SDAHA SPRING MEETING
April 21, 2007 – 8:00am

Plains – Huron, SD

The SDAHA Spring Meeting was called to order by President Dave Tronnes at 8:00am.  Those attending were:

SDAHA Officers:
Dave Tronnes, President




Tom Hitchcock, Vice President

Aberdeen: 
Voting – Steve Salwei, Steve Jorgenson, Susan Cook



Non-Voting – Duane Simon

Big Stone:
Voting – Greg Thomas



Non-Voting – Steve Fida

Brookings:
Voting – Brian VanLiere, Dave Zerfas, Steve Neuman



Non-Voting – Angie Rittershaus

Huron:
Voting – Doug Duxbury, Mike Hughes, Chuck Rotert



Non-Voting – Jeff Miller

Mitchell:
Voting – Steve Rice, Shawn Miles, Jim Miles

Pierre:

Voting – Rob Kittay, Rob Anderson, Denny Johnson

Rushmore:
Voting – Dan French, Bobbi Dunfee

Sioux Falls:
Voting – Jon Carroll, Jeff McKinney, Jayson Drake



Non-Voting – Cherry Hunter

Watertown:
Voting – Bob Marquardt, Dan Mullin, Larry Brink



Non-Voting – Adam Sullivan

Yankton:
Voting – Rhonda Schenkel, Terry Pederson, Dave Spencer



Non-Voting – Dave Benson

SDAHA Representatives:


Executive Assistant – Max Tronnes


Registrar – Wayne Ellingson


Risk Manager – Gary Healy


SD Selects – Don Mims

After introductions, Dave Tronnes, SDAHA President identified 27 attendees as voting delegates. 

Dan French (RC) made a motion to approve the SDAHA Fall 2006 Meeting minutes with the following corrections:

· Jeff McKinney attended as voting delegate from Sioux Falls.

· Dave Spencer and Rhonda Schenkel attended at voting delegates from Yankton.

· Attending from Aberdeen was Wayne Miller, not Wayne Muter.  

Motion seconded by Steve Rice (M).  Motion carried.

Treasurers Reports - Tom Honkomp, SDAHA Treasurer, was not in attendance.  Dave Tronnes presented Treasurers Reports.  SDAHA treasury balance on hand is $22,751.87.  Dave noted expenditure increases for tournament goal judges, Northern Plains District initiation, advertising activity with Midco and ESPN, and increased SDAHA meeting costs.  Expenses were $5500 more than 2005-2006 season.  Income items to consider for 2007-2008 season:

· Increase team fees – currently high for the region

· Increase per player fee – currently lowest in the region

· Eliminate referee supervisors

· Eliminate goal judges at state tournaments

Presidents were asked to review budget considerations at the local level.  Tom Honkomp and Tom Hitchcock will prepare recommendations for local associations with any SDAHA assessment increases to be determined prior to player registration time.  A $10,000 carryover buffer is recommended, Northern Plains funding has not yet been determined, SDAHA did not pay fees in association with the Minnkota District, and request startup funds from Rocky Mountain District for NPD were items discussed by members.

Registrar Report – Wayne Ellingson reported Mary Held of Brookings has been nominated to USA Hockey for the position of SD Associate Registrar.  Ms. Held will begin duties on May 1st.  Regarding USA Hockey Online Registration options:

· $30 transmittal fee can be paid by the players family via credit card online

· USA Hockey can collect all fees – but is not the best option due to the complex nature of fees at various levels. 

· Wayne suggested local associations do no utilize private online registration vendors.  

· USA Hockey promotes online registration.  The $30 transmittal fee per player and per coach totals over $60,000 in revenue for USAH.

Registration nationwide is flat due to the cost and amount of travel involved with hockey.  Olympic hockey win increases participation.  SDAHA has maintained numbers with addition of girls hockey 8 years ago.  Watertown hosted a girls team prior to other locals in South Dakota.  

