administrative cost.  Team fees for state tournaments were based on estimated tournament costs by level of play.
Motion :   Steve Jorgenson, Second:   Rob Kittay    Carried.  

Risk Managers  Report

Gary Healy, SDAHA Risk Manager

Back ground checks are due in from associations ASAP.  Don’t wait until you have them all, send them in as you receive them.  Handed out insurance manuals.
Discipline Committee

Jeff McKinney, Vice President SDAHA/Chair

Discussion was held on current players with penalties from the 2006-2007 season which will carry over into the upcoming season.  
Associations were asked to provide Jeff with list of committee members for the 2007-08 season.  
Registrars Report

                      Mary Held, SDAHA Registrar

Mary was not in attendance, report was sent and presented:  This is a rule change year, so playing rule books, general guidelines books were handed out to all.
-Brookings would like clarification for girls U14 teams.  They would like the girls to be able to be double rostered on both U14 and either a U12 or U19 team.  

This is OK by SDAHA rules.  

-Pierre has an issue with Bantam try out coming up and one of the goalies is injured.  They would like to be able to submit a roster and then add a supplemental one once placement of the goalie is decided.  This request was approved by the board.  

Big Stone had some questions regarding minimum number of players required to play.  Also questions about player movements to upper and lower levels. 
Tournament applications need to be turned in 30 days prior to tournament ($25, rules and regs, usa hockey rules).  Age breakdowns will remain the same as present in the NPD, even though they are following two age systems.  The roster has been reformatted (signature line, cep information).  This replaces the TMA and roster.  Affiliates that would like a team roster may print staff portion of this new form.  Players who register on line must keep track of their confirmation numbers to give to locals.   CEP data can and should be loaded from the USAH data base.
Coach’s Report

Randy Honkomp, SDAHA Coach in Chief

Registration for coach’s certification will be online only.  

 USA hockey fully automated

 Too much delay to fill out paper work 
 Online registration they are verified much quicker.  
Dates for Coaches clinics are as follows:  
Level 1   November 3rd    Fee $30.00

Level 2   November 4th       Fee $40.00

Level 3   November 10th  Fee $50.00 

Level 1   November 11th  Fee $30.00 

Level 3 recertification can be done online.  If Level 3 certification is expired you must repeat Level 1, 2 and 3 to be recertified.  

Motion was made by Dennis Johnson to reimburse Level 4 certification for 11 coaches, second by Steve Jorgenson.  Payments will be made to Local Associations.  

Deadlines for certification are December 31st.

Additional note that all score sheets need to be hand written or the labels corrected (if used) by coach who signs them.  

Introduction of SDAHA ACE  Director, Dan French

Brief explanation of ACE program

                                      Education and resource center for coaches.  




Education presentations for parents 




  Player development information 

Each local needs to name a local ACE person and send their name to Dan.

 Officials Report

Mike Reger, SDAHA Referee in Chief

Mike was not present to give report.  It was stated that we are committed to keeping the coaching supervisor program, but need to have someone running it who is dedicated to promoting the program.

Website Report

Tom Honkomp, Webmaster

Development of website is in progress.  The old system will not transfer over, so he is struggling to get it up and running.  He has USA Hockey and a local expert helping him get it going.  Tom will be attending a meeting in Denver in November.  

Select Teams Report

No Chair yet announced

Invite to attend Chicago Showcase, information will be coming out on December 1st.  
Senior Bowl Update

Cherry Hunter, Sioux Falls not in attendance.  Report presented.  
Will take place November 17th 

State Tournaments update

Local Hosts

Varsity – Mitchell  New bleachers installed and possible dehumidifier system.  

JV – Rapid City  New construction of concession area and entrance.  Possible Thursday night game.  

Girls – Huron  everything is on track to go.  

Bantam B – Watertown  Rooms have been blocked, ready to go. 

Bantam C Aberdeen - No rooms available State Wrestling tournament the same weekend.  Discussion to change with Sioux Falls PWB or Brookings PWC.  

Pee Wee B- Sioux Falls  Arena is not available that weekend, so the SFIRC will be used.

Pee Wee C-Brookings Ready to go.  
Discussion was held about Minnkota Cup.  Regular date falls on Easter.   It was suggested to move it to Jan. 3rd – 5th.   It was decided to not hold the Minnkota cup this year and to work with Northern Plains district in the future for end of the year tournaments.  
Association Reports

Aberdeen -Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls U14, 1 Bantam B, 




Bantam C ?, 1 PWB, 1 PWC, 2 squirts 

Big Stone Lake -  Team Counts 




Possible PWC, 1 squirt 
Brookings – Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls U14, 1 Bantam B,  



1 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 1PWC (?),3 squirt
Huron -  Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls U14, 1 Bantam B, 



1 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 1 PWC (?), 1 squirt 
Mitchell – Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 U14 (?), 1 Bantam B 



1 PWB, 2 squirts
Pierre – Fort Pierre- Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 2 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls U14, 1 Bantam B 



1 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 1PWC, 2 squirts 
Rapid City (Rushmore) – Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 1 JV, I Girls Varsity, 1 Bantam B, 1 PWB 