Risk Manager – Gary Healy reported all new applicants and 10% of previous applicants are screened.  Background check expenses were less this year with 90% of the screenings completed in South Dakota.  South Dakota screen turn around is about 1 week.  Cost for SD checks is $15 and out of state check cost is $30-$35 for total 2006-2007 assessments of $2006.68.  Screening applications must be received in a timelier manner.  Gary received many late disclosure apps this season, including some in March, which brought forth a convicted felon and a pedophile.  Suggestions for improvements for the screening process:

· Currently the screens check for sexual convictions.  Criteria for the screenings need to be reviewed and possibly changed.
· Coaches cannot be placed on a roster until their disclosure forms have been submitted.
Discussion for background check improvements will be discussed at the fall meeting. 

Officials Report – RIC Mike Reger was unable to attend the meeting.  Dave Tronnes reported the situation for game officials is critical in relation to number of certified officials.  

· SDAHA had 600 games during the 2007-2008 season.

· There are 37 level 3 officials of which 27 worked 10 games or more.

· Referee Seminar at the Minnkota Cup was a great idea.  Those participating in the seminar achieved Level 1 and can advance to Level 2 this fall.

· We need more aggressive mentoring for young officials – which is the local association responsibility.  Doug Sorenson does a super job of mentoring in Brookings.

· Game official participants increased by 3 last season. 

· Coaches and adults intimidate young officials. 

· Current RIC, Mike Reger, is not the only Official Instructor in South Dakota.  Bruce Palmer, Doug Sorenson and possibly others are instructors.  

· Costs include $30 registration with USA Hockey, black helmet, pants, and ref shirt.  

· RIC is appointed by SDAHA and approved by district and USA Hockey.  RIC expenses are reimbursed.  

Suggestions included:

1. Young players required to do X amount of games – Terry Pederson.

2. Utilize younger refs (college age) to talk to prospective officials.  Many college students are helping to finance their college costs via working as a game official.

3. First two years of serving as a game official, the local pay for gear or provide rental equipment to encourage participation and keep costs down.  

4. District Supervisors – concept is good, but need leadership and management.

5. Post game official fees at the rinks.

6. Recruit!  Recruit!!  Recruit!!  Growth!!  Retention!!

Discipline Report – Tom Hitchcock reported 99 game misconducts during the 2006-2007 season.  Last season 61 game misconducts were issued.  Top infractions were Excessive Penalties, Fighting, Spearing and Unsportsmanlike Conduct.  One Match Penalty and one 3rd game misconduct were the same numbers as last season.  Average penalty minutes per team per game was 10.10 during the 2006-2007 season while 8.75 was the average penalty minutes per team per game for the 05-06 season.  Fourteen coaches received game misconducts for Excessive Penalties.  Carry over game misconduct report, showing 14 carry overs to 2007-2008,  was provided for each local president.  Tom noted the Yankton JV set a good standard for sportsmanship and he was impressed with the players.  

Coaching Report – CEP Clinics will be held in Brookings

· Level 1
November 3

· Level 2
November 4

· Level 3
November 10

· Level 1
November 11

Members were reminded, SDAHA has funds for registration fees related to Level 4 and Level 5 CEP certification.  Bob Gillen, of North Dakota, will serve as the CIC for Northern Plains District.  

Local Association Reports

Aberdeen – Continue to work on growth. Registration at the younger levels increased with better coach to kid ratio.

Big Stone – Plan to have a Squirt team for 2007-2008.  Working to secure indoor ice rather than travel to Morris.

Brookings – Few coaching issues and teams peaked too early.  U12 girls team had 17 girls and did exceptionally well.  Summer camps and summer leagues begin July 23.

Huron – Summer clinics and programs begin July 23.  Kevin Hartzell, Stampede head coach, will be instructing the clinics. PUCK program – Parents United for Clean Kids: volunteer drug testing for PeeWee and above – increased participation each year.  All girls and 85% of PeeWee, Bantam, JV and Varsity agree to the PUCK contract.  Cost is $4 per test, good peer pressure, and local provides positive reinforcement – movie passes, etc.  Second year of the Tronnes Memorial Scholarship.  Annual cost of the scholarship is $4500 – local associations are encouraged to donate funds for the scholarship.    

Mitchell – Trying to get a U14 girls team.  $80,000 in new bleachers will be installed at rink.  Old bleachers will be moved to the north side of the rink.

Pierre/Oahe – Had a good season, raised enough money for a new zamboni and installed a new sound system near the end of the season.  Summer ice events starting end of July.

Rapid City/Rushmore – Civic Center is moving forward with ice, to be ready fall 2008 for a WCHL or USHL team.  Rushmore Hockey Rink will be remodeling the entry, building concessions, adding a pro shop and training room.  City rink will be open year round with summer camps hosted by RHA.  Good growth this past season and hoping for more growth in upcoming season.  

Sioux Falls – SFYHA has partnered with Orthopedic Institute and Avera regarding feasibility studies. Meeting with city in May, hoping the voters support indoor pool and looking at facilities similar to Brookings or a metal building.  November 17, 2007 – Senior Ice Bowl
Watertown – Hosted Junior Varsity postponed tourney 

Yankton – Had 73 participants during their first full year of hockey, learn to skate, and figure skating.  Installed cement floor this past season and planning for locker room construction prior to upcoming season.  Hope to have ice October 1st and reviewing options for dehumdifier.  Minnesota Wild Tour stops will be in Yankton on June 26th and Sioux Falls on June 25th.  Tour sponsored by Coke, Schwagert and Wells Fargo.

Members noted summer ice and camps available at local rinks start on about the same date in July.  It was suggested the SDAHA tournament schedule with dates and locations be set 2-3 years ahead.  

President’s Report – Dave noted the parity in all leagues is a credit to all locals and coaches.  SDAHA Tournaments were good and 30% of all seniors qualified for All State Academic Awards.  He noted that is a great percentage and encouraged continued promotion of academics.  

Northern Plains District – The Northern Plains District, which includes South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana and Wyoming, becomes official at the end of USA Hockey Congress in June.  Dave Tronnes will serve as one of the directors, Max Tronnes will be NPD Secretary, Tom Rysavy (SF) will be the NPD Girls Director.  NPD Risk Manager, Tim Sanders, is from Montana, Referee in Chief is from North Dakota and Coach in Chief is Bob Gillan (ND).  John Colter (ND) will be the NPD Registrar.  Northern Plains District meeting will be held on May 19th in Gillette, Wyoming.  Proposed operating rules would allow each state to govern independently per player age classifications.  North Dakota and South Dakota plan to stay with the June 30th cutoff while Montana and Wyoming will align with USA Hockey date of January 1.  At the June meeting of USA Hockey Congress, determination regarding tag up off sides will be make.  Members support tag up off sides.   At the Fall 2007 SDAHA meeting, members could limit the tag up off sides to Junior Varsity/Varsity only.  Dave noted the USA Hockey Playing Rules committee wants automatic off sides for all levels.  

Minnkota Cup – Brookings served as a great host once again!  Plans are to host the Minnkota Cup in South Dakota again in 2008.  

SDAHA Selects – Don Mims noted an abbreviated Selects season due to Mother Nature.  SDAHA Selects included 5 teams with U14, U19, 92 boys, 93-94 boys and 89-90 boys.  Selects eliminated a lot of tournament and travel play with focus on North Dakota camp programs in working towards developmental festival camps.  850-900 players were eligible for Selects, but only 14% tried out for teams.  Variables include coaches and local association rep.  Huron, Pierre, Aberdeen, Mitchell had good representation, while Sioux Falls and Brookings showed limited support.  Rushmore is a travel issue and concern.  After coordinating Selects for 5 years and making vast strides for the program, Don Mims will be retiring.  Local associations need to forward suggestions for a new director.  