1 PWC, 2 squirts   (Working on possible development in outer area BHU.) 
Sioux Falls – Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls U14, 1 Bantam B,



2 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 2 PWC, 4 squirts 
Watertown -  Team Counts 



1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Bantam B, 1 Bantam C, 



1 PWB, 1PWC, 1 squirt
Yankton – Team Counts 



1 JV, 1 Bantam C, 1 PWC, 1 squirt
Dave Tronnes, NPD District Director Report/USAH Youth Council

Logo for the Northern Plains District was presented.  Dave is in a unique position to help SD as he is assigned to the Youth Council (USA Hockey), which is one of the most influential committees in USA Hockey.  We also have a director on the Executive committee, which is great for a new, small district.
Dave mentioned the following rules changed for the upcoming year:  

1.  Crease size change.  Listed on page 119 and 120 of rules book.  

President’s Report

Tom Hitchcock, SDAHA President

Announcement of first national hockey weekend.  This will take place February 15th – 17th.  Objective is to celebrate hockey .  More information will be on the USA hockey web site.  Registration for this event  is due by February 1 , 2008.  
Northern Plains District report: 

Operating rules adopted need ratification.  

Age classifications differ from USA Hockey.

OLD BUSINESS

By-Law Change Proposal #4 – By-Law 7.3

Agenda Items:

First sentence currently reads:

Anyone wishing to place an item on the agenda of any Board of Directors’ meeting must do so by presenting it to the President or Secretary, in writing, not later than 20 days prior to the meeting unless less than 20 days notice of the meeting is given in which event the item must be submitted in sufficient time so that it can be included on the agenda to be distributed as hereinafter provided.

Proposed Change:

Anyone wishing to place an item on the agenda of any Board of Directors’ meeting must do so by presenting it to the SDAHA President or Secretary, through their local association president, in writing, not later than 20 days prior to the meeting.  If less than 20 days notice of the meeting is given the item must be submitted in sufficient time so that it can be included on the agenda to be distributed as hereinafter provided.

Reason for proposal:  This has been our practice for some time.  We have found that sometimes an association has made a decision locally and have members who disagree with their decisions.  Those members may then attempt to go around their local by proposing changes that would be opposite their local’s decision.  Local associations should have the right to review any proposals made to the board, to be sure it agrees with their philosophy within their association. 

Amended to read:  “through their local president, their CIC, their RIC or any SDAHA committee chair”

Motion to approve with amendment by Dave Tronnes, second by Steve Jorgenson.  Motion passed.  
Playing Rule Proposal #5 (Tom Hitchcock)
 7) Suspensions 

B. GENERAL SUSPENSION RULES

1.  Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a third penalty during a single game.  Enforcing this penalty is the joint responsibility of the referees, the scorekeeper, the coach, and the player.  The official scorer will notify the referee when a player has received their third penalty under this rule.  The referee will then notify the head coach of the offending team, and that player shall immediately leave the game and go to their locker room, unless a coincidental penalty is involved. A player who gets a third penalty, and it’s a coincidental, shall sit the coincidental in the penalty box and shall be escorted off the ice during the stoppage of play ending the penalty time. (4/07) If it is determined during a game that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player must leave the game immediately and go to the locker room.  Both the player and head coach are assessed a one league game suspension.  Suspensions will follow the same guidelines as set forth in 7B above for game misconduct penalties.  If it is determined after a game is completed that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player and head coach are still assessed a one league game suspension.  No forfeit of game results from violation of this rule.  The game disqualification shall not count as an additional penalty for the player or team, and no penalty minutes will be added to a player’s statistics. (9/06)  

A motion to pass was made by Bob Marquardt and a second by Leslie Tobkin.  

Discussion   Jon Carroll expressed concern about the behavior of the player in the penalty box.  They would like to see player leave the ice, and have another player serve penalty.  

Motion to rescind by Bob Marquardt and second by Leslie Tobkin.  

Item for discussion only
JV/G U-14 league tournaments:  (Adam Sullivan, Watertown for varsity coaches)

Objective -  Elimination of JV state tournament the week before the boy’s varsity state tournament.  Replace state tournament with JV League tournament the first weekend in February.

Reasons:

Eliminate week gap between final league varsity game and varsity state tourney.

Eliminate JV eligibility questions.

Further minimize perception that teams are being stacked to win JV state tourney.

Provide a quality tournament for true JV players because less varsity players will be participating.

Minimize senior JV players taking excessive penalties in last games.

Increase focus on varsity tournament.

Girls Varsity should probably have their own weekend.

Quality officials are not spread too thin at 2 different tourneys.

Details:  All SD teams are required to participate to ensure host association receives revenue.

JV league ends with last scheduled game the same week as the last varsity game.  JV league champions can be recognized at Varsity tournament.

Options:

Round robin format:  Only winners (or top 2 winners) of pool play on Sunday.  This eliminates the bottom place games where much of the trouble comes from.  Round robin format also eliminates need for complete seeding results base on league record.  Girls varsity the same weekend and place as boys varsity.  (Would need to be a dual rink.  Brookings - Sioux Falls?  Rapid with city arena?  Revenue sharing.)  