Pointstreak – Dave Anderson, Pointstreak rep, made a presentation on the Pointstreak program.  Pointstreak is a real time live internet scoring program.  The program was utilized for the 2007 SDAHA Varsity Tournament through the SDAHA website.  Many positive comments were received on the program.  Pointstreak requires hardwire connection into terminal at the rink, but does have the capacity to work via blackberry.  Refs, coaches and administration can utilize the program.  It provides uniformity, flexibility, program awareness, timesavings and media communication.  Cost per player fee is $6 for a 3-year contract, $5.50 per player for 4-year contract, and $5 per player for 5-year contract.  One time license fee is $500 per license.   One time terminal investment is $3000, inclusive of license fee.  Terminal lease options are available.  Tech support is 24/7 and the program currently is a stand-alone function not interfacing with time clocks.  

NEW BUSINESS:
By-Law change Proposals

Housekeeping: (Wayne Ellingson)
Article 5.3 says the term of office for the elected Board positions is one year.  This should be changed to two years.  Proposal Withdrawn – By-Law change already in place

 

Article 3.3 The term Team Membership Application should be deleted.  We no longer require funds to be paid to USA Hockey for Team Membership Applications.  The only funds sent to the Associate Registrar are for player and coach’s registration and for Applications for Invitational Tournaments.  Proposal Approved – Team Membership Application will be deleted.  

 

By-Law Change Proposal #1 – By- Law 7.1 (SDAHA)
Review by-laws and update any references to “annual meeting” to meetings/fall meeting/spring meeting.

Define the two meetings as:

Spring Meeting:  Should include, but is not limited to, the following:

Annual budget approvals

Changes regarding scheduling

Officer elections

Business that must be decided prior to registration and scheduling.

Fall Meeting:  Should include, but is not limited to, the following:

USA Hockey and SDAHA Playing Rule changes

Determination of SDAHA committee members/directors 

Awards Ceremony

Business that must be decided prior to season start.

Proposal Approved – defines SDAHA Meetings as Fall Meeting and Spring Meeting

By-Law Change Proposal #2 – By-Law 7.3

Agenda Items:

First sentence currently reads:

Anyone wishing to place an item on the agenda of any Board of Directors’ meeting must do so by presenting it to the President or Secretary, in writing, not later than 20 days prior to the meeting unless less than 20 days notice of the meeting is given in which event the item must be submitted in sufficient time so that it can be included on the agenda to be distributed as hereinafter provided.

Proposed Change:

Anyone wishing to place an item on the agenda of any Board of Directors’ meeting must do so by presenting it to the SDAHA President or Secretary, through their local association president, in writing, not later than 20 days prior to the meeting.  If less than 20 days notice of the meeting is given the item must be submitted in sufficient time so that it can be included on the agenda to be distributed as hereinafter provided.

Reason for proposal:  This has been our practice for some time.  We have found that sometimes an association has made a decision locally and have members who disagree with their decisions.  Those members may then attempt to go around their local by proposing changes that would be opposite their locals’ decision.  Local associations should have the right to review any proposals made to the board, to be sure it agrees with their philosophy within their association. 

Proposal tabled until Fall 2007.  Discussion was held regarding definition of action items vs discussion items and the need to have an active SDAHA Rules Committee in place.  

PLAYING RULE CHANGE PROPOSALS

Playing Rule Proposal #1 (Tom Hitchcock)
 7) Suspensions 
B. GENERAL SUSPENSION RULES

1.  Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a third penalty during a single game.  Enforcing this penalty is the joint responsibility of the referees, the scorekeeper, the coach, and the player.  The official scorer will notify the referee when a player has received their third penalty under this rule.  The referee will then notify the head coach of the offending team, and that player shall immediately leave the game and go to their locker room, unless a coincidental penalty is involved. A player who gets a third penalty, and it’s a coincidental, shall sit the coincidental in the penalty box and shall be escorted off the ice during the stoppage of play ending the penalty time. (4/07) If it is determined during a game that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player must leave the game immediately and go to the locker room.  Both the player and head coach are assessed a one league game suspension.  Suspensions will follow the same guidelines as set forth in 7B above for game misconduct penalties.  If it is determined after a game is completed that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player and head coach are still assessed a one league game suspension.  No forfeit of game results from violation of this rule.  The game disqualification shall not count as an additional penalty for the player or team, and no penalty minutes will be added to a player’s statistics. (9/06)  

Proposal tabled until Fall 2007 – Three penalty rule needs clarification from USA Hockey if the player is mandated to sit the third penalty of a game disqualification.  

Scheduling Proposal #2 (SDAHA -  Maxine Tronnes)

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL BACKGROUND
Problem:

Currently, we have an inefficient use of our limited/qualified officials and ice time.  We also have excessive traveling for younger teams.  Because of the spread out games, we are struggling to cover all the games with a minimum of available officials.  We are having problems even getting officials to go to some arenas for games.

Possible solution:
SDAHA would schedule games in blocks at only four Arenas/associations each weekend.  That would mean open ice in the other four arenas.  All levels except varsity (if they have a three game schedule) would be scheduled to play on Saturday or Sunday.  The occasional extra varsity game, that cannot be scheduled on a week end with other varsity levels, could either be scheduled on a Friday in one of the scheduled arenas (they could possibly have a three game week end) or on a Saturday and Sunday that the lower levels are scheduled to play at that same association.  

Varsity age groups would generally travel together with the Youth JV and U-14 Girls (as long as they are associated with the girl’s varsity).  Peewee and bantam age groups would travel together, with the possibility of a varsity team traveling with them.  If we have only 8 teams at the varsity levels, the third varsity games would be scheduled around the schedule of the lower levels or on Fridays, allowing the officials that will be there on Saturday to do the Friday games also.

The SDAHA scheduler would still need to consider the following:

· Ice availability for each arena.  As long as the association schedulers are proactive and make sure they get this information to the SDAHA scheduler, it can be worked around.

· Distance SDAHA wishes teams to travel for Friday night games (Varsity only).  

· The need to maintain as close to an equal number of home/away games as possible

· Deadlines affecting the schedule would need to be earlier, except in the cases where teams are dropped due to lack of numbers or added due to more numbers.  These could be accommodated with this type of schedule.

Concerns:

· This concept would also create some situations where a team traveled for two games at the varsity level last season to a particular arena, and still would do so this season.  However, we would still maintain the same number of home and away games.

· Associations could NOT change games to any week end/evening.  They must maintain the system.

· SDAHA could not consider invitational tournaments when creating the schedule, or for requested changes.

· Games during the school week should not be scheduled.

· Youth varsity may have to look at the possibility of scheduling two varsity and one JV game a day when playing Rushmore.  This would need to still continue our policy of only two games/day per individual player, meaning some players could not float on that day.

Benefits:

· Help alleviate our official scheduling problem.

· Provides more opportunity for the level 1 and 2 officials.
· Establishes a pattern for scheduling ice, volunteers, etc.  

· Eliminate the “single” game on one day at the lower levels.

· Except for the varsity levels on Friday, guarantees officials the probability of three games each day.

· Less traveling especially for younger levels

· Provides more open week ends for both teams and arenas

· Still allows some flexibility in scheduling.

Open Weekends:  Using this schedule and beginning the games in at least the second or third week of November, Peewee and Bantam teams would have almost every other week end open, playing 7 week ends out of 13. They would only play on Saturdays and Sundays.   If a three game schedule is needed (for example, the Bantam C), they would play two games on Saturday.  The varsity teams would have 3 to 7 open weekends, depending on how the third game is scheduled (Friday or Saturday/Sunday).  Initially, they would be scheduled allowing the maximum open weekends possible for each team.  Any changes made by the local association may affect this.

Discussion regarding block scheduling 

· Could charge admission day fee instead of per game fee.

· Teams have more weekends off.

· South Dakota teams may end up participating in the same invitational tournaments.

· Need block schedule as early as possible.

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL #2 – addition to SDAHA Playing Rules

Proposal is worded as follows.  It would replace the current 5 I (rescheduled games) on page 4 of the Playing Rules.