Forward thinking:
Girls U14 will be another tourney to fit into our busy tournament schedule in late Feb.

Discussion  

Randy Honkomp and Ben Tronnes both expressed they would like to see JV move towards being about development.  They recommended that we no longer host a JV state Tournament and in place of that would hold an Invitational Tournament at the beginning of February.  

Dan French (R) would like things to remain the same for JV.  

Randy Honkomp pointed out that with 24 skaters at the JV/Varsity level some JV players would be having to play as many at 85 games.  

In order to pass this proposal the SDAHA philosophy would have to be changed.  It was recommended to we proceed with caution.  

This item was tabled for further discussion.  Coaches and rules committee will meet and bring new proposal to the spring meeting.  

Moved by Steve Jorgenson and second by Dennis Johnson

NEW BUSINESS 
Chicago Showcase – SD Youth invited;  Information will be coming out on December 1st.  
Point streak System:  Jeff McKinney working with company to set up point streak system.  
Software cost is set at $3,000 from state or 500.00 per facility.  This fee has been changed to $1500 and no annual fee.  

Rinks must have internet connection.  Once set up there will be the capabilities of sending e-mail info to coaches, newspapers and local new outlets.  Jeff has found a sponsor for the laptops.  He also has a sponsor for the initial $1500 fee. 
Cost is set up at:  $ 3.75 per player for a 3 year agreement for year one, then costs increase $5.75 per player, then year three is $7.75 per player.
                               $ 6.00 per player for a 1 year agreement????
There will be additional cost for associations for internet hook up and internet fees.  

Once laptops are in there will be training in 3 locations to educate volunteers.  Jeff will be sending out that information to the locals.

Paper score sheet will still be official .  It is recommended that we do the JV/Varsity levels this year and add other levels in the coming years.  

Icing Pilot Study 

A handout is to be taken to locals and completed by December 15, 2007.  This will help determine whether USA Hockey continues to allow icing in their programs.
South Dakota Hockey Hall of Fame

Tom would like to see some development with the SD Hockey Hall of Fame to bring more awareness to the history of hockey in SD.  Tom Hitchcock and Dave Tronnes will chair the hall of fame committee with an executive committee of local presidents and a local representative.  

Nominations for the Hall of Fame will be introduced at the Varsity State Tournament for recognition.  
Age issue as related to NPD 
We will follow the July 1 -  June 30 age classification and not what USA Hockey has established.  ND,SD, MN, and the states that will follow NPD recommendation.  These teams will not qualify to participate in any national tournaments. 
By-Law Change Proposal #1 

Article 5 – board of directors:  5.2 Composition

In addition to the elected members, The Board of Directors shall consist of the SDAHA officers, the immediate past president………the then appointed and acting Referee in Chief of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting Director in Coaching of SDAHA, “the then appointed and acting ACE Director of SDAHA”,…………

Motion by Dave Tronnes, second by Ron Wagner. Motion passed.  

Proposal #2

Ratification and approval of Northern Plains Operating Rules (see separate handout).

Motion by Gary Zunda, second by Dan French.  Motion Passed.  

Proposal #3

Change to the Referee’s Contract, which currently reads:  Any official who travels more than a 60-mile radius from his home base will be paid at the traveling rate per game.  (Currently the traveling rate is $15.00 each game in addition to their regular rate).
PROPOSED:  All officials will be paid the rate of        /mile for any mileage outside of their hometown.  (The $15.00/game would be discontinued.)  See mileage reimbursement schedule for reimbursement recommendations.

Per game rate was presented:




30 to 60 miles - $15.00 




61 to 160 miles - $20.00




Over 160 miles - $25.00 

Discussion as to home base for college students.  Students may use college as home base.  Special exceptions will be made.   Tournament officials, if at home will receive $15.00 per game.  

Motion to approve rate per game made by Dennis Johnson, second by Steve Jorgenson.  Motion passed.  

Presidents open  forum:  

SDAHA president Tom Hitchcock asked for input from attending representatives on the following issues:  

Selection of Varsity state officials:  Same procedure used in past years would apply.   

All State selection process :  Recommendations would come from coaches 
State Tournament fees:  Should we go with same process as South Dakota High Schools activities?  Discussion to be held at next meeting.  
Scheduling the U14 girl’s games:   Recommended that they play before the girls Varsity games, and confirm that youth jr. varsity always play before the varsity.  

How to promote more participation in SDAHA :  A committee should be formed to look into ways to promote SDAHA through advertising.  An additional $10 was added to the team fee to budget in money for advertising of SDAHA.
Recruiting officials:  Suggested that we encourage younger players to get officials certification.   Work with these officials to have more interaction with younger groups and have them with a supervising official that can help them.  
Tournament Classification:

 Dan French (R) would like to see tournament classified as  A and B level tournaments instead of current classifications of B and C.  

Discussion was held that we classify them as B and C due to our level of play.  If we change our levels to A and B we are required to play A in MN (we are at their B level in play)  
Rapid was given approval to list tournaments as A and B, but to practice caution when doing so.  

Meeting adjourned. 

Spring meeting set for April 5th in Huron.  
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