Section 5 I Scheduling Games:

The SDAHA league schedule will use “block” scheduling.  League games will only be scheduled in four arenas each weekend.  Peewee and bantam teams would be scheduled one weekend with the varsity levels scheduled the next week end, with additional varsity games to cover the three game schedule added on the peewee/bantam week end or on an occasional Friday at one of the four arenas already in use.  SDAHA will schedule a minimum of three games on a Saturday or Sunday, allowing less only if a team is dropped due to numbers or if an association has only one league team**.  However, every effort will be made to add a third league game to that date if possible.  Two Varsity (girls and youth or JV/youth)) games may be scheduled by SDAHA on a Friday night with the understanding that travel distance for the visiting team be taken into consideration.

Changes made by associations may not deviate from this scheduling concept.  Changes may only be made for reasons considered necessary due to ice availability problems.  

Games with the Rapid City teams will be scheduled with all games at a level being either home or away on a single weekend. (This would create a three game weekend for varsity teams when playing Rushmore.  The girl’s varsity has already done this in the past.)
All changes to the SDAHA issued schedule must be approved by all associations involved, the SDAHA scheduler, and the SDAHA president, who will determine if the change is necessary.  All changes, with the exception of dropping or adding a team, must be completed by October 1st of each year.  Adding or dropping teams and times of games must be completed by November 1st of each year.

Rescheduling of games delayed due to weather shall be done promptly by the teams involved.  If they are unable to come to an agreement quickly on rescheduling, the SDAHA president will make the decision.  If possible, at least 48 hours notice shall be provided to the official’s scheduler.

**For example, Yankton JV

Proposal Approved – Steve Rice (M) made a motion to approve Schedule Proposal #2 addition to SDAHA Playing Rules.  The “block scheduling” will be a one-year pilot project for the 2007-2008 season with evaluation and discussion at the Spring 2008 SDAHA Meeting.  Steve Jorgensen (A) seconded the motion.  Motion carried with a 25-2 vote.  

Rescheduled Game Proposal #3 (Pierre, Dennis Johnson)
This is from Section 5 of SDAHA Rules - Games:

 I.  Rescheduled Games - SDAHA league games shall not be rescheduled after November 15 of each year except with the approval of the SDAHA president. The exception to this rule will be if rescheduling is due to a weather-related cancellation. Any changes made after 11/15 will also be subject to a $25.00 assessment fee to cover costs of rescheduling, to be paid by the team initiating the change in schedule (9/01). 

 I would propose changing the November 15th date to October 31st and main benefits are that SDAHA can have schedule set earlier in order to ease burden of finding on-ice officials and also have a 2 week cushion from current date in case of final scheduling conflicts.  For the locals it will benefit them by being able to market schedules earlier in the process and help identify available ice-time for younger non-league groups.

 Proposal Withdrawn 

Tournament Rule #2 – Proposal #4 (Tom Hitchcock)

Add:  If all the rostered, registered coaches for a team are unable to be at a state tournament any league game, that association may apply to the SDAHA president to allow them to have a registered and rostered coach from another league team within their association act as a coach for that team.  The coach must be CEP level appropriate for the game he/she will be covering.  

Proposal Approved – Bobbi Dunfee (RC) made a motion to approve the proposal for SDAHA Playing Rules and SDAHA Tournament Rules.  Jayson Drake (SF) seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Officials/conference calls:   (Pierre – Dennis Johnson) – SDAHA Discipline Committee

When a Match penalty is called, requiring a conference call with the State Discipline Committee, we feel that the referee making the call should also be required to sit in on this call. Considering this could become a volatile situation with both parties on the call, we suggest that the referee be available for questions from the committee prior to the offending player/coach/parent entering the call. To make this work, the local representative would need to have immediate means of contact with the player/parent/coach so that when the referee exits the call, they can immediately enter their portion of the call. 

Members approved SDAHA Discipline Committee procedure – Ref making the Match Penalty call participates in the Discipline Committee conference call prior to player, parent or coach joining the conference call.  

OTHER PROPOSALS

Proposal #5 - Traveling Trophies (Jon Carroll, Sioux Falls)

This does not relate to any specific SDAHA Playing Rule.

Traveling Trophy – PeeWee B and PeeWee C – SDAHA Tournament Champions for PeeWee B league and PeeWee C league will be awarded a traveling trophy.  The state champion’s local association will retain the trophy for one year, return it at the following year’s PeeWee state tournament, at which time the trophies will be awarded to the new champions.  

The trophies will have many nameplates on it so it could have the champion’s name engraved each year.  The size and style of the trophy must be approved by the president and vice-president of SDAHA.  

Scott and Cindy Mills (SF) will donate the PeeWee B trophy.  They request the trophy be called the “ELM Cup”, named after their children Eric and Lindsay Mills, who both played for years in the Sioux Falls Youth Hockey Association program.  

The PeeWee C trophy will be donated by Jon and Vi Carroll (SF).  Jon is current President of SFYHA.  Trophy name to be determined.   

Both trophies will be available for the 2007-2008 season.

Proposal Approved – Jon Carroll made a motion to accept donation of PeeWee B and PeeWee C traveling trophies for SDAHA Tournament Champs.  Motion seconded by Steve Rice (M) and passed unanimously.  

Members requested a list of the various traveling trophies and background regarding the trophy/cup names.  

Proposal #6 – Squirt Inter-League Play (Rushmore Hockey Association) – Proposal Withdrawn – with Rushmore requesting support and participation with their Squirt teams by other local association Squirt teams.  

SDAHA will sanction 4-6 Squirt tournaments (i.e. SDAHA Squirt Showdowns) plus an end of the year festival for both B and C levels.  Each association would be assigned to attend 2-3 tournaments plus the end of the year festival (Showdown Finale).  The hosts will be included in the SDAHA Tournament hosting rotation – each association would host one of the 9 year-end or state tournaments.  The end of the year festival will include all teams at each level – all B teams at one locations and all C teams at another location.

Teams/associations are required by the state to attend tournaments as assigned.  The sate scheduler will determine which teams will play each other, and may or may not include equal games with all other teams (true league play).  There will be no tournament entry fees for these required tournaments.  Associations may charge gate and may choose to run a tournament format with trophies and/or seeded final games on Sunday, as they so desire.  Based on ice availability and team numbers, this will allow for teams to play 3-4 games in the weekend.  Associations pay all referees as they do in other league play.

The tournaments include both B and C teams from the same association to allow for group travel (buses) and also to foster team support.  Each year, each association would play at least 5 of the other associations (this includes only the 4 tournament games).  The end of the year festival could be run in a seeded bracket format or pool play format.

Recommend tournaments held approximately one per month (Dec, Jan and Feb) with the end of the year Festival held the same weekend as the SDAHA Varsity Tournament.  This schedule leaves teams many options to host or attend other tournaments, but does at a minimum guarantee each association will host a Squirt tournament every other year.

The end of the year festival will be run as the other state tournaments – referees paid by the state and trophies provided by the state.  Since Rushmore has been unable to host a Squirt tournament for the past 2 seasons based on poor participation, we request a host assignment in 07-08

Note: SDAHA recommends that, if this proposal passes, we establish criteria, tournament rules, tournament schedule, awards, etc. just as they have for the league teams, for all the tournaments that are mandated.  It avoids one association trying to out do another, and/or feeling they have to overspend.  It also sets a standard of play.  

Proposal Discussion:

· Rushmore Hockey needs SDAHA local association support.  Any help from other locals for Rapid City is much appreciated.  Big Stone requests the same consideration.  

· The proposal as submitted mandates a Squirt team attend ½ of the festivals, no tourney registration fees for the festivals and state would assign locals to specific festivals.  

· Suggest local association Squirt teams travel to Rapid for games when their JV/Varsity travel to Rapid for league games.  

· Some local associations limit their Squirt teams to 2 tournaments.

· Team division varies throughout the state – some teams are skill level split while others are age split teams.  

Bob Marquardt made a motion for mandatory participation of Squirt teams in at least one South Dakota invitational tournament.  Motion withdrawn.  

Approved – Squirt “block” scheduling with Rapid City will be included in the SDAHA League Schedule.  Local associations were requested to show their commitment of support for Rushmore Hockey and Big Stone Hockey.  

DISCUSSION ONLY ITEMS

Junior Varsity & U14 Girls League Tournaments:  (Adam Sullivan, Watertown for Varsity coaches)

Objective - Elimination of JV SDAHA Tournament the week before the boys varsity state tournament.  Replace state tournament with JV League tournament the first weekend in February.

Reasons:

· Eliminate two-week gap between final league varsity game and varsity state tourney.

· Eliminate JV eligibility questions.

· Further minimize perception that teams are being stacked to win JV state tourney.

· Provide a quality tournament for true JV players because less varsity players will be participating.

· Minimize senior JV players taking excessive penalties in last games.

· Increase focus on varsity tournament.

· Girls Varsity should probably have their own weekend.

· Quality officials are not spread too thin at 2 different tourneys.

Details:  All SD teams are required to participate to ensure host association receives revenue.

JV league ends with last scheduled game the same week as the last varsity game.  JV league champions can be recognized at Varsity tournament.

Options:

· Round robin format.

· Only winners (or top 2 winners) of pool play on Sunday.  This eliminates the bottom place games where much of the trouble comes from.  

· Round robin format also eliminates need for complete seeding results base on league record.

· Girls varsity the same weekend and place as boys varsity.  (Would need to be a dual rink.  Brookings? Sioux Falls?  Rapid with city arena?  Revenue sharing?)

Objections – Members noted they would hate to take the SDAHA Junior Varsity Tournament away from the kids, especially those seniors who never have the opportunity to participate at the Varsity level.  

Forward thinking:

Girls U14 will be another tourney to fit into our busy tournament schedule in late February.

Members requested to take proposal back to locals in preparation for Fall 2007 SDAHA Meeting vote.  

Committee and Volunteer needs

Local associations were requested to submit one committee member name for each of the SDAHA Committees:

· Select Committee

· Discipline Committee

· Publicity Committee

· Nominating Committee

· Rules Committee

Committee member names should be submitted to Dave Tronnes or Tom Hitchcock.

Elections

Mike Hughes (H) made a motion to close nominations for office of SDAHA President and SDAHA Secretary.  Steve Jorgensen (A) seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Steve Rice (M) made a motion to elect SDAHA officers:

· Tom Hitchcock (H) – President

· Lynda Wagner (P) – Secretary
Bobbi Dunfee (RC) seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Steve Jorgensen (A) made a motion to cease nominations for SDAHA Vice-President:
· Dan French (RC) – Vice-President

· Jeff McKinney (SF) – Vice-President

Larry Brink (W) seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Dan and Jeff were given the opportunity to address members.  Both indicated they were willing to step down from their local association board positions if elected.  Members voted per written ballot.  Jeff McKinney was elected SDAHA Vice-President.

Fall Meeting – Aberdeen will host the two-day SDAHA Fall 2007 meeting on September 15-16.  Friends of South Dakota Hockey nominations were requested by mid-August.  

Closing Remarks – Dave Tronnes thanked members for their support during his six years as SDAHA President.  Members expressed great appreciation for all that Dave has done for SDAHA!!

Bobbi Dunfee (RC) made a motion to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Steve Jorgensen (A).  Motion carried.  

Approved_____






Cherry Hunter









Secretary Protem

Attached is Projected Team Count report, including SDAHA Tournament dates and locations for the 2007-2008 season.  (Excel file)

Meeting Handouts

· Fall 2006 Minutes

· Summary: Treasurer’s Report

· Detailed: Treasurer’s Report (Presidents & SDAHA Officers only)

· Budget Projections

· Background Check Summary

· 2007 CEP Coaching Clinic dates

· Carry Over Penalties (Presidents & SDAHA Officers only)

· SDAHA Tournament dates and rotation

· Final 2006-2007 League Standings

· SDAHA Playing Rules

· SDAHA Tournament Rules

· SDAHA By-Laws (Presidents & SDAHA Officers only)

· By-law Proposals

· Playing Rules / Tournament Rules / Scheduling Proposals

· Discussion Information – JV / U14 State Tournaments / Conference Calls

· SDAHA Committee Positions & Criteria

· Friends of South Dakota Hockey Criteria

· Ballots  - Voting Delegates only
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